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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

by John McMurray

In early  1961, nearly  44 years after  the event, Al 
Laney  recalled Ernie Shore’s unique pitching 
achievement against the Washington Senators 
with  a memorable opening line in the New  York 
Herald Tribune: “On a  Saturday  in the summer 
of 1917  at Fenway  Park in Boston,  a tall, slim 
handsome young man settled down on the end of 
the Red Sox bench  prepared for  a long afternoon 
of idleness. A double header with  Washington 
was on but it was not Shore’s turn to pitch.”
The events to follow have taken on the force of 
baseball legend. Boston starting pitcher Babe 
Ruth became agitated after walking Ray  Morgan, 
Washington’s leadoff hitter; Ruth then 
confronted umpire Brick Owens about balls and 
strikes, suffering a  swift  ejection; Shore entered 
the game; and, after Morgan was caught stealing 
on the first  pitch, Shore retired the next 26 
batters consecutively, resulting in what would, 
for many years, be considered a perfect game.
The Shore game is likely  the most remembered 
baseball event of 1917. Its only  plausible 
challenger for  the most remarkable moment of 
the season is the Red-Cubs double no-hit  game 

IN MEMORIAM:
DR. GAIL S. ROWE, 1936-2016

Only  days after the November 2016  issue of The 
Inside Game was disseminated to the 
membership, newsletter  staff was saddened to 
learn of the death  of our former colleague Gail 
Rowe.  Gail passed away  after  a  brief illness on 
November 13, 2016. He was 79.
For  more than five years beginning in  April 
2010,  Gail served as book review section editor, 
bringing the exacting  standards of a  life spent  in 
academia to our  pages. The high regard and 
reader popularity  that the section now enjoys are 
due in no small measure to the time and 
attention that Gail devoted to our book reviews. 
Although appreciative of his contributions to The 
Inside Game, we on staff often wondered how he 
found the time, as the life of Gail Rowe – 
historian, athlete, educator, novelist, Western 
painter, and family  man – was a full one. To give 
some sense of the true Renaissance man once in 
our midst, we borrow biographical detail from 
the Gail Rowe memorial posted by  the Stoddard 
Funeral Home and his obituary  in the Greeley 
(Colorado) Tribune.
Gail S. Rowe was a native Californian, and a 
three-sport  letterman at Mariposa  County  High 
School.  Following his graduation in 1955,  he 

continued on page 32
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matriculated to Fresno State University  on an 
athletic scholarship. While in college,  he married 
his high school sweetheart Mary  Jordan, and 
they  later had two children: Jennifer and Justin. 
Following graduation from Fresno State, Gail 
earned his Master’s and doctorate degrees in 
American History  from Stanford. He then 
embarked upon a distinguished 33-year  teaching 
career at  the University  of Northern Colorado. 
An authority  on pre-Revolutionary  War America, 
Dr. Rowe was a demanding  but understanding 
educator,  and his courses – including one on the 
history  of baseball – were highly  popular with 
UNC students. His scholarship, moreover, was 
reflected by  numerous honors, including 
Distinguished Scholar, Teaching Excellence, and 
History Professor of the Year awards.
Following his retirement from college teaching, 
Gail authored novels and non-fiction works and 
exhibited the Western landscapes that  he 
painted. He also generously  donated his time to 
var ious c iv ic , h is tor ica l ,  and cu l tura l 
organizations, including SABR. In  addition to his 
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tenure as newsletter book review section  editor, 
Gail chaired the Seymour Medal Committee from 
2000 to 2003.
Although his passing was untimely,  family  and 
friends may  take consolation  in the fact  that the 
life of Dr. Gail S. Rowe was a full one, well-lived.
 Bill Lamb, Newsletter Editor
In becoming the first book review  editor  of The 
Inside Game, Dr. Gail Rowe made an impact on 
the Deadball  Era Committee which will be long 
remembered. Today, the book reviews are one of 
our publication’s most popular  features. This is 
due to Gail’s astute eye combined with his 
learned approach, both of which  elevated the 
reviews we included.  His dedication extended to 
b e c o m i n g c h a i r  o f t h e R i t t e r  A w a r d 
subcommittee, where he provided clear direction 
and reasoned arguments, including about 
whether particular books merited consideration.
Gail worked behind the scenes, corresponding 
with  SABR members whom  he most likely  never 
met in person.  He applied the same logical 
approach to all of the reviews he edited, making 
sure that the writers expressed their ideas clearly 
while insisting that any  critiques of books be 
based upon supportable claims. Less tangibly, 
his careful and close work with writers elevated 
the overall writing quality  of the reviews and, 
with it, the quality of The Inside Game itself.
Committee members who worked with Gail 
uniformly  cite his scholarly  approach and fair 
hand in editing. Gail’s dedication to his editorial 
work and to the Ritter  Committee selection 
process was a gift to the Committee.
 John McMurray, DEC Chairman
Gail Rowe was a modern day  Renaissance Man; a 
teacher, a scholar, an author and an artist. I first 
encountered Dr. Rowe more than 40 years ago, 
when I was an undergraduate student at the 
University  of Northern Colorado and he was a 
popular  professor, a prolific writer, a  scholarly 
researcher, and a leading authority  on Colonial 
and American Revolution history. I completed 
several classes taught by  Dr. Rowe, and was 
inspired to add a  second major  in history. In his 
classes, he required scholarly  attention to detail 

and required unflagging accuracy. In my 
experience he dismissed class early  just once, 
that time so that his students could get home in 
time to watch a Yankees-Red Sox playoff 
matchup – the Bucky Dent game.
We went our separate ways and didn’t reconnect 
again until after  Dr. Rowe had retired after more 
than three decades at UNC, where he was named 
professor  of the year multiple times and taught 
one of the school’s most popular courses, a 
history  of baseball class he developed. In 
retirement, he published mystery  fiction baseball 
novels and produced award winning oil 
paintings,  served as the Deadball Committee’s 
book editor and the chair  of the Larry  Ritter 
Award Committee.
It  was my  good fortune to connect with Dr. Rowe 
again on the Ritter  Committee,  where he served 
as leader, a  mentor and a  champion for integrity 
and fairness. He was a true gentleman and he 
will be missed.
 Doug Skipper, Ritter Award Committee Chairman

WOULD PAY MATTY FOR SIXTY GAMES
  

Arlie Latham would pay  Pitcher Christy 
Mathewson $100,000 to pitch  60 games this 
year  and cop the flag. He believes Mathewson 
could win 60 per  cent  of his contests and the 
money  would compensate him for  putting his 
arm on the bummer.

The Toledo News-Bee, Mar 10, 1911

WALTER FRAMBES BUYS HIS RELEASE
  

YORK, PA—Catcher Walter Frambes has 
bought his release from the York Tri-State 
team by  a payment of $300 to the York 
Athletic Association. He was accepted by 
Manager Reisling from  Altoona in  exchange 
for Edmondson and Zollers. He is at present 
playing in a western  outlaw league, and 
refuses to come to this city. He can  now play 
anywhere.

Trenton True American, May 4, 1909
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A UNIQUE DEADBALL ERA GAME
by John Zinn

Last spring, Sophie, our four-year-old 
granddaughter, was regaling us with the story  of 
how her parents bought her  three books at a 
local bookstore. Demonstrating  she heard the 
message which accompanied the purchase, she 
observed "That's a  lot of books." How many 
books constitute "a lot" may  be debatable, but 
there is no question there are "a lot" of baseball 
games in  a major league season. In 2016, 30 
major  league teams played some 2,430 regular 
season games, assuming every  scheduled game 
was played. Even back in the days of 16 teams 
there still over 1,200 games played in the course 
of the 154-game schedule. Given that number  of 
games, there has to be something special about 
any  one game to make it stand out,  especially 
decades later. Usually  that means games which 
were crucial in the pennant race or involved 
record-setting performances like no-hitters and 
perfect games. It  was interesting, therefore, that 
in  looking through the Spalding Guide for 1918 I 
found an entire page devoted to a game played 
eight years earlier in August 1910. Not  only  did 
the game between the Pittsburgh  Pirates and the 
Brooklyn Superbas (as they  were called then) not 
factor in the pennant race or  see a  record setting 
performance, there was no winner  or  loser. 
Rather the game, which was played as the second 
half of a doubleheader, ended as an 8-8 tie called 
on account of darkness, an all-too-frequent 
occurrence in the days before ballpark lights.
What made this Pittsburgh-Brooklyn game so 
special? In the right hand column is the box 
score as it appeared the next day  in the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle.  That box score reflects what made 
the game unique, but because Eagle box scores 
included more information than most, the 
answer is somewhat obscure. But it is in there.

Brooklyn Daily Eagle – August 14, 1910

The next box score from  the Pittsburgh Press 
gives a  clearer picture of the answer, but one 
difference from  what appeared in the Spalding 
Guide still hides to some degree the unique 
feature of this otherwise insignificant game.

“KNUCKLE BALL” ARTIST
FAILS TO CONVINCE

  

Manager Griffith, of the Washington club, 
says he has one of the greatest “finds”  of the 
season in the person of young Hopper, the 
“knuckle ball” artist.  In a recent  game against 
Georgetown, Hopper  did not come up to the 
expectations of the crowd that witnessed the 
game.  The “knuckle ball”  expert showed great 
speed,  but lacked the necessary  control to 
warrant him being classed with such  pitchers 
as Mathewson, Johnson, Bender and others.

(Philadelphia) Evening Public Ledger, April 8, 1915

The Boston Americans spent $4,000 for 
baseballs last year, twice as much as any 
other club paid for  cork centers. President 
McAleer  has hired a  corps of sleuths to trail 
foul balls over  the grand stand and fences this 
season.

The Pittsburgh Press, April 2, 1912
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Pittsburgh Press - August 14, 1910

Finally, there is the box score from the 
Pittsburgh Post which hopefully  shows why  this 
was a game worth remembering, even though 
there was no winner or  loser. According to 
this box score, not only did the two teams 
tally the same number of runs, they also 
had the same number of at-bats, hits, 
assists, and errors.

Pittsburgh Post - August 14, 1910

ISSUED WARNING
  

NATIONAL COMMISSION RESTORES 
W. G. DELL—MEN MUST REPORT

FOR REASONABLE SALARY
  

C I N C I N N A T I — T h e n a t i o n a l b a s e b a l l 
commission yesterday  restored to good 
standing W. G. Dell of the St.  Louis National 
League club who failed to report for the 
season of 1911  as he was dissatisfied with the 
salary offered him.
The commission issued a  warning that 
hereafter players who are offered a 
reasonable salary  by  a major  league club for 
their first season will be fined if they  refuse to 
report to duty.

Youngstown Vindicator, April 2, 1912
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Interestingly  the box score which appeared in the 
Spalding Guide is slightly  different from the 
above, reporting each team  with one less assist, 
but  still  with an equal number. In addition, the 
account in the Guide also mentioned that each 
team used 10 players, including two pitchers, 
who had the same number  of strikeouts, walks, 
passed balls,  and hit-batsmen. Somewhat 
surprisingly,  at least to me, none of the three 
newspapers seems to have picked up on the 
statistical oddity, either in their  game accounts 
or during the next few days. But someone must 
have been paying attention, even if it was years 
later. Otherwise, this quite unique game, in spite 
of there being no result, would have been lost to 
history.

Spalding Guide – 1918

The article originally appeared in baseball 
historian John Zinn’s blog, A Manly Pastime.

NEW DEADBALL ERA 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Inside Game is pleased to welcome to the 
committee the following SABR members who 
have expressed interest in the Deadball Era: 

John Blackburn
Jason Constantine

David Doeling
Blane Ferguson

Brian Frank
Judson Hamlin

Joel Martin
Scott Matteson

Nick Pascal
Mark Trexler

We look forward to their active participation in 
committee endeavors. These new committee 
members, as well as our  newsletter contributors, 
can be contacted via the SABR directory.

GAMES AND BIOPROJECT
The winter months saw a revival of activity. 
Newly  published Games Project entries of 
interest to Deadballers include pieces on the 
first  no-hitter thrown at Crosley  Field; a 16-
strikeout performance by  Rube Waddell; a 
1914 World Tour game between the Giants 
and the White Sox; Braggo Roth’s walk-off 
inside-the-park homer; and pitcher Ray 
Caldwell being struck by  lightning during a 
1919 game. Meanwhile, the BioProject posted 
profiles of Deadball Era players Pat Hynes, 
Big Jeff Pfeffer, Kid Mohler,  and Eli Cates. As 
always, we urge you to check out these stories 
if you have not already done so.

According to the new  ruling of the rules 
committee if pitchers wet the ball in  an 
ostentatious manner  when about to deliver 
the spit ball, for instance, with the ball about 
a foot away  from  the mouth in one hand, the 
umpires are instructed to call a balk. The balk 
will not be called unless there is someone on 
base.

The Washington (D.C.) Times, April 17, 1905



Page 7 - The Inside Game - Vol. XVII, No. 1

JOE BUSH’S TRAGIC
1913 OFF-SEASON

by Phil Williams

On Wednesday  evening,  November 26, 1913,  at 
approximately  7:30 p.m., Louis Miller started to 
walk across Front Street in Brainerd,  Minnesota. 
Miller was a 72-year-old widower, originally 
from West Virginia,  who had fought for  the 
Confederacy  during the Civil War. He was 
employed by  the Northern Pacific Railroad as a 
flagman on its nearby  8th Street (or  Broadway) 
crossing.
A car  turned off 8th, headed west onto Front, its 
lights on. Seeing  Miller,  the driver honked his 
horn and slowed down. Miller stepped back. The 
car accelerated. Miller  again started forward.  The 
car  struck the elderly  man, not completely 
running him over, but  dragging him  12-15 feet. 
Miller made no sound. The impact broke his 
neck and fractured his skull.  Two hours later, he 
was dead.1

The driver, Leslie (Joe) Bush, was Brainerd’s 
favorite son.  A day  later, on Thanksgiving, he 
would turn 21  years old. Less than two months 
earlier, he had pitched the Philadelphia Athletics 
to victory  over the New York Giants in Game 
Three of the 1913  World Series. “Bullet Joe” 
remains the youngest pitcher  in baseball history 
to twirl a post-season complete game. It was a 
fitting climax to an unexpectedly  fine rookie 
season. At  the onset of the campaign, the 
already-rebuilding Athletics had lost  staff 
workhorse Jack Coombs to injury.  Connie Mack 
consequently  moved a  handful of under-25 
pitchers in and out of the rotation to supplement 
Eddie Plank and Chief Bender. Of these 
youngsters, Mack felt Bush possessed the most 
composure,  and told him before the World Series 
began that he would start the third game.2

After vanquishing the Giants in five games, the 
Athletics pocketed winner shares of $3,243.94, 
plus a bonus of more than a $1,000 per player 
from the team’s management.3 Nine Athletics 
purchased automobiles with this new-found 
wealth.4 In  Bush’s case, some reports suggested 

Philadelphia fans bought the “big touring car”  for 
their  young hero.5 Bush had the “gasoline-
spitter”  shipped to Brainerd.6 Then, on October 
20, he arrived back home on a  Northern Pacific 
train. Thousands greeted him at  the station, 
bands played,  and a caravan of forty  cars led the 
young man to his parents’ home for  an afternoon 
dinner. The entire community  then emptied out 
of their  workplaces for  a  parade. That evening, 
Brainerd’s “eminent men” feted Bush  at a 
banquet in  his honor. Afterwards, the pitcher 
“tried to dance with every pretty girl in the city.”7

Bush returned to Philadelphia for that city’s 
celebration of the World Champions on October 
29.8 Considered “the vocalist and comedian of 
the Athletics,”  Bush considered entering into 
vaudeville that winter  with his batterymate, 
catcher  Wally  Schang.9 But the theatrical 
promoter they  hoped to work with “gave the 
young men a lot of fatherly  advice.” They  likely 
only  “had a short career before them in 
vaudeville,”  he suggested,  therefore they  would 
be wiser  to focus their “efforts to the diamond” 
and avoid “the temptations of the theatrical life.” 
Bush returned home to Minnesota.10 Leading up 
to Thanksgiving, he spent time upstate hunting 
with friends.11

On the fateful night, it  is unclear where any  of 
the parties were headed. One report stated the 
collision occurred “near  the Roth saloon on 
Front Street.”12 This location was slightly 
southwest  of the crossing where Miller worked 
which, in turn, was slightly  southwest of the 913 
Main Street home he shared with  his two 
daughters in  the 1910 census.13 It  would seem, 
then, that Miller  was off-duty. Bush was 
travelling with “three young men,”  possibly  the 
same companions he was scheduled to sing with 
“in a quartet at the Brainerd high school football 
team benefit Friday  evening.”14 His parents’ 
house lay  due north seven blocks, suggesting the 
group was headed someplace else. Subsequent 
newspaper accounts made no reference to either 
Miller or Bush drinking that evening.
After the collision, the “bloody  and unconscious” 
Miller  was carried into the saloon.15 J. A. 
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Thabes, a local doctor, was summoned. John 
Bush, Leslie’s father, also quickly  arrived and 
assisted in the transport of Miller to the hospital, 
where he soon expired.16 Like Miller, the elder 
Bush was a railroad man: a conductor  for 
Brainerd’s other line, the Minnesota and 
International.17 As the 1910 census showed 16-
year-old Leslie working as a railroad laborer, he 
too might have landed in this profession, but for 
his fastball.18

Accounts vary  as to when the young man 
reported to the local police to give himself up: 
whether  it was before or after his visit to the 
hospital.19 Brainerd newspapers reported that a 
firsthand witness believed that Bush had been 
driving cautiously, and that Dr. Thabes 
c o n s i d e r e d “ t h e a c c i d e n t a b s o l u t e l y 
unavoidable.”20 Bush was not arrested.21 A 
coroner’s inquest was announced for Friday. 
Until then, a somber Thanksgiving awaited Bush. 
The celebrations of the month  before must have 
seemed very distant.
The coroner’s inquest moved quickly. Bush  made 
a statement, claiming the tragedy  was “purely 
accidental.”22 Thabes and another physician 
were interviewed, as were Bush’s travelling 
companions. The six members of the jury 
conferred for  ten minutes, then returned a 
verdict stating  that Miller’s “death was 
unavoidable and purely  accidental and no blame 
is placed upon said Leslie Bush.”23 The next day, 
under  the auspices of local Grand Army  of the 
Republic posts, Miller was laid to rest.
“The automobile in the 1910s was not yet 
considered an essential mode of transportation, 
and it  was their  speeding that  confused 
pedestrians,”  one historian notes. Concepts such 
as “stop signs, warning signs, traffic lights, traffic 
cops, driver’s education, lane lines, street 
lighting, brake lights, driver’s licenses or posted 
speed limits” were either non-existent or in their 
earliest, most limited infancy.24 Jaywalking 
regulations were also unknown in  1913.25 

Automobiles in this era  were, when adjusted for 
inflation, more expensive for  the American 

consumer than they  have been in any  period 
since.26

Litt le wonder, then, that Philadelphia 
sportswriter William Weart, when reporting 
Bush’s tragic offseason, considered automobiles 
dangerous “toys” likely  to “detract from the 
playing ability”  of ballplayers. “It  will be recalled 
that after  the World’s Series of 1910 and 1911  the 
Athletics went in  strong for  automobiles,”  Weart 
suggested, “some of them thought more of auto 
riding than they  did of playing base ball,  and 
Boston walked away  with the bunting in 1912.” 
But “the Red Sox, in  turn, were afflicted with  too 
much prosperity” during the 1913 season. Bush’s 
off-season,  and the fleet  of new automobiles 

Joe Bush
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purchased by  other young Athletics,  did not bode 
well for the next season.27

Despite their  prosperity, Philadelphia captured 
the 1914 pennant, although Boston  swept them 
in  the World Series.  Bush was now at the core of 
the rotation, and remained so as the great 
Athletics team broke down over  the next few 
campaigns.
Early  in the 1916 season, Charles Miller, son of 
the late flagman and administrator of his estate, 
brought a civil case against Bush seeking $7,500 
in  damages. The pitcher  was present as the trial 
of the case opened in the Crow Wing County 
District  Court in Brainerd on Thursday, June 8. 
The case went to the jury  late that Friday, and 
Bush promptly  left for  Cleveland,  where the 
Athletics were in the midst of a  three-week road 
trip. The jury voted 7-5 in Bush’s favor.28

Miller apparently  appealed, for  a re-trial of the 
case opened in the same court on Monday, 
November  13. On Tuesday  afternoon, at 5 p.m., 
the matter was handed to the jury. “They  first 
had their supper, smoked a while and then 
quickly  arrived at  their decision.” Their 
seemingly  unanimous verdict was in Bush’s 
favor, with  “not even a dollar”  awarded to Miller 
to offset the costs of his case.29

With this ruling, the tragic incident of November 
26, 1913, faded into obscurity. The court records 
of the 1916 civil cases seem lost to time.30 But an 
addendum of sorts came a year later.
Chief Bender, like Bush, came from the Brainerd 
area. But at a very  young age,  his parents moved 

hours away  to the White Earth  Reservation in 
northwest Minnesota. After leaving  the Athletics 
and pitching for  Baltimore in the Federal League 
in  1915,  the Phillies purchased him. On Saturday 
night, February  17, 1917, Bender was driving 
home from a New Jersey  clay  pigeon shoot.  At 
the corner of Broad and Poplar  in Philadelphia, 
“Bender’s machine crashed into [John J.] Curran 
as the latter was crossing the street, and knocked 
him  into a telegraph pole.” Curran died hours 
later. Bender was soon exonerated by  a  coroner’s 
jury.31

Phil Williams of Oreland, Pennsylvania is a 
regular newsletter contributor.
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WANTS FOUR STRIKES
  

CONNIE MACK WOULD GIVE CHANCE
FOR MORE HITTING

  

Connie Mack, manager  of the Philadelphia 
Athletics,  would like to see a little more 
hitting,  and he thinks the best way  to bring it 
about would be to give the batsman four 
chances to hit  the ball in place of three. Four 
and four, Mack holds, would be more 
effective in placing the batsmen on an  equal 
footing with the pitcher than any  other 
change that could safely  be made, unless it be 
to abandon the rule which calls a strike on a 
batsman for  fouling the ball.  To make both of 
these changes would, in the opinion of the 
Athletics’ leader, surely result in more hitting.
The foul strike rule was adopted for the 
purpose of stopping the practice of fouling off 
good balls for  the purpose of getting to first 
on called balls. Such batsmen as Mike Kelly 
early  in  the game and later  Roy  Thomas and a 
few  others became so adept at  this style that 
they  could get a  “walk” on almost any  pitcher 
at will, and while other less expert batsmen 
who tried the same dodge frequently  came to 
grief the effect was demoralizing on a high-
strung pitcher in a close game, and the rule 
makers decided that the practice should be 
stopped.

Norwich Bulletin, August 12, 1910

29  For this second civil case, see “Jury Finds for Joe 
Bullet Bush,” Brainerd Dispatch, November 15, 
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Press, November 15, 1916, 7.

30 The author attempted to obtain records of the 
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able to find the records.

31  For this incident, see “Curran Killed by Auto 
driven by Chief Bender,” (Wilkes-Barre) Evening 
News, February 19, 1917, 7; “’Chief’ Bender Held 
for Motor Fatality,” Philadelphia Evening Public 
Ledger, February 19, 1917, 1; “Bender Held for 
Coroner Harry Davis Surety for Pitcher Whose 
Auto Killed Man,” Philadelphia Inquirer, 
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Bender,” Philadelphia Inquirer, February 27, 
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BEYOND THE BALLPARK: 
THE HONORABLE, 

IMMORAL, AND 
ECCENTRIC LIVES OF 
BASEBALL LEGENDS

By John A. Wood

2016. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield

[ISBN:  978-1442258662. 408 
pages.  Hardcover]

Reviewed by 
Terrie Dopp Aamodt

Terrie.Aamodt@wallawalla.edu

One of the delights of baseball 
history  is the large tent pitched 
over its practitioners. While it 
is almost impossible to resist 
indulging in  the rich realm 
o f b a s e b a l l s t a t i s t i c s , 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r  o t h e r 
approaches abound. In Beyond 
the Ballpark: The Honorable, 
Immoral, and Eccentric Lives 
of Baseball Legends, John A. 
Wood turns his researcher’s 
lens on a qualitative project: an 
examination of the character of 

difficult  characters (Mixed 
Bags),  lovable, colorful rogues 
(Eccentrics), and tragic figures 
(Sad Cases).  He explores the 
complexities of their  lives in 
five to six page biographical 
vignettes.
This encyclopedia of virtue and 
m o r a l f a i l i n g s p r o v i d e s 
glimpses of the game, but  the 
ballfield is never the primary 
focus. Wood breathes life into 
seventeen Good Guys,  some 
known almost entirely  because 
of their stats: Nap Lajoie, 
Three-Finger Brown, and the 
better-known but elusive 
Christy  Mathewson and Hank 
Greenberg . Lest i t  seem 
difficult  to make good guys 
interesting, Wood gives us 
characters such  as Dazzy  Vance 
and George Sisler. Vance, the 
first  Dodger  elected to the Hall 
of Fame and long the premier 
pitcher  in the National League, 
was “a perfect fit  for  the 
Daffiness Boys,” (76) achieving 
a kind of goofy  immortality  for 
once sharing third base with 
Babe Herman and another 
teammate during a  spectacular 
episode of bad base running. In 
retirement  he became one of 
baseball’s great storytellers, 
continuing to be “a very 
likeable guy.”  Sisler, a rare 
player who refused to smoke, 
drink, or swear,  and carried on 
a rich intellectual life beyond 
baseball, receives a layer  of 
nuance when we learn that he 
occasionally  gave in to “anger 
issues,” (81) once punching an 
umpire . A ser ious s inus 
condition nearly  ruined his 
career and left him  squinting 
for the rest  of his life. It took 

some of the game’s most 
legendary superstars.
A professor  of Christian ethics 
at Baylor University  for many 
years,  Wood considered 47 
p l a y e r s , m a n y  f r o m  t h e 
Deadball Era and all whose 
best  playing years came before 
1960. All have been elected to 
the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame, and the author  has 
visited all of their gravesites. 
Doing this, Wood said, enables 
him  to “own a millisecond of a 
hero’s life … I feel that in some 
small way  I can communicate 
with  them.” Why  did he go to 
the trouble of writing their 
lives? It  was “not to extol the 
merits of [their] amazing on-
the-field accomplishments” but 
to examine their character, 
their humanity, their “moral 
compass,” their empathic 
potential. “How these baseball 
stars treated kids,”  Wood said 
in  his introduction,  “is usually 
an important  element in 
determining character”  (xvi-
xvii).
Wood does not address com-
prehensively  whether  the 
character of these players 
a f f e c t e d t h e i r  o n - f i e l d 
performance, (although in the 
case of Grover  Cleveland 
A l e x a n d e r , f o r e x a m p l e , 
alcohol obviously  devastated 
his career).  Rather,  says Wood, 
“We study  other people to 
understand ourselves.” Wood 
sought to be as “fair  and 
accurate as possible” while 
looking “at  each player through 
sympathetic eyes” (xvii). Thus, 
there are no pure villains in 
this collection; there are 
genuine heroes (Good Guys), 
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more than 80 years for Ichiro 
Suzuki to break his durable 
record of 257  hits in a single 
season. Although Bill James 
thought  Sisler  was overrated, 
Wood and others insist his 
flight under  the historical radar 
never gave him his due.
Wood adds nuance to the 
l e g e n d s o f M i x e d B a g 
c h a r a c t e r s s u c h a s J o e 
DiMaggio and Mickey  Mantle. 
We discover  layers of sympathy 
in the difficult  story  of Ty 
Cobb, whose violent behavior 
w a s l i k e l y  f u e l e d b y 
hyperactivity  and perhaps 
bipolar disorder.  When Ty  was 
19 his father, sneaking up a 
ladder to his mother’s bedroom 
in  hopes of catching her  in an 
extramarital affair, was shot 
and killed by  his spouse, who 
mistook him for a burglar. She 
was acquitted of murder; Ty 
suffered a  nervous breakdown. 
His driven perfectionism  led 
him  to excel on the ballfield 
and amass millions of dollars 
in  his retirement, but he was “a 
poor  husband,  a difficult 
father, and an unsuccessful 
and hated manager” (138). Yet 
he set up a  college scholarship 
fund that has distributed over 
$13 million to date. Wood 
asserted that Ken Burns 
demonized Cobb, largely  for 
his racist attitudes, and points 
out that later in life Cobb 
accepted integration and 
praised black players. His 
family, still uneasy  with him at 
his death, refused to invite any 
of his friends to his private 
interment. His daughter  said 
h e h a d l i v e d a “ w a s t e d 
life”  (142). A  partner in misery 

frenzies.  Gomez starred for the 
Yankees in the 1930s, but just 
as Cobb was undone by  the 
death  of his father, Gomez 
deeply  grieved his mother’s 
death in 1937. His fraught 
emotions led him  into a 
romantic scandal that would 
have destroyed his marriage 
had not  h is f r iend Jack 
Dempsey  invited the estranged 
couple to his house, locked the 
doors, and forced them to 
speak to each other until they 
were reconciled. This episode 
is a rare moment when Wood 
describes the role of a mother 
in  a  player’s life. While he 
f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n s t h e 
players’ fathers, their  mothers 
(other  than the hideously 
domineering Christina Gehrig 
a n d t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 
tenacious Mallie Robinson, 
mother of Jackie) seldom 
appear. Wood’s Sad Cases 
provide some of the sorriest 
stories in sports. The unlucky 
trio of Tinker,  Evers, and 
Chance were as unfortunate off 
the field as they  were deft on 
the Cubs’ infield.  Frank Chance 
was particularly  ill-starred, 
suffering so many  beanings 
that he experienced constant 
headaches throughout his adult 
life and died at 46. Tinker and 

off the ballfield was Lefty 
Grove, perhaps the greatest 
left-hander ever. He was 
difficult to know, flashed a 
h o t  t e m p e r , a n d h a d a 
mean streak. He carried on an 
affair that led to his divorce, 
and both he and his ex-
wife were “too stubborn to 
reconcile” (183). He regretted 
that choice for  the rest  of his 
life.  Few people knew that 
Grove’s combative behavior 
belied a generous streak,  and 
he lavished time and funds on 
sandlot kids and impoverished 
college students.
The stories take a brighter  turn 
in  the lives of the Eccentrics, 
and Wood provides colorful 
anecdotes of rogues such  as 
Babe Ruth and Satchel Paige. 
Lesser-known delights reside 
in  the lives of characters such 
as Rabbit  Maranville and Lefty 
Gomez. Maranville,  a perpetual 
free spirit, frequently  sat on 
prone players he had just 
tagged out  at second base, and 
he once forestalled a  riot on the 
field in an unconventional 
manner.  Too slender to sway 
the fracas with  his fists,  he 
shadowboxed with himself in 
the coach’s box  until he 
knocked himself out, startling 
the fighting players out of their 
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Evers, who despised each other 
during  their  playing days, 
r e c o n c i l e d l a t e r o n a n d 
supported their ailing friend 
Chance. Another sad story 
comes from  the life of Hack 
Wilson, who was raised in a 
boarding house after  his 
mother died. Although his RBI 
record of 191  in  1930 still 
stands,  Wilson’s personal life 
was chaotic, filled with marital 
infidelity, venereal disease,  and 
alcoholism. When Wilson died 
of cirrhosis of the liver at  age 
48, his son refused to claim his 
body,  telegraphing “Am not 
responsible.” Wood uses this 
opportunity  to discuss Sam 
McDowell’s work in alcohol 
rehabilitation after  his baseball 
career ended,  describing why 
so many  baseball players used 
alcohol to medicate their 
frequently  Type-A, obsessive-
compulsive personalities.
What do we learn  from  these 
c o m p a c t b i o g r a p h i e s o f 
baseball players? Most  of them 
grew up on the farm  in humble 
circumstances,  and many  of 
them returned to farming 
when their  baseball careers 
ended. Their nomadic lives 
during the baseball season 
encouraged alcohol abuse and 
casual sex, although Babe 
Ruth’s appetites were too 
gargantuan to be called casual. 
Some players lived steady, 
respectable lives, but many  did 
not. Personal excess certainly 
shortened or hindered many 
baseball careers, although 
Wood does not seek to connect 
his discussion of morals with 
possible effects on their  on-

field performance.  There are 
few conclusions to draw.
One of the most enjoyable 
parts of perusing this wide-
ranging cast of characters is 
the p lethora of basebal l 
anecdotes that  fall as casually 
as dropped names. One of the 
most frustrating parts of a 
collection such as this one is 
the inevitable flattening of 
baseball lives into a few pages, 
where exploration of family 
life,  marriage, religion or lack 
t h e r e o f , a n d h u m a n 
relationships can seem  to 
become formulaic. Some of the 
biographies soar – Ty  Cobb, 
Joe DiMaggio, Mickey  Mantle, 
and Babe Ruth become more 
h u m a n , m o r e f u l l y 
dimensional. Some, like the 
cryptic story  of Jimmie Foxx, 
need more clarity  and careful 
editing. Occasional infelicities, 
such  as “raised the rankles,” 
apparently, for “rankled”  or 
“raised the hackles,” could 
have been ironed out in  the 
editing process. With this 
collection of short  biographies 
as a backdrop, it might be 
possible to delve more deeply 
into six or eight of the lives 
represented here and create a 
volume that explores in depth 
the character  issues touched on 
in these brief essays.
Terrie Aamodt has been a 
SABR member since 2003 and 
is  a professor of history and 
E ngl i s h at Wal l a Wal l a 
University. She is interested in 
interracial barnstorming in 
the 1920s and 30s as well as 
the Red Sox and Mariners.

THE CUBS AND THE 
A'S OF 1910: ONE 
DYNASTY ENDS, 

ANOTHER BEGINS

By Richard Bressler

2016. Jefferson, NC: 
McFarland

[ISBN:  978-1476664361. 204 
pages.  Softcover]

Reviewed by 
Dennis Pajot 

denpajot@sbcglobal.net

The first sentence of the 
Preface in Richard Bressler’s 
The Cubs and the A’s of 1910: 
One Dynasty Ends, Another 
Begins reads: “As things stand 
at the time this is written, the 
Chicago Cubs have the longest 
championship drought in 
American professional sports.” 
The result of the 2016 World 
Series, of course, changed this, 
but does not change the 
fascinating dynamics of two 
baseball teams 106 years 
earlier.
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era  were. It was therefore 
enlightening to have Bressler 
tell us that close to 25 percent 
of major leaguers attended 
c o l l e g e ,  f i v e t i m e s t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e t o t a l 
population. For the most part, 
the author does not give us 
advanced metrics like WAR, 
SLG, OPS+, etc. He sticks to 
batting average,  win/loss, ERA, 
etc. This might not make all 
readers happy, but I like it. 
After all, this is a  book about 
1910, and batting average and 
other traditional stats were 
what were important then. 
This was especially  true for 
pitching, as the starting pitcher 
was much more responsible for 
the game’soutcome, as the A’s 
123  complete games during the 
1910 season attests.
A few typos crept into the book 
but  these occur  in any  book 
and I,  for one,  have no problem 
just  picking up a pencil, 
correcting it in my  copy, and 
moving on. There is one 
glaring error, however, which 
is not a typo. Speaking of 
gambling in baseball, Bressler 
places a gambling scandal 
involving Louisville players at 
the end of the 1876 season. 

of those in attendance claimed 
a medical degree.
As both the NL and AL 
pennant races were all but 
done in August, Bressler does 
great work avoiding reader 
boredom  by  us ing  many 
vignette biographies of the 
players on both  teams — and a 
few  players from  other  teams. 
Even my  friends with little or 
no interest in the Deadball Era 
may  know Tinker to Evers to 
Chance, Harry  Steinfeldt 
(answer to the old trivia 
question at local taverns), 
Three Finger Brown, Home 
Run Baker, Shoeless Joe 
Jackson, Connie Mack, and 
Eddie Collins (if they  paid 
attention during the movie 
Eight Men Out).  But how many 
of us remember  -- if we ever 
knew -- how  Stuffy  McInnis got 
h i s n i c k n a m e , o r t h e 
background of Jack Barry  or 
Jimmy  Dygert. This type of 
information makes the book 
even more interesting and 
entertaining. The epilogue 
gives the after-1910 history  of a 
good number of players to 
round off these biographies.
I have read many  times how 
uneducated ballplayers of this 

The first  two chapters of his 
b o o k g i v e a c o n c i s e , 
informative history  of the two 
clubs up to 1910, especially 
regarding how the Chicago 
Cubs juggernaut was built. 
Author  Bressler also provides a 
helpful biography  of A’s 
manager  and minority  owner 
Connie Mack, while describing 
the A’s rise to the 1910 
championship,  but he does not 
give us much background on 
club owners Charles Murphy  or 
Ben Shibe. That is fair  enough, 
as the book will  be more about 
the managers, players, and 
games than ownership issues. 
There is also a  nice biography 
of Ring Lardner. (It  would have 
been interesting to also include 
one of Sy  Sanborn,  another 
prominent Chicago Tribune 
baseball reporter).
Bressler  uses interesting 
b a s e b a l l - r e l a t e d s t o r i e s 
throughout the narrative to 
break up his chronology  of the 
1910 season. One is a short 
d i g r e s s i o n o n t h e n a m e 
c h a n g e s ( a n d o w n e r s h i p 
changes) of the Boston NL club 
around this time.  Another is a 
short  history  of the baseball 
itself up to that  time, especially 
welcome as the recent ly 
introduced cork-centered ball 
had a  meaningful impact on 
t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e 
noncompetitive 1910 World 
S e r i e s .  T h e a u t h o r a l s o 
includes a number of amusing 
anecdotes from  the era. My 
favorite is an  incident where a 
pitch hit Frank Chance, and the 
umpire called for a  doctor to 
come down from the stands. 
Improbably, a large percentage 

BUY DEAD PLAYER
  

Charley  Carr,  the Indianapolis manager, is wondering what  the 
Johnstown baseball magnates think of the deal that  was put 
through some weeks ago by manager Eddie Ashenbach.
The latter  purchased Second Baseman Heine Krug of 
Indianapolis for a good price and last week the news came from 
San Francisco that Krug  had died.  Indianapolis,  however,  gets 
the money and Johnstown gets no one for it.

The Toledo News-Bee, January 18, 1908



Page 15 - The Inside Game - Vol. XVII, No. 1

This, of course, happened in 
1877. As this is endnoted, I 
don’t know if Bressler got it 
incorrect or his source did.
Although most Deadball Era 
aficionados know a lot about 
these two 1910 teams, most of 
our  memoires can use a 
jogging. Many  times I found 
myself thinking: “Oh yeah,  I 
forgot about that, interesting to 
read it  again.”  Bressler also 
gives many  fine examples of 
how the game of yesteryear 
was different than the one we 
see now. One example is his 
description of how in Game 5 
of the World Series A’s pitcher 
Jack Coombs got  into trouble 
and Connie Mack called him to 
the bench to talk. As I am so 
accustomed to managers or 
pitching  coaches taking a long 
slow walk to the mound to 
discuss strategy, not the 
otherway  around, the image 
stuck in my mind.
Though perhaps not a book for 
e v e r y  b a s e b a l l l o v e r ’ s 
bookshelf, The Cubs and the 
A’s is a book that  needed to be 
written and should be read. 
Books about great seasons, 
great teams, and great players 
are abundant, but history 
needs to preserve as much as 
possible individual seasons, 
both great (such as 1908) and 
n e a r l y  f o r g o t t e n ( w h i c h 
hopefully  1910 will no longer 
be).
Dennis Pajot, a retiree from 
t h e C i t y o f M i l w a u k e e 
workforce, is  a frequent 
contributor to The Inside 
Game.

50 MOMENTS THAT 
DEFINED MAJOR 

LEAGUE BASEBALL

By Rocco Constantino

2016. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield

[ISBN:  978-1442260542. 256 
pages.  Hardcover]

Reviewed by 
Ron Selter

rselter@att.net

This book provides a fresh 
h i s t o r y  o f t h e g a m e b y 
r e c o u n t i n g t h e m o s t 
exceptional and memorable 
moments over more than a 
c e n t u r y . A u t h o r R o c c o 
Constant ino at tempts to 
identify  the 50 moments that 
changed the game or marked 
the beginning or the end of an 
era. This compilation of great 
moments in baseball history 
has a  bit of everything  and 
some unexpected candidates 
make it  into the book. Perhaps, 

the best feature of the book is 
the photos.
The book is organized into 12 
chapters, and in addition has 
12 pages of historic and very 
m e m o r a b l e p h o t o s . T h e 
chapters are:

1  Noteworthy Debuts, Pioneers, 
and Baseball Firsts

2 Magic Numbers
3  Masterful On The Mound
4 Incredible Feats and 

Unbreakable Records
5 Tragedy, Trials, and 

Tribulations
6 Passing Down Traditions 

and Influencing the Pros
7  The Immortals
8 Baseball’s Weird, Wild, 

and Colorful Characters
9 Historic Home Runs
10 Hall of Famers’ Last 

Hurrahs
11  The New Millennium
12 Baseball Odds and Ends

Though there are many  books 
that contain lists of the top 
events or moments of any 
s p o r t , t h i s b o o k w a s a 
refreshing change in that many 
of the moments listed were not 
ones that one would expect. 
For  instance, the “Called Shot” 
by  Babe Ruth in the 1932 
World Series is not included. 
I n s t e a d , R u t h ’ s r e c o r d -
breaking  50th  home run in the 
1920 season was one of the 50 
moments chosen. The reason: 
Ruth’s slugging  exploits in the 
early  1920s changed the way 
the game was played.
The first  chapter lets the reader 
know that this list  of 50 
historic moments will be a  little 
different as it details the first 
games played by  some of the 
g a m e s ’ g r e a t e s t  p l a y e r s , 

mailto:rselter@att.net?subject=
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including  Hank Aaron, Ken 
Griffey,  Jr., and Derek Jeter. 
There are also moments and 
games involving baseball’s 
immortals like Ted Williams 
and tragic incidents such as 
J.R. Richard of the Houston 
Astros suffering a stroke while 
pitching. This variation makes 
the book an interesting one to 
read.
Two of the 50 moments deal 
with  the 1920 regular season. 
In one, tragedy  struck major 
l e a g u e b a s e b a l l a s R a y 
Chapman of the Cleveland 
Indians was hit  in the head by 
a pitch  from Carl Mays (a 
spitball pitcher  with the New 
York Yankees).  Chapman left 
the game without losing 
consciousness as he was helped 
to the c lubhouse by  his 
teammates. However, he died 
early  the next morning in a 
New  York hospital . This 
tragedy  led to changes in the 
game’s rules and procedures. 
The difficult-to-control spitball 
was formally  banned with 
var ious spi tbal l p i tchers 
grandfathered in  to legally  use 
it  over the remainder of their 
careers.  In addition, major 
league basebal l required 
umpires to put  a new clean ball 
into play  when the game ball 
became soiled. The effect of 
this change was to make the 
game safer  and allow  the 
hitters to better see and track 
pitches.
It  is necessary  for  the reader to 
read the book carefully  in order 
to get the complete picture of 
the event  or moment that is 
described. Each  one, with the 
exception of those in chapter 
six  when several greats of the 

including the cork-center ball 
in a list of moments that 
defined major league baseball. 
The American League used the 
new ball in some but not  all 
games in 1910. For the 1911 
season, both the American and 
National Leagues used the 
cork-center ball. The effect was 
dramatic; batting averages 
increased about 10 per cent 
and home runs nearly  doubled 
f r o m  1 9 0 9 t o 1 9 1 1 . T h e 
problem is that no one has 
identified when the new ball 
was first  used.  The impact of 
steroid usage by  some major 
league players would appear  to 
be a moment worth recording. 
It  would appear that events 
such  as Mark McGuire’s 70th  
home run or  Barry  Bonds 
single-season home run record 
have been deliberately skipped.
This book is recommended for 
any  baseball fan who wishes to 
learn more about important 
events in the sport’s history. 
The short passages make it  a 
good choice for  younger 
readers or  those who prefer to 
read a book in bits and pieces. 
The unusual choices and 
reasoning behind them  will 
make for debates about which 
moments to include in  the top 
50 that  defined major league 
baseball. This is one of those 
books that one can  keep after 
reading for later  reference and 
makes for  a  good addition to 
one’s baseball book library.
Ron Selter, a longtime SABR 
member, is an experienced 
ballparks and home run 
researcher. He is the author of 
Ballparks of the Deadball Era 
(McFarland, 2008).

game describe who or what 
motivated them  to excel in the 
game,  will have a date at the 
beginning of the passage. 
However,  there may  be a lot  of 
other  information about the 
player before or  after  the date 
listed. Without reading the 
passage carefully,  the reader 
may  get confused about when 
the true moment took place. 
Fortunately,  this was easily 
o v e r c o m e a s t h e b o o k 
progressed.
There are a couple of minor 
f a c t u a l e r r o r s .  I n t h e 
introduction,  the statement is 
made that the color barrier 
existed in the first 70 years of 
professional baseball.  Actually, 
at least two African-Americans 
played in the major leagues 
before 1890.  The two players 
were Moses Fleetwood Walker 
and his brother Weldy  Walker 
on the American Association 
1884 Toledo Blue Stockings. In 
the section dealing with the 
1 9 2 7  N e w  Y o r k Y a n k e e s 
(“Murderers Row: A Pitchers 
W o r s t N i g h t m a r e ” ) t h e 
opening game of the 1927 
season is described as “The 
season opened on a  Tuesday 
night in front of approximately 
6 0 , 0 0 0 f a n s a t Y a n k e e 
Stadium” In fact, the first 
major  league night game was 
played in Cincinnati’s Crosley 
Field in 1935. The first  night 
game at Yankee Stadium was 
not until 1946.
Two significant issues that 
marked game in the 20th 
Century  are not addressed: the 
introduction  of the cork-center 
baseball and the steroids era. 
There is good reason for  not 
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THE KNUCKLEBALL 
CLUB

By Richard A. Johnson

2016. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield

[ISBN: 978-1-4422-6169-3. 
305 pp. $38 USD. Hardback]

Reviewed by 
David Shiner

cunegonde@prodigy.net

Not long ago, the Baltimore 
Orioles announced that they 
had invited former Red Sox 
pitcher Tomo Okha to this 
year’s spring training. Okha, 
who will be 41  years of age on 
Opening Day,  has been out of 
major league baseball since 
2009 and wasn’t even pitching 
at a major-league level in his 
native Japan at the time of the 
announcement.  But the Orioles 
f e l t  h e w a s w o r t h t h e i r 
attention because he had been 
developing a knuckleball.

with  the contemporaneous 
success of Bob Lind’s hit song 
“Elusive Butterfly” in the 
summer of 1966, but I found 
such  passages endearing rather 
than annoying.
Johnson’s most impressive 
achievement might be in 
helping his readers understand 
the mental discipline common 
to successful knuckleballer 
pitchers. Lots of people can 
throw  a decent knuckler – back 
in  my  (amateur) playing days, I 
had a few teammates who 
could manage that – but the 
key  to success is the ability  to 
t h r o w  a s p i n l e s s p i t c h 
repeatedly, which hardly 
anyone can do. And the 
devoted knuckleballer must 
come to grips (so to speak) 
with  the fact  that he has no 
idea where his deliveries are 
going to end up. That, along 
with  other  matters related to 
this most eccentric of pitches, 
means that knuckleball hurlers 
tend to exhibit  a very  different 
sort  of psychology  than born 
fireballers like Bob Feller or 
Roger  Clemens. I don’t  have 
the space here to elaborate, but 
Johnson does, and readers 
should find his observations 
enlightening.
The book is not without faults. 
The amount of space given to 
all but the most  successful 
k n u c k l e b a l l e r s i s h a r d l y 
representative of their  success 
in throwing the pitch. Jim 
Bouton is cited at least twice as 
o f t e n a s T o m  C a n d i o t t i 
(granted, Bouton wrote a lot of 
interesting stuff about the 
knuckler), and two-time 20-
game winner  Joe Niekro is 

The knuckler, as Richard A. 
Johnson makes evident  in his 
informative and enjoyable 
book The Knuckleball Club, 
boasts a noteworthy  history 
since its inauguration in the 
early  years of the last  century. 
The Deadball Era doesn’t 
actually  feature much in 
Johnson’s volume – only  a 
single chapter, devoted mainly 
to Eddie Cicotte – so those 
whose baseball affections are 
limited to that period might 
not  be particularly  interested 
in it. But then again they 
might, because this book is a 
flat-out fun read.
About half of The Knuckleball 
Club chronicles the careers of 
s e v e r a l o f t h e p r e m i e r 
knucklers in major  league 
history, including Hall of 
Famers Hoyt Wilhelm and Phil 
Niekro. The other half consists 
of a panoply  of observations 
and stories about  the knuckler: 
various ways of gripping and 
releasing the ball, the difficulty 
of throwing an effective one 
consistently, reactions of 
mostly  recalcitrant catchers to 
having to deal with the pitch, 
and classic moments involving 
the knuckler,  such  as Reggie 
Jackson’s mammoth dinger  off 
Charlie Hough in the 1977 
World Series.
Johnson, who previously 
coauthored (with Glenn Stout) 
team histories of the Cubs, 
D o d g e r s , R e d S o x , a n d 
Yankees, definitely  knows his 
baseball. At times his prose 
style “stretches” a  bit, as when 
he juxtaposes catcher  Johnny 
Romano’s unsuccessful efforts 
to corral Wilhelm’s floaters 

mailto:cunegonde@prodigy.net?subject=
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mentioned even less frequently 
than Candiotti. None of the 
successful knucklers of the past 
quarter-century  – Candiotti, 
Tim  Wakefield, R. A. Dickey  – 
is granted a chapter  of his own. 
Quotations abound to the point 
of almost being  overwhelming; 
Johnson apparently  couldn't 
bring himself to exclude much 
of anything that's ever been 
written about the pitch or the 
men who threw it. But it's hard 
to fault him  on that score since 
he delivers some beauties, such 
as Astros catcher Alan Ashby's 
observation that the younger 
N i e k r o “ t h r e w a h a r d 
knuckleball – like a butterfly 
on steroids. It was like going to 
the dentist: The more you 
dread it, the worse it gets.”
More than a century  after  the 
knuckleball was invented by 
E d d i e C i c o t t e o r E d d i e 
Summers or Lew Morin or 
someone else, it continues to 
survive although never really 
thriving. Just last  season, Red 
Sox soft-tosser Stephen Wright 
earned a trip to the All-Star 
game based on his 9-5 record 
and league-leading ERA. Later 
in  the year, the Rays made 
Eddie Gamboa a September 
call-up,  and he rewarded them 
by  posting a  flossy  1.35 ERA in 
seven relief appearances. 
Wright and Gamboa are 
longtime minor  leaguers who 
passed the age of 30 some time 
ago, but as long as they  can 
throw  the knuckler effectively, 
they’re likely  to age well. Just 
like the pitch itself.
David Shiner has written a 
large number of articles,  book 
reviews,  and stories about 

Continues (Superior Books, 
2001) , a s eq u e l t o To m 
Meany’s classic Baseball’s 
Greatest Players.

baseball for various sports 
magazines, research journals, 
and literary publications. He 
is the author of Baseball’s 
Greatest Players: The Saga 

2017 RITTER AWARD NOMINEES

Named for the author of the seminal The Glory of Their Times, 
the Larry  Ritter  Award honors the best book related to 
Deadball Era baseball published during the previous year. 
Nominated for the 2017 Ritter Award are the following works:
The Last Chicago Cubs Dynasty: Before the Curse,  by  Hal 
Bock (Rowman & Littlefield)
The Cubs and the A’s  of 1910: One Dynasty Ends, Another 
Begins, by Richard Bressler (McFarland)
Herb Pennock: Baseball’s Faultless Pitcher,  by  Keith Craig 
(McFarland)
Fall from Grace: The Truth and Tragedy of ‘Shoeless Joe’ 
Jackson, by Tim Hornbaker (Sports Publishing)
Big Sam Thompson: Baseball’s Greatest Clutch Hitter, by  Roy 
Kerr (McFarland)
Stealing Games: How John McGraw Transformed Baseball 
with the 1911 New York Giants, by  Maury  Klein (Bloomberg 
Press)
Pud Galvin: Baseball’s First 30-Game Winner, by  Brian 
Martin (McFarland)
Happy Felsch: Banished Black Sox Center Fielder, by  Thomas 
Rathcamp (McFarland)
The Selling of the Babe: The Deal that Changed Baseball and 
Created a Legend, by Glenn Stout (Thomas Dunne Books)
Baseball in Territorial Arizona: A History, 1863-1912, by  John 
Darrin Tenney (McFarland)
Characters  from the Diamond: Wild Events, Crazy Antics, and 
Unique Tales from Early Baseball, by  Ronald T. Waldo 
(Rowman & Littlefield)
Game Worn: Baseball Treasures from the Game’s Greatest 
Heroes and Moments, by  Stephen Wong and Dave Grob, with 
Francesco Sapienza, photographer (Smithsonian Books)
Beyond the Ballpark: The Honorable, Immoral, and Eccentric 
Lives of Baseball Legends, John A. Wood (Rowman & 
Littlefield)
Announcement of the winner by  award committee chairman 
Doug Skipper is expected in early spring.
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ACCURATE RBI RECORDS FOR 
PLAYERS OF THE DEADBALL ERA:

PART 11—THE PLAYERS ON 
THE 1914 DETROIT TIGERS

by Herm Krabbenhoft

Continuing  with my  quest to find out which 
Detroit Tigers player  assembled the longest 
Consecutive Games RUN Batted In (CGRUNBI) 
streak during the Deadball Era, I have now 
completed my  research for  the players on the 
1914 Jungaleers. In prior  articles I described my 
findings for  the 1906, 1913 and 1915-1919 
seasons.1-7 As pointed out  previously,  when I 
commenced this research project there was very 
little information available on the Game-By-
Game (GBG) RBI statistics for the 1901-1919 
period.2 Regrettably, the GBG RBI statistics 
generated by  David S. Neft  to determine full-
season RBI numbers for the 1905-1919 seasons 
for The Baseball Encyclopedia (first  published 
by  Macmillan in 1969) are no longer extant.8 
Similarly, any  unofficial GBG RBI statistics 
compiled contemporaneously  by  Ernie Lanigan 
for the 1907-1919 seasons no longer exist.9 
Furthermore, because “Runs-Batted-In”  were 
not  recorded officially until 1920, the Elias 
Sports Bureau, the official statistician of Major 
League Baseball,  does not include pre-1920 RBI 
statistics in its record book.  Thus, The Elias Book 
of Baseball Records states specifically  that  RBI 
records are “Since 1920 — Prior seasons not 
compiled on  official score[sheet]s.”10 According 
to Elias, the ML record for  the longest CGRUNBI 
streak is 17  games — by  Ray  Grimes of the 1922 
NL Chicago Cubs. The AL record — a 14-gamer — 
is held by  Tris Speaker  of the 1928 Philadelphia 
Athletics.  Based on AL RBI statistics compiled by 
the Howe News Bureau (the official statistician 
for the American League from 1912  through 
1972) and my  independent RBI research 
(covering the period from  1931  to the present), 
the longest known CGRUNBI streak for a player 
on the Detroit  Tigers since 1920 is 12  games — 
achieved by  Mickey  Cochrane in 1934 and by 
Rudy  York in 1940.11 So, I want to find out if any 
T i g e r s p l a y e r f r o m t h e D e a d b a l l E r a 

manufactured a CGRUNBI streak longer  than 12 
games (and perhaps even longer than 14 games).
RESEARCH PROCEDURE

For  the present investigation, I utilized the same 
rigorous modus operandi employed in my 
previous research efforts.1-7,12-14 Thus, for each 
of the 615 runs scored by  the Tigers in 1914, I 
sought to obtain three critical components: (a) 
the identity  of the player  who scored the run; (b) 
the details of the run-scoring  event  [e.g., a  2-RBI 
double, a balk, a 1-RBI grounder (batter  safe on a 
fielding error),  a 0-RBI grounder  (batter  safe on 
a fielding error), a 1-RBI bases-loaded walk, 
etc.]; and (c) the identity  of the player who 
completed his plate appearance during the run-
scoring event (i.e., the player who could be 
credited with batting  in the run).  And, because 
runs batted in were not recorded officially  until 
1920, and were not  even defined officially  until 
1931, I followed the 1931  official scoring rules 
[Rule 70, Section 13] to credit or to not credit  a 
player with  an RBI — “Runs Batted In are runs 
scored on safe hits (including home runs), 
sacrifice hits, outfield put-outs, infield put-outs, 
and when the run is forced over by reason of the 
batsman becoming a base-runner.  With less 
than two outs, if an error is made on a play on 
which a runner from third would ordinarily 
score, credit the batsman with a Run Batted In.” 
I then provided the complete documentation that 
I assembled to Retrosheet’s Tom  Ruane and 
Dave Smith  for  their independent review, upon 
which we achieved 100% agreement and 
Retrosheet  incorporated all of the runs-scored 
and runs-batted-in numbers in  its Box Score file 
(and derived Player Daily  files).15 The Appendix 
to this article (available on SABR.org) provides a 
tabulation of the critical “(a)-(b)-(c)” information 
for each of the 615 runs scored by  the 1914 
Tigers.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1  presents the RBI numbers, according to 
my  research, for each of the 30 players who 
participated in at least one game for  the Detroit 
Tigers in the 1914 campaign. Also shown for 
comparison are the RBI numbers claimed by 
Neft.8
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Probably  the most-striking aspect of Table 1  is 
that for several players two or more RBI 
numbers are given in  the “RBIs (This Work)” 
column — for  example,  Donie Bush is shown 
with  “27  or  28”  RBIs, according to my  research, 
while Neft has a single-specific RBI number (32) 
for him. Similarly, Lanigan has a single-specific 
RBI number (23) for Bush. What’s the reason for 
my  “either-or” RBI numbers? The explanation is 
simply  that for two games the accounts 
presented in the various newspapers did not 
provide adequate information for me (as well as 
Retrosheet) to confidently  assign credit for 
batting in a  run to one player  or  another.  For 
example,  in  the game on September 6, the Tigers 
played the Browns in  Detroit and scored 13  runs. 
The various newspaper accounts provided 
complete details for  only  the eight runs Detroit 
tallied in the fourth inning. However, while some 
useful information was presented for the two 
first-inning tallies, virtually  no information was 
given for  the runs Detroit scored in the fifth 
frame (1) and seventh stanza (2). Here are the 
descriptions of Detroit’s runs as presented in the 
various newspaper accounts:

September 6, 1914 — Detroit vs. St. 
Louis — Detroit scored 13 runs
First Inning — Detroit scored 2 runs
Detroit Free Press  (DFP) — “In the first 
Detroit got two [runs] on Vitt’s single, Cobb’s 
double, and a blow by Veach.
Detroit Journal (DJ), Detroit News (DN), 
Detroit Times (DT), St. Louis  Globe-
Democrat (SLGD),  St Louis Post-Dispatch 
(SLPD), St. Louis Republic (SLREP) — 
Nothing at all.
From  the limited information given in the 
DFP account all one can confidently  conclude 
is that it  appears that  Vitt and Cobb scored 
the two first-inning runs. The Tigers game-
starting batting order, according  to the box 
scores given in the various newspaper 
accounts was Bush-Vitt-Cobb-Crawford-
Veach-Burns-Moriarty-Stanage-Cavet. Thus, 
here are four reasonable scenarios which  can 
be contrived to deal with  the “who-batted-in-
whom?”  question for the two first-inning 
runs:
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(1) Bush was retired for  the first out. Vitt 
singled. Cobb doubled, batting in Vitt and 
taking third on the throw-in. Crawford was 
retired for the second out, batting in  Cobb. 
Veach singled. Burns was retired for the 
third out,  ending the inning. ⇒ RBIs: Cobb 
1, Crawford 1.

(2) Bush was retired for  the first out. Vitt 
singled.  Cobb doubled, batting in Vitt. 
Crawford was retired for the second out. 
Veach singled, batting in Cobb. Burns was 
retired for the third out. ⇒ RBIs: Cobb 1, 
Veach 1.

(3) Bush was retired for  the first out. Vitt 
singled. Cobb doubled,  advancing Vitt to 
third. Crawford was retired for the second 
out,  batting in Vitt. Veach  singled,  batting 
in  Cobb. Burns was retired for the third out. 
⇒ RBIs: Crawford 1, Veach 1.

(4) Bush was retired for  the first out. Vitt 
singled. Cobb doubled,  advancing Vitt to 
third. Crawford was retired for the second 
out,  the runners holding their bases. Veach 
singled, batting in both Vitt and Cobb. 
Burns was retired for  the third out.  ⇒ RBIs: 
Veach 2.

From  these four  scenarios the “either-or” RBI 
numbers are: Cobb (0 or  1); Crawford (0 or 
1); Veach  (0 or  1  or  2). Other  reasonable 
scenarios,  also in complete accord with the 
official DBD records,  can be devised for the 
two first-inning runs, as discussed in the 
Appendix.
Fourth Inning — Detroit scored 8 runs
DFP — “Crawford was first up in  the Detroit 
fourth and was safe when his easy  grounder 
seeped through Pratt. After  Veach had been 
chucked out, Burns scratched a hit  to third. 
Moriarty  banged one to left center and both 
Shotton and Walker  started for it. The ball hit 
Shotton on the ends of the fingers and again 
on the knee and he punted [it] a full 15 yards 
to the left-field foul line, two runs scoring and 
Moriarty  going to third. Stanage and Cavet 
hit  and Vitt’s walk filled the sacks after Bush 
had flied out. Cobb viewed four bad ones, 

forcing Stanage [home] and then came 
Crawford with his three-bagger to right. 
Austin let the ball get away  when it was 
thrown to him and Crawford loped the rest of 
the way  in. Veach obliged by  letting  them put 
him out  for the second time in the 
inning.”  [NOTE: According to the official 
Day-By-Day  records, Moriarty  had two hits, 
one single and one triple; also, Shotton was 
not charged with any fielding errors.]
DJ — “Crawford singled through Pratt and 
Veach went out. Burns singled, putting 
Crawford on third. Moriarty’s fly  got  away 
from Shotton and bounced almost  to the left 
field pavilion, Crawford and Burns scoring, 
while Moriarty  pulled up at third. Stanage 
and Cavet singled, Moriarty  scoring.  Bush 
flied out and Vitt walked, filling the bases. 
Cobb walked, putting Stanage across and 
Crawford’s three-base smash to right  cleaned 
the bases. Veach grounded out for the second 
time in the inning.” [NOTE: According to the 
official Day-By-Day  records,  Moriarty  had 
two hits, one single and one triple; also, 
Shotton was not charged with any  fielding 
errors.]
DN — “Crawford singled through Pratt. 
Veach grounded out to Weilman. Burns 
bunted a single to Austin. Moriarty  tripled off 
Shotton’s shins,  Crawford and Burns scoring. 
Stanage singled to left,  scoring Moriarty. 
Cavet  singled to right. Stanage took third on 
Bush’s fly  to Williams. Vitt walked, filling the 
bases. Cobb walked, forcing Stanage in.  With 
[the] bases full Crawford tripled over 
Williams’ head in right, Cavet, Vitt, and Cobb 
scoring. Pratt made a wild throw to third to 
cut off Crawford and he also scored. Veach 
grounded out  for the second time during the 
inning.”
DT, SLGD, SLPD — Nothing at all.
(SLREP) — “Crawford opened the fourth with 
a single. Veach sacrificed perfectly. Austin 
committed a  fumble on Burns’ grounder and 
Crawford moved to third. Shotton made a 
plain muff of Moriarty’s fly, and as the ball 
rolled away  from  him both  Crawford and 
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Burns scored. Moriarty  took third.  Stanage 
singled, scoring Moriarty, and Cavet also 
scored [should be ‘singled’]. Bush flied to 
Williams and Stanage went to third on the 
throw-in. Vitt  walked, filling the bases. Cobb 
walked, forcing home Stanage. Crawford 
tripled and three runs counted ahead of him. 
On a delayed throw-in Crawford scored, 
which brought the total to eight runs. Veach 
ended the burlesque with a bounder to 
Pratt.”  [NOTE: According to the official Day-
By-Day  records, Moriarty  had two hits, one 
single and one triple; also,  Shotton was not 
charged with any  fielding errors; also, Veach 
was not shown with any sacrifice hits.]
From  the very  detailed descriptions provided 
in  several newspaper accounts — especially 
the batter-by-batter play-by-play  given in the 
DN account — it is known with  100% 

confidence who scored each of the eight runs 
and who, if anyone, batted in each or  the 
eight runs: (1  and 2) Crawford and Burns 
scored on a 2-RBI triple by  Moriarty; (3) 
Moriarty  scored on a  1-RBI single by  Stanage; 
(4) Stanage scored on a 1-RBI bases-loaded 
walk to Cobb; (5, 6, and 7) Cavet,  Vitt,  and 
Cobb scored on a  3-RBI triple by  Crawford; 
(8) Crawford scored on his triple coupled 
with a fielding error by the shortstop Pratt.
Fifth Inning — Detroit scored 1 run
DFP — Nothing at all (except that it was 
mentioned in a sidebar that Cavet struck out 
in  the fifth inning batting left-handed and 
right-handed in the seventh inning).
DJ, DN, DT, SLGD, SLPD, SLREP — Nothing 
at all.

Ty Cobb, Bobby Veach, and Sam Crawford
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It might seem  that, since the various 
newspaper accounts provided no information 
about the fifth-inning run, one is left with a 
complete void with respect  to identifying who 
scored the run and who might  have batted in 
the run.  Fortunately,  however, that is not the 
case, as indicated below.
Seventh Inning — Detroit scored 2 runs
DFP — Nothing at all (except that it was 
mentioned in a sidebar that Cavet struck out 
in  the fifth inning batting left-handed and 
right-handed in the seventh inning).
DJ, DN, DT, SLGD, SLPD, SLREP — Nothing 
at all.

It  might seem that, since the various newspaper 
accounts provided no information about the two 
seventh-inning runs, one is left  with a complete 
void with respect to identifying who scored the 
runs and who might have batted in the runs. 
Fortunately, however,  that  is not the case, as 
indicated here:
While none of the various newspaper accounts 
provided any  details for  the one run scored in the 
fifth inning and the two runs scored in the 
seventh inning,  one is still able to deduce who 
scored the runs.  Fortunately, because of the 
detailed information given for the two runs 
scored in the first inning and the eight runs 
scored in the fourth  inning, we know for certain 
who scored those 10 runs — Vitt (2),  Cobb (2), 
Burns (1), Moriarty  (1), Stanage (1), Cavet  (1), 
and Crawford (2). And from the runs-scored 
numbers shown on the official Day-By-Day 
records (and in the newspaper box scores) we 
know the total runs-scored numbers for  each of 
the players — Vitt (3),  Cobb (2), Burns (2), 
Moriarty  (1), Stanage (1), Cavet  (1), Crawford (2), 
and Bush (1). Thus, we can deduce with 100% 
confidence who scored the three runs tallied in 
the fifth and seventh innings — alphabetically, 
Burns (1), Bush (1), and Vitt (1). Moreover, 
because of the detailed batter-by-batter 
information given for the fourth inning, we know 
for certain that Veach (who had the fifth spot in 
the batting lineup) made the final out in the 
fourth inning. Therefore, we know for  certain 

that Burns (who occupied the sixth slot in the 
batting order) led off the fifth inning. And since 
we know that  Bush and Vitt  occupied the first 
and second positions, respectively, in the batting 
order, we know for  certain that Burns must  have 
scored the fifth-inning run. [For Bush to have 
scored the fifth-inning run, Burns and the 
seventh-, eighth-, and ninth-slotted batters 
(Moriarty, Stanage, and Cavet, respectively) 
would have to have been  retired in the fifth 
before Bush could have gotten on base … i.e.,  the 
fifth inning would have ended before Bush could 
have gotten on base and eventually  scored. 
Therefore, it is logistically  impossible for  Bush 
(as well as Vitt) to have have scored the fifth-
inning run. And, therefore, Burns must have 
scored the fifth-inning  run.] And, therefore, 
Bush and Vitt must have scored the two seventh-
inning runs.
With regard to who, if anyone, batted in Burns in 
the fifth inning, all one can do is give “either-or” 
RBI credit.  Likewise for the seventh-inning runs 
scored by  Bush and Vitt. Logistically, for  a player 
to get on base with nobody  out and then score, 
only  one of the five players positioned 
immediately  after him  in the batting order can 
bat him in. If,  however, a player gets on base 
with  one out  and then scores,  one of only  the 
next four  players can drive him home. And, if a 
player gets on base with two out and then scores, 
one of only  the next three batters can knock him 
across the plate. Therefore, for the fifth-inning 
run scored by  Burns, who led off the frame,  the 
five players who could have batted him home 
were Moriarty  or Stanage or Cavet or  Bush or 
Vi t t . However , f rom the DFP s idebar 
information, we know that Cavet struck out 
(batting left-handed) in  the fifth inning. Thus, 
Cavet  could not  have batted in Burns. For  the 
two seventh-inning runs, we know from  the DFP 
sidebar that Cavet struck out (batting right-
handed). Thus, if Cavet led off the seventh 
inning, one of the four  players positioned 
immediately  after Bush in the batting order 
could have knocked him  — Vitt  or  Cobb or 
Crawford or  Veach.  If, however,  Stanage led off 
the seventh inning (and was necessarily  retired, 
either directly  or subsequently, on the basepath), 
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then Vitt or  Cobb or Crawford could have batted 
Bush home. Similarly  for the seventh-inning run 
scored by  Vitt: If Cavet led off the seventh stanza, 
the four  players who logistically  could have 
plated him were Cobb or  Crawford or Veach or 
Burns. If, however, Stanage led off the seventh 
session, then only  Cobb or  Crawford or Veach 
could have batted him across the plate. It is of 
paramount importance, however, to understand 
that these logistical conclusions are not the 
whole story  — because there may  be other 
aspects of the game that further  limit the players 
who could have batted in Burns in the fifth 
inning and Bush and/or  Vitt in  the seventh 
inning.
For  instance,  here is an absolute fact which 
needs to be taken into account. According to the 
newspaper box scores and the official DBD 
records,  Moriarty  (who occupied the seventh slot 
in  the batting order) was the very  last player to 
bat for  the Tigers in the game, i.e., in  the bottom 
of the eighth inning (because Detroit did not bat 
in  the bottom  of the ninth inning). Moriarty  had 
five competed plate appearances: five at  bats,  no 
walks, no sacrifices, and he was not hit by  any 
pitched balls. Each of the players who followed 
Moriarty  in the batting lineup — Stanage (in the 
eighth  spot) and Cavet (in the ninth position) — 
had four completed plate appearances: four at 
bats, no walks, no sacrifices, and no hit-by-
pitches. At least three players must have batted 
in  the eighth inning  — Moriarty  and at least the 
two players who immediately  preceded him in 
the batting order — Burns (in the sixth slot) and 
Veach (in the fifth spot). Thus, neither Veach nor 
Burns nor Moriarty  could have batted in the 
seventh inning. And, therefore, none of them 
could have batted in a run in the seventh inning. 
So, combining this factual information  with the a 
priori logistics for the seventh-inning runs 
results in the following RBI possibilities: Bush 
could have been batted in by  Vitt or  by  Cobb or 
by  Crawford, but not by Veach; Vitt could have 
been batted in by  Cobb or by  Crawford, but not 
by Veach or by Burns.
For  additional considerations and insight, the 
Appendix presents detailed (batter-by-batter) 
analyses of the RBI possibilities for the runs 

scored in the fifth  and seventh innings — as well 
as for the runs tallied in the first frame. So, for 
the runs scored by  the Tigers in  the first, fifth, 
and seventh innings, based on all of the 
information that can be gleaned from the various 
newspaper accounts, we can state the following:

*  Vitt  scored in the first inning on a 1-RBI 
double by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI out by 
Crawford … OR … on a 1-RBI or 2-RBI 
single by Veach … OR …

*  Cobb scored in the first inning on a 1-RBI 
out by  Crawford … OR … on a 1  RBI or 2-
RBI single by  Veach  … OR … on a 1-RBI 
single by Burns … OR …

*  Burns scored in the fifth inning on a 1-RBI 
single by  Moriarty  … OR … on a 1-RBI out 

Donie Bush
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by  Stanage … OR … on a 1-RBI single by 
Bush … OR … on a 1-RBI single by  Vitt … 
OR …

*  Bush scored in the seventh inning on a 1-
RBI single by  Vitt … OR … on a  1-RBI or 2-
RBI single by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI out 
by Crawford … OR …

*  Vitt  scored in  the seventh inning on a 1-RBI 
or 2-RBI single by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI 
out by Crawford … OR …

It is also very  important to point out that for  the 
seventh inning, while Cobb could have batted in 
either Bush or Vitt or  both Bush and Vitt, 
Crawford could have batted in only Bush OR 
only Vitt, but NOT BOTH Bush and Vitt. Thus, 
for the seventh inning,  Cobb could have had 0 or 
1  or 2  RBIs, Crawford could have had 0 or  1  RBI 
(but not 2  RBIs), and Vitt  could have had 0 or 1 
RBI — with the maximum  number of RBIs for 
the team being two. Thus, for the entire game, 
here are the “either-or” RBI numbers on an 
inning-by-inning basis:

First Inning — Cobb 0 or 1; Crawford 0 or 1; 
Veach 0 or 1 or 2; Burns 0 or 1.
Fourth  Inning — Moriarty  2, Stanage 1, Cobb 
1, Crawford 3.
Fifth Inning — Moriarty  0 or 1; Stanage 0 or 
1; Bush 0 or 1; Vitt 0 or 1.
Seventh  Inning — Vitt 0 or 1; Cobb 0 or 1  or 
2; Crawford 0 or 1.

It  is pointed out  that while Vitt could have had 
zero or  one RBI in the fifth inning and zero or 
one RBI in the seventh inning, he could have had 
only  zero or one RBI for  the entire game. That’s 
because, as described in the Appendix, Veach 
could have achieved a fifth-inning RBI only with 
a single (not on a walk or  an out); similarly, Vitt 
could have achieved a seventh-inning RBI only 
with  a  single (not with a walk or an out). But, 
since the official DBD records show that Vitt  had 
two hits (both singles) in the entire game,  and 
since the DFP description for  the first inning 
states that Vitt singled in the first inning,  he 
could not have collected his other single in  both 
the fifth inning and the seventh inning. Also, we 

know for  certain that the three players who were 
late-inning (i.e.,  top-of-the-ninth) defensive 
substitutes had zero RBIs because they  each had 
zero plate appearances — High (who took over 
for Crawford in  right field),  Heilmann (who 
replaced Veach in left field), and Baker  (who 
went behind the plate in Stanage’s stead).
It  is also emphasized that Cavet had absolutely 
zero RBIs in the game — because he had zero 
RBIs in each of the four innings that Detroit 
scored — (A) In the first inning,  Detroit scored 
two runs; therefore,  since Cavet batted in the 
ninth slot  of the batting order, logistically  he 
could not have had a  plate appearance in the first 
inning. (B) In the fourth  inning,  when the Tigers 
scored eight runs Cavet singled with Stanage on 
first  base, sending him  to second base,  according 
to the descriptions given in the various 
newspaper accounts. (C) In the fifth inning, 
when the Tigers tallied one run, Cavet struck out 
(batting left-handed). (D) In the seventh inning, 
when the Tigers plated two runs, Cavet struck 
out (batting right-handed).
So now, one can accurately  summarize who was 
batted in by whom:

SUMMARY  OF THE 13  RUNS SCORED BY  THE 
TIGERS:
1  (First Inning) — Vitt scored on a  1-RBI 
double by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI out by 
Crawford … OR … on a 2-RBI single by  Veach 
… OR …
2 (First Inning) — Cobb scored on a 1-RBI out 
by  Crawford … OR … on a 1-RBI or 2-RBI 
single by  Veach … OR … on a 1-RBI single by 
Burns … OR …
3 (Fourth Inning) — Crawford scored on a 2-
RBI triple by Moriarty.
4 (Fourth Inning) — Burns scored on a  2-RBI 
triple by Moriarty.
5 (Fourth Inning) — Moriarty  scored on a 1-
RBI single by Stanage.
6 (Fourth Inning) — Stanage scored on  a 1-
RBI bases-loaded walk to Cobb.
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7  (Fourth Inning) — Cavet scored on a 3-RBI 
triple by Crawford.
8 (Fourth Inning) — Vitt scored on a 3-RBI 
triple by Crawford.
9 (Fourth Inning) — Cobb scored on a 3-RBI 
triple by Crawford.
10 (Fourth Inning) — Crawford scored on his 
triple coupled with a fielding  error  (wild 
throw to third) by the second baseman Pratt.
11  (Fifth Inning) — Burns scored on a 1-RBI 
single by  Moriarty  … OR … on a  1-RBI out by 
Stanage … OR … on a 1-RBI single by  Bush … 
OR … on a 1-RBI single by Vitt … OR …
12 (Seventh Inning) — Bush  scored on a 1-
RBI single by  Vitt  … OR … on a 1-RBI or 2-
RBI single by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI out by 
Crawford … OR …
13 (Seventh Inning) — Vitt scored on a 1-RBI 
or 2-RBI single by  Cobb … OR … on a 1-RBI 
out by Crawford … OR …

Combining all of the “either-or” RBIs with  the 
known RBIs affords the following composite RBI 
numbers:

Cobb (1  or  2 or  3 or 4); Crawford (3 or 4 or  5); 
Veach (0 or  1  or 2); Moriarty  (2 or 3); Stanage 
(1  or  2); Bush (0 or 1); Vitt (0 or 1); Burns (0 
or 1); Cavet (0); High (0); Heilmann (0); 
Baker (0).

In addition to the “either-or” RBI situation in the 
September 6 game, there was one other  game 
with  “either-or”  RBI uncertainties — October 4 
(the Tigers against the Indians in Detroit).  The 
Appendix provides the complete descriptions 
from the various newspapers for each  of the 11 
runs Detroit  tallied in this game. From a 
comprehensive and in depth analysis of all the 
information presented in the various game 
accounts, here’s the bottom-line for  the runs 
batted in by the Tigers players:

Bush (0); Vitt  (0); Cobb (2  or 3); Crawford (1 
or 2); Veach (1); Kavanagh (0); Moriarty  (0 or 
1 or 2); Stanage (0 or 1or 2); Dubuc (1).

Combining the RBI information for  the games on 
September 6  and October 4 affords the following 

composite “either-or” RBI numbers for the 
players who participated in either or  both of 
those games:

Baker (0); Burns (0 or 1); Bush (0-1); Cavet 
(0); Cobb (3-7); Crawford (4-7); Dubuc (1); 
Heilmann (0); High  (0); Kavanagh (0); 
Moriarty  (2-5); Stanage (1-4); Veach (1-3); 
Vitt (0 or 1).

Inclusion of these “either-or” RBI numbers with 
the absolute RBI numbers earned in all of the 
other games the players had yields the full-
season RBI numbers shown in Table 2. Of 
course, in actuality, the players did not have 
“either-or” RBI numbers — they  achieved single-
specific full-season RBI numbers. As discussed 
in  previous articles, Pete Palmer and Gary 
Gillette have decided to utilize the minimum full-
season RBI numbers in Palmer’s database of 
baseball statistics,  because — “Based on  the best 
currently-available evidence, the player certainly 

TALKS BASEBALL
LOSES LICENSE

  

FORMER BIG LEAGUER KEPT OPEN AFTER
MIDNIGHT TO TALK SHOP

  

ST. LOUIS—Bill Joyce, the former  major 
league star player, lost his saloon license 
yesterday  all because he became so engrossed 
in  conversation with Manager McGraw of the 
Nationals that he forgot to close his Sixth 
street place at the stroke of midnight 
Saturday, July 23.
Joyce at h is hear ing before Excise 
Commissioner Caulfield admitted that he 
kept open until 12:30 a.m. Sunday, but 
denied that he sold a drink after 12.
McGraw and Sam Crane,  a New York writer, 
were in Joyce’s barroom when the town clock 
struck 12. Crane wanted another drink but 
Joyce testified that he did not get  it, and that 
all he and the two guests did until a 
policeman came in was to talk baseball.

The (New London) Day, August 4, 1910
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had at least the minimum number of runs batted 
in.  The minimum number of RBIs is not an 
approximation or a guess of the actual RBIs 
achieved by  the player.”3,4 With regard to the 
uncertainty  of the individual game “either-or” 
RBI situation, Retrosheet has chosen to leave the 
relevant RBI cells blank in its box score file (and 
derived player daily files).15

As shown in Table 1, comparison of my  RBI 
numbers and Neft’s RBI numbers reveals that 
there is agreement for at  least  16 and as many  as 
19 of the 30 players who participated in at least 
one game for  the Tigers in 1914. However, most 
of those 16-19 players played in only  a  few 
games; ten of those players had zero RBIs,  while 
three of those players had three (3) RBIs or  less. 
Of the twelve players who were “regulars”  [i.e., 
those with 300 or  more at bats — Burns (478 at 
bats),  Bush (596), Cobb (345),  Crawford (582), 
Kavanagh (439), Moriarty  (465),  Stanage (400), 
and Veach (531)] or  principal secondary 
performers [Dubuc (124),  Heilmann (182), High 
(184),  and Vitt (195)] in 1914  there is 
disagreement for  7-10 of the them  (i.e., 58-92%); 
for  only  Heilmann and Kavanagh is there 
complete agreement of our RBI numbers (18 and 
18) and (35 and 35), respectively.
Now, with accurate runs batted in  statistics in 
hand for  the players of the 1914  Tigers, my 
primary  research  objective — ascertaining the 
longest CGRUNBI streaks for the players on the 
Detroit Tigers during the Deadball Era — can be 
accomplished. Table 2 presents the pertinent 
information for the 1913-1919 seasons.2-7

Inspection of Table 2  reveals that Sam  Crawford 
had the longest CGRUNBI streak for the 1914 
Tigers — a very  productive six-game CGRUNBI 
steak.  From August 29 through September 04 
the Wahoo Man knocked in a  dozen runs. Then, 
after  being collared in the September 5 game 
(which Detroit lost, 7-0),  he busted out again, 
driving in  3-or-4-or-5 runs in the September 06 
game,  and a pair of runs in each game of the 
September 07  double header.  Had Crawford 
been able to plate just one run in that September 

05 contest, he would have put  together a  10-
game CGRUNBI streak with 20-22 RBIs. Next in 
line after  Crawford in 1914 was Cobb with a five 
game CGRUNBI streak; three players had 4-
gamers — Burns, Moriarty,  and Veach. Thus, it is 
seen that Crawford’s 6-game CGRUNBI streak in 
1914 is one game shy  of the longest CGRUNBI 
streak found so far by  a Tigers player  — 7-
gamers,  accomplished by  Eddie Onslow (1913) 
and Bobby  Veach (1916 and 1919). Although, as 
indicated in the Table 2  Notes, Ty  Cobb (in 1915) 
and Veach  (in 1916) may  have assembled 8-
gamers if they  each had an RBI in  an “either-or” 
RBI game.
At this time, with  the RBI numbers for  the 
players on  the 1914 Tigers in the books,  I have 
now  completed my  RBI research for the Detroit 
Tigers players for the final seven seasons of the 
Deadball Era (i.e., from 1913  through 1919) — 
i.e., the final one-third of the Deadball Era.  So, 
it’s an appropriate time to provide a  final 
composite summary  of the RBIs achieved by 
those players who completed their  entire Tigers 
Deadball Era careers during the 1913-1919 
period. Table 3A accomplishes this for those 
players with at least  20 RBIs, while Table 3B 
(provided in the Appendix) accomplishes this for 
those players with less than 20 RBIs.2-7 For 
comparison,  the RBIs according to Neft are also 
shown.8

Examination of Table 3A shows that, for  at least 
12 of the 16  players, there are differences 
between my  RBI numbers and Neft’s RBI 
numbers (i.e., at least 75% disagreement). For 
the 67  players with less than 20 RBIs (Table 3B 
in  the Appendix), there are differences for just  23 
players (i.e., 34% disagreement), although it  is 
noted that of the 44  players for which there is 
agreement between my  RBI numbers and Neft’s 
RBI numbers, 35 of them had zero RBIs. Thus, 
there are differences for 23  of the 33  players with 
1-19  RBIs (70% disagreement).Finally, it is also 
of interest to point out that only  five Tigers 
players played in each of the seven final Deadball 
Era seasons from  1913  through 1919 — Bush, 
Cobb, Dauss, Stanage, and Veach. Their 
composite RBI numbers are presented in  Table 
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4. For  comparison, Neft’s RBI numbers for  each 
player are shown in parentheses.  As can be seen, 
for each player  (except Dauss) my  RBI number is 
a range of values. The minimum  RBI values for 
Bush (225) and Cobb (525) are pretty  close to 
Neft’s RBI numbers, 222  and 527, respectively. 
The minimum  RBI values for Stanage (178) and 
Veach (636) are significantly  greater  than Neft’s 
RBI numbers, 166 and 621, respectively.
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Table 1. Runs-Batted-In Numbers
for Players on the 1914 Detroit Tigers

 RBIs RBIs   RBIs RBIs
Player (This Work) (Neft) |∆|§ Player (This Work) (Neft) |∆|                       
Del Baker 1 1 — Hugh High 16 17 (1)
(Paddy Baumann) 0 0 — Marty Kavanagh 35 35 —
George Boehler 3 3 — Alex Main 0 0 —
George Burns 54 or 55 57 (2-3) (Ed McCreery) 0 0 —
Donie Bush 27 or 28 32 (4 or 5) Red McKee 9 8 1

Pug Cavet 2 2 — (Fred McMullin) 0 0 —
Ty Cobb 54-58 57 (3)-1 George Moriarty 40-43 40 0-3
Harry Coveleski 11 12 (1) Red Oldham 1 1 —
Sam Crawford 101-104 104 (3)-0 Billy Purtell 4 3 1
Hooks Dauss 6 7 (1) Ross Reynolds 0 0 —

(Ray Demmitt) 0 0 — Oscar Stanage 28-31 25 3-6
Jean Dubuc  9 11 (2) Bobby Veach 77-79 72 5-7
(Del Gainer) 0 0 — Ossie Vitt 9 or 10 8 1 or 2
Marc Hall 0 0 — (Johnie Williams) 0 0 —
Harry Heilmann 18 18 — (Lefty Williams) 0 0 —                       

NOTE: A  player  whose name is enclosed in  parentheses indicates that  the player  had zero 
RBIs and a dozen or fewer at bats.

§ The |∆| column gives the absolute-value difference between  my  RBI number  and Neft’s RBI 
number.  An  entry  enclosed in  parentheses indicates that  my  RBI number  is less than  Neft’s 
RBI number.

HIS JOB LONG AS HE LIVES
  

“It  is his job long as he lives,”  said President 
Baker of the Phillies, in turning over  the 
management to the veteran outfielder. 
Clifford C. Cravath, otherwise known as 
Gavvy and Cactus. He succeeds Jack Coombs.
Cactus, in his eighteenth season in 
professional baseball is hitting .375. He 
started on the coast in 1902 and after  six 
years there went to the Braves and later to 
Chicago and Washington. Minneapolis had 
him  three seasons and then he was taken over 
by  the Phils,  where he has been ever  since. 
The older  he gets the better he hits. He is 37 
years old.
Editor’s note: Cravath’s  tenure as manager 
lasted only 15 months,  after which he lived 
nearly 43 years.

Arizona Republican, July 19, 1919 The Pensacola Journal, September 25, 1908
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Table 2: Detroit Tigers Players with the Longest
CGRUNBI Streaks during the 1913-1919 Period

  RBIs  RBIs
Year Player (full season) CGRUNBI Streak (CGRUNBI Streak)                                      
1913 Eddie Onslow 9 7 9
1914 Sam Crawford 101-104 6 12
1915 Ty Cobb 101-106 6 (Note 1) 7 (Note 1)
1916 Bobby Veach 89 or 90 7 (Note 2) 10 (Note 2)

1917 Ty Cobb 106-108 5 6 (Note 3)
 Harry Heilmann 85-88 5 6

1918 Harry Heilmann 43 4 4
 Bobby Veach 84 4 5

1919 Bobby Veach 97 7 9                                      

NOTES:
(1) Cobb knocked in  one run in  the game on  May  19, and then  (after  an  off-date on  

May  20) had either  0  or  1  or  2  RBIs in  the May  21  game.  He then  drove in at 
least  one run  in  the next six  games (May  22  through  May  27)  before being 
denied an  RBI in  his next game,  the first game of a  double header  on  May  29. 
Thus, if Cobb did have an  RBI in  the May  21  game,  his longest  CGRUNBI streak 
would be an  eight-gamer; otherwise, he achieved a  six-gamer. If Cobb had 1 
RBI in  the May  21  game,  then  he would have batted in  9  runs during  his 8-game 
CGRUNBI streak; if he had 2  RBIs in  the May  21  game,  then  he would have 
batted in 10 runs during his 8-game CGRUNBI streak.

(2) Veach  put  together  his seven-game CGRUNBI streak from  July  24  through  the 
second game on  July  29.  In  the game on  July  23,  Veach had either  0  or  1  RBI. 
Thus, if Veach  had 1  RBI in  the July  23  game,  then  his longest  CGRUNBI streak 
would have been an 8-gamer, during which he would have collected 11 RBIs.

(3) Cobb put  together  his five-game CGRUNBI streak from  July  14  through  July  18 
(first  game). In  the July  17  (first  game) he  had 1  or  2  RBIs.  Thus,  he collected 6 
or 7 RBIs during his CGRUNBI streak.

 (Frank R. Leet)  The Seattle Star, December 18, 1909

The Annual Parade Almost Due
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Table 3A: RBIs Collected by Selected Tigers Players
During the 1913-1919 Seasons in the Deadball Era

  RBIs RBIs 
Player Years (Krabbenhoft) (Neft) |∆|§
                            
Harry Heilmann 1914,1916-1919* 315-320 309 6-11
George Burns 1914-1917 226 - 228 220 6 - 8
Ralph Young 1915-1919* 155-158 157 (2)-1
Marty Kavanagh 1914-1916,1918 95 98 (3)
Bob Jones 1917-1919* 74-76 80 (4-6)

Red McKee 1913-1916 49 or 50 49 0 or 1
Ira Flagstead 1917,1919* 47 or 48 41 6-7
Tubby Spencer 1916-1918 41 40 1
Hugh High 1913-1914 33 33 —
Eddie Ainsmith 1919* 35 or 36 32 3-4

George Harper 1916-1918 33 31 2
Harry Coveleski 1914-1918 25 27 (2)
Del Baker 1914-1916 24-26 22 2-4
Chick Shorten 1919* 26 22 4
Babe Ellison 1916-1919* 21 18 3

Frank Walker 1917-1918 20 20 —                           

§ The |∆| column  gives the absolute-value difference between my  RBI number  and Neft’s 
RBI number. An  entry  enclosed in parentheses indicates that  my  RBI number  is less than 
Neft’s RBI number.

* An asterisk after  the “Years”  entry  indicates that  the player also played for the Tigers after 
1919.

Table 4: RBI Numbers for the Five Tigers Players
Who Played in Each Season from 1913 through 1919

Player 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 Total                                     
Bush 37-38 27-28 46-47 33 23 26 33 225-228
 (40) (32) (44) (34) (24) (22) (26) (222)

Cobb 66 54-58 101-106 68 106-108 62 67 524-535
 (67) (57) (99) (68) (102) (64) (70) (527)

Dauss 9 6 7 5 0 12 13 52
 (7) (7) (6) (5) (2) (11) (14) (52)

Stanage 20 28-31 34-35 34 30 16 16-18 178-184
 (21) (25) (31) (30) (30) (14) (15) (166)

Veach 65-66 77-79 114-115 89-90 110-114 84 97 636-645
 (64) (72) (112) (91) (103) (78) (101) (621)                                    

NOTE: Entries for  the 1913  and 1915-1919  seasons are taken  from  References 2-7; entries for 
1914 are from this work. Neft’s RBI numbers (shown in parentheses) are from Reference 8.
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which took place nearly  two months earlier. Fred 
Toney  of the Cincinnati Reds and Hippo Vaughn 
of the Chicago Cubs were untouchable in the only 
game in  which neither team got a hit over nine 
innings.  Yet, because of the never-to-be 
duplicated set  of circumstances surrounding 
Shore’s achievement, Shore’s feat justifiably 
follows the Merkle game and Game 7  of the 1912 
World Series as the most remembered of the 
Deadball Era.
Then 26-years-old, Shore was anything but a 
pitching  novice. Having pitched superbly  in both 
the 1915 and 1916 World Series, Shore was 
already  a formidable,  if underrated, pitcher. But 
the understated Shore had the misfortune of 
being perpetually  in the shadow of Babe Ruth, 
his onetime roommate. The renown that Shore 
would normally  have received for winning both 
the opening and deciding games of the 1916 
World Series was trumped by  Ruth having 
pitched thirteen shutout innings in Game 2, in 
what Hugh  S. Fullerton wrote in the New York 
Times the next day  was “the greatest  world’s 
series game ever  played, before perhaps the 
greatest crowd that ever  saw  one.” That Ruth was 
buoyed by  great defense during Game 2  or that 
Shore did not give up an earned run while 
pitching  a  complete game in the deciding Game 5 
are details which have been forgotten over time.
Today, as then, Shore’s performance on June 23, 
1917  is seen first and foremost through the lens 
of Ruth.  Even in  Shore’s 1980 obituary  in the 
New York Times,  the two remained linked, with 
the headline “Ernie Shore; Pitched A  Rare 
Perfect Game After Relieving Ruth”  at least 
partially  taking the spotlight away  from the 
former  Red Sox right-hander. In Babe: The 
Legend Comes To Life,  Robert Creamer  offered 
this summary of the dynamic:
“Shore pitched in the minor leagues with him at 
Baltimore and was a better pitcher then than the 
Babe; yet Ruth was adulated far more than 
Shore. When the two of them  were sold together 
to the Boston Red Sox, newspaper  comment  of 
the day  said that the transaction could not help 

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
continued from page 1

but be a good one for the Red Sox because of 
Ruth. But with Boston it was Shore who moved 
right  in as a  starting pitcher, while Ruth faltered 
and was sent back to the minor  leagues again for 
a time…
“In 1917  Shore pitched a perfect game, one of the 
rarest feats in baseball. The Babe started that 
game and was thrown out of it by  the plate 
umpire before getting anyone out. Shore, sent 
hurriedly  to the mound in Ruth’s place, did not 
allow anyone to reach base to reach base in  the 
nine full innings that followed and was credited 
with  a perfect game. Baseball fans are more 
aware of that game because of Ruth than because 
of Shore.  Even then, on his biggest day  in 
baseball, Shore’s solid accomplishment was 
overshadowed by the Babe’s personality.”
Accounts of Ruth’s clash with  umpire Brick 
Owens outline  the same general sequence of 
events but  differ  in the descriptions. In the 
Boston Globe game story  published the next day, 
Ruth reportedly  became agitated over two of the 
pitches called as balls during Morgan’s at-bat. 

Ernie Shore
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“‘Get in there and pitch,’ ordered Owens. ‘Open 
your eyes and keep them open,’ chirped Babe. 
‘Get in and pitch  or  I will run you out of there’ 
was the comeback of the arbiter. ‘You run me out 
and I will come in and bust  you  on the nose,’ 
Ruth threatened. ‘Get out of there now,’ said 
Brick.” The story  then says that catcher Pinch 
Thomas (referred to in  the article as ‘Chester 
Thomas’) tried to get in between Ruth and 
Owens, who was still wearing his mask, but  that 
Ruth began “swinging both hands,” striking 
Owens with his right  hand “behind the left ear.” 
Finally,  “Manager [Jack] Barry  and several 
policemen had to drag Ruth off the field.”
Creamer’s account uses entirely  different 
dialogue: “‘Open your eyes!’ Ruth yelled. ‘Open 
your eyes!’ ‘It’s too early  for you to kick,’ the 
umpire yelled back. ‘Get in there and pitch!’ Ruth 
stomped around the mound angrily, wound up 
and threw again.  ‘Ball four!’ Owens snapped. 
Ruth ran in toward the plate. ‘Why  don’t  you 
open your  god-damned eyes?’ he screamed. ‘Get 
back out  there and pitch,’ Owens shouted, ‘or I’ll 
run you out of the game.’ ‘You run me out of the 
game,  and I’ll bust you  one on the nose.’ Owens 
stepped across the plate and waved his arm. ‘Get 
the hell out of here!’ he cried. ‘You’re through.’
“Ruth rushed him,” continues Creamer. “Chester 
Thomas, the catcher, got  between the angry 
pitcher  and the umpire, but Ruth swung anyway, 
over the catcher’s shoulder. He missed with a 
right,  but a left caught Owens on the back of the 
neck. Ruth was in a frenzy, and Thomas and Jack 
Barry,  who came running to the plate,  had to pull 
him  away  from  the umpire.  A policeman came 
down from the stands and led the still fuming 
Ruth off the field.”
But Ruth’s account in his own autobiography, 
The Babe Ruth Story as told to Bob Considine, 
complicates matters further, as Ruth  incorrectly 
refers to Eddie Foster as the first batter (Foster 
batted second),  says that he threatened to punch 
Owens “on the jaw” (rather than the nose, as 
Creamer cited), and says that Thomas and other 
players dragged him off the field,  without 
mentioning police intervention at all. Writing in 
Sports Illustrated in 1962, Mal Mallette said 

Ruth threw  “a  looping right-hand punch,” while 
noting that some said Ruth punched Owens on 
the jaw while others said that Ruth hit the 
umpire behind the left ear. Perhaps the only 
universally  agreed-upon details are contained in 
one contemporary  headline, which encapsulated 
the events succinctly: “Shore Is Not Hit; Umpire 
Is, by Ruth.”
But what is most unusual about  the Shore game 
is that, for all the attention provided to the 
squabble with Ruth, the on-field action that 
followed is usually  discussed in  much less detail. 
Once again, Shore seems to have been dwarfed 
by  baseball’s most  renowned player and 
character. It is almost as if Shore’s performance, 
though efficient, did not have sufficient color to 
merit much more than platitudes or generalities. 
One representative example, the aforementioned 

Brick Owens
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story  by  Laney: “Allowed only  five warm-up 
pitches, Shore went to work, and when he was 
done two hours later he had achieved that rarest 
of baseball feats, a perfect game.”
The vintage Globe account offers the most 
comprehensive account of the game’s action, 
saying: “Ernie just breezed along calmly.  He 
fielded his position well and was ready  for any  of 
those cantankerous bunts that the opponents 

might try  to lay  down but strange to say  the 
Griffmen were off that  stuff, relying mostly  on 
the slam-bang system. The Carolinian is 
indebted to Scotty  (shortstop Everett Scott) and 
Duffy  Lewis for  making his record. The Bluffton 
Kid robbed (Charlie) Jamieson of a hit in the 
fifth when a hard hit  ball was deflected by  Shore, 
Scotty  being obliged to travel fast. However, he 
made a  one hand pick-up and tossed out  the 
runner.

Ruth and Shore
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“In the seventh, ‘Duff’ went back to his own little 
cliff for  a  bang  from  Morgan and in the final 
frame came in like lightning and speared one 
that (John) Henry  had planted in short left. 
Shore fanned only  two and it  did not seem as if 
he was working  hard. He made a number  of nifty 
plays himself. Barry  closed the game with a 
grand play  on a swinging bunt by  pinch hitter 
(Mike) Menosky. … When later asked about  the 
propriety  of a bunt—swinging or not—late in  a 
no-hitter,  Shore was unfazed, saying: “That’s the 
way  (manager) Clark Griffith was. He never  gave 
the opponents a thing.”
In a  May  21,  1952 interview  published in The 
Sporting News, Shore said: “I’ve never  seen a 
more helpless team  in baseball than Washington 
was that day. They  hardly  got the ball out of the 
infield all day.” Shore, though, said years later 
that his best game was a  13-inning, 1-0 victory 
against the Detroit Tigers in 1915. “If my  fastball 
was breaking, I could beat anybody,” he said.
Originally  considered a perfect game since Shore 
retired 27  consecutive batters after  entering the 
game,  including the one baserunner that he 
inherited, the game was later changed to a 
combined no-hitter  following a re-evaluation by 
Major  League Basebal l in 1991  under 
Commissioner Fay  Vincent’s direction. Given the 
question that  persisted from the start of how 
Shore could have pitched a perfect game when he 
did not pitch a complete game, he said: “I don’t 
know what they  meant when they  said I didn’t 
pitch a complete game. But how complete is 
complete? You have to get 27  men out  and I got 
26  and the other was retired when I was 
pitching. No other pitcher retired a single 
batter.”
Just as Harvey  Haddix would no longer be 
credited with a no-hitter in a game in which he 
allowed a hit, Shore would not be listed as a 
pitcher  who threw a perfect game since one 
runner  did reach base.  Though no longer  the 
third pitcher  of the modern era, following Cy 
Young and Addie Joss, to pitch a perfect game, 
Shore noted that the novelty  of the game itself 
would make his effort more well-remembered 
than the perfect game of, say, Charlie Robertson.

Following his retirement, Shore served as sheriff 
of Fulton County  in North Carolina, a position in 
which he served for 36 years. He was the first 
sheriff in North  Carolina to equip police cars 
with  two-way  radios, according to the New  York 
Times, and also became president of the State 
Sheriff’s Association. The baseball park in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina was also named 
in Shore’s honor.
Laney  reported in 1961  that the 69-year  old 
Shore and "the slim  young man of Fenway  in 
front of whom  life stretched so pleasantly  in  1917 
is the same.” Shore’s fame from baseball also 
extended into his post-playing life: “Practically 
everyone has heard of me,” said Shore.  “If I have 
to pick up a  prisoner  in some remote spot, I 
generally  get special treatment  I wouldn’t get 
otherwise.  People are always asking me about 
that game. I can’t  say  I really  mind.”  In the 
second game of that doubleheader, incidentally, 
Dutch Leonard pitched a complete game against 
Walter Johnson while the Senators got only  four 
hits.
“Ernie Shore had pitched many  a fine game for 
Boston, including World Series victories, but  he 
never  had and never would pitch another game 
such  as this one,”  said Laney. “Say  his name 
anywhere that baseball is known about, and this 
one day  at Fenway  will spring to mind.” Perfect 
game or  not, Shore’s remarkable performance 
from one-hundred years ago remains one of the 
most distinctive moments of the Deadball Era 
and, much like the Merkle game, offers a 
confluence of events that baseball fans surely  will 
never witness again.

Convicted of playing baseball on Sunday, 
Jake Daubert, first baseman for the Dodgers, 
was released on a suspended sentence 
yesterday  in the court of special sessions of 
Brooklyn.  Daubert was arrested by  policemen 
in  civilian clothes while a baseball game was 
in progress on Sunday, April 12.

New London Day, May 7, 1914
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 (Ferd G. Long)  The (New York) Evening World, April 13, 1904

Editor’s note: The Importance of Mister Peewee is considered one of the first (if not the first) daily 
newspaper comic strips, running daily for nearly five months beginning in December of 1903.  
Several artists drew the strip during its run, with this day credited to Ferg. G. Long. Long 
contributed to at least fifty strips in the first decades of the 20th century, primarily through The 
Evening World.


