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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of January to 
pursue a number of topics. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
Early Female Base 

Ball Club 
Dennis Pajot posted four 
newspaper items, all dated 
1867, about a female ball 
club. Deb Shattuck added 
further details from her re- 
search into the subject. 

 
The Cost of Base Ball 
"Incidentals" in 1867 
Dennis Pajot posted from a 
Milwaukee newspaper an 
amusing summary of the 
cost of a variety of mishaps 
suffered by a local club. 

 
timeless wisdom 

Richard Hershberger sent 
an 1855 Jersey City note 
offering advice to a new 
ball club after watching it 
play an informal match. 
John Zinn inquired for the 
source, which turned out 
to be fultonhistory.com. 
Craig Waff contributed a 
summary of the game and 
a pregame note about its 
purpose. 

 
Baseball vs. Base Ball 
John Thorn posted an 
1887 note, a reminiscence 
about playing predecessor 

games, apparently in the 
days before the New York 
Game, and how lively the 
ball was. The accuracy of 
the subject's memory was 
critiqued at some length by 
Richard Hershberger. 

 
the good old days 

John Thorn posted a note 
from a North Carolina 
paper reporting the severe, 
possibly fatal beating of 
two Atlantics players by "a 
gang of roughs attached to 
the Irvington Club". John 
Zinn supplied the more 
reasonable account of this 
1868 incident from the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 

 
baseball, 1845 

George Thompson posted 
the New York Herald's 
summary of the game 
between the "New York 
Base Ball Club" and the 
"Brooklyn Club" played in 
October 1845. 

 
Thurlow Weed on 

choosing sides at ball, 
1843 

George Thompson posted 
an Albany, N.Y. note by 
politician Thurlow Weed 
in which he describes 
mates on a ship choosing 
sailors for their watches, 
"as we choose sides at ball 
play". 

 
"the game of bat and 

ball", 1827; &c 
George Thompson posted 
two 1820s notes in New 
York papers about games 
played in New England, 

and congratulated himself 
for noticing events outside 
the metropolis. 

 
First Baseball Game 

(Old Cat?) in 
Milwaukee, 1836 

Dennis Pajot found an 
1892 article about a 
Milwaukee old-timer who 
showed a ball and gave 
details about an 1836 
game, described as "cat", 
Richard Hershberger sent 
a note suggesting that its 
designation as "cat" should 
not be taken at face value. 

"good old bat and 
ball", 1840 

George Thompson posted 
a report from a New York 
paper about sports being 
played in Honolulu, 1840. 
He inquired what one 
game mentioned, quorum, 
might have been. 

 
some early references 
to playing ball, 1798-

1819 
George Thompson posted 
four references from New 
York publications. 

 

Early Account of 
Spread of "Our 
National Game" 

Westward 
Dennis Pajot posted an 
1867 Milwaukee editorial 
on the spread of the New 
York game in Wisconsin 
that year. Gordon Hylton 
attributed it to a natural 
postwar search by former 
soldiers for an antidote to 
their "letdown" from the 
intensity of the military. 



John Thorn and Priscilla 
Astifan agreed. Richard 
Hershberger considered it 
both the above and as well 
as a continuation of base 
ball's pre-war expansion, 
which was fed by a number 
of social trends. Deb 
Shattuck noted the parallel 
expansion after the war of 
womens' clubs, perhaps a 
result of a pursuit of the 
war's having encouraged 
women to pursue new 
roles. Considering one of 
Richard's arguments, that 
the post-Civil War growth 
of the game paralleled the 
growth in each of the post-
war periods in the 20th 
century, Paul Browne 
thought the game too new 
in 1865 for that parallel to 
hold. Larry Boes advanced 
the argument that play in 
the Civil War camps must 
account for the post-war 
spread. David Ball noted 
that testing the theory that 
ex-soldiers were replacing 
war with base ball would 
require a general analysis 
of post-war leisure trends. 

 

SEGUE! 

THE SPREAD 

PROJECT 
Noting the appearance of the 

subject immediately above in 

19cBB so shortly before the 

issuance of this newsletter, 

Committee Chairperson  Mr. 

McCray begs permission to 

seize the moment and insert 

the following reminder: 

 

It's fun to see the interest 
in the spread of base ball 
on 19CBB today. 
As you may recall, the 
Origins Committee is now 
launching a "local origins" 

project to collect what is 
known about the manner 
in which the game diffused 
westward, and southward 
and eastward, too. It will 
employ the new SABR 
Encyclopedia to house the 
accumulated evidence. 
 As a nominal start, I've 
lazily pulled together, from 
handy sources, about 150 
of the "first game in the 
area" claims and some 75 
of the "first ball club in the 
area" claims; and SABR 
interns are now entering 
these claims into the SABR 
Encyclopedia.  SABR tech 
guru Peter Garver thinks 
we can get the computer to 
draw us some snazzy maps 
as more facts accrue.  We'll 
also compile whatever is 
known about prior local 
ballplaying pastimes that 
were supplanted.  Perhaps 
over time local diggers in 
SABR -- and beyond SABR 
--will add to the little 
cache. 
We have volunteers to 
poke a bit on base ball's 
spread in Wisconsin [that's 
Dennis], the St. Louis area, 
greater NYC, Minnesota, 
and Massachusetts. 
If you'd like to know more, 
and/or participate in the 
upcoming beta phase of 
the enterprise, let me 
know at Lmccray@mit. 

edu.         Larry McCray 
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SOME 

FINDINGS ON 

BASS BALL 
 

from Tom Altherr: 
 
Baseball historians have 
known for some time of 
the 1825 newspaper article 
in the Delhi, New York, 

Gazette, challenging a 
nearby town to a game of  
"BASS-BALL".  A reprint 
appears in Dean Sullivan's 
Early Innings. The term 
has been the subject of 
some uncertainty. Was it a 
typographical error, just a 
local dialect spelling, or an 
indication of another game 
than base ball? 
At least twice, American 
periodicals (The American 
Farmer, March 20, 1829; 
The Casket, March 1829) 
reprinted an excerpt from 
Mary Russell Mitford's 
Village Sketches and used 
"bass-ball" instead of her 
"baseball". In 1838 an 
article in The Friend about 
management at an insane 
asylum listed "bass ball" as 
one of the sports played. 
Several other usages occur 
in British periodicals. A 
story in The Amulet (1828) 
entitled "The Gipsey Girl" 
referred to a child who 
would "rather play at bass-
ball" than mend her 
stockings. The London 
Magazine (August 1828) 
included a segment in 
which a diarist thought a 
Manchester law against 
ball playing punished local 
lads: "Where can they 
assemble for cricket, or 
trap-bat, or bass-ball?" In 
1841, an English writer 
lamented in the October 
23rd Penny Magazine that 
"the cheerful spot where 
the noise of cricket and 
bass-ball once gladdened 
the ear" had fallen silent. 
("Railway Rambles"). An 
1844 British story. "A 
Game of Skittles", in A 
Volume of Varieties wrote 
of a "village green, with its 
girls and boys playing at 
bass-ball." 
Other later American uses 
of the term also occurred. 
The "Editor's Table" 



column in the Sept. 1850 
Knickerbocker mused on 
tramping about commons 
near Syracuse and calling 
"old companions to come 
once more and play bass-
ball." In The Life of Billy 
Yank, Civil War historian 
Bell Wiley listed base ball 
as a sport played and also 
mentioned that at least 
one Yank called it "bass 
ball". 
Again, these spellings may 
have been accidental or 
dialectic,  but one source , 
a Union College yearbook, 
suggested that they may 
have been due to naivete. 
It recalled a diary entry of 
March 27, 1860 about Vice 
President Laurens Hickok 
"and some students who 
were looking for a fit plot 
for bass-ball playing." The 
author believed the 
spelling indicated "how 
new the game was at that 
time" at the Schenectady 
college. 
One further speculation: 
the OED listed, under the 
multiple meanings of the 
word "bass," "a name given 
to various articles made of 
this...or similar material." 
Among the example was a 
hassock. Bearing in mind 
the later use of the word 
"hassock" for a base (see 
Paul Dickson's Baseball 
Dictionary), did the term 
"bass ball" possibly reflect 
a continued use of the 
term "bass" for a base? 
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NEW IN 

PROTOBALL, 

CONTINUED 
 

The Protoball Chronology 

is online at http://retro-

sheet..org/Protoball/chron.
htm 
 
1858.40 – Cricket Plays 
Catch-up; Plans a National 
Convention 
 
1858.41 – Buffalo NY Feels 
Spring Fever, Expects 
Many New BB Clubs 
1858.42 – In Downstate 
Illinois, New Club Wins by 
134 Rounds 
 
1858.43 – CT Man Reports 
13-on-8 games, Asks for 
Some Rules 
 
1858.45 – 1000 Watch 
November Base Ball in 
New Bedford MA.  Brr. 
 
1858.46 – New York Game 
Arrives in Baltimore MD 
 
1858.47 – Brooklynite 
Takes A Census – There 
Are 59 Junior Clubs in 
Brooklyn 
 
1858.48 – Three Youth 
Clubs in Rochester NY 
Disdain the NY Game 
 
1859.32 – Morning 
Express Supports Fly Rule, 
Opposes Tag-up Rule: 
More Runs! 
 
1859.33 – Prolix Lecturer 
Explains What Base Ball 
and Cricket Mean 
 
1859.34 – Lexicographer:  
“Base Ball” is English! 
 
1859. 35 – Base Ball 
Community Eyes Use of 
Central Park 
 
1859.36 – Annual Meeting 
of NABBP Decides: Bound 
Rule, No Pros 
 
1859.37 – In Wisconsin, 
Bachelors Win 100-68 

 
1859.38 – Base Ball Noted 
from Philadelphia PA 
 
1859.39 – Club Organized 
in St. Louis MO 
 
1859.40 – Devotion to MA 
Game Erodes Significantly 
 
1859.41 – First Game in 
Canada Played by New 
York Rules? 
 
1859.42 – In Chicago IL, 
Months-old Atlantic Club 
Claims Championship 
 
1859.43 – And It’s 
Pittsburgh We Call the 
Pirates? 
 
1859.44 – English Social 
Event Includes Base Ball 
as Well as Cricket 
 
1859.45 – In Milwaukee, 
Base Ball is [Cold-] Brew- 
ing 
 
1859.46 -- English 
Cricketers View the Bound 
Rule as “Childish” 
 
1859.47 – Outmanned 
Buffalo Club Survives 
“Old-Fashioned” Game, 
46-38 
 
1859.48 – Wicket Club and 
Base Ball Club Play Demo 
Matches For Novelty’s 
Sake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS. 

 
Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


