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1. BOB DAVIDS CHAPTER ANNUAL MEETING REPORT:  Big Crowd Marks 40th 

Annual Gathering: By David Hughes  

Did you … 

Ever wonder about who has the dubious distinction of throwing the most pitches in the first 

inning of a game since pitch counts became a reliable statistic? 

http://sabr.org/
http://chapters.sabr.org/bobdavids/


Ever hear the one about Syd Cohen, who also played professional baseball under the alias 

“Pablo Garcia?” 

Know that the presence of a Fussell Ice Cream advertisement in a ballpark scorecard 

meant that you had to be scoring that game in Washington, D.C.? 

Know that the same guy played with Larry Bowa and Denny Doyle, roomed with pro 

football Hall of Famer Bob Griese in college, and had the dubious distinction of being 

flattened at home plate in the minor leagues by none other than Mr. October? 

Ever wonder how the terabytes of “Big Data” collected during MLB games can yield useful 

information for the purpose of putting a lineup together against a particular pitcher in a 

particular park? 

Know that authenticated, new information about the life and times of Babe Ruth is still 

surfacing as recently as last year? 

Well, if you had attended the Bob Davids Chapter’s 40th Annual Meeting on Jan. 25, 2014, 

you would have learned the answers to these and many other questions during an 

entertaining seven hours of presentations, anecdotes, baseball trivia, reminiscences and 

camaraderie, not to mention lively question-and-answer sessions with speakers and 

presenters. 

But first, the Chapter did a little business. The membership re-elected D. Bruce Brown as 

President, Don Seaman as Secretary, and Mark Pattison as an At-Large Board Member, all 

starting two-year terms. 

With a paid attendance of 135, the meeting heard Amy Tetlow Smith, summarize the 

research she did on “Scorecard, Advertisement and Social History,” a presentation that had 

received an honorable mention at SABR 43 in Philadelphia. 

Amy described the systematic analysis of the advertisements she and her husband Dave 

catalogued while analyzing thousands of scorecards from the 19th century to the present, 

and how the changing product lines reflected wider societal changes across the country.   
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Although Amy’s solo performance proved a tough act to follow, Dave Smith, a perennial 

favorite, scored his usual big inning with a sampling of his famous insights to milestones 

and oddities of the 2012 and 2013 seasons. 

Vince Gennaro, SABR’s national president, reprised the award-winning presentation he 

made at the national convention this year in Philadelphia with an updated rendition of 

"Analyzing Batter Performance Against Pitcher Clusters." Analyzing pitchers using five 

factors, Vince provided examples of how managers could employ such analysis to try to 

determine the most favorable match-up opportunities for his roster against any specific 

pitcher in a given ballpark. 

Del Wilber, Jr., President of the Perfect Game Foundation, followed with a discussion of his 

father Del’s decades long career in professional baseball, a career that included 

experiences as a player, coach, manager, and scout. Del also described his own athletic 

career that included a short two-sport stint at Purdue University, and minor league stops in 

the Phillies’ organization.  Del’s organization sponsors an annual charity golf tournament to 

which all SABR members are invited.  Details at http://www.perfectgamefound.org/2014-

golf-tournament/. 

After lunch, Vince Gennaro talked about the current state of SABR, and answered 

questions from the assembled group about the successes of SABR’s recent history and the 

need for continued improvement in its delivery of service to membership as well as its 

contributions to the overall baseball community. 

Ned Rice of the Baltimore Orioles discussed the application of sabermetric analytics in 

today’s baseball operations. Film maker Aviva Kempner discussed additional footage 

associated with her film “The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg,” along with some 

entertaining recollections of the adventures of former Washington Senator Syd Cohen 

(a/k/a “Pablo Garcia”). 

Mike Gibbons and Sean Herne, representing the Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum and 

the Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards, noted that the day marked the 100th 

anniversary of Babe Ruth’s first professional contract. Mike and Sean talked about the 

upcoming birthday bash for the Babe (Feb. 6), discussed some newly discovered facts and 
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memorabilia associated with the Babe’s life, and talked about the plans for events that will 

coincide with the Bob Davids Chapter’s MLB game this year (June 7, at Camden Yards). 

To wrap it up, a guest from the Connie Mack chapter, Brian Englehardt gave a research 

presentation about the history of baseball in Reading, PA, focusing on Lee McPhail and his 

Reading Brooks. 

All in all, it was a great way to spend a SABR Day next to the proverbial “Hot Stove.”  Oh, 

by the way, the pitcher who threw the most pitches in the first inning of a game since pitch 

counts became a reliable statistic is none other than Bartolo Colon. 

Needless to say, it wasn’t his best start that year. 

 

2. RECALLING HANK BAUER:  Two-Time A.L. Manager of the Year: By Fred 

Glueckstein  

      With the 1964 season over, the first-year manager of the Baltimore Orioles, Hank 

Bauer went home to Prairie Village, Kansas.  In November, Bauer received a phone 

call and was told that he had been named American League Manager of the Year for 

1964 by a landslide in the annual Associated Press poll. 

The Baltimore Sun reported Bauer’s reaction: “I thought I was still dreaming when they 

told me I won it,” exclaimed Bauer, who in his debut as manager of the Orioles piloted 

the club to an exciting third place finish, only two games behind the winner.  Bauer went 

on to say, “It was some surprise,” he said.  “I figured after we finished third, it would be 

between the two guys who finished ahead of us – Yogi [Berra of the Yankees] and Al 

[Lopez, White Sox manager.]” 

“I’m very happy. It’s quite an honor. And I want to thank all the writers for giving me the 

honor.  It’s an honor that is hard to beat. I’ve just been wondering how things would 

have turned out if we had won the pennant.  Yogi wins it and gets fired after the World 

Series and Keane [Johnny Keane of the Cardinals] takes it in the National and quits 

after the series,” said Bauer.  Perhaps, somewhat philosophically, Bauer added, “It 
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looks like finishing third was the way to do it this year.” 

Bauer deserved the award. In 1963, the year before Bauer was named Orioles 

manager, the club under Billy Hitchcock finished fourth with 86 wins and 76 loses, 

ending 18.5 games behind the first-place Yankees. The following season in 1964 under 

Bauer, Baltimore won 97 and lost 65, finishing 2 games behind New York.  

In 1966, Bauer managed the Orioles to first place with 97 wins and 63 losses, leading 

Baltimore in four straight games over the Los Angeles Dodgers in the World Series. 

Bauer was again named American League Manager of the Year. 

As the youngest of nine children, Henry Albert “Hank” Bauer was born July 31, 1922 in 

East St. Louis, Ill.  His father was an Austrian immigrant, a bartender who had earlier 

lost his leg in an accident at an aluminum processing plant.  With the family having little 

money, Hank was forced to wear clothes made out of old feed sacks.  It was written 

that this resulted in “helping shape his hard-nosed approach to life.” 

Bauer played baseball and basketball at East St. Louis Central Catholic High School, 

where he suffered permanent damage to his nose caused by a wayward elbow from an 

opponent.  After graduating in 1941, Bauer repaired furnaces in a beer-bottling plant. At 

the time, his brother Herman, a minor league player in the Chicago White Sox system 

was able to get him a tryout that resulted in a contract with Oshkosh of the Class D 

Wisconsin State League. 

However, one month after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Bauer enlisted in the 

U.S. Marine Corp.  He became a member of the Marine Raiders, which were elite units 

of the Corps that conducted amphibious light infantry warfare, particularly landing in 

rubber boats and operating between enemy lines. 

Bauer told of his becoming a member years later on September 11, 1964 in Sports 

Illustrated: “One morning this sergeant came up to me and said, ‘Why don’t you 

volunteer for the Raider Battalion?’  I said okay. But the first thing they told me was, 

‘You’ve got to swim a mile with a full pack on your back.’ I said, ‘Hell, I can’t even 

swim,’ and they turned me down.  I told the sergeant what happened. He said, ‘You 
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gutless s.o.b. go back down there.’ So I told them I knew how to swim.  They took me,” 

said Bauer. 

The New York Times reported the following about Bauer’s service in the Marines: “He 

spent nearly three years of World War II in the South Pacific as a combat platoon 

leader, sustaining 24 attacks of malaria, receiving shrapnel wounds in his back on 

Guam and in a thigh on Okinawa, and winning 11 campaign ribbons, 2 Bronze Stars 

and 2 Purple Hearts.”  

After Bauer returned to East St. Louis, he joined the local pipefitter’s union. One day, 

he stopped at the local bar where his brother worked.  There, he met a scout for the 

New York Yankees named Danny Menendez, who later signed him for a tryout with the 

Yankees’ farm team in Quincy, Illinois. The Gems.  The contract called for Bauer to be 

paid $175 a month with a $25 monthly increase, if he made the team, and a $250 

bonus.  

Bauer, who batted from the right side, hit .300 at Quincy and also with the Kansas City 

Blues, the top minor league team of the New York Yankees.  It led him to be called up 

by New York, and he made his debut with the club on September 6, 1948. 

Bauer, an outstanding right fielder with a powerful throwing arm, played for the 

Yankees for 12 years from 1948–1959, and he was on 7 Yankee World Series 

champion teams: 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1956 and 1958.  During Bauer’s 

career with New York, he batted .277 with 158 homeruns, and 654 RBIs.  His fielding 

percentage was an exceptional .997%.  Bauer was also an All-Star selection in 1952, 

1953, and 1954.  

Bauer was well-built at 6 feet and 202 pounds. “His face looks like a closed fist,” wrote 

Pulitzer Prize Columnist Jim Murray.  As a team member of the Yankees, he was a no-

nonsense leader, tough and unforgiving if he felt his teammates’ off-the-field activities 

hurt the Yankees on- the-field. 

Whitey Ford remembered: “I’ll never forget the first game I pitched for the Yankees. I 

came flying into the locker room at 1:00 P.M.  I had overslept.  Nobody said anything, 
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but Bauer gave me that look of his.  I dressed and ran.  As it turned out, I won the 

game.  Afterward, Bauer came over. ‘Whitey,’ he said. ‘if you’d lost that game, you’d 

been dead.’” 

Pitcher Don Larsen said of Bauer, “He was a tough dude.  He was a leader in his way. 

He helped a lot of people get used to that New York environment.  He was a tough 

person.  Thank God he wasn’t mean.  When he walked onto that field, business 

started.”  Bauer also stood up for his teammates such as when he crawled on top of the 

Yankee dugout and searched the stands, looking for a fan who was shouting racial 

slurs at Elston Howard.  When asked about the episode, Bauer said: “Ellie’s my friend.” 

Other teams recognized Bauer’s size and resolve and saw him as a formidable 

opponent.  “When Hank came down the base path, the whole earth trembled,” said 

Boston Red Sox shortstop, Johnny Pesky. Tommy Lasorda said: “The guy’s tough. He 

had a face that looked like it’d hold two days of rain.” 

At the close of the 1959 season, Bauer was traded by the Yankees to the Kansas City 

Athletics for future home run king Roger Maris.  On June 19, 1961, Bauer was named 

player-manager of the Athletics; he retired as a player one month later. 

After his firing as Athletics manager at the close of the 1962 season, Bauer spent the 

1963 season as the Baltimore Orioles’ first-base coach.  By season’s end, he was 

named manager for 1964.  With the team strengthened by the acquisition of Frank 

Robinson, Bauer managed the Orioles to the franchise’s first great success, winning its 

first AL pennant and World Series championship in 1966. 

Bauer was a tough manager. On Sept. 11, 1964, Sports Illustrated reported Bauer 

saying: “If I’m out somewhere and a player comes in, I don’t want him to turn around 

and walk out just because I’m there.  I expect him to say hello, have a drink–and then 

get out.”  On April 1, 1967, The Sporting News reported Bauer telling the team: “For the 

benefit of you younger fellows, we have a lot of rules on this club.  Midnight curfew, 

stay out of the bar at the hotel where we’re staying, wear a shirt and sweater to 

breakfast and a coat and tie to dinner.  Think you can remember all that?”  In the end, it 
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is Bauer’s skill as field manger that will remembered. 

Jim Palmer may have given Bauer the finest compliment: “He played on some of the 

greatest teams that ever played and brought the Orioles their World Series title.  That’s 

saying something.  He was a players’ manager. He didn’t overcomplicate things.  He 

was my first manager in the major leagues.  He gave me my first opportunity (in 1965) 

when he could have kept other people.  I was lucky; he was a Jim Palmer fan.  You 

can’t get into the Hall of Fame without your first chance.” 

As a decorated combat veteran, a celebrated 14 year player with New York, and famed 

manager in Baltimore, Bauer will always be remembered in the annals of the Yankees 

and Orioles.  Undeniably, Hank Bauer’s place in the history of both franchises is 

deserved and will not be forgotten. 

 

3. BOB WOLFF, Broadcasting Legend:  Library of Congress Captures Classic 

Recordings 

There’s no better way to mark opening day of the baseball season than by spending it with 

Bob Wolff, cited by the Guinness Book of World Records as the longest-running sportscaster. 

The 93-year-old broadcaster—who’s still going strong—became the pioneer television voice 

for the Washington Senators in 1947, a stint that propelled him to the national networks and 

the Baseball and Basketball Halls of Fame. 

At a special Smithsonian Institute event April 1, Wolff will review his career in a conversation 

with Phil Hochberg, another sportscasting vet, in what’s sure to be an out-of-the ballpark 

evening. . 

The talk will be held from 6:45 P.M. to 8:45 P.M. at the Smithsonian Ripley Center, 1100 

Jefferson Drive SW, Washington, D.C.  Tickets are $30 for members, $42 for non-members. 

Wolff’s amazing career began in radio in 1939 and includes television play-by-play for teams in 

five different sports—the New York Knicks, New York Rangers, Washington Senators, 
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Minnesota Twins, Baltimore Colts, Washington Redskins, Cleveland Browns, and soccer’s 

Tampa Bay Rowdies, plus thousands of other sports programs. 

Wolff’s broadcasts of pitcher Don Larsen’s perfect game in the 1956 World Series and of the 

Baltimore Colts’ overtime win over the New York Giants in the NFL championship game in 

1958, called "the greatest football game ever played," have become sportscasting classics. 

Wolff has also broadcast the Stanley Cup and the NBA championship, making him the only 

sportscaster to call the play-by-play of the four major professional sports championships. 

More than 70 years of Wolff’s broadcasts and interviews—with legends including Babe Ruth, 

Ty Cobb, Ted Williams, Joe DiMaggio, and Jackie Robinson—are now part of the audio 

collection of the Library of Congress. 

 

4. FILM SERIES GET-TOGETHERS PLANNED:  Come Watch Vintage Baseball Movies, 

By Mark Pattison 

Because of the interest generated in the “Play Ball!” film series, chapter officers have 

corresponded and we’re going to go ahead and offer FIVE get-togethers from this series. In 

chronological order, they are: 

 “Damn Yankees” Monday, Feb. 24, 9 P.M. 

 “Eight Men Out” Monday, March 24, 7:15 P.M. 

 “The Rookie” Saturday, April 5, 11 A.M. (free) 

 “Sugar” Tuesday, April 8, 7:10 P.M. 

 “42” Tuesday, April 15, 4:20 P.M. (free), followed by Maryland Hot Stove at 6:30 P.M. 

We’ll send reminders as the dates approach.  For the evening screenings, you may want to 

have a bite to eat before the movie.  Buy your ticket first, then take in one of downtown Silver 

Spring’s many restaurants.  For the free movies, it’s a very good idea to get in line EARLY, see 

the movie, then head somewhere for lunch, or, in the case of April 15, to the Tastee Diner a 

few blocks away for dinner. 
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With 25 films in the series, you may have other favorites, and I’m willing to act as a conduit if 

you want to pull together other SABR members to join you at the movies.  Messages will be 

sent along the lines of  “Joe Blow wants to see the Feb. 30 screening of ‘Batboy’ with other 

SABR members. Get in touch with Joe at joe@joeblow.com if you’re interested.” 

Tickets—except for the free and $5 films—are $12 for general admission; $10 for seniors ages 

65-up, students and military with valid ID; $8.50 for AFI members at least “Two Star” level; $7 

for kids 12-under; and $9 for Monday-Friday matinees starting before 6:00 P.M. 

You can buy tickets online at: 

http://silver.afi.com/visInternetTicketing/%281x10y22upcnkca55slx3czb0%29/visSelect.aspx?vi

sCinId=1001 

 

The full schedule of films is also available at http://afi.com/silver/films/Calendar.aspx But to 

make it easier, here is both an alphabetical and chronological list of the titles in the series, with 

titles, dates and times: 

 “Alibi Ike”: Sunday, Feb. 16, 11 A.M., Thursday, Feb. 20, 5:15 P.M. 

 “Angels in the Outfield”:  Saturday, Feb. 15, 11 A.M., Tuesday, Feb. 18, 5:15 P.M. 

 “The Bad News Bears”: Friday, March 7, 7:40 P.M., Sunday, March 9, 6:30 P.M. 

 “The Bingo Long Traveling All-Stars & Motor Kings”: Sunday, Feb. 16, 5 P.M., 

Wednesday, Feb. 19, 9 P.M., Thursday, Feb. 20, 9 P.M. 

 “Bull Durham”:  Friday, March 21, 7:30 P.M., Monday, March 24, 9:40 P.M., 

Wednesday, March 26, 6:30 P.M. 

 “Damn Yankees!”:  Sunday, Feb. 23, 11 A.M., Monday, Feb. 24, 9 P.M., Wednesday, 

Feb. 26, 2 P.M., Thursday, Feb. 27, 8:45 P.M. 

 “Eight Men Out”: Monday, March 24, 7:15 P.M., Wednesday, March 26, 9:20 P.M. 

 “Field of Dreams”:  Saturday, March 1, 11 A.M. 
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 “42”:  Sunday, April 13, 5:30 P.M., Tuesday, April 15, 4:20 P.M., free, Tuesday, April 15, 

7 P.M., free 

 “Hank Aaron: Chasing the Dream”:  Saturday, April 5, 3:45 P.M., $5 

 “It Happens Every Spring”:  Sunday, Feb. 9, 11:10 A.M., Tuesday, Feb. 11, 5:15 P.M. 

 “The Jackie Robinson Story”:  Saturday, Feb. 8, 1 P.M., free 

 “Jews and Baseball: An American Love Story”:  Wednesday, April 2, 7 P.M., $5 

 “Knuckleball!”:  Sunday, March 2, 11 A.M., $5 

 “A League of Their Own”:  Sunday, March 23, 1 P.M. 

 

 “The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg” (plus in-person talk by director Aviva 

Kempner): Sunday, April 6, 5:15 P.M., $5 

 “The Lost Son of Havana”:  Thursday, April 10, 7:10 P.M., $5, Saturday, March 29, 10 

A.M., $5, Monday, March 31, 9:45 P.M., $5 

 “Moneyball”:  Saturday, April 12, 2:45 P.M., Monday, April 14, 7 P.M. 

 “The Natural”: Friday, March 7, 2:30 P.M., Sunday, March 9, 11 A.M. 

 Rare films from the Baseball Hall of Fame:  Wednesday, April 16, 7 P.M. 

 “The Rookie”:  Saturday, April 5, 11 A.M., free 

 “The Sandlot”  Saturday, March 29, 11:15 A.M., free 

 “Sugar”:  Tuesday, April 8, 7:10 P.M. 

 “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”:  Saturday, Feb. 22, 11 A.M., Wednesday, Feb. 26, 

4:30 P.M. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0453562/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0113254/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0041514/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0042609/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1583743/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2343601/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104694/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0208261/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1362435/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1210166/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087781/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://amherstcinema.org/films-and-events/rare-films-baseball-hall-fame
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0265662/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0265662/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0990413/?ref_=fn_al_tt_3
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0041944/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1


5. BASEBALL STATS INTERN SOUGHT 

KPS Sports is a sports agency in the Washington, D.C.-area specializing in the representation 

of pro baseball players. They’re starting a search for a student intern, particularly one that's 

geared more towards the statistics and research aspect of baseball and was hoping that the 

SABR community could be one of our primary outlets in our candidate search. For further 

information and a job description, contact David Spiegel by calling 817-239-1310 or at 

dspiegel@kpssports.com 

http://kpssports.com/services/#career
mailto:dspiegel@kpssports.com

