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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of May to 
pursue a number of topics. 

 
INQUIRIES 

 
Home field of the 

Neosho club of New 
Utrecht 

Craig Waff listed notes i- 
dentifying the site, and in- 
quired for more, to try to 
resolve questions. David 
Dyte responded with map- 
ping of the area. 

 
The Free Academy and 

base ball 
Continuing the thread on 
collegiate games begun in 
April, Craig Waff posted 
items about games at Free 
Academy, now CCNY, and 
inquired for others. Beth 
Hise mentioned the Acade- 
my's connection in that era 
with cricket. 

 
Thomas Jefferson and 
"games played with 

the ball" 
Deb Shattuck asked for in- 
formation about a Thomas 
Jefferson quotation which 
mentions ball games. Its 
authenticity was seconded 
by Richard Hershberger. 
Larry McCray offered a list 
of pre-1800 references to 
the game in the South as 
an aid to further inquiry 

on the nature of the games 
possibly involved. John 
Bowman contributed the 
perspective that Jefferson 
would have denigrated any 
sort of ball game (as he did 
in the quotation which Deb  
posted) as unworthy of a 
gentleman. David Ball sent 
his agreement. 

 
Base ball in the South 
Jack Little inquired about 
sources, etc., for a prospec- 
tive piece about the deve- 
lopment of the game in the 
South.  In response, Rich- 
are Hershberger posted a 
number of comments. 

 
SOURCES 

 
Larry McCray posted a no- 
tice that Version 11 of the 
Protoball Chronology is 
now "up" (a technical 
term, it seems, with nearly 
200 new entries plus 
additional features. Bill 
Ryczek was mentioned as a 
stellar contributor of new 
items. Other contributors 
of multiple items were cit- 
ed. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
Upton-Medway photo 

from 1860 
Tom Shieber noted that a 
1940s Hall of Fame press 
release mentioned the ex- 
istence of an 1860 photo of 
a Massachusetts Game in 
progress. He asked if any- 
one had ever seen it. John 
Thorn remarked that it, if 
in existence, would be the 

only known photo of the 
Massachusetts Game. Jo- 
ann Hulbert sent a news- 
paper description of the 
photos taken that day. 

TANGENT 

David Dyte responded to a 
re- sponse that the 
Massachu- setts game is 
now dead by re- minding 
that a vintage base ball 
club, the Mudville Nine of 
Holliston, MA, uses the 
rules. David Ball steered 
this into a discussion of 
the purpose of the 1857 
Massachusetts Game 
convention. 

 
more evidence of 
"wicket" as early 
name for cricket 

Richard Hershberger sent 
a ca. 1840 note in a story 
published in New Orleans 
which reinforces previous 
evidence.  
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Fletch Catch 
 
Tom Altherr inquires,  
 
Recently, "fletch-catch," a 
baseball term I have never 
seen before has popped up 
as a synonym for early 
baseball-type games.  The 
Wikipedia entry on the 
Origin of Baseball lists it 
right along with well-
known terms; an article on 
sports ethic in a 2008 
compilation called Ethics 
Now  uses the term, and a 



new book I haven't seen 
yet, Baseball Is America, 
by Victor Baltov, also uses 
this term.  Indeed , since 
all three sources use it so 
offhandedly that I started 
to wonder where I have 
been been.  But no other 
references appear by way 
of Google, or in Larry 
McCray's Protoball listings 
or glossary.  None of the 
dictionaries I consulted 
reference "fletch-catch."  I 
can't trace it to a primary 
source.  It may be that the 
name is another one of 
those children's rhymes in 
which one of the two 
words is significant and 
the other is a nonsense 
rhyme.  "Catch" certainly 
is familiar, but what is the 
baseball connection with 
the word "fletch" ? Most 
derivations of fletch refer  
to arrowmaking, especially 
putting feathers on the 
shaft.  But also, supposedly 
"fletch" was sometimes a 
sloppy mispronunciation 
of "flitch."  Flitch has had 
several meanings, the most 
common being a cut of 
meat, such as a flitch of 
bacon.  One connotation of 
flitch may have some 
extended connection to a 
bat and ball game.  A flitch 
could also be a piece of 
wood cut lengthwise from 
a log, usually leaving the 
bark or outer surface on 
one side.  Did ballplayers 
use a flitch as a bat?  
Would anyone have any 
better ideas about this 
term or its provenance? 
 

Scholastic Advice for 
Stoolball and Ball-Play 

 
Tom Altherr presents two 
early passages on base ball 
forerunners: 
 
The early baseball-type  

game, stoolball, and ball-
play in general caught the 
attention of two scholars of 
the Renaissance, Robert 
Burton and Desiderius 
Erasmus of Rotterdam. In 
about 1518 or thereabouts, 
Erasmus wrote a colloquy 
on play in which he had his 
discussants extol the many 
virtues of stoolball.  The 
interchange is too lengthy 
to reprint here, but it 
started with "Nicholas" 
declaring, "No Play is 
better to exercise all Parts 
of the Body than Stool-
ball."  Then he and his 
fellow discussant, Jerome, 
debate what stakes to play 
for, who to choose for 
sides, and what bounds to 
set.  It is not clear exactly 
how they played stoolball.  
At one point they seemed 
to be playing a version of 
handball, at another using 
soccer-type goals, and 
thirdly using a scoring 
system resembling tennis.  
There was no mention of 
any bat, but clearly they 
used balls, as the colloquy 
closed with talk about who 
would pay for them.  
([Erasmus, Desiderius], 
Colloquies of Erasmus,  N. 
Bailey, trans., E. Johnson, 
ed. (London: Reeves and 
Turner, 1878, pp.77-79).          
 
A century later, Burton, in 
his massive treatise, The 
Anatomy of Melancholy 
(1621), referred once to 
stoolball as a game that as 
a lovestruck adult he 
should avoid for the sake 
of seriousness.  But in 
another section of the 
treatise, he advised those 
suffering melancholy to 
indulge in a variety of  
diversions, including ball 
games.  "Let them freely 
feast, sing, and dance, 
have their poppet-playes, 

hobby-horses, bag-pipes,  
crouds, tabers, &c. play at 
ball, and barley-breaks [a 
game believed to  resemble 
prisoner's base], and what 
sports and recreations, 
they like best," he wrote.  
([Robert Burton], The 
Anatomy of Melancholy, 
16th ed. (London: B. Blake, 
1836), p. 349)  Burton 
didn't specify which type 
of ball play; perhaps he 
meant stoolball, perhaps 
some other game. 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
from the pages of the New 
York Sunday Mercury 

 
June 3, 1860 
 
THE NEW ENGLAND 
GAME. - A new club has 
been organized at East 
Boston, called the Fly-
Away, which has adopted 
the rules of the New 
England game. A club has 
also been formed at 
Nevada, California. 
 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS 

 
Readers are encouraged 
to forward corrections, 
notes, and other types of 
correspondence. Such 
items will be gratefully 
received, and published 
in the following issue. 
Send to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


