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A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester December, 2016 

In the News 

Wild Bill Wright goes into the 
Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame 

Can We Get Leon Day into the 
Maryland State Athletic Hall of Fame?

hrough the persistent efforts of SABR Negro 

League committee member and Malloy Conference 

regular Bryan Steverson, the Tennessee Sports 

Hall of Fame announced on November 1st, the names of 

11 inductees to be enshrined at its 51st Annual Induction 

Banquet on Saturday, June 3, 2017, at the Omni-Nashville 

Hotel. 

The Sports Hall of Fame, which held its first 

Induction Banquet in 1966, has as its goal to enshrine 

successful teams and individuals who display 

sportsmanship, good character and success, creating a 

legacy for others to follow. The Tennessee Sports HOF 

Museum is housed in Nashville's Bridgestone Arena. 

Already a member of 

the Mexican Sports Hall of 

Fame, this big, strong, swift 

Baltimore Elite Giants' star 

was a wide-ranging center 

fielder with a strong arm. 

One of the fastest men in the 

league, he was also the 

cleanup hitter and could hit 

the long ball. The switch-

hitter was best in clutch 

situations. Appeared nine 

times in the East-West All 

Stars classic, from 1935 to 

1945, where he rapped the 

Negro American League's 

best pitchers for a .355 

average, and .452 slugging percentage.. 

After finally retiring from the game, the popular 

outfielder opened a restaurant, Bill Wright's El Dugout, 

in Aguascalientes, Mexico. Wright enjoyed a long career 

and attained legendary status on the baseball diamonds 

south of the border, and in recognition was elected to the 
Mexican Sports Hall of Fame.  

Often compared to Yankee Clipper, Joe 

DiMaggio, Wild Bill reported in an 1989 New York Times 

interview, "I was faster and covered more ground than 

DiMaggio, so I know I could have played in the Major 

Leagues."

Michelle Freeman, a regular attendee at the Malloy 

Conference and chairperson of Leon Day Foundation, Inc., 

is soliciting help to get this immortal of the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, a 

little state recognition.  

The Leon Day Foundation, a 501(c)3, provides 

West Baltimore youth with opportunities to play baseball. 

Founded in 2001, the foundation supports local youth 

league teams, book scholarships for high school youth 

athletes, underwrites Baseball Tuesdays (summer 

instructional baseball program, and the annual Leon Day 

Festival at Leon Day Park.  
Recently on October 29, 2016, the Foundation 

hosted, along with Mrs. Geraldine Day, a 100th Birthday 

Celebration for the 

late Leon Day. The 

purpose of the event 

was to raise funds for 

the Foundation to 

promote youth 

baseball activities. 

The event was held at 

the Babe Ruth 

Birthplace Museum.  

Contributions are always welcomed at: 

leondaypark@gmail.com or contact Ms. Freeman at: 

443.267.8383 with in-kind or monetary donations. 

T 
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The Jerry Malloy Conference is going 
to Harrisburg, PA, in July 

he conference is a reunion, a celebration of 20 

years of Malloy Conferences, along with 46 years 

of SABR's Negro League Committee, and of 150 

Years of Blackball in Harrisburg. Our scope of 

Harrisburg's Blackball History starts with T. Morris 

Chester and the Monrovian Club of 1867; John "Jack" 

Frye & Clarence Williams of the Cuban Giants (aka 

Harrisburg Gorhams); Hall of Fame teammates Frank 

Grant & Hughie Jennings on the 1890 Ponies (today's 

Harrisburg Senators); thru Colonel Strothers and the 

Harrisburg Colored Giants; Danny McClellan's Perfecto 

(with Williams catching in York, PA); the 1903 Colored 

World Series on the Island; the Roaring Twenties of the 

Harrisburg Giants; the Homeboys - Spots Poles & Rap 

Dixon; the '43 Stars selling War Bonds; the several 

Harrisburgers on the '52 Pittsburgh Courier poll; Bunny 

Downs find of Hank Aaron; the integrated 1954 

Harrisburg Giants on up to the modern day movement to 

honor the Negro Leagues. 

We plan to attend a game on Friday evening in 

celebration of the 21st annual Harrisburg Negro League 

Commemorative Night. It is our hope that the conference 

encompasses, brotherhood and family of which the Malloy 

has exemplified like no other venue. 

The 1908 Harrisburg Giants in front of Strothers' pool hall. 
Our site coordinator for the 20th Jerry Malloy 

Conference is long-time SABR member and conference 

originator, Ted Knorr. You may reach Knorr at: 

papabell@aol.com  
Expect more details and a Registration form in the 

next few weeks.  The host hotel, the Hilton Harrisburg, 

will provide a link for online registration very soon.  

 

Meanwhile, don't forget to SAVE THE DATES, 

July 27 through July 30 
Check www.sabr.org/malloy or 

http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html or 

FaceBook for programming and updates. 

They Said We Couldn't Play: An Oral 
History of the Philadelphia Stars, 

narrated by Phillies star Ryan Howard 

n 1997, Major League Baseball celebrated the 50th 

anniversary of Jackie Robinson's breaking the color 

barrier to become the first black player in the Major 

Leagues. Each team retired No. 42 to serve as a perpetual 

tribute to his greatness. But what about the men who paved 

the way for Robinson's journey to this important milestone in 

American History? 

This DVD, 

courtesy of Philip 

Ross, chronicles the 

trials and triumphs of 

the American Negro 

Leagues . . . proving 

ground for great 

athletes where the game 

of baseball was played 

with an unusual flair 

and only the ball was 

white. 

These 

entertaining and 

successful leagues 

spawned dozens of 

legendary players and 

future Hall of Famers.  

The Philadelphia Stars were among the many teams 

in this circuit and provided a unique alternative to the 

Athletics and Phillies for local baseball fans in the first half of 

the 20th century.  

They Said We Couldn't Play provides an oral history 

from the men who lived it . . the surviving members of the 

Philadelphia Stars. Few in number but rich in history, these 

men help to paint a picture of a very different America . . a 

piece where dreams could eventually come true, but not 

without struggle and sacrifice.  

The DVD, 73 minutes long, features commentary by 

Wilmer Harris, Bill Cash, Gene Benson, Mahlon Duckett, 

Harold Gould and Stanley "Doc" Glenn. 

The 2015 video is written and produced by Dan 

Stephenson. The cover artwork is done by renowned artist 

Dane Tilghman. Some of Tilghman's work is showcased in 

the executive offices of the Phillies. View his extraordinary 

artistry at: https://www.wesellfineart.com/artist/dane-

tilghman/dane-tilghmans-art/  

 

LATE BREAKING NEWS: Kansas City 

Monarch and Detroit Stars pitcher Melvin Luther "Mel" 

Duncan passed away on November 28th, at 1:00 am, in 

Ypsilanti, MI. He was 87. Duncan spent three years in the 

Negro American League, and was a regular at the Jerry 

Malloy NL Conference. His animated energy will be missed.  

T I 
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How Can We Help Each Other? 
In October, I sent out two research questions to our 
500 members. Below are some of their responses. 
 
1. What former Negro League Players need 
biographies or a more in-depth biography 
needs to be written? 
 
An index of all Negro League biographies was 
also requested. 

 Newt Allen 

 Sherwood Brewer 

 Barney Brown 

 Dave Brown 

 Ray Brown   

 Willard Brown   

 Leon Day 

 John Donaldson 

 Willie Foster   

 Bud Fowler 

 Frank Grant   

 Joe Greene 

 Pete Hill   

 Clarence "Fats" 
Jenkins 

 Sam Jethroe 

 Grant "Home Run" Johnson 

 John Henry "Pop" Lloyd (upgrade requested) 

 Collins Jones 

 Dick Lundy 

 Hurley McNair 

 Walt Owens 

 Art "Superman" Pennington 

 Richard "Cannonball Dick" Redding 

 Wilber "Bullet" Rogan (upgrade requested) 

 Hilton Smith   

 Theolic "Fireball" Smith 

 Quincy Trouppe 

 Ben Taylor   

 The Taylor Brothers (several votes) 

 George Stovey 

 Clarence Williams 

 Jud Wilson   

 Cristobal Torriente   

 Sol White (more in-depth bio)   

 "Smokey Joe" Williams   

 James "Nip" Winters 
Cooperstown Hall of Famers in Bold 
Also requested are biographies of early day 
stars from the Negro Leagues modeled after 
SABR's "Nineteenth Century Stars" and "Stars 
of the Deadball Era." 

 
2. What Negro League team histories would you 
like to read? 

 1928-31 St. Louis Stars 

 1913-17 New York Lincoln Giants 

 1916-21 Chicago American Giants 

 Brooklyn Royal Giants 

 Cleveland Buckeyes 

 Cuban X-Giants 

 Harrisburg Giants 

 Memphis Red Sox 

 Newark Eagles 

 Philadelphia Stars 

 St. Louis Giants/Stars 

 Toledo Crawfords 
 
One researcher added, with more and more 
sources now available, he would like to see team 

history upgrades for the: 
 Baltimore Elite Giants 

 Chicago American Giants 

 Homestead Grays 

 Indianapolis ABCs 

 Kansas City Monarchs, with emphasis on its 
KKK connections. 

 Pittsburgh Crawfords 

 
IN THE WORKS ARE: 
Biographies about Oscar Charleston, Cool Papa 
Bell, Biz Mackey, Cum Posey, J.L. Wilkinson, and Ed 
Bolden. Team histories about the Baltimore Black 
Sox and the Page Fence Giants are being done.  

 
Another researcher chimed in: 

If we really want to unlock the history of the Negro 

leagues, we need a central, accessible Retrosheet-like 

database that includes box scores (where available) and line 

scores of every game that any black baseball team ever 

played. Each of those games should then ideally contain links 

to PDFs of game accounts taken from various papers. What a 

boon to researchers and historians this would be! As you 

know, right now I am in the midst of trying to find everything 

ever written about a [Hall of Famer], and every game he ever 

played or managed. Surely these games have been looked up 

by scores of researchers before me, but they are not available 

anywhere. 

He also added, "You know what we really need? A 

history of the United States League. Even if it is just a very 

long essay. That really needs to be done." 

Another request: a social history of the Negro 

Leagues that focuses on what life was like for the players and 

their families on a granular level.  
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Was Satchel Paige the best Major League 
pitcher in tough situations? 

Below are the findings from Cyril Morong and shared by 
Rod Nelson, about High Leverage pitching situations. 

sing Baseball Reference and the Play Index, Cyril 

Morong found that about 43.86% of the ABs against 

Satchel Paige in 1952 were in High Leverage 

situations. He did not check the "Exclude Results Which are 

Incomplete" option. 

Morong called up all pitchers who had at least 500 

ABs against in total and at least 200 ABs against in High 

Leverage situations from 1946-60 for single seasons. That 

was 99 pitchers. 

Paige leads in percent of ABs in High Leverage 

situations. In second place is Jim Konstanty, 1950 at 42.43% 

(227/535). Many of you know that Konstanty won the NL 

MVP award that year for his relief work.  

The next highest is Mickey McDermott, 1951 at 

32.37%. Then everyone else is below 30%. Paige pitched 138 

innings that year and his stats are generally good, at age 45 (or 

so). Did he accomplish something great that year that has not 

been noticed before, considering how much of his effort was 

in High Leverage situations? 

The SABR community welcomes your thoughts on 

Morong's findings on this great athlete and pitcher. 

 

The John Jordan "Buck" O'Neil Memorial 
Bridge is dedicated. 

n October 6, 2016, the Broadway Bridge, in Kansas 

City, MO, was renamed in honor of an American 

icon, Buck O'Neil. The dedication occurred on the 

10th anniversary of his death.  

O'Neil was a first baseman and manager for the 

Kansas City Monarchs. He also scouted for the Chicago 

Cubs and in 1962, O'Neil became the first African-American 

coach in the Major Leagues with the Cubs. He later joined the 

Kansas City Royals as a scout in 1988, and became an 

ambassador for all of baseball.  

He helped establish the Negro Leagues Baseball 

Museum in Kansas City, in 1990, and served as board 

chairman until his death in 2006. 

Missouri Senators Ryan Silvey and Jason Holsman 

sponsored the legislation to rename the Broadway Bridge in 

honor of Mr. O'Neil.  

Gentleman Dave Malarcher Goes into the 
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame 

ead excerpts from Ryan Whirty's article about this 

overdue honor for this American Giant.  

Soon after the National Baseball Hall of Fame 

announced that Satchel Paige would in 1971 become the first 

Negro League player to enter the hallowed halls of 

Cooperstown, Convent native David Malarcher reacted with 

jubilation. 

Malarcher, who had toiled as a much-admired player 

and manager when the national pastime was divided by 

segregation, viewed Paige’s admission to the National Hall of 

Fame as a landmark development and milestone in the 

decades-long effort to, at long last, earn the Negro Leagues, 

its players, managers, owners, journalists and fans the respect 

that had eluded them for so long. 

Paradoxically, 

though, while dozens of 

Negro Leaguers have since 

been inducted into 

Cooperstown and popular 

knowledge and awareness of 

blackball’s existence and 

legacy has skyrocketed, 

Malarcher remains, in the 

minds of many observers 

and historians, one of the 

most under-appreciated and 

overlooked figures in Negro 

Leagues history. 

Malarcher’s 

greatness as a player and manager has somehow flown under 

the radar and has only recently started coming to light in his 

native Pelican State. In 2015, the New Orleans Zephyrs 

inducted him into their New Orleans Professional Baseball 

Hall of Fame, an honor that’s now being duplicated by the 

Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame. 

On June 25 in Natchitoches, Malarcher was enshrined 

as part of the 11-member Class of 2016 in ceremonies at the 

Natchitoches Events Center, just a long fly ball away from the 

$23 million Hall of Fame museum. 

Still, perhaps the lack of recognition stems from 

Malarcher’s personality and disposition. Malarcher possessed 

a quiet, unassuming nature, someone who didn’t seek the 

limelight and who remained content to simply help his teams 

win championships. 

But even more so, Malarcher — who died in Chicago 

in 1982, at the age of 81 — was a sort of Renaissance man in 

the annals of Negro League baseball — a college graduate, a 

World War I veteran, a scholar, a poet, an activist, a slick-

fielding third baseman, a championship-winning manager. 

The complete article by Whirty can be found at: 

http://www.theadvocate.com/new_orleans/sports/article_
22bd826b-413a-55ff-9311-a1a39951181d.html  

U 

O 
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Hot Stove Reading . . . . .  
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Jeremy Krock's Grave Marker Project Update 
Welday Walker: The 2nd African 

American in MLB Gets a Headstone 
he excerpt below is taken from Ryan Whirty's 

website; 

https://homeplatedontmove.wordpress.com/   

SABR member Craig Brown, who toiled with 

the Negro League Baseball Grave Marker Project to 

raise money for, create and place a headstone at the 

previously unmarked grave of Weldy Walker, the second 

openly African American to play in the Majors, 

following his brother, Moses Fleetwood Walker. The 

efforts of Craig and others came to fruition in 

September, when a beautiful new marker was installed at 

Weldy’s burial spot. Below are brief comments written 

by Brown to 

mark the 

occasion. 

Enjoy, and 

congrats to 

Craig Brown 

and his team 

on their 

success! 

Welday Walker later became the second African 

American to play Major League baseball on July 15, 

1884 as a Toledo Blue Stocking. Of course, this is after 

his older brother debuted as the first known African 

American to play Major League Baseball on May 1, 

1884. 

There is a very good reason that Welday should 

be remembered in his own right. Being one of only two 

African Americans to openly play Major League 

Baseball as almost 80 years before Jackie Robinson 

broke the color barrier is a pretty big deal. The very 

presence of the Walker Brothers in Major League 

Baseball actually created the color barrier. Both of these 

men were pioneers and deserve credit for showing the 

world that African Americans were capable and in every 

way equal to white Americans. They were testaments 

against the prevailing view of Social Darwinism. 

Months ago enough money was raised in 

connection with the Society for American Baseball 

Research to buy Welday Walker a headstone. We hope 

to plan a ceremony in the spring. It is our hope that 

people will begin to talk about the African-American 

man who was second to play Major League Baseball. 

We also hope that this act will lead to a broader 

discussion about Weldy’s life as a vocal opponent 

against discrimination and as an early civil rights pioneer 

in his own right.

Topeka Jack Johnson Honored with a Marker 
n October 29, 2016, John Thomas Johnson, 

better known as Topeka Jack was honored at 

Mount Auburn Cemetery, in Topeka, Kansas. 

This effort was led by SABR member and awesome 

Kansas Baseball historian and scholar, Jan Johnson (no 

relation to Topeka Jack Johnson).  

Topeka Jack was a boxer, who fought Sam 

Langford and Jack Johnson in exhibition bouts, was 

key member of several baseball clubs; the Chicago 

Unions, Chicago Union Giants, Topeka Giants, 

Minneapolis Keystones, Kansas City (KS) Giants and 

the Kansas City (MO) Royal Giants. 

His talents were best expressed by Gary 

Ashwill in his Agate Type blog posting; " . . . perhaps 

the most important 

figure in the early 

history of the 

thriving black 

baseball scene in 

Topeka . . . As a 

baseball player, 

manager and league 

president, an early 

proponent of a 

Negro National 

League' . . . and as a 

boxer and trainer of 

boxers, Topeka Jack 

Johnson left his mark 

on the history of 

African American 

sports in America." 

The marker 

dedication took place 

at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic 

Museum. Former Mayor Doug Wright was Master of 

Ceremonies, with a welcome by current Mayor Larry 

Wolgast. Jan Johnson gave a capsule summary of 

Topeka Jack's achievements, supported by a 

commanding PowerPoint presentation.  

Dr. Jeremy Krock, drove several hundreds of 

miles to be with us, and gave perspective on the 

worthiness of the Grave Marker project, and why 

Topeka Jack should be honored. Local historian Jack 

Alexander connected the dots between generations with 

reminiscence thoughts.  

Patty Boldridge (pictured), the great grandniece 

of Topeka Jack, shared the family's perspective of this 

long overdue tribute.  

Later, we caravan to Mount Auburn Cemetery, 

as Pastor D.C. Clark, of the Shiloh Baptist Church, 

led a group in the unveiling of the headstone, as we sung 

"Blessed Assurance."  

T 
O 
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Sunrises! 

SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY CARD. 

DECEMBER 
  2

ND
 
 
- HENRY ELMORE - 75 

  3RD -  BILL HAYDEN - 92 

  6
TH

 – BILL LITTLE - 82 

  7
TH

 – ENRIQUE MAROTO - 84 

  9
TH

 – CLIFFORD "QUACK" BROWN – 86 

14
TH

 - HENRY SAVERSON - 87 

16
TH

 – JOE MARBURY - 78 

21
ST

 – CHARLES WELLS – 85, PAUL CASANOVA – 75 

23
RD

 – MAYNARD JORDAN - 88 

25
TH

  – JOHN MITCHELL - 79 

26
TH

 – ORLANDO O’FARRILL – 94, REGGIE HOWARD 82 

27
TH

  – JIM COBBIN - 82 
 

JANUARY 
  9

TH
 – FRANK MARSH – 86 

21
ST

 – PORTER REED – 94, JIM ROBINSON - 87 

26
TH

 – RON TEASLEY – 90 

27
TH

 – SAM TAYLOR – 88 

28
TH

 – TOMMY TAYLOR – 79 

30
TH

  – LONNIE HARRIS – 86 
 

FEBRUARY 
  4

TH
 – ERNIE NIMMONS – 87 

  5
TH

 – HANK AARON - 83 

  9
TH

 – MIKE HOULEMARD - 84 

12
TH

 – BILL DUMPSON - 87 

20TH
 – WALTER MCCOY - 94 

 

CORRECTION: MVP DON 

NEWCOMBE, FROM  

MADISON, NEW JERSEY 

TURNED 90 ON JUNE 14, 
2016. 
 

SABR’s Negro 

Leagues Committee 

Larry Lester - chair, 
LarryLester42@gmail.com  
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Sunsets . . .  

CLARENCE "CHOO CHOO" COLEMAN, 80 

died August 15, 2016, at the Regional Medical Center in 

Orangeburg, South Carolina. His niece Linda Hibbler 

reported that Coleman was born 

on August 18, 1935.  

Nicknamed "Choo-Choo" 

because he could run really fast as 

a youth, was a catcher with the 

Indianapolis Clowns in the 

Negro American League from 

1955 to 1957.  He later signed 

with the Washington Senators in 

1955, in the amateur draft. He 

would later play for the 

Philadelphia Phillies and the New York Mets, from 

1961 to 1963, and 1966. 

Upon departure from baseball, he owned and 

operated a restaurant in Newport News, Virginia, before 

retiring to Bamberg, South Carolina.  

 

JAMES STEPHEN "ZIPPER" ZAPP, SR., 
92, died September 30, 2016, in Killeen, Texas. After 

World War II ended, Zapp was signed by the Baltimore 

Elite Giants as an outfielder in 1945. 

In 1946, Zapp returned to Nashville to play for 

the Nashville Cubs for one season and then played for 

the Atlanta Black Crackers in 1947. 

After just one season in Atlanta, Zapp was 

signed by the Birmingham Black Barons of the NAL, 

teaming up with teenage rookie Willie Mays. 

Zapp and Mays helped lead Birmingham to the 

Negro American League title in 1948. 

One highlight of Zapp's career came in the 

playoffs that season when he hit the winning home run 

in the bottom of the ninth inning in Game three against 

the Kansas City Monarchs. 

Upon 

retirement from 

baseball in 1955, 

Zapp became the 

sports director of the 

Air Force's Civil 

Service Division in 

Big Springs, 

Texas. He retired in 

1979. 

For more 

knowledge, read a 

comprehensive Zapp biography by Bill Nowlin at: 
http://www.thenationalpastimemuseum.com/article/j
im-zapp  

Muffy and Jim 
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