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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER by Peter Mancuso 

V ersions of base 
ball were 
played in the 
Dakota Terri-

tory since at least the early 
1870s. When Bismarck 
was still known as Edwin-
ton (the name was changed 
by the Northern Pacific 
Railroad to attract German 
investors), base ball was 
played in the city and at the 
military posts at nearby 
Fort Rice and Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln. The ball 
playing wasn't of particu-
larly high quality, but there 
was a great deal of enthusi-
asm and excitement among 
players and fans. Before 
North and South Dakota 

gained statehood in 1889, 
one of the ways in which 
settlers in the territory con-
sidered themselves a part 
of the United States was by 
playing America's 
“national game.” 
     Settlers in the Bismarck 
area brought various ver-
sions of bat and ball games 
with them they had learned 
previously. In an 1886 
game, a player named 
Moorhouse was quoted as 
saying “he hadn't played 
much of the new-fangled 
base ball, but when he went 
to school he was a dandy at 
three-old-cat.”  In the same 
game, Moorhouse called 
for a “hip ball” indicating 

they were playing under 
rules which allowed the 
batter to indicate where 
he wanted the pitcher to 
deliver the ball. In 1889, 
two rural nines got to-
gether on the Bismarck 
grounds and played a 
game “for a liberal purse” 
under rules they knew as 
barn ball. The 65-33 final 
score was highlighted by 
“many exciting chases 
after the ball.” 
     The earliest baseball 
in the Dakota Territory 
was played at the military 
forts in the region that 
were established to pro-
tect settlers and the work-

(Continued on page 2) 

Baseball in the Dakotas– 1870s by Terry Bohn 

F rederick Ivor-
Campbell 19th 
Century Base Ball 
Conference:  I am 

writing this column a few 
weeks earlier than I did last 
year, so instead of having 
only one seat left at the con-
ference at the time I wrote 
this piece last year, this 
year, being earlier, we still 
have a handful of seats left.  
However, if you are consid-

ering attending, act quickly 
by calling or emailing me 
to see if there are still 
spaces available, 215-862-
2887 or peter-
plus4@earthlink.net.  A 
copy of the final Confer-
ence Program & Schedule 
is on the final pages of this 
newsletter.  
This year’s conference, be-
sides having another stellar 
line-up of research presen-

tations, a panel discus-
sion, a special presenta-
tion, a luncheon keynote 
address, a book signing 
session and a member 
spotlight interview, we, 
for the first time will 
have an opportunity to 
witness a piece of real 
Cooperstown history. 
Our conference this year 
will take place during a 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Dakota Baseball– 1870s (cont.) 

ers who were building the North-
ern Pacific Railroad westward. 
Soldiers learned the game as boys 
growing up in the East or during 
their service in the Civil War.   
     Captain Fredrick Benteen was 
assigned to the newly-formed 
Seventh Calvary, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel 
George Armstrong Custer at Fort 
Rice, thirty miles downriver from 
Fort Abraham Lincoln (near pre-
sent day Bismarck, North Dakota) 
in the Dakota Territory. In 1873, 
he organized the Benteen Base 
Ball Club, representing Company 
H.  Another base ball club was 
formed at Fort Lincoln called the 
Actives, made up of members of 
Company L.  Between 1873 and 
1876 the clubs played against 
other military squads as well as 
civilian teams. 
     Benteen's soldiers purchased 
over a dozen bats and baseballs, 
and according to their own record, 
won twelve out of seventeen 
games with other units.  The Ben-
teens beat E Company's picked 
nine, which was made up of mem-
bers of the infantry garrison at 
Fort Randall, Dakota Territory.  
The local Yankton Press and Da-
kotaian, stated “Neither club 
played up to their standard owing 
to the high wind.”  When the Ben-
teens lost a game featuring plenty 
of betting to the First Infantry, 
based in Fort Randall, the Yankton 
Press reported “It is hoped that 
these two nines will meet again 
soon, as a large amount of money 
will probably change hands in 
such an event.” 

(Continued from page 1)      While on the Black Hills Ex-
pedition in 1874, the Actives 
defeated the Benteens 11- 6 in a 
game of base ball on the site of 
present-day Custer, South Da-
kota, near Rapid City. Custer did 
not witness the contest as he and 
a small party of men were off 
climbing nearby Harney's Peak 
on the day of the game. But, 
Trooper Theodore Ewert, a 

member of the Seventh Cavalry, 
wrote this account in his diary 
“The soldiers wiled away the 
long summer day with a game of 
base ball, a genuine Black Hills 
first, including a dispute over the 
umpire's impartiality.”  On the 
same day, July 31, 1874, Briga-
dier General Joseph Green Til-
ford wrote in his journal “On the 
occasion of Custer and the press 
being absent from camp, the 
troopers had a ball game.” 
     The July 31 game was the 

first of a series of three games be-
tween these two teams.  The Ben-
teens won the second game, also 
played in the Black Hills, by a 
score of 16 to 11, but there is no 
record of the third and deciding 
game having taken place.  How-
ever, there are references to even 
earlier base ball games on military 
forts in the Dakota Territory.  In 
May of 1874 the officers at Fort 
Buford (near present day Willis-
ton, North Dakota) put up a purse 
of $100 for which the post base 
ball clubs were to play a series of 
games.  There are no written re-
cords of the results of these ball 
games. 
     Captain Benteen, and Com-
pany H under his command, was 
transferred to New Orleans in 
1875.  During that summer, two 
teams calling themselves the 
“Alerts” and the “Nameless” 
played base ball at Fort Lincoln.  
Benteen and Company H returned 
to the Dakota Territory, and in 
1876 Custer led the Seventh Cal-
vary on another expedition west-
ward, this time to quell an Indian 
uprising in Montana. Benteen was 
the commander of three columns 
of soldiers during the Battle of the 
Little Big Horn, also known as 
“Custer’s Last Stand” in June of 
1876.  Benteen survived the battle 
but his unit, and members of the 
post base ball clubs, sustained 
heavy casualties. 
     The best player on the Actives 
was First Sergeant John McCurry, 
a pitcher who reportedly had pro-
fessional aspirations.  McCurry 
suffered a gunshot wound to his 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fredrick Benteen 
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Dakota Baseball– 1870s (cont.) 

left shoulder during the battle.  A 
second baseman named Williams 
had signed a contract to play ball 
for Pittsburgh after his enlistment 
was up.  He was also wounded, 
and never played for Pittsburgh.  
Two other ballplayers, Alex and 
Charlie Bishop, also sustained 
wounds that day. The only other 
known members of Benteen’s 
Base Ball Club were Private Wil-
liam Davis and a shortstop named 
Andrew Burt.  Nothing is known 
of their fate at the Little Big Horn. 
     After the Seventh Cavalry was 
decimated at the Battle of the Lit-
tle Big Horn, there is no further 
record of the Benteen Base Ball 
Club. The Fort Lincoln Actives 
are not mentioned again until 
1879 when they came into Bis-
marck to play the local team, the 
Blue Stockings, in a July 4 con-
test. In this game there were sev-
eral horse races going on near the 
ball grounds, and the umpire 
called time out before the start of 
each race to allow the ball players 
to place their bets on their favorite 
horses. 
     After the discovery of gold in 
the Black Hills, Bismarck, on 
what was known as the “Custer 
Route”, became a major overland 
freight shipping center. Also, in 
1873, the Northern Pacific Rail-
road reached the eastern bank of 
the Missouri River, and conse-
quently the city grew very rapidly.  
The base ball teams at Fort Lin-
coln played against other military 
posts and local nines, implying 
teams from Bismarck were play-
ing base ball against the soldiers 

(Continued from page 2) shortly after the city was 
founded. 
     The first written record of a 
base ball game in northern Da-
kota Territory took place in Bis-
marck on August 10, 1873. The 
“Bismarck and Camp Hancock 
Base Ball Club” defeated the “D 
Company, 20th Infantry, Base 
Ball Club” of nearby Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln. Camp Hancock, 
another of the military forts es-
tablished to protect Northern Pa-
cific Railroad workers, was lo-
cated within the city of Bis-
marck. The score of the game 
remains unknown, but appar-
ently the Bismarck club won the 
game as team captain A. J. 
Smith wrote a letter to the editor 
of the Bismarck Tribune con-
gratulating the soldiers on their 
“gentlemanly conduct and good 
playing … although unfortunate 
enough to be beaten.”  It was 
implied that there may have been 
earlier games for the Bismarck 
club as the same story stated      
“ … we have never before 
played a club with so little ill 
feeling being shown on either 
side.” 
     On July 4, 1877, a team made 
up of local merchants defeated a 
team composed of county offi-
cers by a score of 27 to 2.  M. B. 
Doyle, captain of the county of-
ficers nine, wrote a letter to the 
editor in both the July 9 and July 
13 issues of the Bismarck Trib-
une in which he suggested one 
of the reasons for the defeat on 
Independence Day was that “the 
ladies of the picnic committee 
required the services of some of 

our most worthy officials and best 
players.” This game also offered 
the first suggestion of profession-
alism in the territory as Doyle ac-
cused the merchants of hiring six 
salaried professional players, one 
of whom reportedly drew a salary 
of $1,400 from an Indianapolis 
club, and stated “a stranger would 
think that it was the White Stock-
ings of Chicago that had come to 
display their skill upon the dia-
mond.” He could offer no defini-
tive proof to back up his claim, 
but suggested that in future games 
between the two teams, “the mer-
chants nine will confine them-
selves to those in mercantile pur-
suits.” 

This book is the result of one 
man’s twenty-year quest to solve 
some of baseball’s most enduring 
mysteries--the "cold cases" of ma-
jor leaguers about whom virtually 
nothing is known. (In many in-
stances, the various baseball ency-
clopedias list only their names and 
one other word: "deceased.") 
Some of these mysterious players 
had negligible professional careers 
and their time on a major league 
diamond was more the result of 
good fortune than anything else; 
others were stars in their day and 
then vanished.  

Peter Morris’ “Cracking 
Baseball’s Hard Cases” re-
leased by McFarland 



PAGE 4 NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES SPRING 2013 

Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 
first ever, Bud Fowler Day, and 
our conference attendees have 
been invited by the Village of 
Cooperstown, New York to attend 
the ceremony.   The entrance to 
Doubleday Field on Chestnut 
Street will be named Fowler 
Way, in honor of the first profes-
sional African-American 19th-
century player who played and 
managed for over twenty years 
and who spent his boyhood years 
growing up in Cooperstown.  The 
dedication ceremony will take 
place at 4:00 pm on Saturday and 
will be immediately followed by a 
walk down Fowler Way on the 
first base side of Doubleday Field 
to the unveiling of a kiosk.  
On Sunday, April 21st, the Village 

of Cooperstown will host pro-
gramming on Bud Fowler begin-
ning at 10:AM in the Bullpen 
Theater at the HOF. Cooperstown 
Graduate Program students will 
discuss their research on Bud 
Fowler. 
 

     Annual Business Committee 
Meeting at SABR 43:  As all of 
you know by now SABR’s 43rd 
National Convention is being 
held in Philadelphia from 

Wednesday, July 31st through 
Sunday, August 4th (keep watch-
ing the SABR website and 
SABR-L for complete details as 
they are finalized).  As usual, 
our Nineteenth Century Commit-
tee’s annual business meeting 
will take place during the SABR 
Convention (date, time, and 
meeting room to be announced). 
     I am privileged, to be a mem-
ber of SABR’s Connie Mack 
Chapter and the SABR 43 
Planning Committee which is 
under the very capable co-
chairmanship of Seamus Kear-
ney and Dick Rosen.  Having 
the inside track on SABR 43, I 
can tell you that it will be one 
whale of a convention: a great 
hotel to stay, The Marriott Cen-
ter City; a great ballpark to see a 
game, Citizens Bank Park; a 
great MLB organization, to work 
with, The Philadelphia Phillies 

and wonderful SABR leadership 
lending their full expertise and 
support!  DON’T MISS THIS 
ONE! 
          
     Overlooked 19th Century 
Baseball Legends Project:  For 
the past four years, our Spring is-
sue of this newsletter has con-
tained the biographical profiles of 
our ten annual candidates for that 
year’s committee-wide-election of 
our Overlooked 19th Century 
Baseball Legend.  You may have 
already noticed that this issue is 
devoid of a slate of candidates that 
we normally voted on in late May 
or early June.  There are several a 
reasons for this change. 
     First, starting this year, as most 
of you know, we have expanded 
the Overlooked 19th Century 
Baseball Legends Project, provid-
ing for greater Nineteenth Century 
Committee members’ involve-
ment of the selection of the final 
ten candidates by building in a 
preliminary selection process that 
took place back in late January-
early February .     
     This called for the preparation 
and publication of biographical 
profiles of 25 “Primary Candi-
dates” and an expanded process to 
nominate future candidates.  All 
of this required a separate on-line 
broadcast to our members apart 
from our regular newsletter.  The 
participation in that “Primary 
Election” brought over 250 (about 
one third) of our committee mem-
bers to the polling survey website 
producing a first class field of ten 
final candidates. 
     Second, again beginning this 
year, the Nineteenth Century 

Bud Fowler 
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Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 

expanded biographical profiles 
of the final ten candidates our 
committee selected.   And, by all 
means, watch for the final elec-
tion announcements in early 
June and be certain to vote for 
your top choices. 
     Finally, in what has become 
an annual tradition, the results of 
the election of the 2013 Over-
looked 19th Century Baseball 
Legend will be announced at our 
Nineteenth Century Committee’s 
annual business meeting during 
SABR 43.   
 
     Greatest Games Book Pro-
ject:  I am fully expecting our 

Nineteenth Century Committee’s 
book, Inventing Baseball: The 
100 Greatest Games of the Nine-
teenth Century, a SABR publica-
tion to be available from SABR as 
both an e-book and paperback 
(Print On Demand – POD) and 
available to both the general pub-
lic and to SABR members (at a 
member discount) well in advance 
SABR 43.  I also anticipate that 
most of the book’s contributors 
will be attending SABR 43, which 
will give SABR members who 
purchase the book an opportunity 
to have their copies signed in 
Philadelphia during SABR 43.  

Committee’s selected field of ten 
candidates through the Primary 
Election process has now created 
a slate of Overlooked 19th Century 
Baseball Legends candidates that 
will be made available to SABR’s 
entire membership to vote on this 
June. 
     Now this committee’s ten se-
lected candidates for consideration 
for the 2014 Overlooked 19th Cen-
tury Baseball Legend will be pre-
sented to SABR’s entire member-
ship in a SABR-wide-election.  
Keep watching for our postings on 
the SABR website, SABR-L and 
19cBB@yahoogroups in mid May 
so that you can review the new 

From the Blog of Dorothy Jane Mills 

C ommittee member 
Dorothy Jane Mills pro-
duces a blog on her 
web site at 

www.dorothyjanemills.com. On 
February 19, 2013 she posted the 
item below. Did anyone ever think 
there would be any sort of para-
graph that included Al Spalding, 
Danica Patrick, and Andrew 
Freedman? 
 
Two baseball people are failing to 
get the recognition they would 
have gotten a hundred years 
ago.Rockford, Ill. Is boasting that 
Danica Patrick, of racing fame, is 
a native of that city. What hap-
pened to Albert Goodwill Spal-
ding? He hailed from that city, 
too, and in 1911 he published his 
landmark book, America's Na-

tional Game. Everyone con-
nected with baseball knew of his 
multifaceted career as profes-
sional player, club owner, league 
eminence, and sporting goods 
magnate. How fleeting is fame! 
     In the case of another base-

ball man, Andrew Freedman, his 
name is being touted by The 
New York Times, but not in con-
nection with baseball. The Times 
calls him a "philanthropist," 
which he was, but those of us 

who know baseball history realize 
that he is the same Andrew Freed-
man who in 1895 became the 
principal owner of the New York 
Giants of the National League, the 
same man who was eventually 
forced out because the other club 
owners didn't like his management 
style.  
     Now the New York Times is 
writing to inform us that his gor-
geous house on the Grand Con-
course in the Bronx is being made 
into a luxury hotel, "The Andrew 
Freedman Home." [Photo on left]
Too bad the developers didn't 
make it into a hostelry redone 
with baseball decor. It might have 
attracted well-to-do fans attending 
games at the new Yankee Sta-
dium. They missed a chance to 
create the ultimate "man cave." 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/nyregion/the-bronx-as-destination-new-hoteliers-hope-so.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/nyregion/the-bronx-as-destination-new-hoteliers-hope-so.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/nyregion/the-bronx-as-destination-new-hoteliers-hope-so.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/nyregion/the-bronx-as-destination-new-hoteliers-hope-so.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0�
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Snippets from the Past– Courtesy of Marty Payne & Bob Tholkes 

F rom time-to-time folks 
send us bits and pieces of 
research finds. If you 
have ever worked 

through a reel of microfilm look-
ing for baseball-related items you 
stumble across interesting but un-
related pieces of history or con-
temporary comment. 
     Here are some of these types of 
findings from Marty Payne and 
Bob Tholkes. Marty sends us 
items from various Eastern Shore 
of Maryland findings. Bob has 
culled material from the New 
York Sunday Mercury in 1863. 
 
From Marty Payne: 
 
"As soon as the spring sun draws 
the frost out of the hands of the 
idle boys and half-grown men 
who loaf about the streets, the nui-
sance of throwing base-balls about 
our thorough fares-to the terror of 
ladies and small children com-
mences." (Chestertown Transcript, 
April 13, 1872) 
 
"The merchant left his counter, the 
carpenter dropped his tools, and 
the professional men forsook their  
Offices for the base ball field.” 
 (Dorchester Democrat-News, Au-
gust 27, 1887) 
 
"Baseball, like the famous ghost 
will not down. The noble patriotic 
game, like grass in the springtime, 
comes creeping, creeping every-
where." (Salisbury Advertiser, 
June 8, 1895) 
 
"Base ball, or in the language of 
an Indianapolis editor, "The Na-
tional Lunacy" is just now raging 

in these parts." (Cambridge 
Chronicle, July 19, 1876) 
 
From Bob Tholkes: 
March 8, 1863 
   BALL-PLAYERS IN THE 
ARMY.-- We had the pleasure 
yesterday of shaking hands with 
that gallant young member of the 
Excelsior Club of Brooklyn, 
Captain John C. Whiting, who 
has returned to his home, for a 
brief season, on furlough. He has 
been in several severe engage-
ments, the last of which was that 
at Fredericksburg; but he has 
fortunately escaped, thus far, 
free from any severe injury. He 
is but one of the hundreds of the 
ball playing fraternity, who, 
when their country called them 
on the field of duty, as promptly 
responded as they would to call 
of their captain on a match game 
of ball. Captain Whiting is at 
present in command of Com-
pany G, of the Thirty-first N. Y. 
S. V., Colonel Jones, a regiment 
that has wholly sustained the 
credit of the State through many 
a hard-fought battle. 
March 29, 1863 
   SPORT AMONG THE SOL-
DIERS.-- Our soldiers on the 
"sacred soil" seem to be able to 
pick out a dry spot upon which 
to play a game of base ball occa-
sionally, notwithstanding the 
mud which delays army move-
ments. On the 24th inst., a match 
was played at Newport News, 
between the first nine of Haw-
kins' Zouaves and the first nine 
of the Fifty-first Regiment, N. Y. 
V. A correspondent sends us the 
following score of the game: 

HAWKINS' O R FIFTY-FIRST O R              
Reed, p.            2  3  Ready, P.     3   1   
Vandewerken,  4  1  Meserole, C         4   1 
Pendleton, s. s. 2  2  McGovern, s. s    2   1 
Stephens, 1b     4  2  Hatch, 1 b.           3   2 
Hughes, 2b.      3  3  Nagle, 2b.            4   1 
Kelly, 3b.          1 4  Gregory, 3b.     2   2 
Allen, r. f.         3  3  Cleveland, r. f.    4   1 
Briggs, l. f.       3   2  Cody, l. f.            2   0 
Boyd, c. f         4   1  Corcoran, c. f.     3   1 
Total               21  Total                      10 
INNINGS........1  2  3   4  5   6  7  8  9 
Hawkins'          5  0  0  1  3  7  4  1  0 -- 21 
Fifty-first         1  0  0  1  1  1  1  3  2 -- 10 
   Umpire.- Lieut. Schoonmaker, Fifty-first 
Regiment, N. Y. S. V. 
   Scorer for Hawkins'-- F. G. Witz. Scorer 
for Fifty-first.-- G. Bunker. 
   The weather on the occasion of this 
match was exceedingly fine, and the game 
went off in good style. Several of the play-
ers will be recognized by the base ball fra-
ternity as having figured in matches in and 
around New York in times of peace. 
 
April 19, 1863 
MATCHES AMONG THE SOLDIERS.-- 
Base ball is very popular among the 
soldiers, almost every regiment hav-
ing its club, and its picked nine, to 
contend with rival clubs. 
   The Sixty-sixth Regiment, N. Y. 
V., has its club, named in honor of 
McClellan, and the Fifth-seventh 
Regiment, N. Y. V., has the Hooker 
Club. Two contests have already 
taken place between the rival nines, 
each one obtaining a victory. Both 
regiments are stationed near Fal-
mouth, Va. 
   The first nine of Company A, and 
Company E, of the Second Fire 
Zouaves, also at Falmouth, had a 
match on the 7th inst., in which 
Company A was conqueror by a 
score of 34 to 17. Vanbuskirk and 
Gilroy, of Company A, and McDon-
ald, of Company E, made the largest 
scores. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Snippets from the Past (cont.) 

   The first nine of the Fourteenth 
Regiment, N. Y. S. M., of Brook-
lyn, had a spirited game, on the 
11th inst., with the Harris Light 
Cavalry nine, containing in both 
ex-members of some of the best 
clubs in and around Brooklyn. 
The game resulted in a tie, each 

club scoring 30, in nine innings. 
The best score was made by Pen-
dleton, of the Fourteenth, and 
McDowell, of the Cavalry. 
   The Second and Twenty-Sixth 
New Jersey Regiments, stationed 
at White Oak Church, Va., had a 
match on the 11th inst. Dr. Oak-
ley, Surgeon of the First New Jer-
sey Brigade, acted as umpire. The 
game resulted in favor of the 
Twenty-Sixth Regiment nine, by a 
score of 20 to 12. The return 
match was to be played yesterday. 
 
April 26, 1863 
   MATCHES AMONG THE SOL-
DIERS-- On the 12th, a match was 
played between nine players of the 
Thirty-eighth Regiment, N. Y. S. 
V., and the Fortieth Regiment 
(Mozart) N. Y. S. V., at Potomac 

(Continued from page 6) Creek, Va. The game resulted in 
favor of the Thirty-eighth, by a 
score of 28 to 19. 
   A match was played on the 
17th inst. between the officers of 
the Twelfth and Forty-fourth, N. 
Y. S. V., at Falmouth, Va., re-
sulting in favor of the latter. 
   On Monday, 20th instant, a 

match was played in General 
Deven's Brigade, between nine 
of the best players from the New 
York Thirty-Sixth Regiment and 
nine from the Massachusetts 
Tenth Regiment. Scarcely had 
the third inning been put in mo-
tion, when the rain began to de-
scend; yet the brave boys com-
pleted the whole nine innings, 
each side scoring twenty runs, 
thus making it a draw game. 
   The veterans of the Peninsula 
campaign being desirous of en-
joying themselves, inaugurated 
the opening of the season on the 
19th, by having a friendly game 
of base ball. The nines were rep-
resentatives respectively of the 
Anderson Zouaves (Sixty-
second, N. Y. S. V.) and the 
First Long Island Volunteers. 

The day was lovely, the ground in 
good condition, and the men in 
fine spirits; consequently, fine 
sport was anticipated and was 
fully realized. After the game was 
concluded, which resulted favora-
bly for the Andersons, they in-
vited the Long Islanders to their 
quarters, where friendly senti-

ments were exchanged. 
   Three fine games were played 
on the 20th and 21st, by nines 
chosen from members of the 
Ninth Regiment, N. Y. S. M., near 
Fletcher's Chapel, Virginia. One 
side was headed by Beggs, known 
as the Engineer-in-Chief of the 
regiment; and the other by Joyce, 
spoken of as the famous Irish 
Warbler. Joyce's side won the first 
game by a score of 20 to 12; 
Beggs; side were victorious in the 
second game, by a score of 20 to 
19; and the conquering game was 
won by Beggs' side, by a score of 
43 to 33. The match was for a bar-
rel of ale, which was besieged by 
the whole regiment, at the close of 
the contest, and was "run off" in 
no time. 
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Big Dan Brouthers Preface by Roy Kerr 

R oy Kerr’s soon-to-be-
released biography of 
Dan Brouthers (Big 
Dan Brouthers-

Baseball’s First Great Slugger is 
being published by McFarland. He 
has sent along the book’s Preface 
and it is below. This continue’s 
Roy’s biographical series of 19th 
Century players with books on 
Roger Conner, Buck Ewing, and 
Billy Hamilton currently avail-
able. 

 
Preface 

“Past are the times when Dan Brouthers 
strode on his terrible way. 

While pitchers, quaking before him 
would send in a fast ball—and pray.” 

    
 - Sporting Life, May 28, 1904 
      
     History has been a careless 
guardian of the facts regarding 
Dan Brouthers’ life and career, 
perpetuating inaccuracies and 
falsehoods that continue to appear 
in modern profiles of the great 
slugger. Born Dennis Booder, the 
future Hall of Famer’s surname 
was an Anglicized version of its 
original Gaelic, O’Bruádair. Dur-
ing the first decade of his career, 
he was alternately referred to in 
the press as Booder, Bruder, 
Bruther, Bruthers, Broeders, 
Boedders and Brothers, until 
Brouthers became the agreed-
upon form. While playing for De-
troit in the late 1880’s, admiring 
sports writers added to the confu-
sion by coining the nickname 
“Dan” or “Big Dan” for him, 
which soon alternated indiscrimi-
nately with Brouthers’ given 
name, Dennis, in game accounts.  
     In July, 1877, while still a semi

-pro player, Brouthers was in-
volved in a two-man collision on 
the diamond that took the life of 
the other player. For more than a 
half-century, mangled press ver-
sions of the accident completely 
misrepresented the specifics of 

the tragedy and assigned incor-
rect names to the victim, his 
team and home town. It was also 
reported that a traumatized 
Brouthers resigned from the 
game for two years after the in-
cident, when in reality he was 
back on the diamond the follow-
ing spring. 
     Every standard source for 
baseball information states that 
Brouthers batted and fielded left-
handed. Evidence from photo-
graphs and illustrations of his 
era, however, prove that while 

he did hit left-handed, he fielded 
right-handed.       
     Clearly, it is time for a new 
historical perspective on this Hall 
of Fame member. The present 
study, in addition to correcting the 
many errors about Dan Brouthers 
that have crept into the literature, 
provides a comprehensive review 
of his life and career. 
      Brouthers is one of the few 
men who played organized base-
ball in five decades, and at age 53 
he was still banging out hits and 
stealing bases in a semi-pro 
league. His major league career 
spanned 16 years, and in his prime 
he was considered the greatest hit-
ter in baseball. He hit for average 
and power, and was one of the 
most difficult men to strike out in 
the history of the game. He was 
the first player to win consecutive 
batting and slugging titles and the 
first to be walked intentionally on 
a regular basis. By a consensus of 
his peers, no one hit the ball 
harder or farther.  
     One of the most intriguing dis-
coveries about “Big Dan” is the 
more than four dozen nicknames 
invented by the press to express 
wonder at his size, strength and 
hitting prowess—a quantity and 
variety exceeded by no other 
player in baseball history.     
     Viewed collectively, these con-
densed verbal portraits  provide a 
unique glimpse of  “the Champion 
Batsman of the World,” “the 
Mighty Irish King,” “the Fence-
Smasher of the 80’s” and “the 
Grand Old Man of the Game,” 
who was one of the most talented 
and respected players of his era. 
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Update on 19th Century Black Professional Players 

L ast month we reran an 
article from the 1977 
edition of the Baseball 
Research Journal. It 

listed black players who played 
with teams in Organized Baseball 
during the 19th Century. 
     To nobody’s surprise, I am 
sure, research on the subject has 
added some names over the last 
30 plus years. 
Reed Howard sent along an Excel 
file with about 100 black players 
on teams in Organized Baseball 
and on independent teams. The 
file is a bit long to run here but 
send an e-mail to the Editor and 
we will forward you a copy. 
     Also Tony Kissel sends along 
the following: 
   I read the 1977 article by Merl 
Kleinknecht with interest about 
the 53 blacks who played in vari-
ous 19th Century minor leagues.    
     We now have 23 more black 
minor leaguers who played in the 

19th Century since this article 
was written: 
 
? Brown, 91 Cuban Giants; 
William Castone, 89 Aspen, 92 
Lincoln; 
Ed Chamberlain, 89 Gorhams; 
Nat Collins, 89 Gorhams; 
George Douglass, 91 Cuban Gi-
ants; 
George Evans, 91 Cuban Giants; 
Bill Galloway, 99 Woodstock, 
Ont.; 
Arthur Grace, 89 Champaign; 
Josh Herbert, 86 Danville; 
N. Higgins, 87 Columbus; 
Andrew Jackson, 89 Gorhams, 
90 York; 
Randolph Jackson, 87 Oswego; 
Harry Johnson, 89 Cuban Gi-
ants; 
Frank Maupin, 92 Plattsmouth; 
George Parego, 89 Cuban Gi-
ants; 
John Patterson, 92 Plattsmouth; 
John Reeves, 92 Plattsmouth; 

James Robinson, 94 Pawtucket; 
James Sneedon, 91 Elmira; 
George Taylor, 89 Aspen; 
 Bert Wakefield, 95 Emporia, 96 
Emporia; 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Wilds, 92 Stockton; 
Billy Woods, 91 Cuban Giants. 

Bert Wakefield 
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More from the Chairman  by Peter Mancuso 

J ust one year ago, this news-
letter announced the news 
of the passing of one of 
SABR’s Founding Mem-

bers, Bob McConnell. Bob was 
also one of our committee’s lead-
ing members whose enthusiasm 
and spirited discussions did much 
to keep our committee moving 
forward. 
     When I attended my first 
SABR Convention and Nineteenth 
Century Committee meeting in 
Boston in 2002 Bob made a last-
ing impression, he was always 
smiling and always impassioned.      
     Later, in 2007 in St. Louis, 
when I chaired my first Nine-
teenth Century Committee annual 
business meeting Bob made two 
issues crystal clear and continued 
to make them clear right up 
through his final SABR conven-
tion and Nineteenth Century Com-
mittee meeting in 2011:   
     -We needed to do something 
about the collective past research 
conducted by our committee 
members of American Association 
cities, a.k.a. The AA Files; and 
     -Our committee had to do 
something to help usher forgotten 
19th-century baseball stars toward 
induction in the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame.     
      Now, thanks to the dedicated 
and noble efforts of members of 
this committee, those two of Bob 
McConnell’s favorite issues have 
been largely addressed. 
     The AA Files:  As mentioned 
in a previous issue of this newslet-
ter, through the efforts of Joanne 
Hulbert the AA Files were ob-
tained from their place of storage 
and transferred to this current 

Committee Chairman, essen-
tially another place of storage.     
     Then, another of our commit-
tee members, Trent McCotter 
stepped up big time, as Joanne 
had, and volunteered to scan the 
entire files, moving them into 
the digital age.  Finally, Trent 
conferred with committee and 
SABR staff member, Jacob 
Pomrenke who has committed 
to take on the task, despite a 
very busy schedule at SABR 
HQ, to archive the entire files on 
the SABR website in time for 
this year’s April 19-20, Freder-
ick Ivor-Campbell 19th Century 
Base Ball Conference.  Watch 
for an announcement in several 
weeks describing the availability 
of the files and how to access 
them. 
     Deacon White’s Hall of 
Fame Induction: This summer, 
on the last weekend in July, one 
of baseball’s brightest, albeit un-
til now, overlooked 19th century 
baseball stars, James “Deacon” 
White, will be inducted into the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame.  
To make this happen, two of our 
Nineteenth Century Committee 
members played very direct and 
very influential roles as mem-
bers of the HOF selection com-
mittee that voted to induct Dea-
con White.   
     Our two committee col-
leagues who played these two 
critical roles were Peter Morris 
and Tom Simon.  In addition to 
the success of  Morris and 
Simon, their arguments for 
White were in no way dimin-
ished by the steady and repeated 
efforts of the three steadfast 

members of our Overlooked 19th 
Century Baseball Legends project, 
Joe Williams, Bob Gregory and 
Charles Faber. The efforts of this 
trio through their annual Over-
looked Legends election let every-
one in baseballdom know that our 
Nineteenth Century Committee 
members held Deacon White in 
the highest esteem. 
     Naturally, I’m hoping and 
counting on a few of our members 
to rally many more of our Nine-
teenth Century Committee mem-
bers to attend this year’s HOF In-
duction of the first 19th century 
person to be inducted in many 
years. I’ll lend those “HOF Induc-
tion Nineteenth Century Commit-
tee Captains” all the assistance I 
can provide them in getting the 
word out.  Let’s be seen and heard 
in Cooperstown this summer. 
     Naturally, I wish I could be 
standing in front of Bob McCon-
nell this summer at our commit-
tee’s annual business meeting dur-
ing SABR 43, and giving him this 
good news, or that he could be 
reading about it here in this issue.  
But, somehow I know, that Bob 
has somehow gotten the news 
about the AA Files and Deacon 
White’s selection.  I know this 
because, I’m sleeping better since 
Bob has stopped appearing at the 
foot of my bed in the middle of 
the night.   
     I thank you members.  And, I 
know that Bob McConnell thanks 
you. 
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Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) 
Nineteenth Century Committee 

Frederick Ivor- Campbell 19th Century Base Ball Conference 
Friday and Saturday, April 19 & 20, 2013 

National Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum, Cooperstown, New York 
Final Program & Schedule 

Friday, April 19, 2013 

1:00PM - 1:30PM - Lobby of Giamatti Research Center, Check-in and gathering. 
1:30PM - 1:45PM - Bullpen Theater – Welcome and Introductions. 
1:45PM - 2:15PM - Bullpen Theater – Research Presentation , Joanne Hulbert, “Crank”. 
2:15PM - 3:15PM - Bullpen Theater – Special Presentation, Richard Hershberger, “The Two Faces     
                               of Baseball’s Creation Myth” 
3:15PM - 3:45PM - Bullpen Theater – Research Presentation, Paul Browne, “Allentown’s [PA] All- 
                                Star Team”. 
3:45PM - 4:00PM - 6th Inning Stretch – HOF Bookstore, Gift Shop and Other Necessities. 
4:00PM - 4:30PM - Bullpen Theater - Research Presentation, Marty Payne, “Beer Tanks & Barbed 
                               Wire: Bill Barnie and the Baltimore Orioles of the AA (1883-1891)”. 
4:30PM - 5:00PM - Bullpen Theater - Research Presentation , Jerry Casway, “Jimmy Fogarty and                  
                                the Players Brotherhood”. 
7:00PM - 10:00PM –Private Dining Room – Otesaga Hotel – Welcoming Dinner (optional) 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 
9:00AM - 10:00AM - Giamatti Center – Research Room, Check-in and morning coffee service. 
10:00AM-10:15AM - Bullpen Theater - Welcome and Introductions. 
10:15AM-10:45AM - Bullpen Theater – Research Presentation, Bill Humber, “Praising Famous Men: 
                                 The Story of George Sleeman and the Guelph Maple Leafs”. 
10:45AM-11:45AM - Bullpen Theater – Panel Discussion: John Thorn will moderate: “The Evolution 
                                 of the Pitching/Catching Battery” – Panelists: Peter Morris, Eric Miklich and       
                                 David Nemec 
11:45AM - 1:30PM - Templeton Hall (3 minute walk from HOF) - Luncheon. Keynote Address: 
                                 Tom Shieber, Researcher Extraordinaire. 
1:30PM - 2:45PM - Bullpen Theater – Member Spotlight – Tom Simon will interview Peter Morris. 
2:45PM - 3:15PM - Bullpen Theater – Research Presentation, Hugh MacDougall, “John W. Jackson, 
                               Jr. a.k.a. Bud Fowler (1858-1913). 
3:15PM - 4:00PM - Giamatti Center – 7th Inning Stretch: Coffee & Book Signings 
4:00PM - 5:00PM - PROGRAM MODIFIED - Main St. & Doubleday Field Easement, Dedication of 
                                “Bud Fowler Way/Lane Ceremony” by Village of Cooperstown 
Immediately following Saturday’s conference at 5:00pm, you are invited to join our traditional & optional 

Post Conference Gathering (food & beverage costs are the responsibility of individuals). Good food & cheer 

and great conversation will take place at the The Back Alley Grill (formerly The Hoffman Bistro) just across 

Main Street from the main entrance of the Hall of Fame and a few steps down Hoffman Lane. A private room 
has been reserved for our special group. 



 
 

 Nineteenth Century Cigar Labels & Boxes 
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