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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
merry month of May to 
pursue a number of topics 
of interest. 

 
 

INQUIRIES 
 

"Two Old Cat" 
Priscilla Astifan sent a cla-
rification of a March 24 
post and asked for di-
rection to any discussions 
held on the persistence of 
archaic forms of the game 
into post-New York Rules 
times. 
 

Doc Adams on the 
baseball family. 

Quoting from Adams' ad-
dress to the NABBP meet-
ing of March 1860, Rich-
ard Hershberger examined 
Adams' statement that the 
New York Rules were one 
variation among may in 
the early game. 
 
meaning of "for the 

bat" 
David Ball speculated on 
the meaning of a phrase 
from the Knickerbocker 
rules of 1845, touching off 
a series of posts which ex-
plored the original ques-
tion and other points 
concerning the develop-
ment of the pitcher, such 
as the adversary relation-

ship of the pitcher and bat-
ter. Besides David, con-
tributions were received 
from Richard Hershberger 
Bob Tholkes, John Thorn, 
Jack Little, and George 
Thompson. 

 
Base-Ball at the round 

Hill School c. 1828 
and 

Early Bat and Ball 
Games at Harvard 

 
Deb Shattuck posted two 
items from an 1886 
source; the first lists base-
ball as one of the games 
played at a school offering 
physical education as part 
of its curriculum, and the 
second quotes a number of 
Harvard regulations dat-
ing from 1738 which 
mentions that bat and ball 
games were played. 
 

FORUM 
 

1853: antedating 
baseball as the 
national game 

Quoting extensively from a 
New York Sunday Mer-
cury piece, Richard Hersh-
berger reiterated his long-
held opinion that early re-
ferences to baseball as the 
national game did not 
mean the New York Rules 
version. John Thorn notes 
that he expressed the same 
conclusion in the recently-
published Baseball in The 
Garden of Eden. An exten-
sive discussion among 
Richard, John, Deb Shat-
tuck, and David Ball fol-

lowed, touching on base 
ball's outstripping of crick-
et in popular favor, on the 
relationship between the 
Knickerbockers' game and 
other early forms, on the 
usefulness of the phrase 
"national pastime", in the 
course of which Deb post-
ed an 1859 discussion in 
Harper's Weekly about 
whether base ball was 
widely played in the 
United States. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

NO BASE BALL AT 
WASHINGTON 

COLLEGE, HARTFORD? 
In My College Days, Ro-
bert Tomes, later a phy-
sician and writer, declared 
sardonically , "We played 
no out-door games, re-
garding cricket and foot 
and base ball, and other 
such invigorating pas-
times, as quite below the 
dignity of collegiate stu-
dents." The rest of the 
paragraph made it clear 
that Tomes wished they 
had played those games. 
At the least, they were 
aware of such sports, even 
if snobbery prevailed. 
Tomes attended Washing-
ton College (later Trinity 
College) in Hartford, Con-
necticut sometime in the 
mid-1830s, Robert Tomes, 
My College Days (New 



York: Harper and Bro-
thers, 1880), p. 56 

 
EARLY 1800s GEORGIA 

BALL PLAY 
The biographer of James 
Osgood Andrew, a Meth-
odist minister throughout 
the South, wrote of his 
subject's ball play at an 
Old Field school in Cedar 
Creek, Elbert County, 
Georgia: "They knew noth-
ing of base-ball or cricket, 
but cat and sock it, and 
bull-pen, and town-ball, 
and [prisoner's] base...; 
indeed, every sport to tax 
the muscles and develop 
them they enjoyed." An-
drew was born in 1794, so 
the reference is undoubt-
edly to the first decade of 
the nineteenth century. 
Rev. George G. Smith, The 
Life and Letters of James 
Osgood Andrew (Nash-
ville, TN: Southern Meth-
odist Publishing House, 
1882), p. 27 
 

HENRY CLARKE 
WRIGHT RECONSIDERS 

BALL PLAY 
In his 1849 autobiography 
Human Life, abolitionist 
and reformer Henry Clarke 
Wright wrote fondly of his 
youthful ball play exper-
iences --at first. "Playing 
ball was a favorite pas-
time," he stated. In anoth-
er passage, he wondered 
why something that didn't 
injure him morally, such 
as playing ball on any day 
other than Sunday, was a 
sin on the Sabbath. But 
later in his life, Wright 
began to feel guilty about 
such play: "Wrestling run-
ning and jumping, playing 
ball, and the like-- games 
of which I was extremely 
fond, and which, as I play-
ed them, brought me into 
direct competition with ot-

hers for the mastery-- were 
all hurtful to my spirit, 
however they may have 
tended to give strength 
and health to my body." 
Wright then wished some-
one would invent a sport 
that promoted benevo-
lence rather than what he 
termed selfishness. Henry 
Clarke Wright, by the way, 
played his ball games in 
the early 1800s in Hart-
wick, New York, six miles 
down the road from Coop-
erstown. Henry C. Wright, 
Human Life: Illustrated 
by My Individual Exper-
iences as a Child, a Youth, 
and a Man (Boston: Bela, 
Marsh, 1849), pp. 41, 46, 
and 81-82 
 
MORE ANTEBELLUM 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 

BALL PLAY 
In a book mostly about the 
Susquehanna River region, 
Mrs. George A. Perkins 
included a reminiscence by 
a missionary named Mrs. 
Clement Paine, who along 
with her family traveled 
through Tennessee in 
1818. At one point near 
Knoxville, Mrs. Paine 
encountered a group of 
white children and blacks, 
presumably slaves, playing 
ball and spouting profan-
ity, all in violation of the 
Sabbath. "While the child-
ren of the family and the 
negroes formed a common 
group in playing ball and 
swearing," she remarked, 
"I collected my children 
around me and we alter-
nately read aloud in our 
Bibles." There was no de-
scription of which ball 
game, but apparently both 
races played together. How 
frequent this pattern was 
is also unclear. Mrs. 
George A. Perkins, Early 
Times on the Susquehanna 

(Binghampton, New York: 
Malette and Reid, Printers, 
1870), p. 266 

 
BALL PLAY IN NATCHEZ 

IN THE 1840s 
William Johnson, a free 
black who ran a barbering 
business in Natchez, Mis-
sissippi, noted in his diary 
on August 1, 1843: "We 
went Out as far as Mrs 
Paines fence and then 
Came back and Stopd, 
played ball a while &c." 
Ah, another one of those 
mysterious et ceteras! 
What ball game they play-
ed is unclear, but two years 
earlier in May, 1841, John-
son witnessed what he 
called wicket: "I rode Out 
this afternoon on my old 
Black Horse and there I 
found a number of men 
playing at wicket. Some 
were shooting [at marks] 
and some were playing...." 
Johnson may have been 
referring to cricket, how-
ever, because a cricket club 
had arrived in Natchez by 
that time and Johnson 
twice mentioned the club 
and its grounds. [William 
Johnson], William John-
son's Natchez: The Ante-
Bellum Diary of a Free 
Negro. William Ransom 
Hogan and Edwin Adams 
Davis, eds., 2 vols. (Port 
Washington, New York: 
Kennikat Press, 1968 
[1951]), vol. 1, pp. 332-333, 
337, 387 and 443 
 
TENNESSEE BALL PLAY 

IN 1795 
In his Saturday, August 22, 
1795, diary entry, future 
Tennessee Governor John 
Sevier recorded this bit of 
ball play around Knoxville: 
"played at ball self & son 
John vs. Messrs. Aitken 
and Anderson beat them 
four Games." It is unclear 



what ball game they play-
ed, but a diary editor in 
1919 surmised that they 
were playing a version of 
cat because there were 
only four participants. 
Another more recent edi-
tor speculated it might 
have been fives. Sevier's 
diary is quite sketchy, so 
it's impossible to tell if this 
was an infrequent occur-
rence or whether he in-
dulged in ball play at other 
occasions. John H. Dewitt, 
ed., "Journal of John 
Sevier," Tennessee Histor-
ical Magazine, v. 5, n. 3 
(October, 1919), p. 179 
 

GIRLS PLAYED A 
BASEBALL-TYPE GAME 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA IN 

THE 1820s 
 Samuel McGill, a Wil-
liamsburg County physic-
ian, recorded in his re-
miniscences that at noon 
recesses, the school's girls 
joined in the recreation, 
including a baseball-type 
game: "In 'baseball' they 
[the girls] used their 
aprons to catch the flying 
ball, and it was amusing to 
see them scattered around 
the play ground, running 
about with their stretched 
aprons to catch the ball, 
and when caught to pitch 
or roll it to the nearest by 
on their side, being good 
catchers but no slingers." 
(McGill's quotation marks 
on the word baseball.) 
McGill then went on to 
describe the local baseball-
type games in the late 
1820s in his eastern South 
Carolina county: "Baseball 
was played with paddles, 
having a dozen or more 
base stretches, and using a 
game ball such as was 
played against a house. In 
another school this game 
was called "Town Ball," 

played with round sticks 
and a solid India rubber 
ball, which some of the 
boys could send high up in 
the air, falling to the 
ground a hundred yards or 
more from the home base." 
McGill then remembered 
one particular game: "In 
one of these games Sam 
[the author] was running 
around, and Davy Frier-
son, being out in the field 
and a great thrower, threw 
the ball at him, which, 
striking him on the temple, 
felled him to the ground, 
and before he could rise 
Davy came running up and 
saying in a sorrowful way, 
"Oh, Cousin Sam, I didn't 
go to do it." Samuel D. 
McGill, Narrative of Re-
miniscences in Williams-
burg County (Kingstree, 
South Carolina: Kingstree 
Lithographic Press, 1952), 
pp. 30-32 
 
SOME MORE WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA BALL 
PLAY IN THE 1830S AND 

1840S 
Looking back on his boy-
hood, Pennsylvania mer-
chant and politician Wil-
liam G. Johnston included 
playing ball among "such 
as boys in general indulge 
in" at his Pittsburgh school 
in the late 1830s. He 
bemoaned the fact that 
lameness in those days had 
prevented him from play-
ing "the most active sports 
requiring sound limbs and 
quick motions" and con-
signed him to marbles and 
quieter amusements. By 
the early 1840s, however, 
recovered from his lame-
ness or not, Johnston be-
came a student at Belle 
Vernon Academy in Fay-
ette County. There, accord-
ing to his memoir, ball 
play was common: "Ball-

playing was among our 
sports, and all the boys 
took a hand at it after 
recitation in the summer 
and fall months." William 
G. Johnston, Life and 
Reminiscences from Birth 
to Manhood of Wm. G. 
Johnston (New York: The 
Knickerbocker Press, 1901) 
pp. 110-111 and 150 

 
TOWN BALL IN 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS IN 
THE 1820s 

In his memoir, Growing 
Up with Southern Illinois 
Daniel Harmon Brush 
stated that as boys in the 
1820s, during his "out of 
school hours we played the 
games of boyhood then 
known to us," which in-
cluded "town ball." Daniel 
Harmon Brush, Growing 
Up with Southern Illinois 
1820 to 186, Milo Milton 
Quaife, ed. (Chicago: The 
Lakeside Press, 1944), p. 
37 

 
BALL PLAY IN EARLY 

TENNESSEE 
While writing a memoir of 
his preacher father, Elder 
Reuben Ross, James Ross 
remembered that when 
they moved to Stewart 
County, Tennessee around 
1808, there were hardly 
any restrictions on Sab-
bath recreation: "After 
breakfast in summer we 
would repair to our play-
ground in some secluded 
place under the shady 
trees and spend several 
hours...playing at ball 
[among other games]," 
Ross recalled. And inter-
estingly, according to him, 
the sport was open to Af-
rican Americans, too: "The 
black boys were permitted 
to join us on terms of 
perfect equality." James 



Ross, Life and Times of 
Elder Reuben Ross (Phila-
delphia: Grant, Faires, and 
Rodgers, 1882), p. 190 

 
ROUND STAKES 

Reminiscing about his 
youth in Plymouth, Lu-
zerne County, Pennsylvan-
ia, Samuel L. French wrote 
about a game he called 
"round stakes," which he 
claimed was the original 
form of baseball: "There 
being considerable space 
in the roadway between 
the schoolhouse and the 
swing gate, that was a fav-
orite spot on which men 
and boys would meet to 
play "round stakes," which 
was the original baseball 
game. In these  contests, 
Eb. [probably Ebenezer] 
and Dow Rinus, both wiry 
athletes, were always the 
star players, and with one  
of them at the bat and the 
other as pitcher, there was 
always some lively action." 
French was born in 1839, 
which would places these 
games in the 1840s and 
early 1850s. The word 
"stakes" suggests that the 
was a form of town ball, 
and the term "round" 
seems to link it with a 
variety of other round ball 
games.Samuel Livingston 
French, Reminiscences of 
Plymouth, Luzerne Coun-
ty, PA (Plymouth, Penn-
sylvania: pvt. ptg. 1915), p. 
16 
 
CHARLOTTESVILLE 

BALL PLAY 
Although the famous Char-
lottesville resident Thomas 
Jefferson always counseled 
against games of ball, later 
citizens apparently disre-
garded his advice. In a 
collection of reminiscences 
spanning 1828 to 1874, 
James Alexander recalled: 

"On the vacant lot adjoin-
ing the hotel there was a 
battery; where men and 
boys played ball; quoits 
were pitched and marbles 
played. It was not unusual 
to see men of fifty and 
boys of ten or twelve play-
ing together. This was a 
general resort for recrea-
tion, especially for two or 
three hours before sun-
set." Alexander didn't spe-
cify the period in which 
these games occurred, but 
it is reasonable to surmise 
they could have been as 
early as the late 1820s. 
Mary Rawlings, ed., Early 
Charlottesville: Recollec-
tions of James Alexander 
1828-1874 (Charlottesville, 
Virginia: Albemarle Coun-
ty Historical Society, 1942) 
p. 17 

 
NATHANIEL 

HAWTHORNE ON THE 
DL 

As a boy in Salem, the fu-
ture American writer, Na-
thaniel Hawthorne, appa-
rently played some bat and 
ball. When his son, Julian, 
who later played some ball 
in his own childhood, as-
sembled materials for a 
biography of his father, he 
was told, "Your father was 
lame a long time from an 
injury received while play-
ing bat-and-ball. His foot 
pined away, and was 
considerably smaller than 
the other." While the foot 
healed, the already book-
ish Nathaniel immersed 
himself in reading. Some 
of Hawthorne's other bio-
graphers ignore the epi-
sode, but one scholar 
dated the injury to No-
vember 10, 1813 when the 
boy "was hit on the leg 
while playing 'bat and 
ball.'" This may have 
dampened Hawthorne's 

taste for ball sports. There 
is a reference to him ob-
serving ball play at Fort-
ress Monroe during the 
Civil War (see Larry 
McCray's Civil War Work-
ing Chronology, Note #30, 
part of the Protoball Pro-
ject), but there seems to be 
no record of him and ball 
play as a college student at 
Bowdoin during the years 
when fellow student Hen-
ry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
famously claimed that ball 
playing was ubiquitous. 
Julian Hawthorne, Na-
thaniel Hawthorne and 
His Wife: A Biography, 2 
vols. (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin and Co., 1884), vol. 
1, p. 100 and Edward 
Haviland Miller, Salem Is 
My Dwelling Place: A Life 
of Nathaniel Hawthorne 
(Iowa City, Iowa: Univer-
sity of Iowa Press, 1991), p. 
47 

 
HARVARD STUDENT 
REFERS TO HIS 

BATTING BALL IN 1814 
In a letter to his father on 
April 24, 1814, Harvard 
student Stephen Salisbury, 
Jr., Class of 1817, asked, 
"Will you please Sir to 
send me my English 
Grammar and batting 
ball." Salisbury, Sr. else-
where had counseled his 
son to minimize amuse-
ments, but the lad played 
football, skated, engaged 
in snowball fights and 
other recreations as well as 
some sort of bat and ball 
game. Benjamin Thomas 
Hill, Life at Harvard a 
Century Ago As Illustrated 
by the Letters and Papers 
of Stephen Salisbury, 
Class of 1817 [(Worcester, 
Massachusetts: The Davis 
Press, 1910), p.18 
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