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WOMEN IN BASEBALL 

As always baseball provides us with a way to mark 
the beginning and end of another year.  As I am 
writing this two exciting things are happening, 
the World Series between Boston and St. Louis and 
the beginning of the Girl’s Baseball Showcase.  
Justine Siegal is running this event in California.  
And speaking of Justine please join me in 
congratulating her on earning her Ph. D. this 
summer and being recognized by ESPNW as an 
everyday hero.  Typical of Justine, she was invited 
to their 3-day summit and she took with her Kate 
Harris who has been involved in baseball since 
she was 11 and is now a freshman in College 
hoping to see women’s baseball opportunities 
grow.  Congratulations to Justine.   

Wondering what you can do to get more involved 
–well there are a variety of opportunities.  Want to 
write a chapter for a book on the Colorado Silver 
Bullets?  Want to write a book review?  Have a 
short bio you have written that we can publish in 
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Latest News and Updates 
At the ESPNW summit Justine Siegal and her 
organization Baseball for all received a $10,000 
grant from Toyota for all their good work in 
promoting baseball for everyone, especially girls. 

Check out Baseball for all to see the updates on 
the Girls Baseball Showcase.  
https://www.facebook.com/baseballforall?hc_loca
tion=stream 

Check out the story of Haley Smilow, who at 12 
years old is following her baseball dream and 
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our newsletter?  These are just a few of the things 
you can do to help promote women’s baseball, 
both historically and in the present.  Both efforts 
are needed to help grow the opportunities for the 
future.   

This summer we had an exciting meeting and panel 
at the Annual SABR Convention.  We also hosted 
another great panel on women’s baseball at the 
ALL Star game in NYC.  You can view both panels 
online:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oluXuPMtDEg&f
eature=youtu.be 

http://wapc.mlb.com/play/?content_id=30108179 

 

 
interviewing big league ball players and seeing her 
stories published.   

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/06/nyregion/at
-12-landing-interviews-with-major-league-
players.html?_r=1& 

Check out this new book on a girl who plays 
baseball—The Girl who Threw Butterflies by Mick 
Cochrane. 
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Women in Baseball 

Jennifer Ring, “Why Take Girls out of the Game?” 

http://articles.latimes.com/2006/aug/27/opinion
/op-ring27 

“Malibu Sports Spotlight:  Justine Siegal”  

http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article_97bf7
86a-261a-11e3-a20e-
0019bb2963f4.html?mode=story 

A podcast on women’s baseball in New Mexico 

http://themixtalkradio.podbean.com/2011/06/18

Baseball Articles 

Rachel Martindale, pitching in Pennsylvania. 

Ellyssa Varela plays softball and baseball but her 
true love is baseball. 

 Kristen Moldovan made history becoming only the 
6th female pitcher in the Jr League World series this 
summer. 

Lauren Frost has been playing baseball since she 
was 5 years old and her skills have earned her a 
scholarship to college, playing softball. 

Stephanie Ellis and Mia Valcke are both pitching in 
the Inter-County Baseball Association in Canada 
becoming the first two young ladies to pitch 
against one another in the league’s history. 

Girls Playing Baseball 

Audrey Haine playing in the AAGBL.. 

This year marks the 70th 
anniversary of the creation of 
the All American Girls Baseball 

League!!!!! 

/episode-15-batter-up-the-new-mexico-
womens-baseball-league/ 

Throw like a Girl Documentary 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3159310/?ref_=f
n_al_tt_2 

Story on Perry Barber, umpire. 

Former Negro Leagues pitcher Mamie “Peanut” 
Johnson got to meet President Obama at the 
White House. 

And Girls baseball popularity is exploding. 

News video of the Girls Tournament in 
Compton and MayBelle Blair as the guest of 
honor. 
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Women’s World Cup and More 
The World Cup began in 2004 as a biennial event and 
in 2014 it will be returning to Japan.  Matsuyama 
hosted the tournament in 2008 and Japan won that 
year.  They won again in 2010 and 2012.  The 2014 
event is set to take place in Miyazaki between 
September 1-7, 2014.  They have two stadiums 
which will serve host to the World Cup.  The Japanese 
team is hoping to continue its winning ways at home. 

 

Chicago AAGPBL Reunion 2013 
The annual reunion of the players and friends of 
the AAGPBL took place in the windy city this year 
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the league’s 
beginnings.  The weekend began with a Labor Day 
tournament organized by John Kovach, coaches 
and works tirelessly with women’s baseball teams.  
Author and member of SABR Barbara Gregorich 
was the guest speaker at a luncheon at Wrigley 
Field honoring the ladies.  The weekend was full of 
games, memories and renewing/creating 
friendships for all.   

Great story here about Wilma Briggs, the second 
leading homerun hitter in the league. 

The Oak Brook Heritage Center hosted a reception 
for the ladies while they were in town. 

Want to hear the league’s song one more time—

listen here and see some unique artwork too. 

Some great fun at the reunion with Maybelle Blair 
and Lois Youngen. 

Interested in not just learning about the league but 
maybe playing for one of the teams.  Check out this  
living history league: 
http://www.ww2girlsbaseball.com/ 

Listen to a former player from Ohio talk about the 
Tribe, her own playing and baseball in general.   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Photo from Chicago Reunion—courtesy of Perry 
Barber 

 
India has announced the formation of a women’s 
team with members playing in the Sub-Junior 
National Baseball Championship in October in 
Manipur, India.  Manipur made the finals defeating 
a team from Odisha 8-6.  They played Maharashtra 
in the finals. 
In Australia Wollongong will play host to the 
National women’s baseball Championship in April 
2014.  They hope to use this tournament as 
preparation for the World Cup in Japan. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wpri.com/web/wpri/news/street-stories/street-stories-ri-woman-is-the-babe-of-girls-baseball
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http://fox8.com/2013/10/02/woman-who-helped-keep-baseball-alive-cheers-the-tribe/
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Story from the Baseball Showcase 

                                                                                    
Girl's Baseball Tournament Held in Compton, 
CA 
--by Irina Kovach 
         Green grass infields, strike outs, and catching 
a fly ball are just some of the things that ran in my 
head as I received an email that there would be a 
baseball tournament in the next month. Right away I 
pictured myself oiling up my glove, putting on my 
metal cleats, and running to the nearest park to 
start training. My heart started to beat faster and 
faster as excitement grew with the knowledge of an 
opportunity to be on an all-girls baseball team in 
Compton, CA. As soon as I received the email, I did 
the same thing that over 30 other girls from 13 
states did within that month; I went to the Baseball 
for All website to donate money to play for one of 
the non-for profit teams.  
        Finally October 25th arrived, and I waited in 
line at the Urban Youth Academy complex to grab a 
jersey at registration. The jersey I received was red 
while the other two on the table were blue and 
gold. Red represented America, Blue represented 
the Eastern states, and Gold represented California. 
Quickly I put on the uniform and felt so honored to 
wear what read Baseball for All on the front and my 
number one on the back. After I changed, I looked 
for my other teammates who were unfamiliar 

 

 

 

 

faces to me. Even though I did not originally know many 
of the players I would be competing with, I still knew I 
was amongst girls who had great courage, perseverance, 
and integrity. Once all our uniforms were on, we stood 
together at opening ceremonies, listening to the 
encouraging words brought forth by wise leaders. As we 
listened with smiles on our faces, we knew this weekend 
would bring memories we would reflect on for the rest 
of our lives.  
       In the duration of October 25-27th three teams 
competed with 1 team playing 5 games and the other 
two playing 6. My team ended up being the one with 5 
games, but nonetheless I am still proud to have been a 
participant of that tournament. This tournament 
grabbed much media attention. Queen Latifa show and 
ESPN are just some of the news reporters who 
broadcasted this gender breaking opportunity. With girls 
and women growing in talent and knowledge of female 
baseball, I hope events like this are not so few and far 
between. I hope, one day, female players don't have to 
travel thousands of miles to play in a baseball 
tournament with other girls. I hope this letter aids in 
spreading the word for others to enjoy the sport that 
gives many players a sense of bravery, happiness, and 
sense of accomplishment. 
 

 

Wondering about Lois Browne—author 
of the Girls of Summer—check out her 
blog; 
http://intheirownleague.wordpress.co
m/2013/09/13/injuries-mount-as-
brawls-continue-in-1944-aagpbl/ 
 

 
Reunion photo from Oakbrook Heritage Society.  
Softball game was a part of the fun for all. 
 

During the summer of 2013. Baseball For All (BFA) again hosted its Girl's Baseball 
Academy. This past June, the Academy called old Dodgertown at Vero Beach 
home from June 22-26. There were 30 players and eight coaches from the 
United States, Canada and Mexico worked out at this historic facility! It was the 
largest turnout to date!! 
   In early August, the 12U WBL Sparks played at Cooperstown Dreams Park 
during the week of Aug. 2-8. It was the 11th season of play for the Sparks, the 
longest running girl's baseball tournament team in the US!  
   BFA was also involved with planning the Labor Day tournament in Rockford, 
Illinois. Six teams (including the Aussie Hearts) competed in the tourney which 
saw the return of a major women's baseball tournament to the Midwest AND 
the tourney helped re-dedicate the old Beyer Stadium site (home of the 
Rockford Peaches)!! Plans are not underway by the Rockford community for the 
2014 Labor Day tourney! 
   The week after Labor Day saw the 70th anniversary celebration of the founding 
of the All American Girls Professional Baseball League. This celebration was held 
in Oak Brook, Illinois over the dates of September 5-8. BFA assisted the planning 
committee with an exhibit on the history of girls and women in baseball at the 
Oak Brook Historical Society. They also helped plan a two-game exhibition 
baseball series (played with wood bats provided by the Hoosier Bat Company) 
during the Saturday of Reunion.  
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.sabr.org 

Marathon Games 
The following is a List of the only three (3) 
Women's Baseball marathons, scheduled for 
nine innings, and lasting 20 or more innings, so 
far uncovered. The total List from the beginnings 
of Baseball to now includes 717 games. 
  
We know almost for certain that there are 
many Women's baseball marathons missing from 
the List below, based on the fact that the All 
American Girls Professional Baseball League 
lasted from 1943 through 1954, and statistically 
comparing the number of marathons per season 
to those of the major leagues. 
  
If anyone on your committee finds a marathon 
that is not on this List, please let me know so that 
we can update the records. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Philip J. Lowry 
  
WOMEN’S LEAGUES (3) 
  
ALL-AMERICAN GIRLS PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL LEAGUE (3) 
  
22 innings – Horlick Athletic Field, Racine, 
Wisconsin – 7/31/1947 – South Bend Blue Sox 4 
Racine Belles 3 in 4:30 - 1456 fans. 
  
20 innings – Playland Park, South Bend, Indiana 
– 9/10/1948 – South Bend Blue Sox 3 Grand 
Rapids Chicks 2. 
  
22 innings – Marsh Field, Muskegon, Michigan – 
?/??/1949 – Muskegon Lassies 1 Rockford 
Peaches 0 in 3:02, then Rockford 3 Muskegon 1 
in 6 innings. 
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