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AT 
CLEVELAND.

By Larry McCray, 
Chairperson, Origins 
Committee

The Origins Committee 
will hold its annual SABR 
Convention meeting on 
Friday, June 27, at 
8:30AM.

While the meeting will 
include a very brief 
summary of progress to 
date, it is not construed as 
a business meeting; our 
business is largely 
conducted electronically.
The session will introduce 
Origins Committee 
members who are leading 
our several initiatives, and 
will focus on research 
events of the current year 
as reported by some of our 
field's leading writers.  We 
will be handing out 
material relating to online 
and other research 
resources that members 
may find useful.  Andy 
McCue will also speak to 
us briefly about a new 
SABR initiative concerning
the Baseball Index that 
could use our input.

At the time of the 
Cleveland Convention, the 
Committee expects to have 
its initial website in 
operation, thanks to 
Frances Pyne.  It will 
include a selection of 
online and other Origins 

research aids, which Craig 
Waff is now putting 
together.  We will be 
asking for your reactions 
to these new features, and 
for your suggestions for 
making them more useful 
to Origins researchers.

If you have items that 
seem to warrant 
discussion at the meeting 
[keep in mind that fewer 
than 10% of our members 
will be present], please 
contact me in advance at 
Lmccray@mit.edu. If you 
have written material on a 
topic you are working on 
that you would like to 
distribute at the session, 
let me know.    

O

THE MONTH 
IN 19cBB.

Origins Committee 
members pursued several 
threads of interest on the 
19cBB yahoogroup during 
the month of May.

DISCOVERIES.

Early Ten-man Proposal. 
Richard Hershberger 
posted an 1866 note 
stating that a proposal to 
add a 10th man to the field 
players was made at the 
Pennsylvania state base 
ball convention of 1866. 
He concludes that it did 
not receive serious 
consideration.  Joseph 
Hylton posted a 
speculation on the posting 

of fielders intended, based 
on his experience in senior 
slow pitch softball.

Origin of the 9-man 
game? Richard 
Hershberger reviewed 
early Knickerbocker club 
books and determined that 
the Knicks seemed to settle 
on 9-man games for 
interclub matches in about 
1853, usually playing to 
that point with 7 to 10 on a 
side.  John Thorn re-
posted his lengthy note of 
August 27, 2003 
recounting the history of 
the issue. Scott Feisthumel 
inquired if, since clubs 
were known to start or 
finish games with fewer 
than nine, if there was a 
minimum number needed.

Ross, Van Horn, Horsman 
Baseballs 1855 forward. 
John Thorn posted a 1909 
reminiscence by pioneer 
player A.J. Reach which 
primarily concerns the 
premier ball makers of the 
1850s. Note that it is from 
a newly digitized source, 
the Sporting Life, on the 
http://www.la84foundatio
n.org/SportsLibrary/Sport
ingLife/1909/VOL_53_N
O_01/SL5301002.pdf. 
Digitization of SL 
continues. 

Playing ball; barn ball, 
base, and wicket; 1841. 
Kyle deCicco-Carey shared 
an 1841 Cleveland 
newspaper commentary 
about ball play in that city.
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Interesting Cricket 
Commentary. Priscilla 
Astifan posted the text of 
an 1859 commentary on 
the history and features of 
cricket, along with a 
request for an explanation 
of the earlier adoption of 
protective equipment in 
cricket than in baseball.
David Ball and Bob 
Tholkes sent explanations.
Priscilla posted a summary 
of and commentary on an 
1859 cricket/base ball 
event, and inquired about 
a possible connection 
between “defensive 
pitching here and former 
wicket experience.”

TANGENTS.

Richard Hershberger went 
on to compare the vagaries
of the “leg before wicket” 
call in cricket to the strike 
zone. Beth Hise supplied a 
primer on cricket history. 
A Late Appearance of 
Cincinnati Townball. 
David Ball posted a 
description of organized 
townball games held in 
Cincinnati in 1866 and 
reported in a 1917 issue of 
Baseball Magazine.
Richard Hershberger 
declared it the latest 
organized townball of 
which he is aware, and 
commented on its 
proximity in time and 
place to the advent of fully-
professional base ball.

INQUIRIES.

Annual Conventions. Scott
Feisthumel requested a 
source for lists of the clubs 
attending the early NABBP 
conventions. Craig Waff 
posted some lists, and 
Brock Helander and Rod 
Nelson posted sources for 
others.

OFFLIST.

The 1874 Tour. Normally 
topics as recent as 1874 are 
not considered “origins” 
fodder, but John 
Schiffert’s offline inquiry 
about British press 
coverage of the tour led to 
a renewal of the discussion 
about rounders and base 
ball in the Origins period 
in England by David Ball 
and Richard Hershberger. 
It was generally agreed 
that the universal 
comparison of American 
base ball to rounders at the 
time of the tour indicates 
that “base ball” was by 
then out of use and of 
antiquarian interest only, 
and speculation proceeded 
on the extent of base ball’s 
popularity on the island in 
the 18th and early 19th

century.  Richard pointed 
out that the evidence of 
base ball’s popularity is 
indirect only, but John felt 
that in an era of limited 
means of communication, 
the inclusion of base ball 
in Gutsmith’s book 
indicates that it was 
widespread. David urged 
caution in using Gutsmith 
as a basis for assumptions 
about the game in 
England. It was agreed 
that demographics 
unbalances the available 
evidence.  Richard cited 
early 19th century evidence 
that children of at least the 
working and gentry (all the 
way up to royalty) classes 
played, and adults 
occasionally.

O

THIS MONTH 
IN BASE BALL.

per the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle:

June 8, 1860
ATLANTIC OF BROOKLYN vs. 
UNION OF MORRISANIA.
The return match between 
these clubs was played at 
Bedford yesterday 
afternoon, and the result 
was another easy victory 
for the Atlantics. Only five 
innings on each side were 
played, as the tornado of 
dust that came up about 
four o’clock interrupted 
the proceedings, and the 
rain that followed shortly 
afterward, put an end to 
the play.    About 4,000 
people were collected on 
the grounds, and quite a 
bevy of the fair ladies of 
this city occupied the seats 
the Atlantics had gallantly 
provided for them.       
Admirable order was kept 
on the ground by the 
members of the Club, and 
but for the weather 
everything would have 
passed off pleasantly.   The 
score stood Atlantic 15, 
Union 4 .

June 17, 1865
“What are passed balls?”
A passed ball is one which 
passes the catcher, in any 
form, if it is within 
reasonable stopping 
distance, upon which a 
base is made. If a base is 
run from, and the player is 
forced to return again to 
that base, for fear of an 
out, then it is not a passed 
ball.  If the pitcher delivers 
a ball so wide that it 
cannot be reached, then it 
is not a passed ball, but a 
“no ball”. If he pitches it 
over the catcher’s head, 
the catcher is not to be 
held responsible, for a 
passed ball, but it becomes 
an “over pitch,” and the 
pitcher is to be credited 
with the poor play.
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