
Status of the Minor Leagues Database 

Project 

by Sean Lahman 

S 
even or eight years ago, this committee helped 

launch an effort to compile an exhaustive  minor 

league database, a project that used as its frame-

work the seminal work of Ed Washuta.  A group of stal-

wart baseball researchers has built on that foundation in 

the years that followed. 

The work proceeded primarily on two separate tracks.  

The first was the compilation of league-seasons, captur-

ing the batting, pitching and fielding records that ap-

peared in the annual Sporting News, Spalding or Reach 

guides or similar sources.  The second was an effort to 

build a register, matching the names that appeared in the 

guides to places and dates of birth and matching each 

year's playing record to the correct biographical entry. 

By the end of 2014, the result was a largely complete mi-

nor league record for all seasons back to 1960. All of that 

content, millions of data points, now appears at the Base-

ball-Reference website. 

The licensing agreement under which Baseball Reference 

obtained updates to minor league content from SABR has 

now expired, but our efforts to expand this SABR minor 

league database continue, with the addition of new and 

corrected data. 

Among the recent additions are: 

● 1906 Western League, where Bill McGilvray 

hit .376 to win the first of his two minor league 

batting titles (compiled by Reed Howard) 

● 1947 Cotton State League, the first year back in 

action for one of many leagues which disbanded 

during the Second World War.  (compiled by Art 

Cantu) 

● 1949 Illinois-Indiana-Iowa League, better known 

as the Three-I League. Terre Haute’s Bob Miller 

posted 19 victories and a 2.72 ERA, along with 25 

complete games a year before his big league de-

but with the Phillies’ “Whiz Kids.” (compiled by 

Jim Sarrantonio) 

A working document shows the progress of the group’s 

efforts, with leagues that have been completed, are in pro-

cess, or remain to be addressed.  That status report is up-

dated monthly and can be viewed at http://

minors.baseballarchive.org. 

We’re also working to fill gaps in biographical data and 

combine the records for multiple players that are shown 

to be the same person. 

If you are interested in contributing to these effort, please 

contact me by email (seanlahman@gmail.com) or call me 

(585-250-0609).  

Fall 2016 October 11, 2016 

Fort Wayne Sentinel, April 29, 1912 
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THE WATERBURY BASE BALL CLUB 

1884 Connecticut League Champions 
by Bob (NY) Mayer 

J. A. Godfrey Clothing Trade Card – Waterbury Ct. 

 

I 
 collect vintage baseball memorabilia.  I try to get to 

outdoor flea markets and antique shows whenever I 

can, but I don’t get to as many as I did during the 

1990’s and early 2000’s.  With the growth of eBay and 

expansion in number of high-end auctions, the possibility 

of a “find” at a local outing has decreased significantly.  

For this story, however, I will go back a few years to when 

it began. 

I attended the Memorial Day weekend show in 

Stormville, NY on May 27, 2000.  At the time I was heavi-

ly into collecting baseball gloves and bats.  This aspect of 

my collection had become serious in the mid 90’s when I 

purchased a Lou Gehrig Ken-Wel zipperback first base 

glove along with several other very rare gloves at auction.  

The Gehrig zipperback is considered the “Holy Grail” of 

glove collecting, much as the Honus Wagner T-206 is 

considered the same for baseball card collectors.  The 

Gehrig glove is actually much rarer.  At the time of this 

writing, I’m aware of only six. 

The Stormville shows were held at the old Stormville Air-

port, and ran about four times a year.  The larger shows 

would showcase about 600 dealers carrying everything 

from antique furniture to the latest t-shirts.  Fortunately, 

the show producers saw fit to keep the “antique” section 

separate from the “new” items.  In those days I was sure 

to at least find a few items for my inventory of items to 

sell.  If I was lucky, I would find something for my per-

sonal collection. 

On this particular day, one dealer who I had not seen at 

the show before had a rather large silver three handled 

baseball trophy cup for sale.  Upon closer inspection, it 

was the Hartford Challenge Cup Base Ball Trophy of 1914 

Presented by the Employees of the Hartford District of 

S.N.E.T. (Southern New England Telephone) Co.   It was 

a beauty and I had been starting a collection of early tro-

phies, so the purchase was made.  As we were completing 

the transaction, I asked if he had any other unique items.  

He said he had an early bat that was presented to a base-

ball team, and if I wanted to see it, I could come to anoth-

er outdoor show the following day in New Milford, Con-

necticut.  That show is well known in the area as The Ele-

phant’s Trunk, and runs every Sunday from spring to ear-

ly winter. 

 

The following day, I found him at the show, and he 

showed me the bat.  I was somewhat familiar with this 

type of trophy, as I had bought my first “presentation” bat 

the previous November (1999) at an auction, and two 

more February 2000 in Pennsylvania.  This was a full size 

wood bat with three metal plates attached.  One plate was 

on the handle, one on the barrel end, and another with 

engraving in the center.  The center plate read: 
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CONNECTICUT LEAGUE 

1884 

Championship Emblem 

Presented by 

A.J.Reach & Co. 

Philadelphia Penn. 

WON BY 

Waterbury Base Ball Club 
 

 

 

 

This was an item that really got me excited, and we 

reached a deal right away.  Although he knew that he had 

a highly desirable item, there was no way I was going to 

give this bat up.  I have always loved early baseball equip-

ment.  Each piece has some history of a boy or man’s use, 

in perhaps his favorite game, at some long ago field.  The 

trophy bat is an extension of this as it recognizes some 

player or team’s performance.  It may have been awarded 

for hitting a home run, or for winning a championship.  It 

really doesn’t matter.  In either case, the event is pre-

served for history on the bat. 

The bat has had its place among several other trophy bats 

on display in my study.  I often have shown it to visitors, 

since it also has some “local” appeal.  As I’ve developed 

an interest in the history of baseball, I’ve sought out more 

pre-1900 artifacts.  Over the past fifteen years I’ve accu-

mulated quite a number of early player and team photo-

graphs for my collection.   

 

It was in the fall of 2004, I went upstate New York to in-

vestigate a baseball team photograph I purchased (also at 

Stormville) a few weeks earlier.  The experience was en-

lightening.  In a few days I had found out quite a bit 

about this 1899 Amateur Championship team from Mo-

ravia New York and several of its players from local his-

torical societies and libraries in the Finger Lakes region.  

When I came home, I realized that I wanted to do more 

digging.  Having never really learned anything about the 

Waterbury bat, I included it as one of several research 

projects I was planning.    

When I retired from Banking in 2005, I began to research 

several of the items in my collection to learn more about 

the teams and their players from the 19th century.  The 

Waterbury bat was one of the items that was on my radar, 

so I began some inquires on the internet to see if anyone 

had information on this team.  Unfortunately, the first 

reply from a baseball historian indicated that the 1884 

Connecticut League had folded mid-season.  That didn’t 

make any sense since I had the championship bat, so I 

continued to dig. 

In late 2005 I got some information from Lloyd Johnson 

(editor of the Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball) 

confirming that Waterbury had indeed won the league, 

and I obtained the team standings as well.                                                                                                                               

This prompted further investigation.  I made a trip to the 

Waterbury library in early 2006.  It was well worth the 

drive. 

I learned that a Waterbury team had been organized by 

Charles C. “Charley” Commerford in 1864.  Commerford 

had been a player in New York City for the original Go-

thams from 1857-9 then the Eagle Club 1859-61.  Relocat-

ing to Waterbury, he saw fit to start a base ball club, and 

continue to play shortstop for the new team.   

Under Commerford’s leadership, the Waterbury Club 

became a member of the National Association of Base 

Ball Players in 1866.  This group which had represented 

only about 30 clubs now had 91 teams sending delegates 

to their annual meeting in December 1865.  This growth 

could be attributed to the end of the Civil War and a 

strong need for recreational activities. In 1867 a second 

Waterbury team, the Monitors also joined the NA.  Get-

ting back to my trip to the library and the year 1884, I 

had another lucky “find”………. 
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1884 Connecticut League Standings 

I found this picture of the 1884 team in “Waterbury – A 

Pictorial History 1674-1974 published by the Mattatuck 

Historical Society.  The initial meeting to form the Con-

necticut Baseball League was held at the Hubbard Escort 

in Hartford Thursday February 28th with fourteen dele-

gates representing seven teams.  Plainville had sent dele-

gates, but ultimately did not join the league. 

The men standing in suits are not identified, but repre-

sent the team executives and scorer.  The players in the 

photo are as follows: 

Sitting Back L – R : Guest, Allman, Burke, Charles Mars-

ton Mgr., Magner, D. Phelan, Ed Daily. 

Sitting Front L – R: Fitzgerald, O’Brien, Con Daily, Tom 

Lovett. 

Standing L-R : . Kennedy and civilians/team officers: 

Theron Minor, president (center), and three of   Wm. B. 

Philips vice pres., C.A. Mason secretary, T.H. Hayes 

treasurer, S.P Williams Bus. Mgr. 

NOTE:  It has not been determined which hand Lovett 

threw with.  In the photo, it was common for pitchers to 

hold the ball in their throwing hand.  Here he is holding 

the ball in his right hand. 

Several of these men would go on to solid professional 

careers in baseball, and a few made it to the Major 

Leagues.  Tom Lovett, the star pitcher won a league lead-

ing 26 games for the Waterbury team in 1884.  He was 

born in Providence, R. I. 12/7/1863.  Tom had begun his 

career playing for Willimantic (Ct.) in 1883.  After his fine 

year with Waterbury, he played briefly for Providence in 

1885, than for Philadelphia in the American Association 

where he won 7 games and lost 8.  The following year he 

won 32 and lost 9 with 300 strikeouts for the New-

buryport Clamdiggers in the New England League.  In 

1887 he was with the Bridgeport Giants of the Eastern 

League and led the league with 21 wins, 170 strikeouts 

and winning percentage.  In the photo of the ’87 Bridge-

port team below, Lovett is seated in the middle row sec-

ond from the left. 

 

 

Team W L Pct. GB Manager 

Waterbury 34 13 0.723 - Charles Marston 

Meriden 25 22 0.532 9 A Boardman/G Lynn 

Rockville 22 25 0.468 12 

J Kelly/Middleton/

Talcott 

Hartford 20 27 0.426 14 Charles Soby 

New Britain 17 30 0.362 17 

Winchester/Markley/

Flynn 

Willimantic * 17 18 0.486 NA Bill Thomas 

      

* Expelled      
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1887 BRIDGEPORT GIANTS 

Several of the Bridgeport players were sold to Oshkosh of 

the Northwestern League, and Lovett continued his im-

pressive season going 20 and 2 for an amazing combined 

record of 41 wins and 5 losses. 

After having another fine year winning 30 games and 

striking out 273 for Omaha in the Western League in 

1888, he was called back to the AA for Brooklyn and won 

17 and lost 10 in 1889 while Brooklyn grabbed the pen-

nant.  In 1890 Brooklyn shifted to the National League, 

and Lovett had 

another standout 

year leading the 

Bridegrooms to 

the NL Champion-

ship by winning 

30 games and los-

ing 11, and leading 

the league in win-

ning percentage.  

That year he was 

also reunited with 

Brooklyn catcher 

Tom Daly.  Daly 

had been Lovett’s 

catcher during his 

first professional 

year in 1883 with 

Willimantic back in the Connecticut League.  The follow-

ing year he won 23 games and lost 19 while Brooklyn fell 

to sixth place.  Included was Lovett’s first professional no-

hitter.   

Lovett’s whereabouts for 1892 are a mystery as he became 

the first professional player to sit out a season when a 

salary agreement could not be reached with Superbas 

president Charles Byrne.  He returned to Brooklyn in 

1893, but pitched only 9+ innings winning but 3 games 

while losing 5.  Picked up by Boston, the photo above 

shows a good likeness of Tom in his 1894 Boston Uni-

form.  He managed to win 8 of 14 decisions, but returned 

to finish the year in his hometown of Providence on the 

Eastern League team.  He had a good season in 1895 at 

Providence winning 24 and losing 14, but his final year of 

professional ball was in 1896 for Rochester and Syracuse 

in the Eastern League where he won 11 and lost 11 games.  

Lovett then returned to Providence, R. I. He umpired for 

a year in the Connecticut State League and then worked 

as a liquor dealer, cigar salesman, and theater ticket col-

lector.    

Two other players on the 1884 Waterbury team were the 

brothers Con and Ed Daily who also made it to the major 

leagues.  Here are their Old Judge tobacco cards from 

1887/8.                   

Con Daily was the principle catcher for the Waterbury 

team. He jumped right to the National League with Provi-

dence in 1885, then spent the next two years with Boston, 

and 1888 with In-

dianapolis.  In 

1890 Con jumped 

again, this time to 

Brooklyn in the 

new Players League 

started by Monte 

Ward.  When the 

league folded after 

just one year, Con 

moved to the new 

Brooklyn team in 

t h e  N a t i o n a l 

League rejoining 

his old battery ma-

te Tom Lovett.  

Daily stayed with 

the team through 

1895 and went to Cincinnati for his last year in 1896.   

Ed Daily was the one of several pitchers for Waterbury.  

He also went directly to the National League with Phila-

delphia in 1885 where he won 26 games and lost 23 

pitching 440 innings.  The next year was also a good one 

and Ed went 16-9.  He also appeared as a utility infielder 

in 52 games that he did not pitch.  Daily only got into 26 

games for the Phils in 1887 batting .283 but pitching only 

6 games, losing four with no wins.  Traded to lowly Wash-

ington, he batted .251 in 78 games.  Ed went 2-7 pitching 

9 games for the team in 1888, but played in a total of 110 

games for the year.  In 1889 he began three seasons in the 

American Association.  He was with Colorado in 1890, 

Brooklyn and Louisville (along with the NY Giants in the 

National League) in 1891 compiling a total 18-18 record 

for the year.  In 1892 he played with Louisville (AA) but 

was released by manager Jack Chapman in June.  Wash-

ington signed him but released him July 15th.  Rumor had 
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him going to the Eastern League, but failing health kept 

him in Washington working in a saloon.  He died of con-

sumption on Oct. 21, 1891 at age 29.  

Sources: 

The Waterbury Republican-American 

The Willimantic Chronicle 

The New York Times 

The Washington Post 

Putnam County Courier 

Waterbury – A Pictorial History 1674-1974  - Mattatuck 

Historical Society 

Richard Puff – Baseball’s First Stars Vol. 2  -  SABR 1996 

Minor League Encyclopedia – 3rd Edition - Lloyd Johnson 

2007 

Silas Bronson Library – Waterbury Ct. 

Baseballreference.com 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers 

www.geocities.com 

 

 

That Time Billy Bottenus Hit Four Home 

Runs in One Game 

by Brian M. Frank 

T 
he Bisons got off to a slow start at the beginning 

of the 1895 Eastern League season, losing seven 

of their first 10 games, all of which were on the 

road. Their manager, Charlie Morton, held out hope that 

the team would turn things around as the weather got 

warmer.1 Morton could not have been pleased to discover 

the cold temperatures the Queen City was experiencing 

when the Bisons returned to Buffalo to open the home 

schedule at Franklin Park. 

 The Buffalo Express said that the weather at the May 12 

home opener was “the sort of day that makes a man kick 

himself for being too previous in moving the parlor stove 

out into the woodshed before the weather has finally 

made up its mind what it is going to do.”2 Despite the 

bone chilling temperatures, about 2,500 fans jammed the 

grandstand and bleachers for the 3:30 game to watch 

their hometown heroes open the home season in Buffalo. 

 The fans braving the cold couldn’t have possibly foreseen 

what they would witness that day. Buffalo’s new left field-

er, thirty year old Billy Bottenus playing in his eighth pro-

fessional season, was about to make team history with an 

offensive outburst that hasn’t been matched by a Buffalo 

player since. 

 

 Billy Bottenus Sketch from Buffalo Daily Courier, May 13, 1895 

  

The left handed batting Bottenus came to the plate in the 

first inning against the Wilkes-Barre Coal Barons (or 

Miners,) and promptly put the first pitch he saw from 

right hander Sal Campfield over the right field fence. 

The Buffalo Daily Courier described the home run in col-

orful language: 

Billy Bottenus, the ex-Springfield boy, 

was the first at bat. He took a long look at 

the lanky form of Campfield and then 

straightened out for business. The first 

ball pitched seemed just right, and he let 

off surplus steam. Bang! went the bat 

against the sphere and away the leather 

sailed into space. Billy started for first on 

the trot, and right fielder Lizotte began to 

sprint in the direction of the fence. 

“Billy” took another look at the leather 

which was scraping the clouds, and set-

tled down to a walk bidding the time of 

day to the basemen, and finally saunter-

ing up to the plate amid the plaundits of 
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the bleacherites The ball was ne’er seen 

again.3 

Buffalo scratched out another run off Campfield and fin-

ished the first inning with a 2-0 lead. 

In the second inning, Bisons’ catcher Tommy Dowse 

reached on an error by Wilkes-Barre shortstop John 

McMahon. Ed Leewe walked, and Buffalo pitcher Joe 

Herndon sacrificed the runners to second and third. The 

fans went wild as Billy Bottenus stepped to the plate. 

The Buffalo Daily Courier described the scene: 

Now there were cheers in plenty, for 

“Billy’s at the bat.” Bottenus smiled, but 

watched “Camp.” Again, he got one that 

suited, and once more the stick whizzed 

with terrific force against the leather. 

Crack! And the leather was sent in frag-

ments the second time. The fair haired 

one and Dowse came home, but “Billy,” 

out of sheer curiosity, stopped to gaze at 

a bit of leather way up in the sky, as it 

cleared by half a mile, more or less, the 

houses opposite the ball park. Then he 

continued his trip to the rubber.4 

  

The Bisons weren’t done scoring in the second. Two bat-

ters after Bottenus, Buffalo right fielder John Shearon 

“planted another in a goose pasture a quarter mile away,” 

for another homerun, giving Buffalo a 6-3 lead. 

The Bisons weren’t all offense on this day, as they also 

made some spectacular plays in the field. In the bottom of 

the second, Buffalo catcher Tom Dowse made an amazing 

catch by the Wilkes-Barre bench. The Buffalo Daily Cou-

rier described the play in detail, stating that “In the sec-

ond inning Tommy Dowse made one of the prettiest of 

catches of foul flies, Shannon knocked a high foul, which 

dropped close to the grand stand and on the Miners’ 

bench. Tommy went up and over the Diggers on the 

bench, and grabbed the ball in artistic fashion.”5 

The Buffalo Enquirer said that “Probably no finer catch 

has ever been made on a ball field than that made by 

Tommy Dowse.”6 Despite the tremendous defensive play, 

the Coal Barons joined in the scoring, putting up four 

runs in the second inning, including a home run by cen-

terfielder Fred Betts. At the end of the second Wilkes-

Barre led Buffalo 7-6. 

  

 Sal Campfield Sketch from Buffalo Daily Courier, May 13, 1895 

Things weren’t getting any easier for Wilkes-Barre pitch-

er Sal Campfield as the game went on. In the top of the 

third inning, Bisons’ third baseman Jake Drauby led off 

with a single. Billy Clymer then reached on an error by 

shortstop John McMahon. After Tom Dowse grounded 

out to short, Buffalo shortstop Ed Leewe doubled home 

both runners, giving the Bisons an 8-7 lead. Pitcher Joe 

Herndon flew out to right field, which brought Billy Bot-

tenus to the plate for the third time in the first three in-

nings. The result was the same as his first two at bats, as 

the Buffalo Daily Courier described: 

“Hurrah! Here’s Billy again,” shouted the 

bleachers en-masse, as Bottenus stepped 

up. On the second strike, he let out, and 

for the third time the hide covered 

sphere went sailing over the fence and 

into space. Billy chased himself home 

amidst a tumult of applause and modest-

ly took his seat after being congratulated 

on all sides. But the circus now stopped 

for Fields flied out to Lezotte.7 

  

That made three home runs in the first three innings of 

the home season for Bottenus. It’s obvious that 

the Courier described all three blasts with great hyperbo-

le, but the Buffalo Enquirer, supported the Courier’s 

claims that Bottenus’ homers were crushed, saying “It can 

be imagined with what velocity these balls flew through 

the air, when it was said that his third homer went over 
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the large two-story and a-half house fully 40 feet from the 

right field fence.”8 

Bottenus did not bat in the fourth inning. In the fifth in-

ning, he came to bat with two on and one out. The Buffalo 

Daily Courier stated that “Bottenus was due, but home 

runs had been exhausted from his bat, and the best he 

could do was to send a sizzling grounder between center 

and left field. It brought Tommy home and the Kid went 

to third.” Bottenus ended up at second base with a dou-

ble. Through four innings, Bottenus was 4-4, with three 

home runs and a double. 

Wilkes-Barre rallied in the top of the fifth, when two 

walks and a hit batsman loaded the bases for second base-

man Dan Shannon. The Buffalo Daily Courier reported 

that “Shannon got a ball that suited him, and giving it a 

vicious rap, sent the sphere out into the cold, cold world, 

and the three men on bases into safety.”9 The grand slam 

cut Buffalo’s lead to 12-11. 

In the top of the seventh, after pitcher Joe Herndon was 

hit by a pitch, Billy Bottenus stepped to the plate looking 

for his fourth home run of the day. The Buffalo Daily 

Courier reported: 

“Billy” Bottenus came up refreshed, and 

in obedience to repeated cries for a 

homer, cheerfully rapped out a ripsnorter 

that left a streak of smoke in its wake. Of 

course it went over the fence, and Hern-

don paraded home, while “Billy” stopped 

to chat with Trilby, Shannon, McMahon, 

and Smith before continuing his jour-

ney.10 

  

In the bottom of the seventh, the Miners scored two more 

runs, one of which came on a home run by pitcher Sal 

Campfield. At the end of the inning, the umpire and 

crowd had finally had enough of the cold. The Buffalo 

Courierwrote “As the weather was so bitter cold, and Um-

pire Doescher half frozen, he called the game at the end of 

the seventh inning, and 2,500 delighted fans made a rush 

for the street cars.”11 Buffalo won the shortened game 18-

13. 

In a seven inning game, Billy Bottenus went 5-5, with four 

home runs, a double, 12 runs batted in, and 18 total bases. 

He is the only Buffalo player in the team’s long history to 

ever hit four home runs in a game, or drive in 12 runs in a 

game. Over 121 years later, these are still team records, 

and they happened in a seven inning game.  

Buffalo and Wilkes-Barre combined for eight home runs 

in the May 12 game, four by Bottenus, one by Buffalo 

right fielder John Shearon, and one each by Wilkes-

Barre’s Dan Shannon (a grand slam,) Fred Betts, and Sal 

Campfield. However, the number of home runs in the 

game was highly unusual at the time. Home runs were 

rare enough during this era that the Eastern League 

home run leader at the end of the 1895 season was Jud 

Smith of Toronto with 14.12 In fact, Bottenus hit just five 

more home runs during the 1895 season, and still fin-

ished third in the league with nine.13 The rarity of home 

runs at the time makes Bottenus' four home 

run performance even more remarkable. 

Billy Bottenus would go on to play twelve more seasons 

for various minor league teams, but he never made the 

major leagues. After playing 19 seasons of minor league 

ball, he stopped playing professional baseball in 1907 at 

the age of 42.14 

As for the Bisons, they finished the 1895 season with a 63

-61 record, and a fifth place finish in the Eastern League, 

well behind the league leading Springfield Maroons. De-

spite the team’s low finish in the standings, the home 

opener of 1895 will always be remembered in Buffalo 

baseball history. As the Buffalo Commercial Advertis-

er said, “It was a glorious day for the Buffalos, a glorious 

day for the cranks and a glorious day for Billy Bottenus.”15 

In the annals of Buffalo baseball history, there may never 

have been a more glorious day. 

For more stories from the history of Buffalo Bisons base-

ball, follow us on Twitter @HERDchronicles and visit our 

blog at www.herdchronicles.com 

1. “Season Will Open Here Today on the East-Side 

Grounds.,” Buffalo Express, May 12, 1895. 

2. “Buffalo Takes the First game on the Home 

Grounds.” Buffalo Express, May 13, 1895. 

3. “Yesterday’s Games,” Buffalo Daily Courier, May 13, 

1895. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Ibid. 

6. “Bully Boy Bottenus,” Buffalo Enquirer, May 13, 1895. 
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7. “Yesterday’s Games,” Buffalo Daily Courier, May 13, 

1895. 

8. “Bully Boy Bottenus,” Buffalo Enquirer, May 13, 1895. 

9.“Yesterday’s Games,” Buffalo Daily Courier, May 13, 

1895. 

10. Ibid. 

11. Ibid. 

12. Sam Thompson led the National League in 1895 with 

18 home runs. 

13. http://www.baseball-reference.com/register/

player.cgi?id=botten001wil 

14. Ibid. 

15. “Four Home Runs. Billy Bottenus made a Record in 

the Opening Game at Franklin Park.,” Buffalo Commer-

cial Advertiser, May 13, 1895. 

 

 

May 12, 1895 Box Score 

San Francisco Chronicle April 23, 1912 
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An Encounter with Joe Morgan 

by Steve Smith 

I 
n an article published in the New York Times dated 

March 27, 2011, author Dan Barry interviewed for-

mer Boston Red Sox manager (1988-1991) Joe Mor-

gan.  In the article Barry writes: “Our dialogue began two 

years ago in Morgan’s hometown, Walpole Mass.  Nes-

tled in an armchair, his feet shod in Red Sox slippers, he 

reflected on everything from the worst ball field he ever 

played on  (Keokuk, Iowa) to the best all-around player 

in history (Jimmie Foxx)…..” 

Well, as a long time historian of Keokuk baseball, that 

item caught my eye.  When did Morgan ever play in 

Keokuk?  Why would he remember the field in particular?  

So I filed the comment on my lengthy to-do list that 

someday I would try to contact Joe Morgan and get his 

thoughts on that field in Keokuk which went by the name 

of Joyce Park and has long since disappeared.   

The first thing I did was find out when Morgan played at 

Joyce Park.  Going to www.baseball-reference.com, I 

found out that the only time Morgan would have played 

there was with Evansville in the Three-I League in 1953 

for whom he played 78 games that year.  So the next thing 

to do was consult the 1953 Three-I League schedule to see 

when Evansville played in Keokuk.  The schedule showed 

the Evansville Braves made 4 trips to Keokuk in the sum-

mer of 1953: 

June 4,5,6 

June 30, July 1 

July 14, 15 

August 16, 17 

Morgan did not play in the early June series nor did he 

play in the June 30 or July 15 game.  He did play 4 of the 

9 games Evansville played in Keokuk.  He had the follow-

ing stat line: 
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July 1 Evansville 16, Keokuk 11, 1-6, SS, 3 PO, 5 assists, no 

errors 

July 14 Keokuk 8, Evansville 1, 0-3, SS, 1 PO, 2 assists, no 

errors 

August 16 Keokuk 7, Evansville 6, 1-4, SS 1 PO, 2 assists, 1 

error 

August 17 Evansville 6, Keokuk 5, 2-5, SS, 2 PO, 2 assists, 

no errors 

So Joe went 4-18 with 11 assists and one error from the 

shortstop position.  Pretty normal stats for young minor 

league shortstop.  Nothing really memorable here.   

So after minimal researching I had found out that Morgan 

did indeed play at Joyce Park.  With nothing out of the 

ordinary documented I figured that Morgan just liked the 

name Keokuk and threw it out in the interview with no 

real opinion.   

The file sat dormant for a year or so until February 27, 

2013, when I attended a SABR meeting in Naples FL.  Lo 

and behold who showed up at the meeting other than Joe 

Morgan.  Morgan was attending the meeting simply as a 

spectator but was introduced as were a couple of other 

former major leaguers. 

At the conclusion of the meeting I couldn’t resist asking 

Joe Morgan about the article.  I figured he wouldn’t even 

remember the article or the quote nor remember Keokuk 

IA and that would be that. 

Boy was I wrong.  I introduced myself to Joe and told him 

that I was from Keokuk IA and had read the quote by 

him.  Before I could get it all out of my mouth, he re-

sponded with “I know what you are gonna say!”  And 

“Yes, the field was terrible, worst I ever played on, rocks 

and pebbles in the field.”  And not only that, he went on 

to say “The town had a smell about it.  Some corn pro-

cessing plant.  You could smell it all over town”  (Yes, that 

was the Hubinger Company and Joe was correct.) 

Joe kept going saying that there was only one place in 

town where all the players ate.  Some western place he 

said.  I prompted him with the name “Chuck Wagon” 

which was where all the Keokuk players ate and he said 

“Yes, that’s it.” 

I asked Joe for a picture which is shown above.  Joe 

couldn’t have been more gracious in our brief discussion.  

I certainly enjoyed it and as author Barry stated “My only 

hope was to find a white-haired man exuding boyish 

wonder;  who looked as if he was about to see a baseball 

game for the 10,000th time – and for the first.”  I, too, 

met that man in Joe Morgan that February night in Na-

ples. 

Charlotte News May 31, 1909 
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Manny McIntyre 

Breaking through baseball's colour barrier 

By Bill Young 

I 
t’s been 70 years since that April 18, 1946, day when 

Jackie Robinson first stepped up to the plate in 

New Jersey as a member of the International 

League Montreal Royals and formally, irrevocably, abso-

lutely, shattered the obscene colour barrier that had 

shaped all organized baseball to that moment. He struck 

out. 

But not next time. Next time up he belted a home run, 

obliterating forever the specious myth that blacks were 

not good enough to compete at baseball with whites. 

Robinson was brilliant in Montreal, piloting the Royals to 

the Little World Series Championship, and earning MVP 

honours en route. 

The following year he joined the National League Brook-

lyn Dodgers, was named Rookie of the Year and led his 

club into the World Series. The rest is history. 

It is also incomplete. For as much as Robinson stands tall 

as the lodestar of baseball’s integration, it’s useful to re-

member that in 1946 he was not alone in helping the 

game shed its iron curtain of shame. 

Five others players of colour shared that burden. Four 

were Dodgers’ farm hands; the other was Manny McIn-

tyre of Fredericton, N.B. 

John Wright and Roy Partlow, veteran Negro League 

hurlers, had both been Robinson’s Montreal teammates 

before being demoted to Trois-Rivières, where they 

pitched the local Royals to the CanAm League champion-

ship. 

Don Newcombe and Roy Campanella were equally suc-

cessful with Nashua in New England. 

But Manny McIntyre was the maverick, free of any links 

to the Dodgers, or anyone else. 

As a youth he excelled in all sports, favouring mostly 

hockey and baseball. He soon teamed up with Herbie and 

Ozzie Carnegie, two Toronto-area hockey-playing broth-

ers, also black, and working as a line, the trio mesmerized 

the crowds in every arena they entered. 

Adopting deep-edged monikers like Dark Destroyers or 

Black Aces to highlight their African roots, they rose to 

prominence in the Quebec Senior Hockey League, draw-

ing on a mix of skill and flair to keep their opponents 

rocking back on their heels. Fans loved them. 

McIntyre was also a top-grade baseball player who spent 

several summers on diamonds across Quebec, in such 

towns as Trois-Rivières, Sherbrooke, Drummondville and 

beyond. 

In 1946, Sherbrooke joined organized baseball’s newly-

formed Border League as the Canadians and signed 

McIntyre to play shortstop. He made his first, historic 

appearance on June 1, in Sherbrooke, thereby becoming 

the sixth ball player overall – and first Canadian – to in-

tegrate the professional game. 

According to the Sherbrooke Record, McIntyre came out 

swinging, providing, “a weekend hitting display that glad-

dened the hearts of the paying customers.” He seemed on 

his way. 

Unfortunately such was not to be. A late-season hockey 

injury to his shoulder re-aggravated by the wear-and-tear 

of baseball soon forced him from the field of play. He 

stepped down on June 30, after only 30 games, and 

boasting a .300 batting average. 

That was time enough, however, to confirm McIntyre’s 

place in baseball history, as the first Canadian of African 
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descent to play within the organized game, adding his 

name to the select list of other pioneering ball players 

whose courage and determination helped change the face 

of baseball forever. 

McIntyre’s hockey and semi-pro baseball journey contin-

ued for several more years before he hung up skates and 

shiny spikes. He found employment in the West Island, at 

Dorval airport, where for years his friendly face and wel-

coming demeanour brought aid and comfort to travellers 

in need. 

Manny McIntyre was a good man whose place in sports 

history deserves greater respect. He has been inducted 

into both New Brunswick Sports and Baseball Halls of 

Fame, but around here his achievements remain pretty 

well ignored. 

Which is too bad, for his story is our story, too. And the 

days are running out. 

Manny McIntyre died on June 11, 2011, in Candiac, QB. 

He was 92. 

JUNIOR WORLD SERIES CAREER RECORDS 

by Bob Bailey 

T 
he Junior World Series (JWS) was an annual 

year-end series between the champs of the 

American Association and International League. 

The formal part of the series began in 1920 and contin-

ued through 1962 with a break in 1935. The series re-

sumed in 1970 and was played eight time through 1991. 

The JWS went to a PCL/IL series from 1998 to 2000 and 

the JWS became a one-game interleague championship 

in 2006. Prior to 1920 there were post-season series in 

1904, 1906, 1907, and 1917. Other high minor league in-

terleague series were played in 1919, 1924, 1925, 1972, 

and 1983. The 2016 game will be played on September 20 

in Memphis. 

The list below compiles career JWS records for batters 

and pitchers. The lists contain many Baltimore Orioles of 

the International League as they played in six consecutive 

series from 1920 to 1925. But a few other names show up 

in several other categories. 

CAREER BATTING 

INDIVIDUAL 

    

Series   6 Joe Boley, Fritz Maisel,  

    Merwin Jacobson, Jack  

    Ogden 

Games   45 Joe Boley 

At Bats   180 Joe Boley 

Runs   32 Fritz Maisel 

Hits   55 Fritz Maisel 

Doubles  11 Jim Gleeson 

Triples   4 Merwin Jacobson 

Home Runs  5 Mickey Heath, Alex  

    Kampouris, Harry Walk 

    er 

RBI   24 Jack Bentley 

Total Bases  83 Fritz Maisel 

BA (min 40 AB)  .468 Fred Brainerd 

SA (min 40 AB)  .754 Nick Cullop 

OBP (min 40 AB) .510 Fred Brainerd 

Sac Hits  11 Merwin Jacobson 

Stolen Bases  7 Jim Gleeson 

Walks   27 Fritz Maisel 

Pinch AB  7 Tom Angley 

Pinch Hits  3 Billy Southworth 

PH Ave (min 3 AB) .667 Frank Kelleher (2/3),  

    Sam Narron (2/3), Earl  

    Wooten (2/3) 

PO(incomplete)  210 Jack Bentley 

Assists(incomplete) 130 Joe Boley 

Errors   12 Joe Boley 

Sac Fly   3 Heinie Sand, Ray Pep 

    per, Damon Phillips 

Passed Balls  4 Otto Frietag 
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CAREER PITCHING 

INDIVIDUAL 

    

Wins   10 Jack Ogden 

Loses   8 Lefty Grove 

Pct (min 5 dec)  1.000 Jack Bentley (5-0) 

(lowest)   .000 Charley Hall (0-5); Roy  

    Wilkinson (0-5) 

ERA (Min 18 IP) 9.47 Duke Markell (19 IP) 

(lowest)   0.00 Red Embree (18 IP) 

Games   21 Jack Ogden 

Games Started  13 Lefty Grove 

Complete Games 6 Jack Ogden 

Innings Pitched  115.2 Jack Ogden 

Hits   127 Jack Ogden 

Runs   66 Jack Ogden 

Earned Runs  47 Jack Ogden 

Walks   62 Lefty Grove 

Strikeouts  75 Lefty Grove 

Relief Wins  2 Tommy Thomas, Jack  

    Ogden, Tot Presnell,  

    Chet Kehn, Jack Crimi 

    an, Ben Tincup, Virgil  

    Jester, Cisco Carlos 

Relief Loses  3 Jim Konstanty, Roy Wil 

    kinson 

Saves   5 Jay Baller 

Wild Pitches  6 Jack Ogden, Bud Par 

    melee 

Balks   2 Herman Bell, Pat  

    McGlothlin 

Hit Batsmen  4 Tex Carleton 

INTERLEAGUE PLAY IN THE MINOR 

LEAGUES 

by Frank Hamilton 

 

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE – AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

O 
ne of the first attempts to play a series of Inter-

league games in the Minor Leagues was the 

agreement between the International League 

and the American Association in 1917 to add a series of 

games to their schedule at the end of a short season.  The 

idea was credited to Charles Ebbets, President of the 

Brooklyn club and former owner of Newark.  The two 

leagues would play their normal schedule involving only 

teams within their own boundaries but would end that 

play on August 4.  Then American Association teams 

would travel to International League cities and play a 

series of 3 games with each of that circuit’s clubs.  Imme-

diately afterward the International League teams would 

travel westward and engage the American Association 

clubs a series of 3 games, with both leagues ending the 

season on September 22.  A schedule was drawn up and 

season play began for both leagues.  However, on May 26, 

at a meeting in Chicago, the American Association unani-

mously voted to withdraw from the agreement citing “bad 

weather and heavy losses” as the reason.  Both the Ameri-

can Association and the International Leagues then add-

ed games to their own schedules to fill out the season. 

References: 

John Pardon tips on the occurrence of this “almost” In-

terleague Play and provision of schedule. 

Sporting News, issue of March 22, 1917, page 3, column 1, 

announcing the agreement. 

Sporting News, issue of March 22, 1917, page 8, schedule. 

Sporting News, issue of May 31, 1917. page 2, column 6, 

announcing withdrawal from agreement. 

Reach Guide of 1918, pages 167 and 175, relating events 

of an “almost” Interleague series. 

 

PAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

The birth of the Pan-American Association occurred on 

January 14, 1959 at a joint meeting of Texas League and 

Mexican League officials.  The agreement between the 

two leagues was to play an interleague schedule of games 

for 1959.  The agreement was renewed for the 1960 and 

1961 seasons.  It is believed that this may be the first in-
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terleague playing agreement, actually implemented, be-

tween OB leagues for games played in the regular season 

during the modern era.  Since there have been many 

loosely associated leagues in baseball’s early years, it can-

not be confirmed absolutely. 

The first official interleague game was played May 12 at 

Disch Field, home of the Austin Senators of the Texas 

League and pitted the Nuevo Laredo Tecolotes (Owls) of 

the Mexican League against the Senators.  There were 

actually two other Interleague games played the same day 

but the official opening was considered to be the game of 

Nuevo Laredo at Austin.  Top officials of baseball were in 

attendance including Commissioner Ford Frick and 

George Trautman, president of the National Association.  

Austin won the contest, 8 to 2. 

During the three years that the agreement lasted, the 

Texas Leaguers were able to dominate the series against 

their Mexican League rivals. 

Below are the won and loss records of the matchups. 

The 1959 season: 

        Texas League                Mexican League  

        vs Mexican League                 vs Texas League 

                  W   L  T     W   L  T 

Tulsa            24  11  0 Mexico City Reds  21  15  0 

Victoria         24  12 0 Monterrey  17  19  0 

San Antonio      23  12 0 Poza Rica  17  19  0 

Austin           21  15  0 Veracruz   11  24  0 

Corpus Christi   19  17  0 Nuevo Laredo  11  25  0 

Amarillo         19  17  0 Mexico City Tigers  7  28  0 

TOTAL                130  84  0     TOTAL                               84 130  0 

In this initial year, each club in both leagues was booked 

for three games in the park of every team in the rival cir-

cuit.  The two loops hooked up in an all-star game at 

Mexico City, July 12 with the Mexican stars winning, 9 to 

3, before a crowd of 19,089. 

In the Pan-American Series, pitting the playoff winners of 

each league, Austin of the Texas League won over the 

Mexico City Reds of the Mexican League four games to 

one. 

The 1960 season: 

 

 Texas League   Mexican League 

 vs Mexican League          vs Texas League 

                          W   L  T   W   L  T 

Victoria   25  11  1  Mexico City Tigers  21  13  0 

Rio Grande Valley 24  12 0 Mexico City Reds    16  20  0 

San Antonio  22  13 0 Monterrey                 13  22  0  

Amarillo   22  14 0 Puebla                        13  23  1  

Austin   18  18  1 Poza Rica                  12  24  0  

Tulsa   17  17  0 Veracruz                   10  26  1 

TOTAL                128  85  2 TOTAL                     85 128  2 

Like the first year, each club was scheduled for three 

games in the park of every team in the other circuit dur-

ing the regular season.  The two leagues also played a Pan

-Am all-star game at San Antonio, July 10.  The contest 

which attracted a crowd of 8,061, was won by the Texas 

League squad, 7 to 2. 

In the Pan-American Series, Tulsa of the Texas League 

won against the Mexico City Tigers, four games to one. 

The 1961 season: 

        Texas League                Mexican League 

        vs Mexican League                        vs Texas League 

                 W   L  T                                     W   L  T 

Amarillo       19   5  0 Veracruz   11  13  2  

Tulsa          17   5  0 Monterrey  10  12  0  

Ardmore        16   8  0 Puebla       7  17  0 

San Antonio    15   8  1 Mexico City Tigers     7  17  0 

Victoria       15   9  0 Mexico City Reds       7  17  0   

Austin         12  12  1 Poza Rica               5  18  0   

TOTAL          94  47  2                 TOTAL               47  94  2 

In the final year of the agreement, each club visited the 

park of every team in the rival circuit twice.  The two 

leagues also played a pair of Pan-Am all-star games.  The 

Mexican League won both, 8 to 3 before 13,644 fans in 

Mexico City , July 15, and 12 to 3 before 3,850 at San An-

tonio, July 30. 

In the Pan-Am Series, San Antonio of the Texas League 

won against Veracruz of the Mexico League, four games 

to two. 
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SUMMARY: 

During the regular season for the three years the Texas 

league had a record against the Mexican League of 352 

wins and only 216 losses, with 4 ties.  A win percentage 

of .620.  In addition the Texas League won all three Pan-

Am Series with a combined record of 12 wins and 4 loss-

es.  The only consolation for the Mexican League was that 

they were able to win 3 of the 4 all-star games. 

References: 

Sporting News, issue of January 21, 1959, page 19 

Sporting News, issue of May 20, 1959 

Sporting News Guides of 1960, 1961 & 1962 

 

MEXICAN NORTHERN LEAGUE – MEXICAN ROOKIE 

LEAGUE 

In 1968 the Mexican Northern League played a series of 

Interleague games with the Mexican Rookie League.  Da-

ta concerning the Interleague encounters is not easily 

obtained and what data does exist is somewhat perplex-

ing.  First, listed below are the final standings of the two 

leagues as reported by the Sporting News Guide. 

Mexican Northern League              Mexican Rookie League 

                           W    L   T                            W    L   T 

Ensenada  62   40   0    Caborca 55   40   0  

Nogales                 60   40   0   Empalme   43   52   0 

Mexicali                56   45   1    Agua Prieta    33   62   0 

San Luis Rio Colorado    52   50   0   Cananea        30  64   0 

TOTAL                                 230  175   1    TOTAL            161  218   0 

If the Wins and Losses of the two leagues are summed, 

the result is 391 Wins and 393 Losses with 1 team in-

volved in a tie.  Not only is the other team involved in a 

tie not shown, the Wins and Losses do not balance.  Per-

haps, one of the leagues, or both, chose not to show in 

their standings a few games because of some accepted 

protest or other unknown anomaly.  A check of the The 

Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball shows the same 2 

game imbalance in wins and losses.  The results that are 

shown above easily leads to the conclusion that the Mexi-

can Rookie League was not a good matchup when pitted 

against the Mexican Northern League.  More research on 

these standings and the Interleague series could be more 

enlightening. 

References: 

Sporting News Guide of 1969, pages 423 and 500 

The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball, 2nd Edition, 

pages 501 and 503 

 

DIXIE ASSOCIATION 

Prior to the 1971 season when several Major League fran-

chises chose to shift their Minor League affiliates to other 

venues it appeared as if the Southern League was des-

tined to have only a six team league.  However, Phil Pi-

ton, President of the National Association, and others 

were able to perform some juggling of their own by as-

signing one team of the eight team Texas League to the 

Southern League, and then proposing an interlocking 

schedule of games between the leagues.  Thus the Dixie 

Association was formed.  The Dixie Association was di-

vided into three Divisions, a six team Eastern Division, a 

four team Central Division and a four team Western Divi-

sion.  Due to the distances between the Eastern and 

Western Divisions, these Divisions did not play an inter-

divisional schedule.  But the Central Division was sched-

uled to play interdivisionally with both the East and West 

Divisions.  This led to a very messy situation.  The two 

leagues, the Southern League and the Texas League chose 

to retain their own separate averages.  

Some very interesting Standings can be generated for that 

year, depending on how one looks at them. 

The 1971 season: 

First, the results of the interleague play, without regard to 

division. 

Southern League   Texas League  

vs Texas League   vs Southern League 

                 W   L  DIV                                       W   L  DIV 

Charlotte      16   8   E          Dallas-Ft.Worth    8   2   W 

Asheville      13  12   E          San Antonio           8   2   W 

Columbus       12  12   E          Albuquerque          6   4   W 

Montgomery     10  12   E          Amarillo                  6   4   W 

Savannah       10  13   E          Shreveport            39  28   C 

Birmingham     29  64   C         Arkansas               37  28   C  

Jacksonville      7  16   E          Memphis               33  29   C 

TOTAL          97  137                  TOTAL             137  97 
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Looking at the interleague record between the Southern 

League and the Texas League, summarized by Division. 

Southern League   Texas League  

vs Texas League        vs Southern League 

                  W    L                                  W   L 

Eastern   68   73      Eastern           0   0 

Central    29   64                   Central         109  85 

Western    0    0                     Western        28  12 

TOTAL   97  137                     TOTAL        137  97 

At first glance, it appears that the Texas League by an 

overwhelming margin was the much better league.  But 

the imbalance in the schedule when viewed as a league 

versus league contest causes this warped view.  Birming-

ham, who was a very poor team in the Southern League, 

had an atrocious record against the Texans and played 

some 93 games against them.  Removing that record, will 

reveal that the other Southern League teams were only 

mildly inferior to the Texas League, having a record of 68

–73 against them. 

References: 

John Pardon, Sports Writer covering the Asheville Team 

Sporting News, issue of April 17, 1971, page 41 

Sporting News, issue of May 1, 1971, page 36 

Sporting News Guide of 1972, page 407 and page 446 

 

CAROLINA LEAGUE – WESTERN CAROLINAS LEAGUE 

When the Carolina League and the Western Carolinas 

League shrank from six teams to four teams in 1975 due 

to their inability to secure Major League working agree-

ments, an interlocking schedule was worked out.  Wally 

McKenna, Carolina League President and John Moss, 

Western Carolinas League President got together and 

worked out 1975’s unique schedule.  They believed that 

this would be a one year agreement.  The schedule for 

1975 called for all eight clubs to play 12 games against 

each club in the other circuit, with the results to count in 

the regular standings.  Two all-star games between the 

best players of both leagues were scheduled.  One game 

would be played July 25 at the park of the first half leader 

of the Western Carolinas League and the other July 26 at 

the park of the first half leader of the Carolina League. 

The two league presidents’ optimism that additional 

clubs would be added to each of the leagues in 1976, 

thereby not necessitating the agreement to be renewed, 

was not sustained and there was also interleague play in 

1976 although it was cut back considerably. 

The 1975 season: 

        Carolina                       Western Carolinas  

         vs Western Carolinas                  vs Carolina 

 

                   W    L   T                                   W    L   T 

Rocky Mount      38    8   0        Spartanburg   21   25   0          

Winston-Salem  31   16   0        Anderson         18  26   0 

Salem                   27   18   0        Greenwood     16   29   0 

Lynchburg           19   24   0       Charleston       11   35   0 

TOTAL                115   66   0       TOTAL            66  115   0 

The Carolina League was clearly the dominant league. 

 

The 1976 season: 

        Carolina Western Carolinas  

         vs Western Carolinas      vs Carolina 

 

                   W   L   T            W  L   T 

Winston-Salem    12   4    0        Spartanburg      8   8    0 

Salem                     10   6    0        Charleston         6  10   0  

Peninsula                9   6    0        Asheville             5  10   0 

Lynchburg              9   7    0        Greenwood         4  12   0 

TOTAL                  40  23   0        TOTAL             23  40   0 

 

The Carolina League maintained its superiority again in 

1976. 

References: 

Sporting News, issue of April 12, 1975, page 42 

Sporting News Guide of 1976, pages 447 and 497 

Sporting News Guide of 1977, pages 461 and 528 

The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball, 2nd Edition, 

pages 534, 539 
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AAA ALLIANCE 

Harold Cooper, President of the International League and 

Joe Ryan, longtime American Association President had 

discussed the possibilities of interleague play between 

their two leagues many times.  When Joe Ryan retired 

due to health reasons, it appeared that the American As-

sociation would choose Ken Grandquist, owner and presi-

dent of the Iowa Cubs, as his successor.  However, when 

the AA directors persuaded Harold Cooper to also serve 

as head of their league simultaneously with his duties in 

the IL, the interleague plan gained momentum when the 

Triple–A leagues met in Hollywood, Florida in the fall of 

1987.  The subject was discussed informally in an all 

night session in Cooper’s hotel room.  The Pacific Coast 

League nixed the plan because of the vast geographic dis-

tances between their cities and those of the IL and AA.  

However, the AA and the IL remained a possibility.  Late 

in the day on September 28, 1987, the AAA Alliance was 

formed with the AA and the IL agreeing to participate in 

interleague play for the 1988 season and the pact was to 

run for four years.  Harold Cooper then served as Com-

missioner of the AAA Alliance. 

The 1988 season: 

 American Ass’n   International  

 vs International     vs American Ass’n  

                  W    L                       W    L 

Indianapolis     27   13            Rochester       22   17 

Denver           25   14            Tidewater       21   19 

Omaha            25   15            Syracuse         16   23 

Louisville       24   16            Richmond      16   24 

Nashville        24   16            Columbus      16   24 

Iowa             23   17            Maine             16   24 

Oklahoma City  20   19            Pawtucket     14   26  

Buffalo          19   21            Toledo            10   30 

TOTAL              187  131            TOTAL         131  187 

 

The American Association was much more successful in 

the interleague matchups than was the International 

League. 

 

 

The 1989 season: 

            American Ass’n              International  

            vs International                              vs American Ass’n  

                   W    L                                                    W    L 

Buffalo                  29   12      Rochester                          25   19 

Omaha                  26   18      Syracuse                            25   19 

Nashville              24   20     Richmond                         24   20 

Denver                  24   20     Tidewater                         24   20 

Louisville             20   23     Columbus                          22   22 

Indianapolis        19   25      Toledo                                21   22 

Iowa                      14   30      Pawtucket                         21   23 

Oklahoma City   14   30       Scranton-Wilkes-Barre  16   25 

TOTAL               170  178      TOTAL                            178  170 

 

The International League turned the tables on the Ameri-

can Association from the year before and won the inter-

league matchups. 

 

The 1990 season: 

            American Ass’n                               International  

           vs International              vs American Ass’n  

                       W    L                                      W    L 

Omaha                28   16     Columbus                            28   16 

Nashville            25   19     Rochester                             23   21 

Buffalo                24   20    Scranton-Wilkes-Barre     23   21 

Iowa                     24   20   Richmond                             21   23 

Oklahoma City  22   21     Tidewater                            20   24 

Louisville            22   22    Pawtucket                            20   24 

Denver                 18   26    Syracuse                               18   26 

Indianapolis       18   26    Toledo                                   17   26 

TOTAL              181  170    TOTAL                               170  181 

 

The American Association had a slight advantage in in-

terleague encounters. 
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During the 1990 season, there were heated discussions 

over the Professional Baseball Agreement (PBA) that was 

due to expire in early 1991.  The Major Leagues wanted to 

cut back on subsides to their minor league affiliates.  

These subsides included equipment, travel expenses, tele-

vision revenue and salaries.  Despite the objections of the 

Minor Leagues, a new PBA was adopted in Chicago dur-

ing simultaneous negotiation with ongoing Winter Meet-

ings in Los Angeles in December 1990. 

The effect, especially on travel, caused some curtailment 

of the interleague schedule of the AAA Alliance.  In 1991 

the Western Division of the American Association did not 

schedule interleague play with the Eastern Division of the 

International League. 

The 1991 season: 

           American Ass’n                                International  

           vs International                                vs American Ass’n  

                  W    L                                      W    L 

Iowa                     11    9      Rochester                             15    5 

Indianapolis      20   19     Pawtucket                            14    6 

Denver                  9   11      Columbus                            25   15 

Nashville            17   23     Tidewater                             22   16 

Omaha                  7   13     Richmond                             23   17 

Oklahoma City    7   13     Toledo                                  20   20 

Buffalo                15   24     Syracuse                               10   10  

Louisville           13   27     Scranton-Wilkes-Barre      10   10 

TOTAL              99  139     TOTAL                                139   99 

The edge in interleague play, without any doubt, went to 

the International League. 

On July 9, 1991 the Directors of the International League 

voted to end the AAA Alliance, ending four years of inter-

league play with the American Association after the 1991 

season.  The America Association Directors actually fa-

vored continuing the Alliance. 

During the four years of interleague play, the American 

Association recorded 637 wins to the International 

League’s 618 wins. 

References: 

“The International League, A Baseball History” by Bill 

O’Neal pages 205, 206, 211, 214, 216 

The Encyclopedia of Minor League Baseball, 2nd Edition, 

pages 587 and 607 

Sporting Newa Guide of 1989, pages 345 and 355 

Sporting News Guide of 1990, pages 345 and 355 

Sporting News Guide of 1991, pages 340 and 351 

Sporting News Guide of 1992, pages 343 and 354 

 

OTHER INSTANCES OF INTERLEAGUE PLAY IN THE MI-

NORS 

There are possibly other instances of interleague play be-

tween minor leagues.  In the early years there were many 

games played between teams representing different 

leagues or associations.  Whether these games were pure 

exhibitions or counted as games in their individual 

leagues is unclear.  Also, there is some evidence of inter-

league play in the Venezuela Leagues.  That area is not 

heavily covered by the sources usually consulted by 

American researchers.  But the subject is still open for 

exploration. 

Macon Daily Chronicle May 12, 1911 
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1941 CHEYENNE INDIANS RESEARCH PROJECT 

SUMMARY 

by Paul Goodson 

P 
rofessional baseball came to the state of Wyo-

ming in 1941 in the form of the Cheyenne Indi-

ans.  The Indians became part of the Class D 

Western League.  That league was originally named the 

Nebraska State League (NSL)  but after the Class A West-

ern League disbanded following the 1937 season the NSL 

seized upon the storied name of the Western League.  The 

NSL  began operating under the Western League moniker 

in 1939. This new Western League continued to struggle 

financially despite the new name and in 1940 nearly dis-

banded. But instead of ending operation the league decid-

ed to expand and give it one more try. For the 1941 sea-

son they added 3 teams along the Front Range of the 

Rockies (Denver, Pueblo, & Cheyenne) to the existing 

teams in Norfolk (NE), Sioux Falls (SD), and Sioux City 

(IA).  

Only Norfolk (Yankees), Pueblo (Browns), and Sioux City 

(Cardinals) had major league affiliations, the remaining 

clubs were independents. Cheyenne’s community leaders 

brought professional baseball to town in large part due to 

the growing military presence at Fort F.E. Warren 

(10,000 soldiers were stationed there by the summer of 

1941). The peacetime draft enacted in late 1940 was 

swelling the ranks of military bases around the country. 

Cheyenne felt baseball would be a useful free time activity 

for the large number of soldiers which had been added to 

the small city of Cheyenne (non-military population ap-

proximately 25,000 in 1941). 

FRONT OFFICE 

Club President John Pickett hired friend and local busi-

nessman F. B. McVicar to serve as General Manager of 

the club. McVicar’s first duty was to hire a field manager, 

in addition he was responsible to oversee upgrades to 

Pioneer Park where the Indians would play their home 

games (seating was expanded from 750 to 2000 and im-

proved lighting was added). McVicar hired Johnny Kerr 

from the Los Angeles area to manage the Indians. Kerr 

had played in the majors for 8 seasons between 1923-

1934 with the Tigers, White Sox, and Senators.  He had 

spent the previous 4 seasons (1937-1940) managing in 

the Class B Western International League.  

PUTTING A TEAM TOGETHER 

Kerr had a mammoth undertaking before him in assem-

bling a team for the 1941 season.  In addition to the diffi-

culty of putting together a competitive team while lacking 

major league affiliation, Kerr had less than a month from 

the date of his hire until the first game of the season.  

Kerr did a terrific job of finding ballplayers. His first sign-

ee was ace pitcher George Milstead, who also served as 

informal pitching coach. Milstead was a 38 year old lefty 

that had pitched for the Cubs during 3 seasons of the 

1920’s, his minor league career spanned from 1921 to 

1950. In 1941 he would lead the Western League with 19 

wins, 5 losses and a 2.28 ERA in 217 innings and was 

named to the All Star team at season’s end. Another key 

signee was Tex Sanner, a 20 year old ballplayer who was 

skilled at the plate (.279 in 104 AB) and on the mound 

(10-5, 2.76 ERA).  Sanner missed several weeks in the 

latter part of the season due to an appendectomy. After 

playing his first pro ball in 1941, Sanner would go on to 

have an illustrious 17 year minor league career. Robert 

Perry (11-10, 4.20 ERA) tossed a no-hitter for Cheyenne 

in his first appearance and had a solid campaign before 

being sidelined with an arm injury in the final month. 

“Wild Bill” Evans (10-13, 4.71 ERA) pitched a 1 hitter for 

the Indians and was a solid performer throughout the 

season. He was the only young player on the team who 

would eventually make it to the major leagues (Manager 

Kerr and pitcher Milstead had been big leaguers in their 

younger days), having brief stints with the White Sox in 

1949 and Red Sox in 1951.  

In addition to solid pitching the Indians performed well 

at the plate and in the field. Manager Johnny  Kerr played 

second base well enough to be named to the Western 

League all-star team.  At age 42 Kerr led the Western 
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with 29 stolen bases while batting .268 with 14 doubles 

and 52 RBI’s.  His backup was Mel Bergman who bat-

ted .282 with 10 home runs and 62 RBI’s. Bergman 

played primarily in left field, but occasionally spelled 

Kerr at second base.  At shortstop was the steady Mickey 

McKnight (also a league all-star) who batted .237 with 15 

doubles and 44 runs driven in. Third baseman Jerry Jor-

dan also had an all-star season batting .295 with 12 dou-

bles, 8 triples, 6 homers and 74 RBI.  First base was cov-

ered by John Earl for 29 games until he left the team to 

take a job in a munitions plant (.339, 9 doubles, 26 RBI 

in 118 AB). His replacement Lester Newkirk, was no 

slouch either batting .285 with 14 doubles, 10 triples, and 

60 RBI. Catching duties were shared by 19 year old Paul 

Palermo (.206 in 49 games) and 23 year old Arthur Hol-

land (.224 in 50 games), with occasional backup by Frank 

Fabac.  

In addition to Mel Bergman (usually in Left), the out-

fielders included John Metz (.257, 15 doubles, 10 homers, 

49 RBI) in Center along with shared Right Field duties by 

Homer Day (.259, 17 RBI in 43 games, Day also had 1-1 

record in 7 games pitched), and Frank Fabac (.254, 8 

doubles, 6 triples, 30 RBI in a combined 80 games play-

ing for both Cheyenne and Pueblo). 

 

THE SEASON 

The 1941 Western League had a 110 game schedule that 

ran from May 15 through September 1. The season (and 

post-season) were beset with a large number of rainouts, 

so only Sioux City & Denver actually played their full slate 

of contests.  

The league operated using a Shaughnessy playoff method 

for 1941 (for more background: http://www.baseball-

reference.com/bullpen/Shaughnessy_Playoffs ). As a re-

sult the #1 Norfolk Yankees met the #3 Sioux City Soos in 

a best of 5 series and the #2 Indians faced off with the #4 

Pueblo Rollers.  Pointing again to the success of the Chey-

enne franchise despite the odds against them, they were 

the only independent squad to qualify for the playoffs.  

Had the Indian pitching staff not have been hit by multi-

ple injuries in the last month of the season; they may 

have won the league title. In the two best of five match-

ups Norfolk downed Sioux City and Pueblo toppled Chey-

enne, both series ran to five games. The finals were 

scheduled to be a best of seven affair. However, multiple 

days of rainouts after game 5 resulted in Pueblo being 

declared the champ by League President J. Roy Carter.  

Pueblo led the series 3 games to 2 at the time of the an-

nouncement. The league was forced to call the series be-

cause the date had reached September 15 and all player 

and umpire contracts stipulated that as the end of the 

season. 

PLANS FOR 1942 

The 1941 Western League had been a surprising success 

and had rejuvenated the former Nebraska State League. 

Most teams at least broke even financially.  The front of-

fices were busy making expansion plans for 1942. They 

planned to add between 2 and 4 additional teams 

(possible cities to add: Wichita, Topeka, Omaha, Lincoln, 

St Joseph and/or Casper). In addition the league would 

move up to Class C and all teams would have major 

league affiliation. Cheyenne’s team had proven a success 

on and off the field and John Pickett’s long relationship 

with Branch Rickey paid off on December 4th, 1941 when 

he signed with the Brooklyn Dodgers to become their 

Class C affiliate in 1942 (article below).  Unfortunately, 

Pearl Harbor occurred 3 days later, and by the spring of 

1942 the Western League suspended operations for the 

duration of the war. Professional baseball has been ab-

sent from Wyoming’s capitol city ever since. 

SOURCES: 

Wyoming State Archives (photos as well as microfilm of 

The Wyoming Eagle and The Wyoming Tribune newspa-

pers) 

The Sporting News archives 

The Western League, A Baseball History, 1885 through 

1999 by W.C. Madden and Patrick J. Stewart 

Memoirs of Judge John C. Pickett 
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PLAYING WITH TIGERS: A MINOR LEAGUE 

CHRONICLE OF THE SIXTIES  

BY GEORGE GMELCH 

2016, University of Nebraska Press: Lincoln and London 
[ISBN 978-0-8032-7681-9, 263 pages] 

$26.95 USD, hardcover 

Reviewed by  

Bill Young 

In the beginning George Gmelch was a professional base-

ball player. Even before gaining recognition as an anthro-

pologist at the top of his profession, he was a power-

hitting first baseman signed to a Detroit Tigers minor-

league contract. By age 21 he had already begun working 

his way through the Tigers system, aiming for the major 

leagues. 

Unfortunately, it was a journey destined to end awkward-

ly, and prematurely. Gmelch played his last professional 

baseball game in 1970, a 26-year old member of the 

Drummondville, Quebec Cubs, of the independent Que-

bec Provincial League. He has suggested he enjoyed this 

last baseball outing as much as any.  

And that was it. He made a graceful exit, returning to 

Stanford and graduating with a Ph. D in anthropology, as 

did his wife, Sharon Bohn. Together they launched note-

worthy careers in their discipline, leaving a broad mark 

across their profession, both as authors and academics.    

Throughout it all, Gmelch’s short-lived baseball experi-

ences seemed to hang around in the deepest recesses of 

his mind labeled “unfinished business”. Because of unfor-

tunate circumstances, he had never been able to gauge 

how good a baseball player he might have become had he 

fully run out the string. 

It was not until 2010 that Gmelch, then in his mid-sixties, 

elected to do something about it, to tell his own baseball 

story and see where that took him. 

The result was the book, Playing with Tigers: A Minor 

League Chronicle of the Sixties. Published in 2016, it of-

fers a frank, boldly etched portrait of the time long ago 

when the author was just one more young baseball player 

anonymously churning his way through the maelstrom of 

the minor leagues, his eye fixed firmly on the prize – a 

Major League call-up. 

Gmelch has a baker’s dozen of books under his belt, a 

couple of which take an anthropological look at baseball. 

Playing with Tigers is quite unlike the others; rather it 

offers a deeply personal, introspective look at life in the 

minor leagues of some 50 years ago as seen through the 

prism of his own experiences. 

In describing minor league life on and off the diamond, 

Gmelch lays everything out, warts and all: on-field and 

off exploits are all fair game, including  some that might 

qualify for 18+ ratings. As a result the reader gains more 

information, is let in on the story’s subtle nuances, and 

becomes aware of the countless challenges and hardships 

that life in the minor leagues brings.  

Although Gmelch is the main figure in this story, he isn’t 

necessarily its hero. In fact, there isn’t one. Instead, be-

cause of the author’s commitment to frankness, what we 

meet is a young man far from his San Matteo, California 

home, trying to make his way, and as often as not, screw-

ing up.  

Playing with Tigers is a fascinating read, one I heartily 

recommend. It will resonate most brilliantly with those of 

us who came of age in the 1960s, growing up against a 

background of an expanding Viet Nam War and the dra-
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matic upheaval of life and values within North America 

society. This is how Gmelch puts it: 

 

When I went off ...to play rookie ball in 

Duluth, Minnesota, I knew little of the 

world, or about life, for that matter. I’d 

barely ventured outside of the all-white, 

middle class Bay Area suburb of my 

childhood. Over the next four seasons, 

however, I would come of age in base-

ball’s Minor Leagues... In the course of 

doing so, I threw off religion and ac-

quired politics. While playing in the 

Midwest, Northeast, mid-Atlantic, and 

Florida, I got to know small-town Amer-

ica – all against the backdrop of the Vi-

etnam War and civil rights protests and 

the emerging counterculture. The social 

and political turmoil of the times spilled 

over into the world of baseball with per-

sonal consequences, especially after my 

immersion in the Jim Crow South. (pp. 

xviii, xix,)   

As the book’s sub-title suggests, Playing with Tigers is a 

chronicle, although Gmelch calls it a memoir. And in-

deed, the book is something of a paradox, a coming-of-

age tale described by the veteran who lived it, a breath-

less adventure story told in retrospect through the wis-

dom of time.  

This double-edged narration reminds one of lines by T. S. 

Eliot found in his epic Four Quartets: “We shall not 

cease from exploration/and the end of all our exploring/ 

will be to arrive where we started/ and to know the 

place for the first time.” 

As both anthropologist and author, George Gmelch is no 

stranger to the rigors of detailed research – and these 

skills are evident in this book. He contacted 30-some for-

mer players and friends; tracked down newspapers of the 

day, read through old letters, and, richest find of all, re-

discovered the all-but-forgotten journal he had kept in 

his baseball days, and which his mother had saved.  

It was this treasure that enabled him to match the 

thoughts of the youthful George with reflections of today. 

The current day Gmelch was often astounded at what he 

learned from and about his younger self, both the percep-

tive bits and the puzzling comments.     

As noted above Gmelch’s minor league trail began in Du-

luth, Minnesota in the Northern League in 1965. A few 

months later he was promoted to Jamestown, N.Y. of the 

Class A New-York Penn State League. The following year 

– which was preceded by his first full stint at spring train-

ing – he was assigned to Daytona of the Florida State 

League. By mid-year his numbers warranted a promotion 

to the next level, Rocky Mount, N. C., the Tigers top-rated 

Class A club. 

There he bombed out so completely he was ignominiously 

demoted to Statesville of the Western Carolinas League, 

the nadir of the Tigers’ Class-A divisions. Fortunately, 

late in the season he ended  back with Daytona where he 

went out on a high note. 

In 1967 he returned to Rocky Mount, this time accompa-

nied by a cluster of former teammates. With his season 

starting well and his meeting team expectations, Gmelch 

was already anticipating the next stop on his upward 

climb. His future was looking bright. 

Like most ball-players Gmelch was a practical joker, and 

several times he had overstepped the bounds only to in-

cur the wrath of the organization. He also tended to resist 

authority, and it was this penchant to push the envelope 

that ultimately spelled his doom. 

The end came in June, 1967. An off-field action taken by 

Gmelch had so angered municipal authorities and the law 

in Rocky Mount that they were prepared to formally 

charge him and put him in jail. Bad enough he had em-

barrassed senior town officials, his team and most of all 

himself, but worse he had placed his very baseball future 

in grave jeopardy.  

Ultimately, the Tigers came to an arrangement with town 

authorities. Rocky Mount would waive all charges on the 

condition that Gmelch was removed from the team and 

sent packing. This was the Tigers’ final straw. After 

shopped him around and finding no takers, the organiza-
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tion cut him from their rosters. His promising days in 

Organized Baseball were toast. 

Deeply discouraged, but not ready to call it quits, Gmelch 

contacted friends in the independent Quebec Provincial 

League (QPL), and soon enough he was signed to a 

Drummondville Cubs contract. (It was this Drummond-

ville connection that first drew me to Gmelch’s book. I’m 

glad it did.)  

A smooth professional operation, the QPL functioned 

outside the framework of Organized Baseball. Considered 

more or less the equivalent of AA-level, the league was 

comprised mostly of American, Hispanic, black and Que-

bec players, many of them having passed through various 

major league clubs. Players there were older, more re-

laxed and home teams drew good-sized crowds. 

Gmelch ended the season among the league’s top players 

and readily re-signed with Drummondville through 1968. 

He then devoted 1969 to life, love and education – but 

returned in 1970 for one last go-round. He called it finis a 

few weeks later, finally satisfied he was leaving the game 

on his own terms. 

That same year also represented the QPL’s last hurrah. 

The Expos had come to Quebec in 1969 and with their 

arrival baseball across the province took on new energy. 

Unfortunately, most of it was focused squarely on the 

Expos’ home turf, Jarry Park.  

Years later, Gmelch ran into Gail Henley, a former man-

ager at both Jamestown and Daytona. Toward the end of 

a long and friendly conversation, Gmelch asked THE 

question that had haunted him all these years: “Could I 

have made it to the major leagues had I not screwed 

up...?” 

Henley took a few moments. “No,” his said. “You were 

good but you weren’t the complete package. You were 

probably lucky to get out of baseball when you did and 

finish school.” Now he knew. 

Except...As George Gmelch expresses in the book’s final 

sentence: “Still, I would love to turn back the clock and 

do it all over again, knowing what I today.” 

That’s why we call it baseball. 

For oldsters who remember where we were when Don 

Larson pitched the only perfect game in World Series his-

tory, Playing With Tigers is a gem. For the younger set, it 

offers an invaluable glimpse into the what-once-was of 

baseball’s minor leagues.   

Chairman: 
Joe Wancho: jw2462@sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Chuck McGill: cmcgill.vt@gmail.com 
 
Online Discussion Group 
 
The committee’s discussion group is on Yahoo Groups. If 
you are a committee member and want to join, send an e
-mail to: SABRminorleagues-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
The discussion site is at: http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/
groups/SABRminorleagues/ 

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 
Are you interested in minor league research but not sure 
what to do?  
 
The SABR Baseball Biography Project is a collection 
of biographies written by SABR members. While concen-
trating on major league players, studies of career minor 
leaguers are encouraged as well. If there is a player you’d 
like to work on, consult the biographies posted on the 
BioProject Committee’s website (http://bioproj.sabr.org) 
and see if one has already been written. If not, contact 
Mark Armour (markarmour04@gmail.com) to join the 
committee.  
 
But the BioProject isn’t just limited to writing stories 
about players.  You could also write an article about a 
ballpark, minor league umpire, manager, or owner, or 
other participant.   
 
Or, you could write a game story about an interesting or 
unusual minor league game.  Game stories are less in-
volved than biographies, and are a good way of “getting 
your feet wet”. 
 
There’s no shortage of topics that could be explored. 
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FIRST BOOK ON SEATTLE’S FINAL MINOR 

LEAGUE TEAM RELEASED 

by Bruce Baskin 

 

S 
eptember 1, 2016 marked the 40th anniversary of 

the final minor league baseball game ever played 

in Seattle, when the Northwest League Rainiers 

defeated the Portland Mavericks, 2-0, behind George 

Meyring’s shutout pitching at Sicks’ Seattle Stadium.  

Just over 1,000 people were in the stands for the finale of 

a sometimes-glorious era of Seattle baseball that had be-

gun back in 1890 and resulted in ten championship flags 

for the city.  By the Rainiers’ demise, there was no radio 

station carrying their games and even the two daily news-

papers were only running cursory AP writeups with lin-

escores instead of boxscores.  Seattle considered itself a 

“major league city” and had little time or interest for the 

little team that had represented it since 1972, two years 

after the Pilots unceremoniously pulled up stakes and 

moved to Milwaukee. 

Histories of past Seattle baseball teams have been written 

over the years, but the NWL Rainiers have rarely even 

merited a passing mention (if that) in any of them, as 

though the authors were embarrassed that a Single A 

team had “Seattle” emblazoned on their jersey fronts.  It 

has been a lost era of Seattle baseball until I published 

what I termed a “final” edition of a Rainiers team history 

that I began as a high school senior in that last 1976 sea-

son. 

I now lives in Chehalis, a town of 8,000 halfway between 

Seattle and Portland.  What began as a two-page master 

roster sheet with all 99 players who wore Rainiers togs 

between 1972 and 1976 is now Anonymous Heroes: Seat-

tle Rainiers Baseball in the 1970’s, a 108-page book with 

four chapters of text in front, loads of statistics and rec-

ords in the back and over 20 team and player photos.  It 

took a while, but I’m pretty happy with this.  I think it’s a 

decent tribute to the team that bridged the gap between 

the Pilots and Mariners. 

Actually, that “gap” spanned seven, not five, years, in-

cluding two summers without pro baseball of any kind in 

Seattle for the first time since the late 19th Century.  A 

number of baseball people had looked into the market 

and its 25,000-seat ballpark as a potential site for a mi-

nor league team, including former Browns and Reds ex-

ecutive Bill DeWitt and Hall of Fame second baseman Joe 

Gordon, but in the end it was a schoolteacher from Sacra-

mento and his wife who brought pro ball back to the Jet 

City. 

Art and Maizie Peterson were acquaintances of Gordon, 

who dropped out of contention for a team when he ac-

cepted a scouting position for 1972.  That left the Peter-

sons to pick up the slack, and Art responded by conclud-

ing negotiations with the City of Seattle for playing dates 

and rent at Sicks’ Stadium, bargained with incoming 

Northwest League president Bob Freitas for a franchise 

fee and set up shop at the ballpark after being awarded 

the former Bend franchise for the coming summer.  This 

all happened in February, when Freitas was looking at a 

five-team league starting play four months out, so I sus-

pect the Petersons didn’t pay much more than $1,000 for 

the team.  This was a time when minor league baseball 

was at its lowest point and franchises could be had for $1 

and assumption of previous debts, so that’s not an unrea-

sonable guess.  It couldn’t have been more than five 

grand.  A NWL franchise would now be worth about $8 

million, according to one sports team broker. 

The Petersons, who named their team the “Rainiers” to 

honor the ballpark’s original PCL occupants,  started too 

late to find a major league affiliate so they spent the 1972 

season as a co-op team with players from the Giants and 

Orioles systems and hired former MLB hurler Ray Wash-

burn, who coached at nearby Bellevue Community Col-

lege, as their first manager.  The team was competitive 

over the first month of the season before fading badly and 

finishing with an NWL-worst 30-50 record.  Attendance 

averaged just over 1,000 per game, aided by an Opening 

Night crowd of 4,123 in June and a Slurpee Night promo-

tion in July that drew a then-Class A record 8,126. 
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The Rainiers went on to spend five campaigns in the 

Northwest League, struggling both artistically and finan-

cially.  The team never won a pennant or division title, 

finishing a composite 182-212 for a .462 won-lost per-

centage between 1972 and 1976.  Three of their players 

(pitchers Manuel Sarmiento and Mike Armstrong, plus 

outfielder Lynn Jones) eventually advanced to the ma-

jors, as did 1974 manager Greg Riddoch.  Seattle spent 

1973 and 1974 as a Reds affiliate before playing as an in-

dependent their final two seasons.   

It was a tough go at the gate as well, with a total of 

151,144 fans clicking the turnstiles over the franchise’s 

lifetime (including fewer than 40,000 their last two years 

combined) despite ticket prices that never went over 

$2.50 for a box seat.  Average attendance declined every 

season, the Rainiers only had a local radio contract for 

three of their five years, and the team had to travel on 

road trips in a carpool caravan in 1975 and 1976 because 

there wasn’t enough money to rent a bus.  Newspaper 

coverage, which had been promising at first, dwindled to 

100-word AP writeups with only linescores their final 

season.  In short, the Petersons took a financial bath 

bringing baseball back and keeping it alive in Seattle alive 

for five years. 

After their final season was over, they flew to New York 

hoping to reach a territorial indemnity settlement with 

Major League Baseball, since the as-yet-unnamed Mari-

ners would begin play in 1977.  Instead, they were in-

formed by commissioner Bowie Kuhn that they would 

receive nothing.  One year later, when the PCL returned 

to Portland, Bing Russell (who’d paid $500 for his NWL 

franchise in 1973), received $206,000 for HIS territorial 

rights. 

1976 Seattle Rainiers 
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Following  their disappointment in New York, the Peter-

sons closed up shop for good in Seattle and returned to 

Sacramento, where Art resumed teaching while Maizie 

returned to banking.  Their two sons, Dennis and Doug, 

both spent time playing and even managing the Rainiers 

between 1974 and 1976; Dennis managed the team in its 

final season while Doug spent three years as an infielder 

and holds six team offensive and ten fielding records.  

They also went home to California.  And the team was 

promptly forgotten in Seattle, save for at least one high 

school senior. 

Even then, I saw there would be little done to remember 

the little team that I’d spent my teens watching.  I had the 

feeling that nobody was going to do anything to create a 

record for the Rainiers, and that didn’t seem right.  It 

WAS professional baseball and even if only four Seattle 

guys reached the majors, we saw dozens of guys on other 

teams come through who also made it, like Randy Jones, 

Rick Sutcliffe, Pedro Guerrero, Jeff Leonard, Rickey Hen-

derson.  I thought the Rainiers deserved to be remem-

bered. 

I released earlier editions of the book, which is a combi-

nation of team history, yearly statistics, records section 

and player register, in 1994 and 2007 but, they weren’t 

really that good.  They were full of stats, because I was 

mainly concerned about preserving the numbers, but 

there wasn’t much text telling readers WHO these guys 

were and how they got here.  That was my main focus this 

year.  Now the history section, which had been four pag-

es, spans 28 pages (including one chapter on Seattle 

baseball history from 1876 through 1969 that runs 12 

pages). 

Once I finished Anonymous Heroes, I had to choose be-

tween finding a publisher or self-publishing.  I really 

thought about trying McFarland because this kind of 

book is a specialty of theirs, but decided it would be bet-

ter to go it alone.  There are definitely signs that this is a 

homegrown book, but it’s still pretty good-looking and it 

was more important to make it affordable to people who 

might read it.  I charge $11.95 per copy, plus $2.95 for 

shipping, which I figures is half of what the same book 

from McFarland might cost to buy.  On the other hand, 

fewer than 100 first-run copies have cost almost $1,000 

to print.  

I’d love to break even on the book, but this was never 

about the money.  In fact, whenever I’ve found an old 

Rainiers player, I sent them a free copy at my expense.  I 

figured they already paid by playing for my favorite team 

as a kid.  I was able to track down the Petersons near Sac-

ramento earlier this year.  Art passed away in 2010, but I 

made the trip south and spent an afternoon with Maizie, 

Dennis and Doug making corrections, but otherwise rem-

iniscing.  They were all surprised to learn there was this 

book about their team 40 years after the fact, but they 

like it.  I so wish I could’ve given Art a copy while he was 

still with us, but Maizie has said a couple times that he 

would’ve been pleased and proud of it. 

That’s worth more than a thousand bucks to me right 

there.  Even if I don’t make back my cost, how in the 

world could I call this book a ‘loss’? 

Anonymous Heroes: Seattle Rainiers Baseball in the 

1970’s is available on eBay. 

I can reached at SeattleRainiers@outlook.com 

Blue Grass Players Can’t Toss Ball 

Around 

President William Neal has issued a rule prohibiting the 

Blue Grass League players from tossing the ball about 

unnecessarily during the innings.  The pitchers will be 

allowed to throw three balls to the catcher to warm up, 

but the other players will be given stiff fines if they throw 

the pill around and thus prolong the game.  This order 

went into effect yesterday.  According to President Neal, 

the games will be cut short at least twenty minutes. 

The Bourbon News (Paris, KY), August 11, 1911 
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Marathon Games in the Texas League 

by Phil Lowry 

T 
hroughout minor league history, no league has 

seen more marathon games, those lasting 20 

innings or more, than the Texas League.  There 

have been 19 such games in its history, with the Pacific 

Coast League and the South Atlantic League coming in 

second with 15 each. 

23 innings –---- League Park, San Antonio, Texas – 

7/5/1910 – Waco Navigators 1 San Antonio Bronchos 1 in 

4:14; 2nd game postponed – finished at 6:44 PM. 

20 innings –---- Gulfview Park, Galveston, Texas – 

8/13/1916 – Waco Navigators 4 Galveston Pirates 1. 

20 innings –---- Panther Park, Fort Worth, Texas – 

5/8/1918 – Shreveport Gassers 1 Fort Worth Panthers 1. 

21 innings –---- Tech Field, San Antonio, Texas – 

6/2/1935 - San Antonio Missions 4 Dallas Steers 3 in 

3:50 in 1st game, 2nd game called after 2 innings – 5000 

fans. 

20 innings –---- La Grave Field (I), Fort Worth, Texas – 

5/31/1939 – Fort Worth Cats 4 Oklahoma City Indians 3 

in 4:26 – finished at 12:41 AM in the early morning of 

6/1. 

21 innings –---- Texas League (later Holland) Park, Okla-

homa City, Oklahoma – 9/5/1940 – Dallas Rebels 2 Ok-

lahoma City Indians 1 in 3:58 – finished at 12:13 AM in 

the early morning of 9/6. 

22 innings –---- Texas League (later Oiler) Park, Tulsa, 

Oklahoma – 8/16/1952 – Tulsa Oilers 6 Houston Buffa-

los 5 in 4:43 – 2200 fans - finished at 12:45 AM in the 

early morning of 8/17. 

22 innings –---- Texas League (later Oiler) Park, Tulsa, 

Oklahoma – 5/13/1954 – Tulsa Oilers 3 Dallas Eagles 2 

in 4:41 – finished at 12:41 AM in the early morning of 

5/14. 

20 innings –---- Disch Field, Austin, Texas - 9/7/1956 – 

Austin Senators 4 Dallas Eagles 3 in 5:01 – 2157 fans - 

finished at 1:05 AM in the early morning of 9/8. 

24 innings –---- Mission Stadium, San Antonio, Texas – 

4/29/1960 – Rio Grande Valley Giants 4 San Antonio 

Missions 2 in 5:42, dog-on-the-field delay 15th, score-

board fire delay 20th, light failure delay 22nd – 820 fans; 

700 fans at end – finished at 1:27 AM in the early morn-

ing of 4/30. 

25 innings –---- Turnpike (later Arlington) Stadium, Ar-

lington, Texas – 6/17/1965 – Austin Braves 2 Dallas-Fort 

Worth Spurs 1 in 5:10 – 2546 fans - finished at 12:40 AM 

in the early morning of 6/18. 

20 innings –---- V.J. Keefe Stadium, San Antonio, Texas 

– 6/28/1977 – San Antonio Dodgers 4 El Paso Diablos 3 

in 4:37; 2nd game postponed – 762 fans; 200 fans at end 

- finished at 11:10 PM. 

23 innings –---- Smith-Wills Stadium, Jackson, Missis-

sippi – 7/6/1982 – Tulsa Drillers 11 Jackson Mets 7 in 

6:39 – 1105 fans, 200 fans at end – finished at 2:09 AM 

in the early morning of 7/7. 

21 innings –---- V.J. Keefe Stadium, San Antonio, Texas – 

5/21/1987 – Shreveport Captains 4 San Antonio Dodgers 

3 in 6:04 – 1144 fans – finished at 1:04 AM in the early 

morning of 5/22. 

26 innings –---- V.J. Keefe Stadium, San Antonio, Texas 

– 7/14/1988 and 7/16/1988 – San Antonio Missions 1 

Jackson Mets 0 in 7:23, suspended after 7:10 and 25 in-

nings – 3792 fans on 7/14, 3260 fans on 7/16 – suspend-

ed at 2:15 AM in the early morning of 7/15. 

21 innings –---- Wolff Stadium, San Antonio, Texas – 

8/14/2004 – Midland RockHounds 7 San Antonio Mis-

sions 5 in 6:40 – 4286 fans, 90 fans at end – finished at 

1:46 AM in the early morning of 8/15. 

20 innings –---- Whataburger Field, Corpus Christi, Tex-

as – 6/1/2005 – Wichita Wranglers 7 Corpus Christi 

Hooks 2 in 6:09 – 6609 fans, 325 fans at end – finished 

at 1:19 AM in the early morning of 6/2. 

20 innings –---- Wolff Stadium, San Antonio, Texas – 

9/14/2011 – Playoffs - San Antonio Missions 5 Arkansas 

Travelers 4 in 6:03 – 3887 fans – finished at 1:13 AM in 

the early morning of 9/15. 

20 innings –---- Hammons Field, Springfield, Missouri – 

5/11/2013 – Northwest Arkansas (Springdale) Naturals 5 

Springfield Cardinals 4 in 5:38 – 5938 fans – finished at 

12:47 AM in the early morning of 5/12. 
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Research Projects 

 

Mark Aubry has been researching the Appalachian 
League: “This is an attempt to assemble the season stand-
ings for the Appalachian League from 1911 to 1955. I have 
used a variety of sources including Baseball-
Reference.com's Bullpen wiki, The Encyclopedia of Minor 
League Baseball (2d edition), Appalachian League Record 
Book (1937-1975), newspapers, and baseball guides. It is 
a work in progress and should not be considered authori-
tative, as there is more research to be done. “ 

 

A link to his Google Spreadsheet: http://bit.ly/2cwLITc 

 

Mark has also started a Facebook group for those using 
old newspapers for baseball research.  To request to join: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/261498514188627/ 

 

 

 

Fort Wayne Daily News May 12, 1910 

The Sporting Life June 10, 1883 


