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PROJECT
PROTOBALL
EXPANDS.

Origins Committee Chair 
and Project Protoball head 
Larry McCray announced 
in early January that 
Project Protoball added 
two major new features: 

Craig Waff’s Games 
Tabulation. Craig’s tables 
contain in excess of 1,500 
accounts of base ball 
games through 1860, each 
including the date played, 
source, and playing site.
Many add excerpts from 
the game account. Over 
1200 of the games are from 
the New York City area.
Craig seeks input from 
those able to check local 
sources around the country 
for additional entries.

A Glossary of Ball Games.
A list has been added of 
the names of 120 games, 
most of them safe-haven 
games, along with short 
descriptions. Assembled by 
Larry McCray.

In addition, Larry noted 
that the Chronology has 
added 195 items, including 
items for a new year, 1861, 
and now boasts 950 items.
The project’s goal is to
expand its reach through 
the entire decade of the 
1860s.

SKID’S 
SHORTS.

“Skids” McCray offered the 
following items in Issue #3 
of The Next Destin’d Post”, 
his update, irregularly-
issued, of  developments in 
Project Protoball. Contact 
“Skids” to receive the Post.  

Upcoming books. Peter 
Morris’s next, due in 
spring 2009, is a history of 
the catcher.  Dennis Pajot’s
first, out around the end of 
2009, will be a history of 
baseball in Milwaukee.  A 
book on civil rights due out 
in 2010 by Murray Dubin 
and Daniel Biddle, will 
include a history of black 
base ball in the 1860s and 
of contemporary efforts in 
to integrate the game.

Base Ball Discovered.  
Sam Marchiano’s warmly-
received documentary won 
the Award for Baseball 
Excellence at the Baseball 
Film Festival, held at the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
September.  Sam will show 
the documentary at the 
upcoming meeting of the 
19th Century Committee at 
Cooperstown in April. See 
the committee’s recent 
newsletter for details.

Other Safe-Haven Games.
Beth Hise’s exhibition on 
cricket and baseball is now 
planned for April 2010, in 
London; a stoolball outing 
may also be included. 

Angmering Club won the 
Sussex Stoolball League 
Championship in August, 
by a count of 293-106 over 
Horsted Keynes. Stoolball 
federations have been
formed in India and 
Pakistan. 

Pioneer Project.  Twenty-
four writers are presently 
progressing on their effort 
to write the histories of 
early clubs and players.

ORIGINS

THE MONTH 
IN 19cBB.

Members of the Origins
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
month of January to 
pursue a number of 
interesting topics.

FOLLOW-UP.

haveacatch@aol.com, the 
unknown sender of last 
month, is in real life the 
veteran New Orleans base 
ball chronicler, Ms. Sandy  
Derenbecker.

Random cricket 
musings

Richard Hershberger sent 
a follow up inquiry on this 
December topic, asking if 
it is accurate that English 
expats dominated cricket 
in the United States in the 
middle of the nineteenth 
century. In responding 
John Thorn listed his main 
reasons that base ball over 
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took cricket as the most 
popular ball sport. Richard 
later theorized that expats 
took no steps specifically 
intended to spread the 
sport in America. Marty 
Payne opined that cricket 
also was superseded in 
areas where expert expats 
were not found. Priscilla 
Astifan mentioned that her 
current projects include 
the collection of cricket 
references in Rochester, 
New York, from which she 
expects to eventually draw 
conclusions on the subject.

SOURCES.

Base-Ball name is Old 
English

Kyle DeCicco-Carey sent 
his recommendation that 
one give a glance or two to 
The Badminton Library of 
Sports and Pastimes:
Cricket (London, 1890), 
both for its mention of 
base ball and also its 
engravings.

INQUIRIES.

Alexander Cartwright 
in 1842.

Frank Ceresi asked for any 
information available on 
Cartwright’s activities in 
1842. John Thorn replied 
that he was playing ball by 
then with some other 
future Knickerbockers.

Role of women in 
gambling around 

19cBB baseball games.
Muffin 19cBB poster Dom 
DeCaria (welcome, sir) 
asked if women were part 
of the gambling which is 
blamed for rowdiness at 
early games. In reply Peter 
Mancuso suggested a few 
sources, and Darryl Brock 
sent the timeless, poignant 

story of “Maud, the Pet 
Blonde”.

Stolen bases
Having discovered an 1860 
account of a game played 
in Rochester, New York, 
which mentioned several 
stolen bases, Priscilla 
Astifan requested info on 
the earliest documentation 
of their occurrence.
Richard Hershberger sent 
the info that Peter Morris 
had found an 1856 
mention of a steal, and 
noted his belief that the 
practice antedated the 
New York game. Glenn 
Drinkwater agreed, and 
added that the designation 
of taking bases as 
“stealing” is misleading, 
since strikers reaching 
base had in all forms of the 
ball tried to reach their 
next base, with the New 
York Game being perhaps 
the most restrictive. Craig 
Waff supplied the details 
on Peter Morris’s source. 

DISCOVERIES.

Town Ball and Early 
Base Ball in 

Evansville, Indiana
Craig Waff sent a lengthy 
excerpt from a newspaper 
article describing a local 
form of town ball played in 
Evansville in the 1850s, 
and how it was replaced in 
the 1860s by the New York 
Game. A response sent by 
Richard Hershberger said 
that, given the description 
of the game, it probably 
was not called town ball by 
the players, as there were 
so many differences in 
play.

ORIGINS
ORIGINS
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THIS MONTH
IN BASE BALL.

Fighting Back.
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle
offers a few examples of 
the efforts of the borough’s 
citizenry to counter base 
ball’s pernicious influence 
on its heedless adherents.
On February 9, 1858, the 
review of the proceedings 
of the city government at 
its last sitting included the 
petition “Of N.Schaurman, 
Police Inspector of the 3rd

Precinct relative to playing 
ball on Sunday, a practice 
indulged in by boys in his 
district. Referred to the 
Counsellor to prepare an 
ordinance.”
On February 12, 1862, the 
Eagle reported that the 
Christian Young Men’s 
Association at its monthly 
meeting heard Dr. John T. 
Conkling speak out against 
a large number of baneful
“Artificial Customs”, such 
as tobacco and intoxicants, 
and in the ensuing “spicy 
debate”, reported on 
February 13, a Mr. Bell laid 
the oratorical wood to the 
current mania for base 
ball:
A year or two ago “base 
ball” came up and young 
gentlemen became frantic, 
indulging in fierce bodily 
exercise in a blazing sun… 
Christian feeling rises up 
against such indulgences 
and excitements and will 
not fail to discountenance 
them.”

Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com


