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TRAGEDY. 
 

Among the many fine 
tributes to Fred Ivor-
Campbell, whose  death 
was deeply felt by his 
many SABR admirers. was 
the following by Origins 
Committee chair Larry 
McCray. 
 
"Members of the Origins 
Committee-- - 
 
A word needs to be added 
to the tributes to Fred 
Ivor-Campbell, killed 
tragically this weekend in 
an automobile accident. 
 
Fred was long a SABR 
leader, having served as 
Vice President and then 
until recently on the SABR 
Board.  I suspect that he 
was also a primary figure 
in giving life to the 19th 
Century Committee, before 
I joined SABR 
 
Fred was also a key figure 
in the reorganization of the 
Origins Committee in 
2007.  We relied heavily 
on him for informal advice 
as we proceeded, and it 
was always given 
generously, thoughtfully, 
and gently.  He was a 
careful scholar of early 
base ball, and was at work 
on an account of the 
Knickerbocker Era.  He 
had recently expressed 
interest, being freed from 
his SABR Board duties,  in 

getting involved more in 
Committee activities, and 
one of my main objectives 
at SABR 39 this week was 
to find a way to bring his 
thoughtfulness, his insight 
into SABR, and his 
enthusiasm for origins 
research into the Origins 
program.   
 
Each of us needs to 
become a bit more like 
Fred Ivor-Campbell. We 
have lost a great 
gentleman with a great 
heart." 

ORIGINS. 

ORIGINS 

COMMITTEE 

MEETING 

SUMMARY. 
 

Committee President 
Larry McCray called the 
meeting to order at 8:30 
a.m.  and welcomed the 
estimated 40 members in 
attendance. Newsletter 
editor Bob Tholkes, 
Monica Nucciarone, Bill 
Ryczek (both authors of 
recent books), and Peter 
Garver of the SABR staff 
were introduced. Fred 
Ivor-Campbell, whose 
tragic passing has been so 
widely mourned within 
SABR, was eulogized.  
Larry reviewed the agenda 
and discussed the 
committee’s purpose, 
which he described as the 

encouragement and the 
dissemination of research 
into baseball’s origins in 
the pre-Civil War period. 
The committee’s purpose 
was accomplished in the 
past year through the 
postings of members on 
SABR’s 19th century group 
list (summarized monthly 
in the newsletter). A 
survey of members’ 
interest in the origins area 
was also conducted, and 
revealed an unexpectedly 
broad range. Future efforts 
center around a website, 
which Larry and Peter 
discussed. The website is 
up but in only an early 
stage of development; it 
contains the newsletters. It 
is intended to serve as an 
entry point for new 
researchers and an 
information source for the 
general membership of 
SABR. A website editor is 
needed. 
Larry proposed a new 
project, an analysis of the 
spread of the New York 
game. Various members 
expressed an interest in 
participating. 
Jan Finkel, now the lead 
coordinator of the Pioneer 
Project, was introduced 
and gave a summary of 
that project's progress and 
needs. 
The meeting broke up 
shortly after 9:00, as 
several SABR members 
attending the next 
function in the room made 
their presence felt. 

 



THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB. 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
month of July to pursue a 
number of interesting 
topics. 

 
INQUIRIES. 

 
Atlantic-Mutual image 
David Dyte asked for an ID 
of an image he had come 
across of a game between 
the Atlantics and Mutuals. 
The exact reference was 
immediately supplied by 
John Thorne, along with 
related information on 
other images made at the 
same game.  David, John,  
and John Fimoff posted  
comments on the image’s 
features. 

 
DISCOVERIES. 

 
Liberty New 

Brunswick Rules 
John Zinn sent an 1857 
article found in a New 
Jersey newspaper listing 
the rules of that season. 
John Thorn noted that 
they did not include rules 
changes enacted by the 
NABBP for 1857. John 
Zinn, David Ball, and Jack  
Little debated the meaning 
of Rule 15, to which David 
Dyte contributed (?) a pun. 
The debate which involved 
advancing, led Paul 
Hunkele to inquire if any 
pre-NABBP rule variations 
limited base stealing, a 
common practice among 
vintage base ball clubs. 
David Dyte (briefly) and 
Richard Hershberger (at 
length) both thought not. 
  

foul territory 
Beth Hise followed up on a 
June comment from 
Richard Hershberger that 
both the Gothams and 
Knickerbockers probably 
inherited the concept of 
foul territory by noting 
that single-wicket cricket, 
a popular 19th-century 
cricket variant, also used 
foul territory. John Thorn 
agreed that this is a viable 
hypothesis, and that it fits 
in with the view of the 
Knickerbocker rules as a 
“consolidation of existing 
New York customs”. 
Richard reiterated that the 
question remains of the 
reason for using foul 
territory: limited space, 
limited manpower, or 
both? 

  

Massachusetts 
miscellanea 

Richard Hershberger sent 
the opening salvo in an 
extended series of posts by 
listing the highlights of his 
recent exploration of the 
Massachusetts Game in 
Boston newspapers of 
1858-1860. Kyle DeCicco-
Carey asked about info on 
the game in New Bedford, 
mentioned that he had 
reviewed the New Bedford 
paper for the same years, 
and later added details. 
Craig Waff listed the 
games included in his 
games tabulation played 
under Massachusetts rules 
and suggested other 
Boston newspaper sources. 
Richard expressed the 
need to take care in 
assigning known games to 
a particular rule code, 
since the New York game 
and the pre-existing local 
town ball variant were also 
being played. Jonathan 
Sharkey noted that Craig’s 

list (sorry – ed.) indicated 
that games were played 
state-wide. Larry McCray 
offered the use of the 
mapping of Massachusetts 
Game rules that he has 
done previously. Jack 
Little and Gordon Hylton 
expressed interest in the 
maps. David Dyte picked 
up on Richard’s mention 
of an 1858 challenge which 
specified the rules to be 
played, making the point 
that rules were fluid until 
written down. 

 
account of proto base 

ball in Flatbush 
David Dyte posted an 1894 
recollection of play in 1837 
at Erasmus Hall Academy 
in Brooklyn.  Craig Waff 
noted that the item was 
the subject of earlier posts. 
Richard Hershberger sent 
an analysis of the item’s 
points of special interest, 
particularly on the matter 
of the development of the 
origin of the foul territory 
feature. 
 

BOOKS. 
Richard Hershberger sent 
a paragraph from Jay 
Martin’s new biography 
which, he felt, exemplifies 
the quality of the work. To 
requests from Jack Little 
and Priscilla Astifan for a 
complete review, Richard 
expanded his preliminary 
remarks on the book, and 
left open the possibility of 
sending a review at a later 
date, and later offered a 
lengthier analysis of two 
pages also considered 
exemplary.  Peter Mancuso 
expressed his limited 
expectations for the book’s 
usefulness.  Craig Waff, a 
former employee of the 
Columbia University Press, 
the publisher, offered 
insights on its editing and 



approval process. Richard 
thought that author 
Martin’s available online 
background suggests an 
otherwise respectable 
academic “dabbling” in an 
area he didn’t know. David 
Ball sent the book’s 
synopsis on the Barnes & 
Noble website, suggesting 
that its tone supports 
Richard’s characterization. 
Monica Nucciarone, fresh 
from writing her own well- 
received biography of the 
baseball pioneer, noted her 
puzzlement over several of 
the author's conclusions. 
Peter Mancuso opined that 
a casual reader perusing 
both books might emerge 
confused about the truth. 
In his final post, Fred Ivor-
Campbell listed a number 
of questionable points and 
agreed with Richard that 
the author simply seemed 
to be outside his area of 
expertise. John Thorn sent 
a lengthy response to 
Fred's points. 

ORIGINS 

THIS MONTH 
IN BASE BALL. 
 
Not enamored of the 

fly. 
 

It took the Knickerbockers 
and other supporters of 
the fly game, as opposed to 
the pre-1865 rule putting 
strikers out if their fair hit 
was caught on the first 
bound, several years to 
convince a majority of the 
members of the National 
Association of Base Ball 
Players that the fly game 
should be adopted. Among 
the opponents was the 
New York Sunday 
Mercury, probably editor 
and former player William 
Cauldwell, which ran the 

following commentaries 
on the subject in August, 
1859, shortly after the 
Knickerbocker Club played 
fly games against two 
clubs, the Excelsiors and 
the Empires. 
 

August 14, 1859 p. 5--- 
commentary in game 
account, Empire vs. 
Knickerbocker 
 
 “We must confess that we 
are not among the 
advocates of the ‘fly’ 
game—not that we have 
any prejudice against it, or 
would object to any change 
that is for the better ; but 
we feel unconvinced that, 
notwithstanding it did not 
seem to present many 
objectionable features in 
the two games between the 
Knickerbockers and the 
Excelsiors, it must tend, in 
the majority of cases, to 
prolong the game, render 
it tedious, and so lessen 
the interest which now 
attaches to a spirited and 
well-played game under 
the rules. As far as ‘science’ 
is concerned, there is as 
much of it, and sometimes 
a great deal more (so far as 
judging and measuring the 
ball may be concerned) in 
catching balls upon the 
bound as in catching them 
upon the fly ; and in both 
systems there can be seen 
undoubtedly just as much 
‘accident’ as ‘science’. 
However, it is not our 
intention now to further 
discuss this matter in these 
columns.. We however do 
recommend that whenever 
the ‘fly game’ is played, 
foul balls should come 
under the same rule as fair 
balls. If we are to have 
‘science,’ let us go the 

whole pig, and not have an 
‘‘alf and ‘alf’ affair.” 
 
August 21, 1859 p.5 -- 
commentary 
 
 "Whenever practicable, a 
good player will always 
take a ball on the fly, in 
preference to catching it 
on the bound, because of 
the uncertainty which 
always attends a bound, 
and because of the extra 
inducement, or reward, 
offered by the Rules. But it 
makes the game more 
hazardous, and therefore 
more interesting, to render 
a liable to be caught out 
either upon the fly or upon 
the bound. Leastwise, 
that’s our opinion.” 

ORIGINS 

NEW STAFF? 
 

The survey of the Origins 
Committee recently sent 
by Larry McCray included 
an opportunity to express 
an interest in contributing 
to the production of this 
newsletter.Follow-up since 
the survey has indicated 
that contributions may on 
occasion be sent by Martin 
Hoerchner, Tom Altherr-- 
who has sent items in 
previous issues-- , George 
Thompson, and Irv 
Goldfarb. Their additions 
would be welcome. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS. 

 
Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


