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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of October to 
pursue a number of topics 
of interest. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
Rebecca Gratz, 19th-

Centruy America, and 
Baseball 

John Thorn posted the link 
to a blog describing an 
1829 ball game in Phil-
adelphia. 
 
base ball cite, London 
Literary Gazette, 1827 
Richard Hershberger sent 
a passage describing the 
developmental merits of 
various games for girls, in-
cluding base ball; John 
Thorn, Richard, George 
Thompson, and Deb Shat-
tuck contributed to a dis-
cussion of its meaning for 
the prevalence of base ball 
as a girls' sport at the time 
in England and the United 
States. David Block, in re-
sponse to Richard's aside 
about the item's contribu-
tion to the existing body of 
evidence concerning the 
relationship of rounders to  
English base ball, sent an 
essay summarizing his 
viewpoint, with responses 
concerning that evidence 
by Richard, David Ball, 
and Deb, who followed up 

with two of the few cita-
tions concerning play by 
schoolgirls in the pre-Civil 
War era. 

 
pastime of despots? 

Bob Tholkes posted from 
an 1856 article a note that 
"base ball" was among the 
"favorite old games" of 
Ferdinand II, the "scoun-
drel king of Naples", and 
his cronies. Transplanting 
the 19th-century sovereign 
to 15th-century Iberia, 
John Thorn postulated 
that Ferdinand and Isa-
bella undoubtedly sent the 
game to America with Co-
lumbus, giving them as 
least as good a claim to the 
invention of the game as A. 
Doubleday. Providing a 
thumbnail biography of 
the Neapolitan nasty, Ge-
orge Thompson expressed 
his outrage at the sport's 
identification with the ty-
rant. David Ball cautioned 
against overlooking a pos-
sible error in translation.  

 
ball play in New 
Orleans, 1849 

Richard Hershberger sent 
a note about police in The 
Big Easy breaking up ball 
play by gentlemen in La-
fayette Square, as it was 
disturbing citizens pursu-
ing more dignified activi-
ties. Peter Mancuso noted 
the number of accounts in 
different cities of the game 
being regarded as a public 
nuisance. David Block bal-
anced Richard's account 
with an 1841 New Orleans 

note recommending the 
game as healthful exercise. 
 

SOURCES 
 

Baseball Portrait from 
the 18th Century? 

John Thorn sent a link to a 
site showing a painting, 
presumably from the 18th 
century, of two boys hold-
ing a ball and bats. The 
link is http://www.  only 
agame.org/2010/10/satur
day-october-23-2010/. 
The site includes a dis-
cussion of the painting. 

 
article on "Baseball as 

Civilization" 
David Ball noted an article 
in the Summer, 2010 issue 
of the journal of the 
American Numismatic So-
ciety which contains some 
worthwhile reproductions 
of pre-Civil War base ball 
images. It is not online. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

BALL GAMES NEAR 
PITTSBURGH IN THE 

1840s AND 1850s 
 

Henry Wallace, editor of 
Wallaces' Farmer 1895-
1916, reminisced about his 
childhood school play in 
West Newton, Pennsyl-
vania near Pittsburgh in 
the 1840s: "There was an 



intermission of an hour at 
noon, when we played 
town-ball, baseball, and 
three-cornered cat." When 
Wallace went off to college 
at Jefferson College at 
Canonsburg in the mid-
1850s, he apparently miss-
ed his ball play. He re-
marked about the absence: 
"There were few amuse-
ments as an outlet for the 
pent-up energies of stu-
dents: no baseball, no foot-
ball, no tennis, no gym-
nasium." Henry Wallace, 
Uncle Henry's Own Story 
of His Life (Des Moines, 
IA: Wallace Publishing 
Company, 1917), pp. 31 
and 94. 
 

PHILADELPHIA 
ACADEMY 

RESTRICTIONS ON BALL 
PLAY IN 1761 

In 1761, the Philadel-phia 
Academy enacted a set of 
rules that prohibited ball 
play: "[No student] may 
l...play Ball or use any kind 
of Diversion within the 
Walls of the Building; nor 
shall they in the Presence 
of the Tutors, Professors or 
Ttrustees, play Ball....in 
the College Yard or in the 
Streets adjacent." 
Another rule addressed the 
prospect of damages: "{No 
student] shall play Ball 
against the Glass Wind-
ows, or any part of the 
Building where the Wind-
ow Shutters are open...." A 
fine of up to four pence or 
some other punishment 
could result. The ball 
games may have been fives 
or a similar handball 
game, but the nonspecific 
rules leave open the possi-
bility of a bat and ball 
game. Rules reprinted in 
James Mulhern, A History 
of Secondary Education in 
Pennsyl-vania (Philadel-

phia: private printing, 
1933), 212-213. 

 
NOTED 

PHILADELPHIA 
SURGEON RECALLS 

BOYHOOD BALL 
PLAY 

Samuel Gross, who be-
came a renowned surgeon 
immortalized in Thomas 
Eakins's famous painting, 
"The Gross Clinic," rel-
ished ball play as a youth 
in the Easton, PA area in 
the 1810s. "Ball was the 
common amusement be-
fore the opening of the 
morning exercises," he 
wrote in his autobio-
graphy, "and also during 
the midday recess. It was a 
sport of which I was al-
ways very fond, and I 
therefore left home at an 
early hour in the morning 
to indulge in it before the 
ringing of the bell." Sam-
uel D. Gross, Autobio-
graphy of Samuel D. 
Gross, M.D., 2 volumes 
(Philadelphia: George Bar-
rie, Publisher, 1887), vol. 1, 
p. 5 

 
BALL GAME(S) IN 

FORT WAYNE, 
INDIANA IN 1858 

Jeremiah Hubbard was a 
teacher who started his 
career in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana about 1858.  In his 
autobiography, he wrote 
that the games they played 
were "base," "black man," 
and "town ball."  Base may 
have been a type of base 
ball or prisoner's base.  
Black man was a type of 
tag game.  And, of course, 
town ball was a well-
known type of baseball- 
game. Hubbard indulged 
in the play right along with 
his charges. "I enjoyed the 

fun of playing as much as 
any of the scholars," he 
remarked, "I thought it 
was my duty to play with 
the pupils so that I might 
have and oversight among 
them." Jeremiah Hubbard, 
A Teacher's Ups and 
Downs from 1858 to 1879 
(Richmond, IN: Palladium 
Steam Printing House, 
1879), p. 1 

 
originals 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 SENT TO Originals. 

 
Larry McCray writes, 
Rod Nelson posted the 
following on SABR ori-
gins@yahoogroups.com 
This project certainly 
holds great promise for 
Baseball Origins research-
ers... 
http://blog.eogn.com/east
mans_online_genealogy/2
010/10/proquest-to-place-
all-european-books-from-
1475-and-1700-
online.html 

 
Dorothy Mills Seymour 
writes, 
The October newsletter 
reminded me how im-
pressed I was in Atlanta on 
examining the map show-
ing the New York spread of 
baseball. It gives me a 
much different impression 
of the early spread of the 
game than I originally had. 
Congratulations on this 
work, Gregory! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Send correspondence 
to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes @msn.com. 


