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Introduction 
 
As we wait for ML baseball to start again there is much to 

keep us occupied and excited in the world of women’s 

baseball.  First, an update on our book on the Colorado 

Silver Bullets.  It is coming along slowly as it is difficult 

to get enough writers.  Our goal is to have the book ready 

for publication in 2017.  If you want to do any writing 

please let me know.  We have many bios still in need of 

writers. 

 Much has happened since our last communication, 

starting with Justine Siegel being named a coach for the 

Oakland A’s for their fall league.  And most recently with 

two ladies attending the current class for umpiring.  There 

are so many exciting new opportunities.   

The IWBC has been offered two buildings for a museum 

and they are looking for donations.  If interested in helping 

out, check out their website for all the details.  

(http://www.internationalwomensbaseballcenter.org/ ) 

You can find lots of other important information on their 

site. 

If you are looking for chances to play this year be sure to 

check in at 

http://www.baseballforall.com/#!nationals/wkvot 

to learn about the Nationals being held this summer in SF. 

If you are aware of 

events/programs or news related to 

women in baseball please share 

that news.  If you attend any games 

please share photos and game 

accounts.  We would love to share 

anything you provide with our 

readers.  Just send any information 

to lheaphy@kent.edu.  

 Leslie Heaphy, Committee Chair 

In the News 

Amanda Hopkins hired as a scout for the Mariners. 

LA Monarchs are a new team looking for 9-11 year olds 

in California.  Check out their facebook page. 

 Kimberli Rodas was selected for Athlete of the Week for 

a Spanish channel called Tele Mundo 52. She told the 

interviewer she wants to be the 1st woman to play in the 

Majors. 

 Rosa del Castillo story. 

Dreamcatchers baseball team. 

 

Another story about Janet Marie Smith.  

Follow all the news at Twitter @womenbaseball1 

 

 
 

W 

Women in Baseball 
Newsletter 

© Society for American Baseball Research 

 

Winter 2016, 
Vol. 1 
Lheaphy@kent.edu 

 

http://www.internationalwomensbaseballcenter.org/
http://www.baseballforall.com/#!nationals/wkvot
mailto:lheaphy@kent.edu
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2015/12/22/160231374/mariners-hire-female-scout?partnerId=as_mlb_20151222_56639746&adbid=1053669344664704&adbpl=fb&adbpr=196554717042842
https://www.facebook.com/lamonarchs/
http://arrobadeportes.com/rosy-del-castillo-primera-mujer-en-el-beisbol-profesional/
http://www.dreamcatchersbaseball.com/
http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/2015/11/08/jacksons-smith-true-baseball-hero/75367736/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1959116834314512&set=gm.912550675526105&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1959116834314512&set=gm.912550675526105&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1959116834314512&set=gm.912550675526105&type=3


Media attention for women’s sports. 

Sue Falsone, head athletic trainer for the Dodgers. 

 
In 2015, Marie-Claude Pelland-Marcotte became only 

the second woman official scorer in Major League 

history when she worked a Blue Jays-Marlins game in 

Toronto. 

Marti Sementelli of the USA Women's National team 

(gold medal at Pan Am games) and Justine Siegal (first 

woman to coach MLB) will be two of the coaches (along 

with some old guys who played in the MLB;) at the All 

Women's Red Sox Fantasy Baseball Camp! 

Head groundskeeper for the Detroit Tigers, Heather 

Nabozny. 

And another head groundskeeper for the Baltimore 

Orioles—Nicole McFadyen. 

Scout Bessie Largent 

Elsie Curran-Kramer served as Business (General) 

Manager of the Cedar Rapids Cardinals (now Kernels) 

from 1970-1971. At the time, she was the only female 

executive in pro baseball. She loved baseball. She started 

working with the Cedar Rapids team when her son, 

Mike, worked in the clubhouse. Mike played a few years 

of minor league ball before he died at age 24. She started 

as a typist. Thanks to Monica Moran, Hall of 

Fame/History Coordinator with the Cedar Rapids Kernels 

. 

Mansfield News-Journal and Shamokin News-Dispatch, 

respectively; Aug 3rd and 5th, 1950. 

 

New York Clipper; Mar 31, 1900 

Women Knocking on the door of professional baseball. 

2015 a Historic year for women’s baseball. 

The IWBC’s potential museum in Rockford. 

Maria Pepe trying to play Little League baseball. 

An interview with umpire Perry Barber. 

Justine Siegal with the Oakland A’s Instructional League. 

Britney Apgar playing baseball. 

Kendra Levesque hoping to play baseball at her high 

school. 

A special thank you to Melanie Laspina-Bixler for her 

many years of hard work in promoting and supporting 

women’s baseball with the CWBL.  She has announced 

the league will not operate this year.  Join me in thanking 

her for everything she has done and will continue to do. 

Sarah Hudek earns a scholarship to play baseball in 

college. 

Victoria Brucker came before Mone Davis. 

Congrats Virginia Flames- 2015 EWBC Champions! 

Check out the league facebook page. 

Marjorie Peters from the AAGPBL throws out the first 

pitch. 

AAGPBL Reunion in South Bend, IN. 

Future of Women’s baseball in the U. S.  

Justine Siegel and her many exploits and adventures 

related to women’s baseball. 

Article about the start of the Colorado Silver Bullets. 

And more news about this team. 

“Women’s Baseball not for the Dainty.” 
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WPBL in 1996 looked like a real chance for ladies to 

play.  And the league gets started. 

The Polk County Peppers in 1995. 

Byron Women’s baseball in 1972, pioneers. 

National Geographic tackles the history of women’s 

baseball all the way back to 1866. 

IWBC 2nd Annual Conference at Louisville Slugger 

Museum. 

Jean Faut remembers her baseball career. 

Marti Sementelli wins gold. 

Oz Sailor and her minor league pitching for the Pacifics. 

“Four remarkable women from baseball history that 

everyone should know about.” 

 

International News 

Taneeca Moss was honoured as the "Junior 

Representative Player of the Year". She represented 

the state in the 15 and Under Women's team in the 

Nationals last January and finished the tournament 

with amazing batting and pitching stats. Under 16 

and Under 18 boys teams (some of these Under 18 

boys have gone on to sign professional US contracts 

or play US College ball) were also considered for 

this award. 

Her mother, Sharon, was named the "Representative 

Coach of the Year" after coaching her team of 

mostly inexperienced girls to their third place at the 

National Championships. Other (very well 

established) male coaches and state "Hall of 

Famers" were quick to congratulate her on her 

achievements, including the state's high performance 

manager. 

So proud of our state body, Baseball Queensland 

(administered by almost all males) who have thrown 

away the gender discrimination that many face in 

our sport. 

A woman coach in 

Mexico. 

Australian Women’s National Tournament 2016. 

2015 #WOMEN BELONG IN BASEBALL WOMAN OF 

THE YEAR IS...NARELLE GOSSTRAY! Narelle 

Gosstray has been an international ambassador of 

woman's baseball. She started playing baseball in 1995. 

She is on the International Women's Baseball 

Commission, Australian Baseball Federation, head coach 

of the Aussie Hearts (11 years so far), and involved in all 

levels of women's baseball as a coach, volunteer, 

committee member, and ambassador. She said, "Both 

genders should have equal opportunity to play and 

contribute at every level." Players from many countries 

have benefitted greatly from her coaching, inspirational 

example, and dedication. Her support and encouragement 

is irreplaceable. Congrats! Someone who knows Narelle, 

please get in touch with me so I can get her trophy to her! 

What it takes to be a national baseball team. 

New Women’s Baseball Advisory Panel in Australia. 

Guam’s Women’s Baseball Tournament 2016.  And a 

second story. 

Female umpire in Cuba, Janet Mareno Mendinueta. 

More about Rosa Del Castillo. 

Laura Neads on playing baseball in Australia. 

 

https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=australian+wome

n%27s+baseball&ei=UTF-

8&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-001 

Melissa Mayeux making her mark in France. 

2nd International Women’s Baseball Tournament. 

2008 Championship Video.   
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New Books 

 

Lady Moguls: A History of Women Who 
Have Owned Major League Baseball 
Teams 
Oct 27, 2015 

by William A Cook 

 

 

One you may have missed in 2011—Margaret Kratz 

 

 

Other Information 

From Kaitlyn Haines 

A new site that can also be used to help further the 
knowledge of baseball in the United States. The CLIO 
Project is a website and phone application that provides 
brief histories on locations throughout the United States. 
Throughout my tenure with the project, I have written 
and edited several articles on the stadiums that the All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League played at. 

From Emma Charlesworth-Seiler 

The Minnesota Girls Baseball Association's girls baseball 
academy, held the weekend of August 15-16 in Crystal, 
Minnesota, drew 20 girls from the metro area and nearly 
50 kids for co-ed baseball games. A non-profit event in 
partnership with local Little Leagues and the United 
States Girls Baseball Association, the girls baseball 
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academy featured a day of instruction for girls ages 7-13. 
It concluded with co-ed games on Sunday with an even 
mix of boys and girls participating. 
The Minnesota Girls Baseball Association was founded 
with the goal of providing more opportunities for girls to 
play baseball, specifically in Minnesota and the Midwest. 
While girls often play on their "boys" baseball teams, it's 
empowering and fun for them to be able to play with 
other girls. The organization focuses on providing quality 
instruction for girls ages 7-14 and helping educate 
parents on how they can best help their daughters 
pursue baseball. Growing an interest in other aspects of 
the game, such as coaching and umpiring, is also central 
to our mission of keeping girls and women in the game of 
baseball. 

 

Looking for research help 

Do you know where I can find out more about Elsie 

Curran-Kramer? I would like to bring more attention 

to an apparent local trail blazer! Thanks!  

 

Amatullah Richard-ajrichard999@gmail.com 

Photos from Pan Am Games—Courtesy of Carol 

Sheldon 

 

 

Piagno and Gortarez 

 

USA Scores 
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Venezuela Wins 

 

Hanging out at the game with the ladies from the 

AAGPBL. 

Please send any stories, photos etc.. that you find so they 

can be shared with others.  Please do not assume I have 

seen the information or someone else has shared it. 

Play Ball, 

Leslie Heaphy 

lheaphy@kent.edu 

 

Minnesota Academy 
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