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Thanks to committee chair 
Larry McCray for sending 
the following reports from 
the SABR convention in 
Cleveland last month. –
ed.

BASEBALL 
DISCOVERED 

PREMIERS

On Saturday, June 28, a 
large crowd attended the 
premier of the new 
MLB.com documentary, 
“Base Ball Discovered.”  
All those attending the 
Cleveland convention had 
received an invitation to 
attend, and the venue was 
nearly filled.

The one hour documentary 
was filmed in 2007. A key 
part of the program 
revolves around a June 
2007 trip by David Block, 
member of SABR and of 
the Origins Committee and 
the author of Baseball 
Before We Knew It, to a 
number of destinations in
England, each hosting a 
game associated with the 
English origins of baseball.  
The writer, producer, and 
director, Sam Marchiano
of MLB.com, was herself 
present to help introduce 
the film. The film was 
made possible by MLB 
Advanced Media, an 
affiliate of MLB.com.  
David served as key 
historical consultant for 
the production, and also

provided advice during the 
tour.
The documentary explores 
the games that served as 
predecessors to base ball 
as it evolved in the US in 
the early parts of the 19th
Century.  Happily, modern 
versions of three of these 
English games – stoolball, 
rounders, and trap ball –
are still played in England, 
giving the audience a sense 
of how they may have 
compared to, and perhaps 
contributed to, the birth of 
base ball. The town of 
Horsham, in Surrey, was 
the site of the stoolball 
match [a regular adult 
league is based there] and 
demonstration of rounders 
as played by teenaged 
students at a local school.  
Trap ball, now a tavern 
game that involves no 
running, was filmed at a 
Kent pub.

The film’s story line 
includes some decidedly 
contemporary news.  It 
turns out that the presence 
of an American film crew 
is big news in southern 
England, and those locals 
present in Horsham had 
the unique experience of 
watching a BBC TV crew 
filming the MLBAM crew, 
which was, of course, 
filming English players 
engaged in English games.  
That evening, the BBC 
piece aired in the region, 
leading to a call from local 
resident Patricia St. John 
Barry, who just happened 
to catch the news item, 

and who just happened to 
recall a little-known 
manuscript of a 1755 diary 
mentioning “base ball.”  
Would the troupe of
visiting Americans like to 
see it?  
If such a find were 
confirmed, it would be 
among the first three 
appearances of the term 
“base ball” and the first 
one for which direct 
evidence is accessible.  So 
the crew was extremely
interested – especially 
Sam, and especially David.  
The 1755 story gets a bit 
complicated at this point, 
but SABR members can 
see for themselves how it 
all turned out when they 
view the movie.  A main 
point, from the vantage of 
the Origins Committee, is 
that new finds might still 
turn up today, and that 
these important finds are 
incrementally remolding 
our basic ideas of the 
origination of the game.

The SABR 38 crowd – only 
a few of whom were 
Origins members – still 
found the documentary 
absorbing.  Very few left 
early, and most stayed 
through the follow-on 
discussion. Questions were 
fielded by a panel made up 
of Sam, David, baseball 
writer/editor John Thorn, 
and HOF Curator Tom 
Shieber. 

MLB.com is still deciding 
how and when to release 
the documentary; it will, 



thereafter, be viewable on 
the MLB.com website.  It 
seems quite possible that 
the warm SABR reception 
of the premier may 
encourage MLBAM to hold 
general release to be part 
of the launch of the new 
cable Baseball Channel in 
2009.  Sam promises that 
she will let us know as 
soon as a release date is 
set, and we’ll pass the 
news on to the Committee 
then.

O

CLEVELAND 
CONVENTION 

NEWS

“Baseball and Cricket: 
Commonalities and 
Differences in Play, 

Equipment, and 
Custom”

On Thursday, June 26, 
Beth Hise made a research 
presentation under the 
title above that showed the 
many ways that early 
baseball history resembles 
early cricket history.  Beth, 
a curator of social history 
who resides in Sydney, is 
guest curator for an 
exhibition on the two 
games at the hallowed 
home of cricket [the 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
in London] in 2010.  

Noting that there is as yet 
only a very thin literature 
about the relationship 
between the two cousin 
games, she touched on the 
origins of cricket in 
Britain, on its spread to 
the new American colonies 
in the 1700s, and on the 
US visits of touring 
English cricketers and the 
visits to England of touring 
teams of professional 

baseball clubs. Similarities 
in the ways the two games 
evolved included the 
changeover from early  
underarm bowling and 
pitching to modern
overhand deliveries, the 
emergence of professional
ballplayers, the influence 
of match coverage in the 
emerging penny press, and 
the central role played by
gamblers in attracting the 
public to – and perhaps in 
the codification of rules for 
-- the games.  She reported 
on a series of unsuccessful 
calls to adapt cricket to 
American tastes and needs 
as early as the 1840s. 

Meeting of the SABR 
Committee on the 

Origins of Baseball

The Committee meeting 
opened by reviewing the 
Committee’s progress and 
status.  About 210 SABR 
members are now signed 
up as committee members. 
A Steering Group is in 
place, the monthly 
newsletter “Originals” has 
been launched and has 
appeared on schedule. 
Several potential projects 
have emerged as 
possibilities in the past 
year, They can be launched 
if volunteers enlist to give 
them life. These possible 
initiatives include:

 A website
 A compilation of 
online and other resources 
for origins researchers
 Refinement of the 
“Key Research Questions” 
list compiled for our use 
by Peter Mancuso.
 Compilation in 
map form of the earliest 
known base ball games, 
town by town.

 Exploration of any 
evidence on baseball-like 
games in non-English 
cultures.

The second half of the 
meeting featured an 
informal question and 
answer session with 
MLBAM’s Sam Marchiano.  
Sam mentioned that her 
initial interest in the 
origins of baseball trace 
back to her attendance at 
the demonstration vintage 
game at the SABR 
Convention in Seattle, 
while in the process of 
completing an earlier 
documentary on vintage 
base ball.  She touched on 
some of the commercial 
considerations she found
in designing and executing 
the “Base Ball Discovered” 
documentary. She also 
reflected on some of the 
practical considerations in 
shooting a documentary 
when equipment fails, 
when crew cars have 
untimely mishaps, and 
when the Royal Air Force 
decided to fly low over 
Lord’s Cricket Grounds 
during key interviews.

O
The monthly summary of 
19cBB posting will be
included in the August 
issue. Advice for searching 
the yahoogroup file by 
topic for earlier postings 
is offered. – ed.

1) Using your ID and 
password, sign into and 
open yahoogroups.com.
2) Select 19cBB under My 
Groups.
3) To review the postings 
for a subject heading, such 
as the French Collection, 
type the heading in the 
Search field and click on 
Search.


