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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

by John McMurray

In lore, the Deadball Era  is often remembered 
for teams’ aggressive play  and steadfast  reliance 
on the stolen base. With home runs being rare, 
the employment of speed and daring on the 
bases shaped this period more than any  other  in 
baseball history. From  1901  through 1919, teams 
averaged more than 100 stolen bases in  every 
season. Strikingly, from  1910 through 1914, 
American League teams exceeded 200 stolen 
bases each year  on average, with National League 
teams trailing only  slightly  behind during that 
span. Such robust  totals — there were more than 
1,000 total steals in each league in seventeen of 
the nineteen seasons that made up the Deadball 
Era — would not  be seen again in baseball until 
the early 1970s.
Yet it is also surprising how low individual stolen 
base totals were in  each season during the 
Deadball Era. Though it  is well known that no 
Deadball Era player  ever  stole as many  as 100 
bases in  a season, it  is less well-remembered that 
in  six  different seasons between 1901  and 1910, a 
mere 50 stolen bases would have been enough to 
lead the American League. In 1911, when the 
New York Giants led the National League with a 

continued on page 29

GROW AND KIMBERLY
CO-WINNERS OF

2015 RITTER AWARD

For  the first  time in the award’s history,  co-
winners have been named for the 2015 Larry 
Ritter Book Award. Both  Nathaniel Grow’s 
Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball’s 
Antitrust Exemption (University  of Illinois 
Press) and Chuck Kimberly’s The Days of Wee 
Willie, Old Cy and Baseball War: Scenes from 
the Dawn of the Deadball Era, 1900-1903 
(McFarland) were deemed worthy of the honor.
It  is never easy  to write a commendable account 
of baseball’s storied history, but  it is particularly 
difficult  to write a  praiseworthy  study  of the 
Deadball Era, which has been heavily  mined. 
Biographies of the era’s major  players, managers, 
club owners, and administrators are now 
available. So, too, are biographies of many  of its 
minor  lights. Moreover, we have works on its 
successful — and even its less successful — clubs, 
its pennant races, and its business machinations. 
Stories and anecdotes from  the era have been 
repeated endlessly. Grow and Kimberly  have 
successfully  brought  fresh voices to the era 
through their  perspectives,  materials,  and 
insights, while meeting other elements of the 
Ritter Award criteria.
In clear  and non-arcane prose Grow charts the 
Byzantine-like legal and judicial maneuvering 
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culminating in the landmark 1922 US Supreme 
Court decision, Federal Baseball Club of 
Baltimore, Inc. v.  National League of 
Professional Baseball Clubs,  that  protected 
Organized Baseball from  the nation’s anti-trust 
laws. He carefully  creates the context and 
provides the details whereby  players and owners 
sought to protect and enlarge their rights and 
interests. His deft delineation  of many  of the 
lesser- known courtroom challenges is 
particularly  valuable. Grow, an honors graduate 
of the University  of Michigan Law School and 
now  an Assistant Professor  of Legal Studies at 
the University  of Georgia’s Terry  College of 
Business, was delighted with the award. “Terrific 
News! My  sincere thanks … to the selection 
committee for  this distinguished honor,  a 
recognition that is particularly  rewarding 
considering the many  other  excellent  Deadball 
Era books released last year,”  Nathaniel said 
upon receiving word of the award.
For  his part, Kimberly  offers readers a new 
approach, fresh materials, and impressive 
judgments touching the Deadball Era’s first 
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The Larry  Ritter Book Award honors 
Lawrence S. Ritter (1922-2004), whose 1966 
The Glory of Their Times: The Story of the 
Early Days of Baseball Told by the Men Who 
Played It established the standard for 
baseball oral history. The award is granted by 
SABR’s Deadball Era Committee to the 
author  of the best book in the previous year 
on baseball between 1900 and 1919.  The 
winner must demonstrate original research 
or analysis, a fresh perspective, compelling 
thesis, impressive insight, accuracy, and 
clear,  graceful prose. The medal was first 
awarded by  SABR in 2002. The Larry  Ritter 
Book Award Committee, chaired by  Gail 
Rowe,  consisted of Jack Carlson, Mark Dugo, 
David Fle i tz , Craig Lammers, John 
McMurray, Mark Pattison,  Doug Skipper, 
Tom Simon, and Trey Strecker.

tumultuous years. Approaching his coverage on a 
year-by-year basis in crisp prose, he summarizes 
each season between 1900 and 1903, identifies 
noteworthy  (both in a  positive and negative 
sense) teams,  examines important trends, and 
spotlights notable and some less notable 
characters.  Kimberly  is particular adroit  at 
offering fascinating glimpses of players such as 
Pink Hawley,  Bill Kennedy,  Emmet Heidrick, 
Lefty  Davis, Roy  Patterson, Frank “Noodles” 
Hahn, George “Scoops” Carey, and Bill Bradley, 
who made brief,  often unnoticed,  but signal 
contributions to the American game. Kimberly  is 
a retired contract specialist  for the Department 
of Defense and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. He accepted announcement  of the 
award graciously. “This is a very  pleasant 
surprise. My  thanks to the members of the Ritter 
Committee both for the award and for the work 
that makes such an award possible,” said Chuck.
As in years past,  formal presentation of the 2015 
Ritter Award will be made during the meeting of 
the Deadball Era  Committee at SABR 45 in 
Chicago.

CORRECTION
In the February  newsletter, Bill Lamb’s article 
about Willie Delahanty  confused his 1912 
statistics with  those of his older brother Joe 
Delahanty. Joe was the Delahanty  who played 
for Wilkes-Barre that season. Willie finished 
his career with a brief stint with the 1912 
Zanesville (Ohio) Potters of the Class B 
Central League, batting .222  in 13 games. 
Thanks to Ed Washuta for straightening this 
out.

El Paso Herald, October 12, 1913

GAMES ARE TOO SLOW
  

The games are dragging along too slow  to suit 
the fans. If the magnates want to make home 
life more peaceful they  should begin the 
contests earlier. The hungry  fan might miss 
many a rolling pin at the door in that event.

The Donaldsonville (Louisiana) Chief, July 8, 1911
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all-army  baseball team at Honolulu, and the all-
army  team  in Chicago, and played the outfield 
with much credit to himself.”2

A Milwaukee Journal article captioned the 
“Military  Training of Baseball Players” gave 
readers much insight into what the ball players 
had to look forward to:

The baseball player lends himself to 
military  training more readily  than the 
average civilian, as his state of physical 
perfection is better, and for this reason his 
body  and mind have already  been taught 
to work in faster co-ordination.  As with 
the solider, the baseball player cannot 
hope for  success in his chosen profession 
unless he conforms to the laws of clean 
living.  It is also an undoubted fact  that as 
discipline is the foundation of military 
efficiency  of the soldier, so is discipline 
necessary  to the ball player if he wishes to 
be of value to his manager and his team. 
Army  training develops disciplined 
decision, which on the ball field means 
lightening co-operation between the 
player and his manager.
In the soldier training given a ball player a 
part of the instructions to civilians also 
athletically  inclined may  be omitted. 
Setting up exercises will not be entirely 
omitted,  because even the highest  trained 
soldiers are constantly  given this type of 
drill in the regular army,  and generally 
before breakfast.
Drills to be effective and carried on with 
the full spirit and attention of the men, 
must be made interesting. Interest  must 
never  lag, nor should those drilled be 
unduly  fatigued. To gain this end drills 
must be alternated, and of short and 
snappy  duration.  The period of one hour 
may be divided as follows, if practicable:

Ten minutes setting up exercises 
(before breakfast if possible),
Fifteen minutes squad drill,
Five minutes rest with explanations,

A DESCRIPTION OF MILITARY 
DRILLING FOR BASEBALL 

TEAMS DURING WORLD WAR I

by Dennis Pajot

In early  1917  America  was getting closer and 
closer to entering the ongoing war “over  there.” 
It  is certainly  rather well known that  major 
league teams took up drilling during spring 
training of that season. Less well known is that 
some minor league clubs followed in these 
footsteps, and even less is known by  most of us 
what was done in  these drills. The Milwaukee 
Brewers of the American Association were one of 
the minor league clubs to drill in the spring, and 
we have some good descriptions of what was 
happening.
It  all  began for  the Brewers on March 8, 1917, 
when club president A.F. Timme asked the 
United States War Department to assign a 
drillmaster to his team’s spring training camp at 
Lake Wichita,  Texas. Timme told the Milwaukee 
Sentinel: “While I am strong for peace, I believe 
in  preparedness, and the club intends to do its 
bit in  case of trouble. The players will be given 
military  drill every  day, so that  if any  of them are 
called they  will be able to tell their right foot 
from their left  and know which end of a rifle the 
bullets come out.  Even if there is no trouble the 
drill will help condition the athletes and loosen 
the winter kinks in their systems. In the event of 
trouble the club will endeavor as far  as it  can to 
help the families who are called. I hope there will 
be no necessity  of any  of the boys going, but  if 
they  do we will go the limit to help those they 
leave behind.”1

It  was reported that the Brewers were the only 
minor  league club to secure an army  officer to 
drill at spring camp. Army  Sergeant  Jack H. 
Waidley  of Chicago was assigned to drill  the 
Milwaukee baseball players. The sergeant arrived 
in  Milwaukee on Saturday, March 10, and left for 
Texas the next day.  The Milwaukee Journal 
reported “Sgt.  Waidley  is a soldier of high 
character, and has had about 9  years of service in 
all parts of the world.  He was a member of the 
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for the feet before and after  a hard day’s 
march. How to take care of himself.3

President  Timme went one more step in his 
military  appearances. He announced the Brewer 
uniform  this season would be light gray  with pin 
stripes,  and have a military  collar. In addition, an 
American flag  was to be sown on the sleeve. The 
cap and socks would be the same color as 1916.4 
It  was reported the Brewers were the only  team 
in  the American Association  that would wear  the 
flag on their uniform. Timme gave a specific 
reason for all this: “We want to do our  share,  at 
home and in the other  cities,  in effectually 

Fifteen minutes company drill,
Five minutes rest with explanations,
Ten minutes Butt’s Manual.

During the rest intervals the instructor 
will make use of the time by  explanations, 
answering questions and correcting errors 
in the movements just executed.  A 
number of copies of the Infantry  Drill 
Regulations will be furnished, and each 
ball player directed to read the same. Be 
sure men understand the meaning of 
terms used in dril l . Explain how 
c o m m a n d s a r e g i v e n a n d w h i c h 
commands are preparatory,  and which of 
execution that start the movements. 
Explain signals and how used in drill. 
Important that  men should be taught 
position of the soldier.
In the school of the soldier. The various 
salutes, facings, right,  left, about, half 
right. Marchings — length of step, 
cadence,  both in quick and double time, 
and marking time, half step, right  step, 
back step.  By  the right and left flank, and 
to the rear, also change step.
Nomenclature of the rifle, its range, power 
of penetration,  and other  facts essential to 
effective rifle fire. Each man will be 
instructed individually  in the loadings and 
firings,  and the art of setting sights, 
followed by  the Manual of Arms and 
Bayonet Exercises. Men should be 
grouped in squads, taught to fall in 
properly, dress, count off. Take interval to 
the right or  left, and to take distance to 
the front. Show the simple setting-up 
exercise.  Pick squad leaders and make 
them acting corporals.
The single movements of Butts Manual as 
are usually  executed to music and with the 
rifle will be taught to men with baseball 
bats in place of rifles. First aid instruction 
in  primary  principals will be given. Teach 
individual cooking whenever possible. 
Show how to make up a pack and to pitch 
and break shelter  tent camps. How to care 

A.F. Timme in uniform
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sings the song or the baseball team  that 
announces its policy  to give its members 
military  training, they  both “get us”  in our 
patriotic spot. Because we are willing to 
pay, too, when we are especially  fired with 
e n t h u s i a s m , m a y  h a v e b e e n a 
consideration for this new  movement. 
That is the practical side of the thing.
If we can disassociate the patriotic aspect 
of the idea from  the practical, we have left 
nothing but  the utilitarian feature and in 
my  humble judgment, there is might little 
to that  aspect of the case. If baseball 
managers have lost their  facility  of 
keeping their  men properly  conditioned 
through  training table rules,  practice and 
actual play, then I think no military 
training will help them out. Neither do I 
think the sort of training they  will get will 
materially  strengthen the fighting ability 

answering the slanderous attacks which have 
been made upon the loyalty  of Milwaukeeans.”5 
This, of course, referred to the very  German 
ethnic makeup of Milwaukee.
The military  drills at the spring training camp 
was seen with  a jaundiced eye by  the Milwaukee 
Sentinel, in whose pages this editorial was 
written the day Sgt. Waidley left for Texas.

This idea of military  training of baseball 
players is interesting. It is both 
s e n t i m e n t a l a n d p r a c t i c a l . T h e 
sentimental is appealed to through the 
patriotic aspect  and the practical through 
the obvious. Baseball needs the public. 
Attendance and consequent dollars are 
necessary  to its existence. Its inherent 
qualities as a sport must be augmented to 
get the money. Patriotism  is an excitant 
and a liberalizer. Give the public 
something to “holler”  about and it will “let 
go.”
That’s the sentimental, merging into the 
practical. The public very  deftly  is 
informed that the Loose Sox, for  example, 
will be subjected to rigid military  training 
this year. Instantly  the receptive mind of 
the great  American public visualizes the 
team prancing onto the field from  the club 
house in close formation under  double 
quick orders, with the Stars and Stripes 
gaily  waving  in advance, and forthwith the 
average American mind registers 
excitement and enthusiasm and bang goes 
50 cents before it “comes to.”
It  is a wonderful conception and the best 
part of it is, nobody  will have the nerve to 
“kid it.” It will “get  by,” therefore, without 
a struggle and I have no doubt will “go 
big,”  besides, for we Americans do love 
this “holler” stuff. We love to rise up and 
to jump up and down and get all “het  up,” 
to the other  fellow’s manifest benefit and 
advantage, and, after all, why not?
The fundamental of the thing is all right. 
We are patriotic and it doesn’t mind very 
much to us whether it is the actress who 

Sgt. Jack Waidley instructing Scout Billy 
Doyle in use of Army Rifle
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the greatest corps of grenade throwers in this 
part of the world. For  it is understood in this part 
of the work that  not only  the French and 
Russians, but even the British have to be 
specially  trained. The British  system  of throwing 
a ball in cricket is different than that used by  our 
baseball players. As can be plainly  seen, training 
and discipline is the only  way  to have 
effectiveness and success.”10

During the second week of drilling  in  Texas the 
Brewers began practicing in the manual of arms, 
using their  bats for rifles. An exhibition drill by 
the Brewers was scheduled to prelude that 
Sunday’s game with the Dallas Submarines.11 At 
least  three of the Brewers had been doing 
excellent work in the spring and Sgt. Waidley 
designated them as corporals of the squad. They 
were pitcher John Shackelford, infielder  Jack 
Martin, and veteran pitcher Cy  Slapnicka. The 
sergeant had an idea that he passed on to Brewer 
manager  Shay. He though the Brewers should 
consider using the army  signal code, wig-wags, 
instead of the customary  baseball signs. By 
giving orders to his men on the field by  this flag 
system, it  would be hard to steal the signs, as the 
Brewers were the only  club in the American 
Association that had military  training.12 Danny 
Shay’s thoughts on the matter  were never 
recorded.

of the United States in very  pressing time 
of stress. The number would be too small.
No; if I were to make the guess of an 
amateur  thinker, I would say  military 
training was a  very  good thing for  baseball 
— from the practical point of view.6

When the Brewers arrived in Lake Wichita  on 
March  13, so did Sgt. Waidley. There was a short 
afternoon training that Tuesday. No one was 
excused from  this part of the program, even the 
poor  Brewer scout, Billy  Doyle, who had to hustle 
around to the lively  marching cadence 
pronounced by  the instructor. To give the players 
incentive a $50 suit  of clothes was to be 
rewarded to the best  drilled man at  the end of 
training. This was later changed to simply  a 
check for $50. Manager Danny  Shay  offered a 
second prize of $25 to help stimulate interest in 
the drills.7

Sgt. Waidley  put  the boys through at least a full 
hour drill  for  the next week, and they  fast were 
becoming proficient in the army  game.8 Brownie 
of the Milwaukee Journal wrote: “In fifteen or 
more springs spent  at training camps I have 
never  seen a bunch of players take anything 
except their meals as seriously  as they  are falling 
for these military  drills. And you really  have got 
to hand it  to Sergt.  Waidley  for  the way  he 
handles his men. Just imagine a  bunch of ball 
players going through fifteen minutes of drill 
without speaking.  I heard them get a balling out, 
too, for  missing their cues and never a murmur. 
And would you believe it  they  really  are getting 
so they can march.”9

At the end of the second week things began to get 
a little more interesting. Sgt. Waidley  wrote the 
following, which must have made things seem a 
little more real to players and readers. “Hand 
grenades are very  necessary  now in modern 
warfare, of great value, and in constant use in 
Europe. The effectiveness depends upon the 
accuracy  of the soldier throwing them. They  are 
somewhat the size of a baseball,  and as ball 
players are not only  good, long range throwers, 
but  trained in control and accuracy,  it  is believed 
through  this baseball training that we will have 

John Beall, Sgt. Waidley, Jap Barbeau

M
ilw

au
ke

e 
Jo

ur
na

l ,
 M

ar
ch

 2
1,

 19
17



Page 8 - The Inside Game - Vol. XV, No. 2

several major  league clubs had already  decided 
to do this. I found nothing that Hickey  ordered, 
or even suggested, other owners donate receipts 
to the war  effort, but the day  before opening day 
the league president did order all clubs to hold 
drills. At the time only  Milwaukee and 
Indianapolis were doing this.15

The day  the Brewers arrived in Milwaukee, 
representatives of the Milwaukee baseball team 
reported for duty  to the ranking officer of the 
United States army. The representatives were 
Corporals Cy  Slapnicka and Jack Martin, in the 
company  of Sgt. Waidley. The ceremony  was 
brief and simple, and was merely  an introduction 
of the noncommissioned officers of the team to 
Capt. T.T. Cathro, in charge of recruiting for the 
army  for  the Wisconsin district.  With  this 
reporting for  duty, the Brewers came under  the 
direct jurisdiction of the Wisconsin officer, 
having been in the southern district all  through 
the spring training season. The 16 men on the 
team made up two full squads of trained men, 

The Brewers broke training camp in late March 
and worked their way  north,  playing exhibitions 
along the way. Drills continued,  sometimes in 
front of fans. On April 4  in Parsons, Kansas, the 
scheduled game against the Joplin Western 
League team, was called off due to cold weather. 
But as a “handful of loyal fans had gathered at 
the park despite the unpropitious weather” it  was 
decided to give them some type of show. 
Sergeant Waidley  put  the Brewer  players through 
the regular daily  drill route, before manager Shay 
put the boys through 30 minutes of field 
practice.13

Brewers president Timme was all for  getting 
many  more involved in this drilling as the United 
States drew closer  to entering the war. In a letter 
to Captain  F. R.  Kenney, commanding recruiting 
officer in the Milwaukee area district, Timme 
proposed military  training for all American 
Association players throughout the season, in 
addition to participation of baseball fans in these 
drills. He also advocated the use of American 
Association parks by  the government for drilling 
purposes. Timme believed his plan would result 
in  hundreds of young men accepting the chance 
and voluntarily  entering the drill.  The Brewer 
boss reasoned: “They  could drill right at  home 
and before the season’s end would be ready  to 
jump right in if their  services were needed.  In 
event of trouble they  could be used to help drill 
others. There are eight towns in the A.A. and if 
2,000 young men were trained in each city  of the 
league the government  would have 16,000 husky 
young fellows, physically  fit and well trained, 
available from this source alone.”14

Even though the Milwaukee Sentinel had been a 
little suspicious of Timme’s motives for having 
military  drills for  his players, Timme seemed to 
be for real about the war  effort. In late March the 
Brewer president announced he would give 10 
per  cent of the net receipts from Brewer home 
games in the 1917  season to the Red Cross 
chapter of Milwaukee, if actual warfare 
developed between the United States and 
Germany. Timme wrote to American Association 
president Thomas Hickey  suggesting that other 
club owners also take this step. It  was reported 
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never  a  more impressive one than that at Athletic 
Park Wednesday.”17

On April 23  the winner of the best  drilled Brewer 
was announced. The $50 first  place prize went to 
John Beall.  Cy  Slapnicka was pronounced the 
second best,  and got his $25. Jack Martin  took 
third prize, receiving $10.18 These three players 
were not the only  ones to benefit from  the 
excellent work done on drilling.  President 
Timme presented Sgt. Waidley  a check for  $100 
for his fine work in getting the team into 
condition. The sergeant was quite surprised and 
was well pleased that his work had satisfied the 
local boss so much.19

Later  in April, league president Hickey 
announced a  course in military  training, open to 
the public as well as players, would be instituted 
at all American Association parks within two 
weeks. Hickey  said the war  department had been 
asked to supply  a regular army  man as 
drillmaster at every  park. When the home team 
was engaged this drillmaster would drill the 
players as well as the public. When the team  was 
on the road the drillmaster’s attention would be 

and drilling would continue throughout the 
entire summer.16

As opening day  1917  approached the fans were 
not  only  prepared for  the game, but the drills, as 
a Cad Brand cartoon (shown below) in  the 
Milwaukee Sentinel of April 8 shows us.
On Opening Day, Wednesday,  April 11, at 
Athletic Park,  the Brewers — in their new 
uniforms — formed a  line at  home plate and then 
marched to the flagpole in  left field. While the 
band played the “Star Spangled Banner” the 
players stood at attention as Old Glory  was 
raised to the top of the huge mast. A real military 
touch was given to the flag raising ceremony  by 
the presence of Sergeant Waidley, and Corporal 
Fred Crowley,  C. McNaughton, trumpeter, and 
Private Harry  Keating, who were connected with 
Uncle Sam’s Milwaukee recruiting station.  This 
all made a great hit with the crowd of nearly 
7,000, that stood with bared heads while the 
national anthem  was played, and then gave the 
athletes a great hand as they  marched back to 
their bench. Brownie of the Milwaukee Journal 
remarked: “We have seen many  an opening, but 
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men who may  be subject to service, if they 
are receiving military  instruction. Thus by 
instituting military  training the clubs are 
guarding against the loss which might be 
occasioned by  the sudden calling up of the 
younger members of each team.
In the second instance it is felt that a 
public service will be performed by 
affording to the citizens of American 
Association cities an opportunity  for 
learning at  least the rudiments of military 
drill.20

In a  matter of weeks there was talk of ball  players 
being drafted and volunteering for military 
service.  Timme declared that members of his 
team were drilled to perfection and he believed 
they  would make excellent men to teach military 
drilling to others.  The Brewer  president felt his 
players would be qualified for noncommissioned 
officers’ duties. Timme told the Milwaukee 
Journal: “The players have had about two 
months of drilling up to the present  time. If the 

on those citizens who desired to join. Each 
drillmaster would be paid $100 a month  by  the 
Association, in addition to his regular  army  pay. 
Hickey then came to the main point of this:

Two objects,  one with  a selfish  element, 
and the other  having  in it only  the desire 
to be of service to the country,  have 
actuated the club owners in taking up the 
plan.
In the first instance it is realized that ball 
players are not in an occupation which 
may  be called absolutely  necessary. We 
realize that because of this circumstance 
and the further fact  that they  are 
necessarily  in fine physical condition, 
those among them  who would be affected 
by  any  scheme of universal liability  to 
military  service would be among the first 
called to the colors.
It  has ben indicated, however, that  it will 
be the policy  of the war  department to 
leave undisturbed in their occupations all 
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government needs them we will  gladly  close up 
shop and let the men go.”  He even went a  major 
step further: “If any  of the players are called and 
they  leave some one dependent on them, the 
Milwaukee ball club will see that they  are taken 
care of during the time the men are at war.”21

Drills would continue all through the summer.22 
After Sgt. Waidley  left Milwaukee, John Beall 
drilled the players in the early  afternoon at 
Athletic Park. During the last  series at home it 
was announced that on Thursday,  September  6, 
the Brewers would give a military  drill for  the 
last  time, before the fans immediately  after the 
first  game of a doubleheader  with  the 
Minneapolis Millers. Drillmaster Beall directed 
the athletes in the drills, with a 25-piece band 
livening the athletes up.  The men were given a 
big hand by the fans.23

In addition to his regular contributions to The 
Inside Game, Dennis Pajot frequently posts 
material of interest on the website of the 
Deadball discussion group.

EBBETTS FIELD
TO BE USED BY THE ARMY

  

NEW YORK—Ebbetts Field, home of the 
Brooklyn National League baseball club, will 
be closed for  the duration of the war  after  the 
game with Philadelphia  next  Wednesday  and 
converted to a  storage warehouse.  This action 
was decided upon at a  meeting of the board of 
directors of the club [yesterday].
Immediately  after  the final home game of the 
curtailed season on August  14,  special 
structures will be erected upon certain 
portions of the field and these,  in  conjunction 
with  space in and under the grandstands, 
utilized for storage purposes. The former 
Federal League baseball park in Brooklyn is 
being used for similar purposes.
The action of the Brooklyn club directors is 
taken to indicate that  the officers of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n d o n o t c o n t e m p l a t e a 
continuation of big league baseball in 1919.

(Pittsburgh) Gazette Times, Aug 9, 1918

RECENT DEADBALL-RELATED 
BIOPROJECT and

GAMES PROJECT ENTRIES
The most recent Deadball-related entries 
published by  the BioProject include profiles 
of ballplayers Elmer Stricklett, Jack Lapp, 
Lefty  Craig, Ira Thomas,  Mike Balenti, Slow 
Joe Doyle, and Jimmy  Hart, and journalist 
William  F. Kirk. Meanwhile,  the Games 
Project has recently  posted stories on Willie 
Keeler’s April 25, 1905 walk-off homerun at 
Hilltop Park, and Babe Ruth’s July  30, 1917 
four-hitter against the White Sox. As always, 
we urge you  to give these interesting articles a 
look if you have not already done so.
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unofficial RBI numbers for all players from  the 
1891-1919 period. Neft’s RBI stats first appeared 
in  print in The Baseball Encyclopedia 
(frequently  referred to as “Big-Mac”), published 
in  1969 by  Macmillan.10 Big-Mac showed that, 
for the 1918 campaign, the American League 
runs batted in leader  was Veach alone – with 78 
RBIs. Burns was shown as the first runner-up – 
with 70 RBIs.
Subsequently, Pete Palmer adopted all of Neft’s 
RBI numbers for  each  of the 1891-1919  seasons 
and incorporated them into his data base of 
baseball statistics, which are now utilized 
extensively  throughout baseball. For instance, 
Neft’s RBI numbers are employed in the most-
recent editions of the various hard-cover  baseball 
encyclopedias (e.g., Total Baseball11 and The 
ESPN Baseball Encyclopedia12).  Each of these 
sources shows Veach and Burns ending up one-
two in the AL for  runs batted in  for 1918, with  78 
RBIs and 70 RBIs, respectively.
So, with  respect to the unofficial leader in runs 
batted in for  the American League in 1918, the 
key  question is: “Whose numbers are correct – 
Lanigan’s or Neft’s – OR are Lanigan’s RBI 
numbers and Neft’s RBI numbers BOTH 
wrong?” In this report I provide the answer with 
respect to the RBIs actually  achieved by  Bobby 
Veach and his teammates on the Tigers.
RESEARCH PROCEDURE

In order to ascertain the accurate RBI numbers 
for the players on the 1918 Tigers I strived to 
obtain the complete details for  each of the 476 
runs scored by  the 36 men who appeared in at 
least one game wearing the Detroit  uniform that 
season. Obtaining “complete details” means that 
I endeavored to identify  the three critical 
elements for each run:

(1) The player who scored the run.
(2) The run-scoring event – a  2-RBI double,  a 

1-RBI groundout, a  1-RBI bases-loaded 
walk, a 0-RBI wild pitch, a 0-RBI stolen 
base, etc.

(3) The player who completed his plate 
appearance during the run-scoring event 

ACCURATE RBI RECORDS
FOR THE PLAYERS OF THE 

DEADBALL ERA:
PART 5 – THE PLAYERS ON 
THE 1918 DETROIT TIGERS

by Herm Krabbenhoft

In previous articles I described my  discovery  and 
correction of runs-batted-in  errors for  players on 
the 1919 Boston Red Sox,1 the 1906 and 1919 
Detroit Tigers,2,3 and the 1912 Braves, Cubs, 
Giants,  and Pirates.4,5 I have now completed an 
in-depth and comprehensive research effort to 
ascertain the accurate RBI records for  the 
players on the 1918 Detroit  Tigers. The results of 
that investigation are reported in this article.6

INTRODUCTION

Runs Batted In were not recorded officially  by 
Major League Baseball until 1920 – and not even 
defined until 1931. Thus, there were no officially-
sanctioned RBI stats for  those men who played 
in  the big leagues during the Deadball Era 
(1901-1919). However, for  many  years 
(1907-1919) runs batted in were tracked 
unofficially  by  baseball researcher-writer Ernie 
Lanigan, who annually  reported his RBI statistics 
in  various publications [such as The Sporting 
News, Sporting Life,  Baseball Magazine, The 
(New York) Press,  the (Detroit) Free Press,  and 
others]. Furthermore, Lanigan’s RBI numbers 
were included in lists of yearly  leaders in several 
highly  regarded baseball books, such as: (a) 
Turkin and Thompson’s classic – The Official 
Encyclopedia of Baseball;7 (b) the go-to baseball 
record book put  out by  The Sporting News – One 
For The Book;8 and (c) the esteemed baseball 
record book published by  the Elias Sports 
Bureau  – The Little Red Book of Baseball.9 For 
example,  for  the 1918 season,  Lanigan’s RBI 
research showed that  Bobby  Veach of the Tigers 
and George Burns of the Athletics topped the 
Junior Circuit in runs batted in, each player 
being credited with 74 ribbies.
Then, in the mid-1960s, David S. Neft directed a 
team of baseball-researchers to determine the 
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small – the median absolute-value 
difference is only one RBI.

(3) The players with the three largest 
absolute-value differences between my 
RBI numbers and Neft’s RBI numbers 
are: Bobby  Veach (6  RBIs), Harry 
Heilmann (4  RBIs), and Donie Bush (4 
RBIs).

(4) Most of the differences (14  out of the 21  or 
22) between my  RBI numbers and Neft’s 
RBI numbers are positive – i.e., indicating 
that Neft and his research team missed 
identifying RBIs for those players.

(5) The range of the differences between my  
RBI numbers and Neft’s RBI numbers is 
eight RBIs – from minus-two RBIs [e.g., 
Ty  Cobb (62 versus 64)] to plus-six RBIs 
[Bobby Veach (84 versus 78)].

DISCUSSION

The most-important item for discussion is the 
accuracy  of my  RBI numbers for the players on 
the 1918 Detroit Tigers team. As shown in  Table 
1, there are numerous differences between the 
RBI numbers I claim and Neft’s RBI numbers – 
which currently  are used throughout the baseball 
landscape. As mentioned above, Appendix 1 
provides the complete details for  each of the 476 
runs scored by  the 1918 Tigers to support  my  RBI 
numbers.
Regrettably, there are no game-by-game RBI 
records extant  to support Neft’s full-season 
numbers.14 Therefore,  it is not possible to 
pinpoint the specific games that contribute to the 
differences between my  full-season RBI numbers 
and Neft’s full-season RBI numbers for most of 
the 21  or 22  players with full-season RBI-number 
differences. The exceptions to this generalization 
are (A) those players for whom Neft’s RBI 
numbers are zero and my  RBI numbers are not 
zero and (B) those players for whom  my  RBI 
numbers are zero and Neft’s RBI numbers are 
not  zero.  A couple of examples are provided here 
to illustrate these two particular situations.
(A) Jim Curry  played in only  five games for  the 
1918 Tigers, between July  9 and July  12. In the 

(i.e., the player who may  have batted in 
the run).

In order to obtain the complete details for each 
run, I utilized the game accounts from multiple 
independent newspapers. In order  to properly 
assign credit to a  player for batting in a  run I 
adhered strictly  to the definitive guidelines in 
MLB’s official scoring rules first published in 
1931  [Rule 70, Section  13]: “Runs Batted In are 
runs  scored on safe hits (including home runs), 
sacrifice hits, outfield put-outs, infield put-outs, 
and when the run is forced over by reason of the 
batsman becoming a base runner. With less 
than two outs, if an error is made on a play on 
which a runner from third would ordinarily 
score, credit the batsman with a Run Batted In.”
It  is noted that  the 1931  official scoring rules for 
RBIs are essentially  the same rules that are in 
effect today, the only  significant difference being 
the provision which, introduced in 1939, does 
not  credit a batter with an RBI when the runner 
scores as a consequence of the batter  hitting into 
a force groundout double play.
RESULTS

Table 1  presents the full-season runs-batted-in 
numbers from  my  research for each of the 
players on the 1918 Detroit Tigers. For 
comparison,  also shown are Neft’s full-season 
RBI numbers as presented by  Big-Mac, Total 
Baseball, The ESPN Baseball Encyclopedia, and 
MLB.com – the official website of Major League 
Baseball.10-13

In support of my  runs-batted-in numbers, the 
complete details for each of the 476 runs scored 
by  the 1918 Tigers are provided in Appendix  1, 
which is available on the SABR.org website.
Inspection of Table 1  from a mathematical 
perspective reveals the following:

(1) My  full-season RBI numbers are different 
from Neft’s full-season RBI numbers for 
most of the players – 21  or 22 out of 36, 
i.e., 58% or 61%.

(2) Most of the differences between my  RBI 
numbers and Neft’s RBI numbers are 

http://mlb.mlb.com/home
http://mlb.mlb.com/home
http://sabr.org/research/deadball-era-research-committee-newsletters
http://sabr.org/research/deadball-era-research-committee-newsletters
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game (May  3), Hall was a relief hurler, pitching 
three innings (the third, fourth, and fifth 
periods); Hall had two opportunities to bat in 
this game – in the bottom of the third inning (in 
which Detroit  was retired without scoring) he led 
off and struck out; in the last of the fifth inning 
(in which Detroit was held scoreless) he was 
scheduled to bat second – Frank Walker pinch 
hit  for Hall and grounded out, Swede Risberg 
(third baseman) to Chick Gandil (first baseman).
The bottom-line conclusion here is that Neft’s 
RBI number (1  RBI) for Herb Hall in his 1918 
season is wrong. Hall actually  had zero Runs 
Batted In. Analogous treatments of the two 
games played by  Bill Donovan [July  4 (second 
game) and September 2 (second game)] and the 
six  games played by  Happy  Finneran (April 18, 
21, 25, 29  and May  8 and 17) irrefutably  prove 
that Neft’s RBI numbers for  Donovan (1  RBI) 
and Finneran (2 RBIs) are wrong; Donovan and 
Finneran each actually  had zero Runs Batted In 
for Detroit in 1918.
So, there is no doubt whatsoever  about the 
accuracy  of my  RBI numbers for  Jim  Curry, Bill 
Donovan, Happy  Finneran, Herb Hall, and Bill 
James. What about the accuracy  of my  RBI 
numbers for the other  16 or 17  players for  whom 
my  RBI numbers are different from  their Neft 
RBI numbers? In Appendix 1  I provide the 
complete details for  each of the runs scored by 
the Tigers, from  which my  full-season RBI 
numbers are determined. Thus, there is 
straightforward rock-solid support  for the 
accuracy for each of the RBI numbers I claim.
There is, however, one aspect of crediting or  not 
crediting a player  with  a run batted in that 
requires close scrutiny  and further discussion – 
runs that  scored on plays where a fielding error 
was committed. Recall that the official scoring 
rules dictate, “With less than two outs, if an 
error is  made on a play on which a runner from 
third would ordinarily score, credit the batsman 
with a Run Batted In.”  Since 1920 (actually, 
1931), the judgment on whether or not a runner 
would ordinarily score has been made by  the 
official scorer. However, because RBIs were not 
recorded officially  prior to 1920, when crediting 

second game of the double header on July  9, 
against the Athletics in  Philadelphia, Detroit 
emerged victorious by  the score of 5 to 4. The 
Tigers scored three runs in the fourth frame and 
two runs in the fifth session.  Appendix 2 
provides the text  descriptions from several 
newspapers for the three fourth-inning runs. As 
can be seen, each of the seven accounts 
specifically  states that Curry  drove in three runs 
with  a bases-loaded double – R. Jones, Bobby 
Veach, and George Harper. Therefore,  Curry  had 
three RBIs in this game. And, since (according to 
my  research) Curry  had zero RBIs in  the other 
four games he played in 1918, he ended up with 
three RBIs for the entire season.
The bottom-line conclusion here is that Neft’s 
RBI number (0 RBIs) for Jim Curry  in his 1918 
season is wrong; Curry  actually  had three Runs 
Batted In. An analogous treatment of the 19 
games played by  Bill James irrefutably  proves 
that Neft’s RBI number for James (0 RBIs) is 
wrong. James actually  had one Run Batted In 
(driving in Pep Young with a  1-RBI groundout in 
the eighth inning of the June 24 game against 
the White Sox).
(B) Herb Hall appeared in three games for the 
Tigers in 1918 – (1) April 25,  versus the Indians; 
(2) April 29 versus the Browns; and (3) May  3, 
versus the White Sox. Appendix  2  provides the 
pert inent in format ion f rom numerous 
newspaper accounts for  the runs scored by  the 
Tigers in each of these games. From  the detailed 
descriptions of the runs scored by  the Tigers in 
each of the three games that Herb Hall played, it 
is crystal-clear  that Hall did not  drive in any  of 
Detroit’s runs.  In his first game (April 25), he 
was a relief pitcher, hurling two innings (the 
sixth and the seventh stanzas); his only 
scheduled plate appearance was in the bottom  of 
the seventh inning – Archie Yelle pinch hit for 
Hall and singled (driving in Pep Young). In his 
second game (April 29), Hall was a relief pitcher, 
tossing one inning (the fifth); his only  scheduled 
plate appearance was in  the top of the sixth 
inning (in which the Tigers were retired without 
scoring, each of Detroit’s three runs having been 
tallied in the first and second innings) – Tubby 
Spencer  pinch hit  for Hall.  In his third and final 
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That I decided to not credit Bush with  a 1-RBI 
sacrifice fly  for the run scored by  Young on 
Bush’s infield flyout is based on what is 
prescribed in the Official Scoring Rules – Rule 
10.04 (c): The official scorer’s judgment must 
determine whether a run batted in shall be 
credited for a run that scores when a fielder 
holds  the ball or throws to a wrong base. 
Ordinarily, if the runner keeps going, the official 
scorer should credit a run batted in; if the 
runner stops and takes off again when the 
runner notices the misplay, the official scorer 
should credit the run as scored on a fielder’s 
choice.
While Rule 10.04 (c) was not part of the Official 
Scoring Rules in 1931,  I feel that applying Rule 
10.04 (c) here is appropriate. Had shortstop 
Shannon properly  thrown the ball to the proper 
base (home) instead of leisurely  lobbing it to the 
pitcher,  Young (who was “holding close to the 
bag”) would not have scored. In its review  of the 
evidence I assembled, Retrosheet concurred with 
my conclusion.15,16

With regard to the accuracy  of my  RBI numbers, 
there is one more run-RBI pair  that  needs 
discussion – the run scored by  Oscar  Stanage in 
the fifth inning of the final game of the season on 
September 2  (second game of the doubleheader). 
The Tigers scored seven runs in that  game, four 

or not crediting a player  with an  RBI in  pre-1920 
games, the judgment of whether or not a runner 
w o u l d o r d i n a r i l y s c o r e b e c o m e s t h e 
responsibility  of the researcher. Table 2 provides 
a summary  of the pertinent information for  those 
instances where a Tigers player scored from 
third base with less than two outs on a play 
involving a fielding error. Appendix 3 provides 
the text descriptions from numerous newspaper 
accounts for  these games. The RBI judgments I 
have made for these runs were based on these 
descriptions. It is also pointed out that I 
provided this information to Retrosheet for  its 
review. Upon consideration of the evidence, 
Retrosheet  concurred 100% with my  conclusions 
and thereby  incorporated the appropriate RBI 
numbers in its box  score and player daily  files on 
its website.15,16

Another  run requiring an RBI-judgment is the 
run scored by  Pep Young in the fourth inning of 
the June 10 game between the Tigers and 
Athletics in Detroit.  Appendix 4 provides the text 
descriptions of that run from  several newspaper 
accounts. Taking into consideration each of the 
detailed descriptions, I concluded that Young 
scored (from third base) on a  0-RBI fielder’s 
choice after the shortstop Shannon caught an 
infield fly hit by the batter, Bush.

Jim Curry Herb Hall Happy Finneran
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Detroit Tigers are now provided on the player 
profile pages on Retrosheet.org.20 Likewise, it is 
anticipated that Palmer’s updated RBI numbers 
will be included on Baseball-Reference.com 
sometime in 2015.21

Therefore, I conclude that, for  most of the 
players on the 1918 Detroit Tigers, Neft’s full-
season RBI numbers (as shown in Table 1) are 
wrong. My  choice of the word “wrong”  may  strike 
some people as being rather  harsh. For  example, 
Pete Palmer  advised that, “it would be better to 
state that your  research  has shown that they 
[Neft’s RBI numbers] were [are] not  completely 
accurate.”22 And Gary  Gillette echoed Palmer  – 
“I agree with Pete.”23 Considering the fact that 
the absolute-value differences between my  full-
season RBI numbers and Neft’s full-season RBI 
numbers are generally  small (the median 
absolute-value difference being only  one RBI), 
I’m not opposed to revising  my  conclusion – 
Neft’s full-season RBI numbers for  most (58% or 
61%) of the players on the 1918 Tigers are not 
completely  accurate. I do maintain, however, 
that Neft’s full-season RBI numbers clearly  are 
wrong for specific players – such as Jim Curry, 
Bill Donovan, Happy  Finneran, Herb Hall,  and 
Bill James, as irrefutably  demonstrated above. 
Other specific players for whom I have 
incontrovertibly  shown that Neft’s RBI numbers 
are not correct include Detroit’s team leader, 
Bobby  Veach [who actually  collected 84 (not 78) 
RBIs] and Hall of Famers Ty  Cobb [who actually 
batted in 62 (not 64) teammates] and Harry 
Heilmann [who actually  drove in 43 (not 39) 
runners].
Returning now to the question posed in the 
Introduction, the answer is that Lanigan’s RBI 
number (74) and Neft’s RBI number (78) are 
BOTH wrong (not completely  accurate) – Bobby 
Veach actually  amassed 84 RBIs. Were Veach’s 
84 runs batted in the most by  an individual 
player from  the American League during the 
1918 season? Perhaps, but what about the RBIs 
actually  achieved by  George Burns in 1918? That 
still needs to be determined.
As indicated in Part  3  of my  series on “Accurate 
RBI Records for  the Players of the Deadball Era,” 

in  the third inning, one in the fifth,  and two in 
the eighth.  As presented in Appendix  5, complete 
details for the four  third-inning runs were 
presented in the batter-by-batter  play-by-play 
description given in the Chicago Daily News 
account.  Regrettably, none of the other three 
runs were described in any  newspaper  account. 
However,  based on what was presented for the 
first  three innings in the Chicago Daily News 
account and the information given in the 
newspaper box scores and the official DBD 
records,  one can deduce with 100% certainty  that 
Stanage scored the sole fifth-inning run and that 
R. Jones and Bobby  Veach scored the two eighth-
inning runs. Furthermore, one can deduce with a 
high  level of confidence that Veach batted in R. 
Jones with a triple and that Art Griggs batted in 
Veach with a single or  a  double. But, deducing 
exactly  how Stanage scored the fifth-inning run 
is fraught with “either-or” uncertainty. 
Consequently, I have chosen to show that 
Stanage scored on a 0-RBI safe-on-fielder’s-
choice by  R.  Jones OR on a 1-RBI single by  R. 
Jones. Significantly,  it  is pointed out that 
Retrosheet  concurred with my  conclusions and 
included the RBIs known for Cobb (one), Veach 
(two), and Griggs (two) in its box score and 
player daily  files, while leaving the RBI cell for R. 
Jones “blank.”17

Alright, we are now  at  the point  where I can  state 
with  the utmost confidence that my  full-season 
RBI numbers for  each of the players on the 1918 
Detroit Tigers are accurate – except for R.  Jones, 
for whom  there is the either  20 or  21  RBIs 
uncertainty. Significantly, all of my  RBI numbers 
and Retrosheet’s RBI numbers – as presented in 
the Retrosheet box score file and the derived 
player daily  file – are in complete agreement – 
on both a game-by-game basis and a full-season 
basis. While Retrosheet’s statistics are not 
official in the eyes of Major  League Baseball, they 
are (from  my  perspective) regarded universally 
as being very  accurate. Furthermore, I provided 
the pertinent information to Pete Palmer for his 
review.18 Palmer concurred with my  conclusions 
and incorporated the corrections/changes in his 
data base of baseball statistics.19 Palmer’s 
updated RBI statistics for  the players on the 1918 
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I am  especially  interested in ascertaining the 
longest Consecutive Games RUN Batted In 
(CGRUNBI) streak for each Tigers player  for 
each season.3 Of course, to achieve that 
objective, one needs accurate RBI statistics for 
each player  – on a game-by-game basis. 
Examination of the RBI information provided in 
Appendix 1  reveals that for the 1918 season, 
Harry  Heilmann and Bobby  Veach tied for  the 
longest CGRUNBI streak on the Tigers – each 
carved out a  four-gamer. For  comparison, it  is 
mentioned that Veach  also compiled Detroit’s 
longest CGRUNBI streak in 1919 – a seven 
gamer.3  Based on my  previous research, the 
Tigers players with  the longest  CGRUNBI streaks 
since 1920 are Mickey  Cochrane (12 games in 
1934) and Rudy York (12 games in 1940).24

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Since Neft’s RBI numbers for  many  (perhaps 
most) of the players from the Deadball Era are 
not  completely  accurate, there are many  RBI 
concerns and questions that need to be 
addressed and answered. For  example, the 
number of RBIs that George Burns actually 
achieved for  the Athletics in 1918. Or who 
actually  led the National League in  most runs 
batted in during the 1916 season – Hal Chase (84 
RBIs according to Lanigan) or Heinie 
Zimmerman (83 RBIs according to Neft)? Fellow 
researchers are encouraged to join  the pursuit of 
ascertaining accurate RBI numbers for  the 
players on their  favorite Deadball Era teams – 
and thereby determine the true RBI champions.
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including RBI data for anyone when we know 
data for everyone, but I think it makes the most 
sense to present as much as we currently know, 
even if it’s incomplete.”

18. Email to Pete Palmer from Herm Krabbenhoft, 
November 2, 2014.

19.  Email from Pete Palmer to Herm Krabbenhoft, 
(November 8, 2014.

20.  Retrosheet’s semi-annual release on December 
14, 2014 includes the runs-batted-in information 
from Pete Palmer’s updated data base of baseball 
statistics – which are in 100% agreement with my  
RBI numbers for all of the players on the 1912 
Braves, Cubs, Giants, and Pirates.

21.  In his November 8, 2014 email (Reference 19), 
Palmer stated that while he usually sends his 
updated statistics to Retrosheet, Baseball-
Reference, and SABR in mid-November, he could 
not tell when the corrected stats will appear on 
the web sites.

22. Email from Pete Palmer to Herm Krabbenhoft, 
November 7, 2014.

23. Email from Gary Gillette to Herm Krabbenhoft, 
November 7, 2014.

24. Herm Krabbenhoft, “Discovering and Correcting 
Errors in Baseball’s Official Records for Detroit 
Tigers Players – Runs and RBIs,” Presentation 
given at the Detroit SABR Chapter Meeting, 
October 27, 2012.

Company), The Baseball Encyclopedia (New 
York: Macmillan,1969).

11. John Thorn, Phil Birnbaum, and Bill Deane, Total 
Baseball (Kingston, New York: Sport Media 
Publishing, 2004).

12.  Gary Gillette and Pete Palmer, The ESPN 
Baseball Encyclopedia (New York: Sterling 
Publishing, 5th ed.,2008).

13.  MLB.com, accessed on February 3, 2015.
14.  Telephone conversation with Mr. Neft, June 25, 

2013. The only existing records of Neft's game-by-
game RBI data for the 1905-1919 were destroyed 
in a warehouse fire.

15.  Email from Dave Smith, October 23, 2014 – “I am  
OK with your conclusions [which were stated in 
my full report for the 1918 Tigers, emailed to 
Retrosheet on October 22, 2014].”

16.  Email from Tom Ruane, October 26, 2014 – “I’ve 
finally had a chance to review this [my full report 
for the 1918 Tigers, emailed to Retrosheet on 
October 22, 2014] and had no problems with your 
conclusions and will update our data to agree 
with your findings in the next release [on the 
Retrosheet website].”

17. Email from Tom Ruane, November 1, 2014 – “As 
for the last game of the season, I think we should 
leave Jones’ RBI total as unknown (-1) but 
include your findings for the rest of the team. This 
would be a break from our previous policy of only 

NEW DEADBALL ERA 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Inside Game is pleased to welcome the 
following SABR members who have expressed 
interest in the Deadball Era to the committee: 

William Bake
Dana Berry
Marc Blitz

Dave Brock
William Duncan

Brian Geiger
Michael Heath
Kevin Jennings
Steven Painter
James Russell

We look forward to their active participation in 
committee endeavors. These new committee 
members, as well as our  newsletter contributors, 
can be contacted via the SABR directory.

PLAYERS ARE WARNED
  

SIGNERS OF CONTRACTS CONTAINING
NON-RESERVE CLAUSE HAVE NO REDRESS
  

CINCINNATI—Baseball players who sign 
contracts containing a nonreserve clause 
which is not  authorized, can look for  no 
redress f rom  the nat ional basebal l 
commission of any  grievance that they  may 
have. Such was the substance of a decision 
h a n d e d d o w n y e s t e r d a y  w h e n t h e 
commission refused to consider  a claim  of 
Ambrose Puttmann for  back salary  alleged to 
be due him  from the Petersburg, Va., club. 
The commission announced that it  would 
consider no claims from  players who have 
contracts containing nonreserve clauses 
which have not the approval of the board of 
the National Association of Minor Leagues.

Milwaukee Journal, February 8, 1911
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Table 1. Runs-Batted-In Numbers
for Players on the 1918 Detroit Tigers.

 Krabbenhoft Neft   Krabbenhoft Neft
Player RBIs RBIs |∆|§ Player RBIs RBIs |∆|                       
B. Bailey 0 0 — H. Hall 0 1 (1)
B. Boland 4 2 2 G. Harper 16 16 —
D. Bush 26 22 4 H. Heilmann 43 39 4
J. Cobb 0 0 — B. James 1 0 1
T. Cobb 62 64 (2) H. Jennings 0 0 —

J. Coffey 2 4 (2) C. Jones 4 3 1
H. Coveleski 1 2 (1) D. Jones 0 0 —
G Cunningham 3 2 1 R. Jones 20 or 21 21 0/(1)
J. Curry 3 0 3 R. Kallio 3 3 —
H. Dauss 12 11 1 M. Kavanagh 9 9 —

B. Donovan 0 1 (1) W. Mitchell 0 0 —
L. Dressen 2 3 (1) T. Spencer 10 8 2
B. Dyer 2 2 — O. Stanage 16 14 2
B. Ellison 3 2 1 B. Veach 84 78 6
E. Erickson 0 0 — O. Vitt 17 17 —

H. Finneran 0 2 (2) F. Walker 20 20 —
A. Griggs 19 16 3 A. Yelle  8 7 1
C. Hall 0 0 — R. Young 21 21 —                       

§ The |∆| column gives the absolute-value difference between my RBI number and Neft’s RBI 
number. An entry enclosed in parentheses indicates that my RBI number is less than Neft’s 
RBI number.

Table 2. Runs Scored From Third Base With Less Than
Two Outs on Plays Involving a Fielding Error.

     Batter Event  RBI Judgment:
 Game OPP Run-Scorer Outs & Error Batter Yes or No                            
 5-20 PHI* Bush 1 SOE-4 (muffed flyball) Heilmann No
 6-13 PHI Cobb 0 SOE-8 (muffed flyball) Veach No
 6-27 CHI Veach 1 SOE-6 (muffed flyball) Cunningham No
 7-31 (1) NY Stanage 1 SOE-6 (fumbled grounder) Bush Yes
 8-17 (1) PHI* Veach 1 SOE-4 (fumbled grounder) Spencer Yes                            

* Game played at opponent’s park.

No more games will be cut short in Cleveland 
to allow visiting teams to catch  a train. Ban 
Johnson ruled that every  contest must be 
played to a  finish if it  is necessary  for the 
visitors to engage a special train.

Iowa State Bystander, May 16, 1913

Manager Connie Mack has announced that he 
will get along without scouts in the future and 
will devote his attention  to trying out school 
boys and sand-lot “phenoms”  instead of 
paying fancy prices for minor league stars.

Amarillo Daily News, April 10, 1913
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INVENTING BASEBALL 
HEROES: TY COBB, 

CHRISTY MATHEWSON 
AND THE SPORTING 
PRESS IN AMERICA

By Amber Roessner

2014. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press.

[ISBN 978-0-8071-5611-7. 227 
pages. $39.95 USD, Hard 

cover.]

Reviewed by 
Ralph Christian

Ralph.Christian@Iowa.gov

In this fascinating work, 
Amber  Roessner ut i l i zes 
Christy  Mathewson,  Ty  Cobb, 
and a cadre o f ta lented 
sportswriters to trace the 
development of the symbiotic 
relationship between sports 
journalism  and professional 
b a s e b a l l a n d t h e c l o s e 
relationships between leading 
sportswriters and the stars of 
the game. These writers, in 
turn, utilized their  skills to 

with  what the author  describes 
as the “Inside Dope” which 
advanced their  own careers 
and stature.
In the process of this image 
c r a f t i n g , a s r e l a t e d b y 
Roessner, the college-educated 
Mathewson emerged as the 
“Christian Gentleman” and the 
“Quintessential Saint,”  a nearly 
perfect individual who lacked 
vices,  always put his team 
ahead of himself,  and was the 
perfect role model for the 
nation’s youth. His early  death 
in  1925,  related to his service in 
the Great War, only  accelerated 
his march toward sainthood. In 
actuality,  Roessner notes, 
Mathewson smoked, drank, 
gambled, sometimes swore, 
and on occasion engaged in 
brawls with fans. The writers, 
however, basically  ignored 
these warts and sang praises to 
baseball’s peerless hero. Cobb, 
on the other hand, with  his 
m u l t i f a c e t e d p e r s o n a l i t y 
proved to be a more difficult 
subject  for journalists to 
characterize. His intense style 
of play  which led to him  being 
described as a “demon in 
spikes”; his brawling with 
teammates and opponents 
alike, fans, and practically  any 
individual who displeased him 
in  some way; and his holdouts 
for higher pay  caused him 
alternately  to be considered 
both a hero and villain  based 
on one’s perspective. Roessner 
describes Cobb as baseball’s 
“Preeminent S inner ,” an 
individual often embroiled in 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d l e g a l 
wrangling, yet managing to 
redeem himself with his 

m a k e e l i t e p l a y e r s l i k e 
Mathewson and Cobb into 
national heroes, and in the 
process developed what she 
describes as the “gee whiz” 
school of sports writing which 
contributed mightily  to the 
pervasiveness of hero-worship 
in 20th century  American 
culture. Roessner  readily 
admits that the symbiosis 
b e t w e e n j o u r n a l i s t s a n d 
baseball and a form  of “gee 
whiz”  sports writing existed in 
the late 19th century  but, 
despite this, baseball had a 
major  image problem  because 
of its largely  working-class 
players who often engaged in 
less than wholesome behavior.
B a s e b a l l ’ s i m a g e i s s u e s 
improved dramatically  in  the 
early  20th century  with the 
arrival of Christy  Mathewson 
in  the major  leagues in 1900 
and Ty  Cobb in 1905. Both  men 
quickly  emerged as superstars, 
performing remarkable feats 
on the baseball field. Almost 
simultaneously  a group of what 
m i g h t b e d e s c r i b e d a s 
superstar sports journalists 
arrived on the scene as well. 
This coterie included Hugh 
Fullerton, Grantland Rice, 
Ring Lardner, Damon Runyon, 
John N. Wheeler,  and F.C. 
Lane, who would play  major 
roles in telling the stories and 
shaping the images of both 
M a t h e w s o n a n d C o b b . 
M a t h e w s o n a n d C o b b 
developed close personal 
relationships with these men, 
often socializing and engaging 
in business ventures with 
them. These friendships in 
turn provided these journalists 

mailto:Ralph.Christian@Iowa.gov?subject=
mailto:Ralph.Christian@Iowa.gov?subject=
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exploits on the diamond and 
other lines of endeavor that, in 
turn, made him  a  worthy  role 
model for  the nation’s youth 
and persons determined to 
succeed and better themselves. 
The controversy  that so often 
surrounded Cobb tended to 
overshadow the charitable and 
b e n e v o l e n t s i d e o f h i s 
character, such as his efforts to 
provide and secure financial 
assistance to former  ball-
players.
In addition to establishing 
Mathewson and Cobb as the 
game’s preeminent  heroes, 
F u l l e r t o n a n d c o m p a n y 
assisted them financially  by 
l in ing up endorsements , 
serving as unofficial press 
agents, and even hiring them 
to write articles on baseball 
subjects and provide coverage 
of the World Series. Although 
both men vehemently  claimed 
they  authored the articles 
published under  their  bylines, 
Roessner  strongly  questions 
this,  particularly  noting a 
strong similarity  of writing 
s t y l e t o t h a t o f J o h n 
N . W h e e l e r , w h o w o u l d 
assist both  Mathewson and 
C o b b i n p e n n i n g t h e i r 
“ a u t o b i o g r a p h i e s . ” T h e 
controversy  over  ghostwriting 

and player-authors would roil 
baseball for years.  Postwar 
malaise and concerns about 
journalistic objectivity  led to 
the decline of the “gee whiz” 
school in the 1920s and its 
replacement of the “hero”  with 
what the author describes as 
the “sports celebrity,”  the 
epitome of whom  was Babe 
Ruth whose antics for  a time 
threatened to raise Cobb to the 
ranks of sainthood.
This book is an outgrowth 
o f R o e s s n e r ’ s d o c t o r a l 
dissertation and appears to be 
thoroughly  researched and 
based on a wide variety  of 
p r i m a r y  a n d s e c o n d a r y 
sources, including an interview 
with  legendary  sportswriter 
Furman Bisher.  An Anthony  A. 
Yoselof-SABR Research Grant 
helped fund the expanded 
research that made the book a 
reality.
Ralph J. Christian is the 
h i s t o r i a n f o r t h e S t a t e 
Historical Society’s  Historic 
Preservation Office and serves 
a s B a s e U m p i r e ( V i c e 
President) of the Field of 
Dreams SABR Chapter. His 
primary research interests in 
addition to Ty Cobb are the 
Black Sox Scandal and Des 
Moines baseball.

PUBLISHERS ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Review copies of the books reviewed in  this issue of the 
newsletter were generously  supplied to us by  their publishers. 
Inventing Baseball Heroes  was published by  the Louisiana 
State University  Press and can be ordered by  telephone: 
800-848-6224, or fax: 800-272-6817. Baseball on Trial was 
published by  the University  of Illinois Press and can be ordered 
b y  t e l e p h o n e : 8 0 0 - 6 2 1 - 2 7 3 6 , o r  e m a i l : o r d e r s 
@press.uchicago.edu. Your patronage is respectfully 
encouraged.

BASEBALL ON TRIAL: 
THE ORIGIN

OF BASEBALL’S 
ANTITRUST 
EXEMPTION

By Nathaniel Grow

2014. Urbana, Ill.: University 
of Illinois Press.

[ISBN: 978-0-252-07975-7. 
282 pages. $35.00 USD, 

Softcover.]

Reviewed by 
Mark Ruckhaus

MarkRuck@aol.com

T h e a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t 
someone reading this review in 
The Inside Game is fairly 
knowledgeable about baseball 
history  and,  specifically, the 
Deadball Era. Even so, what do 
many  of us think when it 
comes to the Federal League — 
that, even with some decent 
financial backing, trying to 
make it  as an outlaw league 
a n d g o i n g a g a i n s t t w o 
establ ished leagues with 

mailto:orders@press.uchicago.edu
mailto:orders@press.uchicago.edu
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anyway, certainly  in layman’s 
terms. And, thanks to this 
book, most of the statements 
above, couched as questions, 
are at least coated in baloney, if 
not  100% pure, although they 
have taken on an air of fact 
over the years.
What Nathaniel Grow, an 
assistant  professor  of legal 
studies at the University  of 
Georgia’s Terry  College of 
Business, has not done is 
publish  a John Grisham-type 
legal thriller, though  it could 
probably  be one with some 
jazzed-up writing and a quicker 
pace. What Grow  has  done is 
publish an incredibly  well-
researched and annotated 
tome (upwards of a hundred 
different sources I’d consider 
to be very well-researched) 
describing the mostly  legal 
machinations of the two 
leagues, and not just the well-
known Supreme Court case, 
but  all the smaller  skirmishes, 
as well,  as there was probably 
more action off the field than 
on during  that era. As the 
wor ld has changed in a 
hundred years,  Grow also takes 
great care to explain that era’s 
approach to jurisprudence as 
someone from  this age might 
say, either to himself or out 

established minor league 
relationships, not to mention a 
recession going on and an 
upcoming World War  was an 
impossibility? That Judge 
Landis, back when he was a 
Federal District Court jurist, let 
the Baltimore Terrapins case 
rot on the vine long enough for 
the league to go out of business 
and was repaid handsomely  for 
his discretion? That, when it 
came to divvying up the spoils 
when the league went under, 
one team wasn’t happy  with 
the settlement and sued their 
way  right  up to the Supreme 
Court? And,  in a moment 
totally  lacking in lucidity, 
which has seemingly  shown up 
in other decisions such as 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and 
Citizens United (2010), a 
s e e m i n g l y  w i n s o m e a n d 
nostalgic Court decided that 
Major League Baseball was a 
sport,  not a  business, and 
c o u l d p l y  t h e i r t r a d e 
unencumbered by  any  anti-
trust legislation?
I’ve heard and read that, 
maybe, there was a basis for 
the Court’s decision, however 
n a r r o w . B u t I d i d n ’ t 
understand it and, before this 
b o o k ,  I h a d n e v e r  s e e n 
anything that  truly  explained it 

loud, “What the hell were they 
thinking?”
The real treasure trove of 
material comes from  the 
transcripts of the actual court 
proceedings, save, sadly,  for 
the Supreme Court as the oral 
arguments in written form  did 
not  exist  until 1935,  but are 
s t i l l c o v e r e d t h r o u g h 
contemporary  news coverage 
and correspondence among 
those involved, the transcripts 
and letters courtesy  of the Hall 
of Fame.
In a well-researched book such 
as this with over 800 footnotes, 
it  is not surprising that the 
writing is a  bit dry  with little, if 
any  flowery  prose. But it’s 
written in layman’s terms with 
v e r y  l i t t l e “ l e g a l e s e . ” 
“Enjoined,” as in  players 
forbidden from playing for  this 
team or that, shows up a 
bunch, but that is pretty  much 
the extent of it.  And, though 
there is plenty  of actual 
d i a l o g u e , i n t e r s p e r s e d 
t h r o u g h o u t a r e G r o w ’ s 
descriptions of the proceedings 
and correspondence — far 
b e t t e r t h a n a n e n d l e s s 
regurgitation of that dialogue. 
But, more than that, are 
educated opinions from Grow’s 
legal knowledge right  up to the 

The Seattle Star, April 20, 1915 (Walter R. Allman)
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one where Baltimore may  well 
have prevailed had they  not put 
all their  eggs in the anti-trust 
b a s k e t a n d c o n s i d e r e d 
common law as well. Left to 
our imaginations is what the 
baseball landscape might have 
looked like had the Court 
decided differently.  As that is 
speculative, that  is the one area 
Grow studiously avoided.
I would consider  this to be the 
final book in the Federal 
League trilogy, the other two 
equally  excellent books,  the 
first  being Dan Levitt’s, The 
Battle That Forged Modern 
B a s e b a l l ,  ( 2 0 1 2 ) w h i c h 
includes the back story  of the 
league as well as what was 
going on “behind the curtain,” 
so to speak; the second being 
Bob Wiggins’ The Federal 
League of Base Ball Clubs 
(2010) that  covers the actual 
three-year life of the league 
v e r y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y , 
including on the field. And, 
though others have tried since, 
as the Feds were the last  league 
to get  off the ground and we 
will likely  never see even a 
token challenge to Major 
L e a g u e B a s e b a l l i n o u r 
lifetimes, reading all three 
b o o k s w i l l g i v e a 
comprehensive baseball history 
of that era while giving the 
added benefit of finding out 
where mistakes were made on 
both sides and what could have 
been done differently.
Mark Ruckhaus is the former 
editor of The Inside Game and 
when the snow is gone he 
hopes to be back umpiring 
high school baseball.

The (Richmond, Virginia) Times Dispatch, May 23, 1913
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seek treatment for rheumatism  in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, but changed his mind and played out 
the season with a town team in Oskaloosa, Iowa.
Bo opened the 1905 season with the Jackson 
(Mississippi) Blind Tigers of the Class D Cotton 
States League, but may  have found more action 
away  from  the field. As related in a letter 
published back home from Elkhartan Harry 
Mather, he met up with Slear and another Blind 
Tigers player named Method for  an excursion on 
the river steamer Louisiana. Hand bills and 
posters stated that there would be no gambling 
or drinking on the 28-mile trip, only  music and 
dancing. As the steamer departed Vicksburg, the 
band struck up Back, Back to Baltimore.  During 
the dance,  the call “Half” rang out,  at which  time 
the females turned from one dance partner  to 
finish with another. According to Mather, Bo and 

REMEMBERING BO SLEAR

by Steve Krah

You don’t know Bo. … Not  Bo Jackson, but  Bo 
Slear. Follow  along and you will. Elkhart, 
Indiana-born and raised Walter Scott “Bo” Slear 
was a baseball character from the Deadball Era. 
Arriving on Christmas Day  1878, he was the 
second of at  least four children born to Elkhart 
park superintendent and councilman John W. 
Slear and his wife, Louisa. Beginning his working 
life as a blacksmith,  Bo soon became a popular 
player, manager,  and umpire in the Upper 
Midwest.  Newspapers sometimes compared him 
to Rube Waddell and Arlie Latham, and Bo had 
connections to other famous Deadballers like 
Fred Merkle and Elkhart’s own Lou Criger. 
Unlike Waddell, Slear  was not given to chasing 
fire engines, but he did gain local fame for saving 
a drowning youth.
Latham, aka “The Freshest  Man on Earth,” was 
oft-times referred to as the “clown prince of 
baseball,”  a soubriquet later bestowed upon Nick 
Altrock, Al Schacht, Jackie Price, Max Patkin, 
and even Myron Noodleman. The Fort Wayne 
Journal-Gazette once compared Slear to 
Latham, observing that Bo “keeps witty  lines 
going all the time,” recalling an incident during 
the 1903 season when “after the Muncie team 
had put Wagner to the bad in the sixth, a long fly 
ball was knocked to right field after two men had 
been retired. As the ball left  the bat, Slear  threw 
down his glove and called the boys to come in, as 
he knew Belden had the ball.”1

As a player, Bo Slear  began his career in 1903 
with  the Fort Wayne Railroaders of the Class B 
Central League, batting a modest.  221  in 109 
games for the league champs.2 After  the season, 
Slear married the first of his three wives, Anna 
Holzer. The union was an unhappy  one, and the 
couple divorced in February  1907. In the 
meantime, Bo continued the pursuit of his 
baseball career, but would spend the remainder 
of his time in lower  ranks. In 1904, he joined the 
Fort  Dodge Gypsum  Eaters of the Class D Iowa 
State League. But after  batting .212 in 94  games, 
Bo asked for his release. At first, he planned to 

Bo Slear
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presented to the player in a few  days. Not 
satisfied with  this, some baseball fans are 
going to boom their hero for a  Carnegie 
Medal. Slear is wintering in Tecumseh, 
acting as a clerk at the Lilley house.”4

Sometime thereafter, Slear  received a bronze 
m e d a l f r o m  t h e C a r n e g i e H e r o F u n d 
Commission.
The following spring,  Slear  returned to 
Tecumseh and managed the (69-42) club to 
Southern Michigan League title. He was also the 
club’s left fielder,  and hit four of his seven career 
minor  league homers that  year,  two less than 
Indians team leader Fred Merkle, then just a 
season away  from  the New York Giants and his 
rendezvous with infamy. That October, Bo 
remarried, taking Vena Elliott as his second wife. 
In time, she would bear  him two children: son 
Elliott (born 1910) and daughter  Elizabeth 
(1915).
After a  falling out with  Tecumseh club president 
R.A. Heeson, Slear left town and joined a league 
rival for the 1908 campaign, the Jackson 
Convicts.  The elation of Jackson “bugs” and 
“cranks” about the acquisition of Slear was 
embodied in a  homespun verse entitled When Bo 
Slear Comes to Town.

There’s a joyful day in store,
When Bo Slear comes to town,
And of Hayes we’ll have no more,
When Bo Slear comes to town,
We’ll take Bo by the hand,
Say “Glad you’re here, old man,
We’ll help you all we can.”
When Bo Slear comes to town,
We’ll do all we can to boost,
When Bo Slear comes to town,
We’ll crowd others off the roost,
When Bo Slear comes to town,
There is no other cure,
For what we must endure,
We must win the pennant sure,
When Bo Slear comes to town.5

Promptly  installed as player-manager, Bo led the 
Convicts to a (68-57) third-place finish, while 
batting .265 as an outfield regular. The 1909 

other Northern ballplayers did not appreciate the 
maneuver, and took strenuous exception to being 
cut loose mid-dance. Meanwhile, a well-attended 
crap game was in progress below deck, while 
across the way,  eight bartenders doled out 
libations to colonels and prospective colonels. 
The scene was then disturbed by  the gunfire of a 
jilted gambler. Slear  took cover  behind a boiler 
while Method was discovered in a life boat, 
having fallen asleep there after  being out late the 
night before. Or so he claimed.3

No Cotton States League stats are available for 
Slear, but he wound up the season as captain of 
an independent team  in Mt. Clemens, Michigan. 
That club ended its season by  winning a five-
game series with a $500 pot. In 1906, Bo was 
briefly  a member of the Calumet (Michigan) 
Aristocrats of the Class C Northern Copper 
Country  League.  Calumet went on  to capture the 
league crown, but by  that  time Bo and his .160 
BA had descended to the Tecumseh Indians of 
the Class D Southern Michigan League.  With 
Tecumseh, Slear  elevated his batting average to a 
respectable .268, but drew far more acclaim  for a 
post-season act of bravery  away  from  the 
diamond. As related in the Adrian (Michigan) 
Daily Telegram:

“The citizens of [Tecumseh] have not 
forgotten the heroism  of Walter “Bo” Slear 
in  saving the life of a  boy  at mill pond.  Oh, 
no.  On the contrary, he is being  looked 
after  carefully  by  his friends, and in their 
list is nearly  every  man, woman and 
especially every child in the place.
‘Bo’ Slear  is the center fielder  of the town’s 
South Michigan League nine, who last 
Sunday  risked his own life to save that of 
Harry  Gregory.  The latter, a  little boy,  had 
broken through thin  ice at Red Mill Pond 
while skating, and the cries of witnesses 
attracted the attention of Slear,  who was 
among other skaters a quarter mile away 
from the spot where the lad had broken 
through.
Already  Tecumseh has raised a fund for 
the purchase of a handsome gold watch, 
suitably  inscribed, with  fob, which will be 
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“If this ever catches the eye of Jack 
Hendricks, James McGill will be beating 
the bushes for a new  manager of his 
pennant-pursuing Indianapolis club, as it 
is difficult to believe that Jack will 
withstand the shock. But it  is a fact that a 
Fort Wayne baseball crowd actually 
cheered a living umpire. ‘Bo’ Slear 
recently  imported into the Central League 
on the eve of the crash of [the] Southern 
Michigan [Association], was given a  young 
ovation in his first  game at  League Park. 
He got it by  vigorously  ordering the Grand 
Rapids and Fort Wayne players to shake a 
leg in shifting to the field and bench 
between innings. ‘Hurry  up! Hurry  up! 
Where’s your bitter?’ came impatiently 
from ‘Bo,’ and the determined manner in 
which he yelled it actually got results, too.
In hustling the players between innings 
Slear was striking at an evil of modern 
baseball that managers and fans have 
objected to for  years, but seemingly 
without much  avail, although this season 
the Central League clubs are not nearly  so 
remiss as in former  seasons. … Bo isn’t the 
greatest umpire extant, but he has one 
thing in his favor anyway. He makes the 
ball players imitate the ginger  whether 
they want to or not.”8

The American entry  into World War I resulted in 
contraction of the minor leagues, and by  1918 
Slear was living back in Elkhart and reporting 
the occupation of pipe fitter  to draft authorities. 
Sometime thereafter, the Slear  family  moved 
back to Jackson, Michigan where Bo found work 
at the state prison there. In 1926, tragedy  struck 
when death claimed both his wife Vena and 16-
year-old son Elliott. Late in life,  he took Vena’s 
older  sister  Eva Elliott Knodle as his third wife. 
By  then, Bo had advanced to the post of athletic 
director at  the prison but his impish nature got 
him  in  hot water one final time. Delegated to 
collect sporting equipment in Ypsilanti with 
three inmates in tow,  the crew included 
unauthorized stops at a local saloon and a ball 
field in  their  itinerary. When prison officials 

season was a virtual repeat. The 71-52 Convicts, 
paced by  left-handed staff ace Elmer  Criger  (22-7 
and Lou’s younger brother) placed third in SML 
standings, while Slear batted .253. In  1910, 
however, the Jackson record fell to 51-85 and 
Slear was out as manager at season’s end.  After 
speculation that he might take the managing job 
with  Guelph (Ontario) in the Class D Canadian 
League, Slear  began 1911  back in  the [now] Class 
C Southern Michigan League as player-manager 
for the Battle Creek Crickets. A broken collar 
bone suffered while playing the outfield limited 
Slear to only  37  games, batting .275. No pleasure 
was taken around the league from  Bo’s 
misfortune. The Saginaw (Michigan) News 
called Slear  “a favorite wherever  he goes,”6 while 
the “Baseball Gossip”  column of the Kalamazoo 
(Michigan) Gazette observed, “This piece of 
tough luck will be genuinely  regretted by  every 
Kalamazoo fan, for ‘Bo’ is very  popular  in  this 
city, having made himself so by  his geniality  and 
gentlemanly  conduct.”7 In the end, the Battle 
Creek club finished a dismal seventh. But by  that 
time, Slear had moved on, replacing Mo Meyers 
as manager  of the league’s fourth-place (73-64) 
Bay City Billikens.
Slear’s final managerial stint came at the helm  of 
the Boyne City  Boosters of the Class D Michigan 
State League. Bo replaced fellow Elkhart native 
Lou Criger and led the club to a 50-69  seventh-
place finish, while hitting .275 as a semi-regular 
outfielder. Unhappily, the 26-game improvement 
in  the win column was not enough to secure 
reengagement, and brought both the playing  and 
managing career of Bo Slear  to an end. In nine 
mostly  lower minor  leagues seasons, he had 
batted .246, with little extra-base power; only  78 
of his 883  base hits had gone for  more than a 
single. Still,  he had been a popular  figure 
wherever he had played and a capable manager 
when given decent material.
His days in uniform behind him, Slear  became 
an umpire in the various minor league circuits, 
including the Class B Central League. In July 
1915, the Fort Wayne News ran admiring 
commentary about Slear’s work in blue:
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found out about the escapade,  Bo was 
temporarily suspended from duty.9

Bo Slear died in Brooklyn, Michigan on October 
7, 1939. He was 60 years old. Following funeral 
services, he was interred at  Hillcrest  Memorial 
Park in  Jackson. Survivors included wife Eva, 
daughter Elizabeth Slear Bolton, and a 
generation of Upper Midwest  baseball fans who 
remembered him fondly.
Steve Krah is a sportswriter and SABR member 
for more than 20 years living in Elkhart, 
Indiana. He enjoys baseball of all eras, but 
especially the deadball variety.

FRANK CHANCE SAYS
  

DON’T
Be anxious to start the season.
Try to get in shape before training begins.
Do too much gymnasium work.
Worry  about making your team. If you fail, 
other teams will need you.
Think you know  more than your older team 
mates and your manager.
Try  to show off in the spring  and injure your 
arm.
Get  a swelled head when the players boost 
you.
Smoke too many cigarets [sic] or tobacco.
Get  downhearted. Remember a  calling is for 
your good.
Drink. This is the worst thing a player can do.

DO
Go to bed early and eat regularly.
Eat a light meal before going to the grounds.
Get  a  bat that  suits your  strength. Many  a good 
hitter is spoiled by his bat.
Keep your eye on the ball.
Keep thinking. Never lose your head.
Remember  that inside work is often  more 
effective than hitting.
Remember  that your  team  mates are part of 
the machine and when you feel friction help 
eliminate it.
Boost the youngsters. Your words help them.
Respect  the owner of the club, for  without  him 
you would not have a job.

The Pittsburg Press, Apr 11, 1909

You’ll often hear this summer the alibi of the 
major  failure,  who would have easily  stuck in 
the big show, if the poor  spring weather 
hadn’t knocked his chances for making good.

The Toledo News-Bee, March 12, 1912

The latest  definition of baseball would seem 
to include the fact that as a sport it is 
obsolescent, but as a  business enterprise it is 
flourishing in New York.

Iowa State Bystander, July 18, 1913
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major  league baseball for  two years in 1960s 
while I was stationed in the Philippines with the 
U. S. Navy. In those days I bridged the distance 
separating Subic Bay  and the various major 
league cities by  poring over the statistics in The 
Sporting News  every  week and reading that 
paper’s featured stories and detailed team 
articles. In  The Days of Wee Willie, Old Cy and 
Baseball War I hoped to bridge the eleven-
decade gap in time by  presenting the reader with 
a statistical summary  of each major  league team 
for the four  seasons between 1900 and 1903, 
accompanied by  an article about  that club’s 
season. For the better teams, the article would 
naturally  focus to some extent on its role in  the 
pennant race, as well as the accomplishments of 
its top players. For  the poorer teams I looked for 
one or two events or  performances that a 
contemporary  fan would have remembered 
about the season.  Since the period covered was 
characterized by  the National League contraction 
of 1900 and the subsequent baseball war 
between the National and American Leagues, all 
the articles touched upon the impact  of those 
events. Added at the end of every  chapter — each 
of which  represented a  “league-season” — were a 
few  articles about individual players,  the book’s 
equivalent to the feature articles I had read in 
The Sporting News.
My  objective was not to write a detailed history 
of the years covered in  the book, but rather to 
give the reader an informative and entertaining 
view of major league baseball during that time.

THOUGHTS ON THE
RITTER AWARD

by Chuck Kimberly

This award is a  very  pleasant  surprise and a great 
honor. The award is special both because many 
fine books were nominated and because the 
members of the selection committee have 
exceptional knowledge of baseball history  in 
general and the Deadball Era in particular.
I would be remiss if I failed to mention that the 
book is a product of not only  my  labor,  but  also 
that of several talented people at  McFarland & 
Company. Gary  Mitchem  agreed to publish the 
manuscript  even though the proposed book was 
“a bit outside our usual.” Layla  Milholen offered 
some helpful suggestions that improved the 
manuscript,  and Lori Tedder, Susan Kilby, Lisa 
Camp and Kristal Hamby  all worked to 
transform it into an actual book.
When I decided to write about the Deadball Era I 
thought  I would focus my  research on baseball’s 
ear ly  stars — Honus Wagner, Christy 
Mathewson, Napoleon Lajoie and others. But as I 
read through the sources my  attention was often 
drawn to other men. They  included good players 
who were well-known to fans of the day, but have 
long since been forgotten (for instance, 
acrobatic-fielding first  baseman Fred Tenney); 
players who excelled in parts of the game, but 
were quite deficient in other parts (Bill Keister, 
whose talent set equipped him  to be a career 
designated hitter seven decades too soon); and 
men who attracted attention because of their 
personalities (Detroit’s Davey  Crockett, although 
Rube Waddell starred in this category  as well as 
on the mound).
I wanted to write about this latter  group of 
players, as well as the more famous players, to 
more fully  convey  the flavor  of the era. The 
challenge was to find a narrative structure that 
would support a panoramic, mountain-top view 
of the baseball landscape while also allowing me 
at times to zoom  deep into the weeds. I settled 
upon an approach somewhat similar  to the way  I 
was able to remain fairly  well-informed about 

CHAMPIONS TO PLAY SEVEN GAMES
  

“I will play  the champion Bostons but seven 
games for the championship,  not eleven, as 
we had first  considered,”  said Barney 
Dreyfuss in Pittsburg last night. “I have told 
the owners of the Boston team  of my  decision 
and they  can do as they  please, play  or  not. I 
have thought it all out. [Eleven] games would 
take us two weeks and the public would 
become tired. We can well decide supremacy 
in seven games.”

(Washington, D.C.) Evening Star, September 10, 1903
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still-record 347  stolen bases,  the team leader was 
Josh Devore, with a relatively modest 61 steals.
Rather than having one or  two players who could 
steal bases effectively, as is often the case today, 
most Deadball Era teams could count on several 
legitimate base stealers. That  1911  Giants team, 
for one, received at  least 20 steals from Devore, 
Fred Snodgrass, Fred Merkle, Red Murray, Larry 
Doyle,  Buck Herzog, and Art Fletcher.  Similarly, 
the 1909 Pittsburgh Pirates, a  World Series-
winning team, had six players with at least 
fifteen stolen bases. Teams indeed were willing 
to risk making outs on the basepaths. Moreover, 
according to Mark Halfon, author of Tales from 
the Deadball Era: Ty Cobb, Home Run Baker, 
Shoeless Joe Jackson, and the Wildest Times in 
Baseball History, being caught stealing did not 
diminish base stealers’ aggressiveness:

“Speedsters ran at  will attempting to steal 
second base, third base or home despite a 
dismal success rate,” said Halfon, via e-
mail.  “During the Deadball Era, according 
to Total Baseball,  ‘caught stealing’ records 
were kept only  in 1914 and 1915 in the 
American League and 1915 in the National 
League, when runners recorded a fifty-
seven percent success rate. Despite the 
small sample, it  likely  reflects the era. 
Actually, it is probably  worse since 
runners prior to 1909  received credit for  a 
theft even when a  teammate got caught on 
the front end or back end of an attempted 
double steal or triple steal.”

An article in The Literary Digest titled “Base-
Stealing’s Sensational Decline” (April 19, 1922) 
points to the impact  made on the bases by  Ty 
Cobb, who led the American League in steals six 
times during the Deadball  Era: “Ty  Cobb in  his 
prime probably  caused more damage to opposing 
clubs’ defense by  his base-stealing than he did 
even by  his phenomenal hitting … Ty’s base 
stealing was the greatest individual factor in 
baseball offense ever seen, with  the exception of 
Babe Ruth’s terrific slugging.”

In a June 1947  article in Sportfolio,  John 
Drebinger spoke wistfully  of the Deadball Era 
stolen base accomplishments of Cobb and Max 
Carey, whom  Drebinger labeled the two greatest 
base stealers in baseball history. “Both were fast-
moving, lithe, and agile,”  said Drebinger. “Cobb 
was swashbuckling, dynamic, and utterly 
ruthless in the way  he crashed into opposing 
infielders.” Carey,  in contrast, “was a runner only 
a little above average speed, but so perfect was 
his timing in  getting underway, he almost made 
base stealing an exact science.”
Five renowned managers, whose teams routinely 
ranked among the game’s stolen base leaders 
during the Deadball Era, particularly  helped to 
promote the period’s relentless approach on the 
basepaths: Frank Chance, Fred Clarke, Clark 
Griffith,  Hughie Jennings, and John McGraw. 
Griffith’s teams led or tied for  its respective 
league lead in stolen bases in eight different 
seasons during the Deadball Era — though, as 
circumstance would have it,  Griffith’s team 
finished in first  place in only  one of those 
seasons. Of them all,  manager McGraw’s 
dedication to stealing bases most defined the 
period.
Chuck Kimberly, author of Wee Willie, Old Cy 
and Baseball War: Scenes from the Dawn of the 

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
continued from page 1

Ty Cobb
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Players would, of course, steal on the manager’s 
cue. Halfon, however, suggests that the onus was 
frequently  on the player  to decide when it  was 
opportune to attempt a stolen base: “It varied, 
but  I would guess that  the player more often 
made the decision,” said Halfon. “No one told Ty 
Cobb when to steal, and I imagine that was the 
case for  most of the top base stealers of the day. 
John McGraw preferred the steal to the bunt but 
nonetheless allowed his players to exercise their 
judgment. The Giants set the Major League 
record for thefts in a  season in 1911  and led the 
National League in 1904-1906, 1911-1914 and 
1916-1917,  but the players decided for themselves 
when to run, according to Fred Snodgrass. 
‘McGraw allowed initiative to his men. We stole 
when we thought we had the jump and when the 
situation demanded it… Every  player on the 
team was expected to know how to play  baseball,’ 

Deadball Era,  1900-1903,  illustrates in 
comments provided by  e-mail that, much like 
today, a team’s tendency  to steal bases was likely 
to stem from its managerial philosophy:

Between 1901  and 1907,  the Detroit Tigers 
had five different  managers. Their stolen 
base totals bounced up and down in 
accordance with their managers’ tactical 
preferences. George Stallings liked 
aggressive baseball. His 1901  team  stole 
204 bases.  The 1902 manager, Frank 
Dwyer, was an ex-pitcher who just  let the 
boys go up to the plate and swing away. 
Under him, the Tigers were last  in stolen 
bases with 130 and seventh in sacrifices 
with 83.
Next came Ed Barrow, whose baseball 
style was firmly  rooted in the early  1890s, 
when the sacrifice was a  big  deal.  In 1903 
and 1904,  when Barrow  managed the first 
half of the season and Bobby  Lowe the 
second half, the Tigers continued at 
substantially  the same stolen base level 
(128 and 112), but sacrificed 170 and 154 
times. The 170 sacrifices in 1903 led the 
league. In 1904 the Tigers’ sacrifice total 
was the third highest.
Bill Armour took over in 1905. With 
Cleveland from 1902  to 1904 Armour had 
done quite a  bit of sacrificing while also 
being among the leaders in steals. The 
Tigers’ sacrifice and stolen base totals 
remained the pretty  much  the same in 
1905 as they  had been in 1903  and 1904. 
But in  1906, Armour had the team 
stealing a lot more often,  while still 
remaining among the top teams in 
sacrifices.  In 1907  Hughie Jennings 
became the manager and employed the 
aggressive style of the Old Orioles.

Then there is the question of players’ abilities. 
Kimberly  points out that when Tom  Loftus 
managed the Washington Senators in  1903  and 
1904, an array  of slow-footed players prevented 
Loftus’ teams from having the same level of base-
stealing success that his Chicago Orphans teams 
did in 1900 and 1901.

Max Carey



Page 31 - The Inside Game - Vol. XV, No. 2

considerably  more prominent role than stealing 
in  the Deadball Era.” Even so,  stolen bases 
maintain a unique place in fans’ consciousness. 
As noted in  the same 1922  article from The 
Literary Digest: “The stolen base is the most 
perfect example in baseball of the unexpected. In 
attack it is the farthest removed from the 
established rule. It injects an element of 
uncertainty  into the game very  welcome in these 
days of crystallized baseball methods. It allows 
scope for  human initiative which is also very 
welcome.”
Aggregate stolen bases began to decline near the 
end of the Deadball Era. After  1917,  American 
League teams would not collectively  steal more 
than 1,000 bases in a season again  until  1969. 
The National League, which had moderately 
higher stolen base totals during the Deadball 
Era, would experience a  similar  decline in steals 
after  1919.  Whether it was an overt change in 
managerial tactics or the introduction  of the 
livelier ball, teams in the 1920s generally  stole 
fewer than fifty  percent  as many  bases as they 
did during the Deadball Era.
Many  of the well-known players from  the 
Deadball Era  gained lasting fame because of 
their ability  to steal bases.  At the same time,  for 
every  Hall of Famer such  as Ty  Cobb and Max 
Carey, there are also players like Clyde Milan and 
Bob Bescher,  who each rose to prominence 
primarily  because of their stolen base prowess. 
As teams today  rely  more the stolen base, it is 
worthwhile to recall that such trends have roots 
in the game from a century ago.

stated Snodgrass. (Lawrence Ritter, The Glory of 
Their Times, p. 100).”
Of course, stolen bases are only  one element of 
the story, as the Deadball Era  game was replete 
with  bunts and hit-and-run plays. As Kimberly 
notes, a stolen base could simply  have been the 
result of a failed hit-and-run: “In the early 
Deadball Era (and almost certainly  throughout 
the era), good teams were built  around fast 
runners. They  ran a lot, but running often meant 
the hit-and-run play, as well  as a steal attempt. 
Unfortunately  no one kept track of the number of 
times the hit-and-run tactic was used. (It would 
have been a very  difficult  task). Therefore, we are 
left with a very  blurred picture of the running 
game.  If the batter didn’t connect  with the pitch 
on a  hit-and-run, the result could be a stolen 
base or,  almost as likely, a  runner thrown out on 
what looked like an attempted stolen base.”
Halfon notes that “bunting was a dominant 
factor throughout the Deadball Era when 
straight bunts, sacrifice bunts, bunts and run, 
bluff bunts, squeeze plays, suicide squeeze plays, 
and double suicide squeeze plays figured 
prominently.” In addition,  Halfon said: 
“although there is no official record of total bunts 
per  game, compelling data related to bunting is 
available. Virtually  all of the top 100 leaders in 
career assists by  pitchers and catchers from the 
modern era played in the Deadball Era; nearly 
every  one of the top 25 modern records for 
career errors by  pitchers and catchers played in 
the Deadball Era; and virtually  every  one of the 
top 50 leaders in  career sacrifices played in the 
Deadball Era.”  Halfon pointed out  that Ray 
Chapman’s record for  sacrifices in a season (67 
in  1917) and Bill Rariden’s record for  assists as a 
catcher (238 in  1915) are further  evidence of how 
extensively bunting was used at the time.
“Stealing played a central role in the Deadball 
Era,” said Halfon, “but bunting figured far more 
prominently  in the offensive strategy  of the day… 
Undoubtedly  bunting had to be a  threat in 
virtually  every  inning of every  game. It would be 
fair  to estimate that each team  had to be 
prepared to field upward of a  dozen bunts per 
game and, consequently, bunting played a 

Ban Johnson is strongly  opposed to players of 
any  American League team  making bets with 
players of other  teams on the pennant race. 
He says stiff fines will be meted out to  
players making such bets. “Betting is an evil 
which must be kept  out  of baseball,”  the 
president declares. “Our  orders are strict 
against betting  and will be enforced to the 
limit. It  is an evil which cannot be tolerated 
and should be discouraged by  every  club 
member in the league.” Good for Johnson.

The Washington (D.C.) Times, April 6, 1906
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The Topeka State Journal, April 16, 1912


