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IN 

MEMORIAM 
 

CRAIG WAFF 
 

Origins of Baseball Com-
mittee members were 
shocked to learn via Tom 
Shieber's post on June 20 
that fellow researcher 
Craig Waff, of Dayton, 
Ohio, had passed away 
suddenly on June 12. 
Regrets, admiration for his 
many accomplishments 
and skills as a baseball 
historian, and condolences 
to his family were posted 
by George Thompson, 
David Dyte, Bob Tholkes, 
Priscilla Astifan, Mark 
Fimoff, Frank Ceresi, Peter 
Mancuso, David Nemec, 
Deb Shattuck, John Thorn, 
and Willis Felber, who had 
worked with Craig recently 
on the Greatest Games 
project. Committee Chair 
Larry McCray , in addition 
to his regrets, noted that 
Craig's family had been in 
touch concerning preser-
vation of his baseball 
work. 
Craig's signature work, the 
pre-Civil War Games Tab-
ulation, available in the 
Protoball Chronology, is 
destined to remain one of 
the seminal sources for our 
future research into the 
early game. 
 
 

SABR 

CONVENTION 

MEETING 
 

The Origins Committee 
meeting at SABR 42 in 
Minneapolis on June 30 
proved eventful. About a 
dozen members attended. 
Origins Committee Chair 
Larry McCray opened by 
reviewing the past year. He 
memorialized Craig Waff 
and David Ball, whose con-
tributions will be sorely 
missed, and listed the 
year's three highlights: the 
first postings of SABR's 
Origins Committee work, 
the Protoball Chronology, 
on MLB's Memory Lab, 
and two advances in the 
ongoing Spread of Baseball 
project: Bruce Allardice's 
work on the spread of the 
games in the states of the 
Confederacy, and the pub-
lication of the first volume 
of the Pioneer Project (The 
second is expected to be 
out by the end of summer). 
Advancement of the effort 
to access non-English lan-
guage sources and to ex-
tend the Spread of Base-
ball database were men-
tioned as other ongoing 
projects. Larry also an-
nounced that, as expected, 
he has resigned as chair of 
the committee. 
John Thorn then summa-
rized the work of MLB's 
Origins Committee, the 
"Thorn Committee": The 

MLB Memory Lab site, up 
in April 2012, including a 
more searchable version of 
Protoball, and the effort, 
which Thorn said has had 
a strong initial response, to 
obtain origins information 
from each of the 140 
countries having baseball 
federations. Thorn urged 
the committee to adopt the 
broad conceptual defini-
tion of "origins" he has 
adopted for the MLB com-
mittee, which goes beyond 
the present concentration 
on primal origins. 
Leslie Heaphy, SABR 
board director assigned to 
committee liaison, led a 
discussion of the future or-
ganization and goals of the 
committee. It was gener-
ally agreed that, defined as 
encompassing the devel-
opment of the origins of 
baseball in different lo-
cales in the United States 
and in other countries, 
baseball origins need not 
be considered to overlap 
the work of SABR's Nine-
teenth Century Committee 
and that research on pre-
decessor games to the 
modern game and its ori-
gins in other countries be-
longed exclusively to the 
Origins Committee, and 
are likely to prove inex-
haustible subjects. 
A replacement chair or co-
chairs will be sought.  
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ORIGINS IN 

THE 

BLOGOSPHERE 
 

John Thorn's post of June 
16 on his "Our Game" blog, 
"Whitman, Melville, and 
Baseball", recounted a 
Melville poem of the 1840s 
describing a boys' game, 
and Whitman's lifelong 
interest in the game. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

MORE HIGGINSON ON 
BOSTON BALL PLAY IN 

THE 1840S 
 

Protoball already lists 
comments by Boston min-
ister, abolitionist, and Un-
ion officer Thomas Went-
worth Higginson on ball 
play in the Boston area.  
Additionally in February, 
1911 he recounted ball play 
in Boston in the 1840s: 
"On one end of Boston 
Common, near Park 
Street, there was once a 
playground where my 
cousins used to go and 
play ball; and when I went 
to Boston, I used often to 
go there and watch the 
game. They played with 
larger balls and larger bats 
than they do now and one 
of my cousins was a leader 
in all the games." 
Thomas Wentworth Hig-
ginson, "Other Days and 
Ways in Boston and 
Cambridge," In William S. 
Rossiter, ed., Days and 
Ways in Old Boston 
(Boston: R.H. Stearns and 
Company, 1915), p.29 

LINCOLN'S FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT WAS A 
ROUND BALL 
ENTHUSIAST 

 
According to Hannibal 
Hamlin's biographer, A-
braham Lincoln's vice 
president was fond of ball 
play in Paris Hill, Maine 
during his boyhood in the 
1810s or maybe 1820s: 
"What he shone best in 
was athletic sports. He 
seemed to have been a 
leader among the boys of 
his age at Paris Hill, from 
the time he came among 
them to the time he left 
them.  He was especially 
fond of round ball, --from 
which our national game 
of baseball was evolut-
ed...." 
Charles Eugene Hamlin, 
The Life and Times of 
Hannibal Hamlin (Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts: 
Riverside Press, 1899). p. 
20 

 
STONEWALL JACKSON 

PLAYED BALL 
 

Renowned Confederate 
general Thomas "Stone-
wall" Jackson was quite 
the bat and ball player in 
his boyhood in Clarksburg 
in western Virginia during 
the 1830s, according to his 
biographers.  R. L. Dabney 
wrote: "When the school 
was divided into two com-
panies for a game of bat 
and ball, or prisoner's 
base, he was always cap-
tain of one, and his side 
was sure to win." Sarah 
Nicholas Randolph 
declared: "His anxiety to 
learn and his fondness for 
study in no wise interfered 
with his devotion to boyish 
games and exercise.  In 
games of base-ball he was 
generally chosen as cap-

tain of one side, which 
most frequently proved the 
winning party." 
R.L. Dabney, Life and 
Campaigns of Lieut. Gen. 
Thomas J. Jackson (Stone-
wall Jackson). (New York: 
Blelock and Company, 
1866), p.19. Sarah Nich-
olas Randolph, The Life of 
Gen. Thomas J. Jackson 
(Stonewall) (Philadelphia: 
J.B. Lippincott and Com-
pany, 1876), p. 22 

 
TOWN BALL IN 

GEORGIA IN THE 1830S 
and 1840S 

 
John Brown Gordon, who 
later served Georgia as a 
governor and senator, re-
called the games of his 
boyhood in Upson County 
during the late 1830s and 
1840s: "The larger boys 
played 'town ball,' 'bull 
pen,' leapfrog', 'shinny,' 
and ran foot races." 
John Brown Gordon, A 
Boyhood Sketch Prepared 
for The Youth's Compan-
ion Volume LXXIV 1900. 
Allen P. Tankersley, ed. ( 
n.p. 1900), p. 10 

 
 

BALL-MAKING IN 
MAINE CIRCA THE 

1840S 
 

Colby College Latin pro-
fessor Julian Daniel Taylor 
recalled ball-making in 
Waterville, Maine during 
the 1840s.  His biographer 
wrote, "They [Julian and 
his brother] had no rubber 
balls; but here a thoughtful 
mother anticipated their 
need, saved all pieces of 
twine, wound them into 
balls, and sewed cloth over 
them." 
Bertha Louise Soule, Col-
by's Roman: Julian Daniel 



Taylor. (Waterville, ME: 
Colby College, 1938). p. 4 

 
BASEBALL IN GLENS 
FALLS, NEW YORK IN 

THE 1840S 
 

Sheldon Jackson, later a 
missionary in the West, 
remembered that they 
played what he called base 
ball in the 1840s in Glens 
Falls: "For amusement we 
played baseball,.... when 
we were boys, but I never 
had any special training or 
practice, or was I ever 
present at a match game 
between parties from 
different places." 
Robert Laird Stewart, 
Sheldon Jackson: Path-
finder and Prospector of 
the Missionary Vanguard 
in Rocky Mountains and 
Alaska. (New York: Flem-
ing H. Revell Company, 
1908), p. 31 

 
BALL PLAY IN 

LITCHFIELD CIRCA 1780 
 

Elihu Hubbard Smith re-
called later in his auto-
biography the ball play of 
his boyhood in Litchfield, 
Connecticut around 1780: 
"These were our mental 
exercises: but we were still 
more successful in the 
Gymnastics.  It would have 
been difficult to select an 
equal number of boys, of 
the same ages, who ran, 
leapt, pitched quoits, cast 
stones, played ball, & 
practised swimming, with 
equal skill & success."  
Smith was later a doctor 
and literary man. 
Elihu Hubbard Smith, 
"Notes from Recollections 
of My Life from My Birth 
till the Age of Eleven, In 
James E. Cronin, ed., The 
Diary of Elihu Hubbard 
Smith (1771-1798) (Phila-

delphia: American Philo-
sophical Society, 1973), p. 
31 

 
NO BALL ALLEYS 
ALLOWED IN 

LOUISVILLE IN 1823 
 

In 1823, the Louisville, 
Kentucky city government 
outlawed ball alleys. The 
ordinance read, in part: 
"Whereas, the establish-
ment of Ball Alleys or 
Batteries, within the half 
care lots of Louisville, have 
a tendency to produce riots 
and disorderly collections 
of people on Sundays, and 
other days, to the annoy-
ance of neighboring citi-
zens...any person who 
shall after the adoption of 
this ordinance, set up, es-
tablish, keep or occupy a 
ball alley or battery...shall 
be subject to a fine of four 
dollars, for each day of its 
continuance."  The games 
may have been fives or 
handball but some fea-
tured paddles and bats. 
A Collection of By-Laws, 
or Ordinances, Adopted 
by the Trustees of Louis-
ville, Made Under Their 
Direction (Louisville, Ken-
tucky: Bullen and Hill, 
1823), p. 1 
 

TRAP BALL IN 
FLANDERS CIRCA 1748 
 
While staying or traveling 
through St. Omer in 
Flanders  about 1748, John 
Carroll, a future Catholic 
bishop of Baltimore, ob-
served various ball plays, 
including trap ball: "They 
took their monthly hol-
idays at Blandyke, an 
hour's walk from town; in 
the interim they played at 
ninepins, trap bat and ball, 
or handball." 

Annabelle M. Melville, 
John Carroll of Baltimore: 
Founder of the American 
Catholic Hierarchy (New 
York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1955) p. 13 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
 
from the pages of the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
 

July 28, 1862 
 
BASE BALL.------------ 

THE POSITION OF 

UMPIRES.  

 

To the Editor of the 
Brooklyn Eagle: 
 
   When will our ball play-
ers realize the fact that the 
gentleman who accepts the 
position of umpire in a 
match...confers a great fa-
vor on them and lays them 
under obligation to him; 
and that the least return 
that they can make him is 
to abide by his decisions, 
be they right or wrong, and 
to give him credit for good 
intentions even if he does 
err. In all our experience 
for the past seven years we 
have never seen an in-
stance of an umpire acting 
dishonorably in a match. 
All are liable to err, and all 
do err; they must neces-
sarily do so.  
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Send comments, ques-
tions, and other corre-
spondence for Origin-
als  to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes @gmail .com  
 


