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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of December 
to pursue a number of 
topics of interest. 

 
MEDIA PENETRATION 

 
Base ball in Jeopardy 
George Thompson noticed 
a "Jeopardy" preview ad-
vertising that the 1744 
doggerel in A Boy's Pretty 
Pocket Book ("Away flies 
the boy...) would be used 
as a question on the show. 
Craig Waff happened to 
see the show and re-
sponded that the question 
asked the contestants to 
name the sport that the 
quote was associated with, 
and that two of three got it 
right. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
Swinging Away 

George Thompson wrote 
in to call attention to this 
year's TLS (formerly the 
Times Literary Supple-
ment) author poll on the 
best books they had read 
this year, in which Beth 
hise's Swinging Away was 
mentioned. He offered his 
congratulations, as did 
John Thorn. The person 
most surprised by the hon-
or may have been Beth, 

who noted that she had 
not seen the list. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

1813 CHILDREN'S BOOK 
DESCRIBES TRAPBALL 

AND CRICKET  
In her 1813 children's 
book, A Nosegay, for the 
Trouble of Culling; or 
Sports of Childhood, the 
prolific British author 
Mary (Belson) Elliott de-
scribed two bat and ball 
games, cricket and trap-
ball. Each segment started 
with a short poem and 
then devoted most of a 
page to rules and other de-
tails about the play. Mary 
Elliott, A Nosegay, for the 
Trouble of Culling; or 
Sports of Childhood (Lon-
don: Wm. Darton, 1813), 
pp. 22-23 and 42-43 

 
MORE ON BALL PLAY AT 
BELFAST, MAINE IN 
THE EARLY 19TH 

CENTURY  
Protoball already has two 
references on ball play 
around 1805 and 1820 in 
Belfast, Maine, but the 
original source is more de-
tailed and interesting, 
bearing reprinting here. In 
1874 and 1875 William 
George Crosby published a 
series of articles in the lo-
cal newspaper. Concerning 
1805, he discussed ball 

play near High Street. The 
buildings served as a 
vantage point for spec-
tators watching "boys who 
were always ready to 'keep 
tally.'" The street in front 
of the bank "was the 
favorite battle-ground of 
the ball-players of that 
day." But the game was not 
baseball, Crosby pointed 
out: "That game compared 
with the game played by 
the boys of 1805, is a 
'modern invention;' not an 
improvement on the old 
one those boys would say 
were they here to speak for 
themselves." Crosby con-
cluded with a ball play 
metaphor about those 
boys: "But one after a-
nother they have reached 
the home-goal and count-
ed one on Death's tally; 
with them the game of life 
was long since finished." 
The game may not have 
been baseball, but several 
proto-baseball games kept 
"tally" of the scoring. 
William George Crosby, 
"Annals of Belfast for Half 
a Century," in Early 
Histories of Belfast Maine 
(Camden, Maine: Picton 
Press, 1989), pp. 2-3 

 
PRINCETON BALL PLAY 
IN THE 18TH CENTURY 
Protoball already lists a 
description of ball play in 
the 1850s at Princeton 
College from Frank Pres-
brey's 1901 book on ath-
letics at that school. But 
another discussion on a 
possible bat-and-ball game 



appeared earlier in the 
book, this time about the 
1760s and afterward: "As 
early as 1761 they [stu-
dents] were playing ball, a 
form of town-ball or hand-
ball...They made, however, 
the mistake of selecting 
the President's house as a 
wall against which to bat 
the ball...Sometimes in the 
excitement of the game, 
they would make a false 
bat." The rest of the pas-
sage described broken 
windows and scoldings, 
leading to an eventual pro-
hibition and penalty of five 
shillings. Most likely the 
game was not an early ver-
sion of baseball, but rather 
fives. The word "bat" may 
be ambiguous. It is unclear 
whether they used an ac-
tual bat or batted the ball 
with their hands. As with 
the game of barn ball, 
sometimes players used a 
bat or paddle; other times 
they propelled the ball 
with hand slaps. Frank 
Presbrey, Athletics at 
Princeton: A History (New 
York: F. Presbrey Com-
pany, 1901), p. 18 

 
COED CAT GAMES IN 
WISCONSIN IN THE 

EARLY 1850s 
elias molee, in his com-
pletely lower-case autobio-
graphy, recounted mixed-
gender cat games at his 
southern Wisconsin school 
in the early 1850s: "a little 
before 10:30 o'clock she 
[the teacher] called out '20 
minutes recess.' e[the] 
boys played catching each 
other, or played ball, 
which we called '1 old cat' 
when 3 were playing, boys 
or girls made difference to 
us. when 4 played we call-
ed it '2 old cat.'" elias 
molee, molee's wander-
ings, an autobiography 

with many surprising ad-
ventures and doings (Ta-
coma, WA: pvt. ptg., 1919) 
p. 34 

 
ANOTHER BALL PLAY 
REFERENCE IN THE 
SCHOOL READER 

Protoball already lists in at 
least three separate places 
ball-playing references in 
Charles W. Sanders' pop-
ular school reader series. 
But The School Reader, 
Second Book, published 
probably in 1840, con-
tained another mention of 
ball play. In a typically 
moralistic tale, "The Deaf 
and Dumb Boy," two 
young children, Albert and 
Helen, came across such a 
boy and were puzzled that 
he did not speak to them. 
Albert, speaking to the 
hearing-impaired boy: 
"Your green would be a 
good place to play ball on, 
if it were not for the fish 
pond that is so near it. Do 
you play at ball, sir?" The 
conversation stalled at that 
point and no ball play 
ensued, but the game must 
have been familiar enough 
for Albert to use it as an 
ice-breaker. Charles W. 
Sanders, The School Read-
er. Second Book (New 
York: Mark H. Newman, 
1840?), pp. 41-43. 
 

LINGERING 
PURITANISM AND BALL 
PLAY IN THE 1830s 

Regarding his home town 
of Quabbin, Massachu-
setts, literary scholar and 
American consul in 
Scotland Francis H. Un-
derwood complained in his 
autobiography that puri-
tanical attitudes had 
stunted boys' thirst for 
recreation. In Sunday 
School they had had to 

read about saints who, 
"because they had weak 
chests and spindling legs 
renounced ball and mar-
bles, and all the sports that 
healthy children love." Un-
derwood admitted that not 
all families enforced such 
strictness and that many 
"were proficient in sports 
and games, including ball-
playing." But, said Un-
derwood, many other lads 
suffered under the strict-
ures against idleness. He 
described one typical boy: 
"On some rare occasions 
he found time to take a 
part in round ball or four-
old-cat; but, owing to want 
of practice, he muffed the 
balls as a catcher, and 
missed them as a batter." 
Such a kid was always 
living in fear that if he 
strayed from "sober and 
godly use of his time" and 
indulged in play, he would 
not be ready should Judg-
ment Day present itself. 
Francis H. Underwood, 
Quabbin: The Story of a 
Small Town with Outlooks 
Upon Puritan Life  (Bos-
ton: Lea and Shepard Pub-
lishers, 1893), p. 164, 187, 
and 189. 
 
ANOTHER BAT AND 
MORALITY TALE 

An 1821 British didactic 
book, Always Happy!!! 
employed bat and ball as a 
vehicle for its lesson in 
morality. During some 
boys' bat and ball play, one 
player grew very angry at 
losing and seized the bat 
and ball of Felix, the tale's 
protagonist. The furious 
lad broke Felix's equip-
ment "into a thousand 
pieces." Felix quit playing 
with him at that point. But 
a few days later Felix 
somehow obtained the 
angry boy's own bat and 



ball. But rather than ex-
acting revenge, Felix re-
turned the playing equip-
ment to the uncontrollable 
boy and shamed him into 
virtuous behavior. Always 
Happy!!! or, Anecdotes of 
Felix and His Sister Se-
rena. A Tale (London: 
Harris and Son, 1821), pp. 
86-88. 
 
JOHN BURROUGHS 

REMEMBERS BALL PLAY 
IN THE 1840s 

John Burroughs was one 
of the preeminent nat-
uralists of the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth 
centuries. He was in the 
thick of many a conserva-
tionist movement. His au-
tobiography made it clear 
that his early passions 
were for the woods and 
hills, but he did mention 
ball play at least once. 
Thinking back to his boy-
hood school days in the 
1840s, in Delaware Coun-
ty, New York, he remarked 
wistfully, "The studies, the 
games, the wrestlings, the 
baseball --all these things 
and more pass before me 
as I recall those long-gone 
days." John Burroughs, 
My Boyhood (Garden City, 
NY: Doubleday, Page & 
Company, 1922), p. 32. 
 
KENTUCKY BALL PLAY 
IN THE 1830S AND 1840S 
Henry Littleton Pitzer, 
who later moved on to 
Iowa, California, and Colo-
rado, had this to say about 
sports in his boyhood in 
Kentucky during the late 
1830s and early 1840s: 
"Out-of-door sports were 
simple, rough-and-tumble 
affairs. Play was not reduc-
ed to a science, as now, but 
was equally effective in 
building muscle and giving 
health. Running, jumping, 

foot racing, wrestling, ball 
playing, kept us active." 
Three Frontiers: Memor-
ies, and a Portrait of Hen-
ry Littleton Pitzer As Re-
corded by His Son Robert 
Claiborne Pitzer (Musca-
tine, Iowa: The Prairie 
Press, 1938), p. 27. 

 
BALL PLAYING 
BUFFALOED IN 
BUFFALO? 

The 1843 by-laws and or-
dinances for Buffalo, New 
York contained this prohi-
bition on ball play: "No 
person shall play at ball, 
quoits, or at any other 
game or play whatever, in 
any of the enclosed public 
squares or grounds of this 
city, under penalty of five 
dollars for each and every 
offence [sic]." Depending 
on the interpretation of the 
word "ground," this ordi-
nance may have outlawed 
ball play almost anywhere 
within the city. And five 
dollars was a lot of money 
in 1843! By-Laws and 
Ordinances of the City of 
Buffalo. Enacted, 1843 
(Buffalo: George Zahm, 
1843). p. 48 
 
INDIANA TOWN BALL 
AND CAT IN THE 1840s 

and 1850s 
James Baldwin, who wrote 
a 1914 autobiography und-
er the pen name Robert 
Dudley was a Hoosier who 
grew up in Wabash County 
during the 1840s and 
1850s. In that autobio-
graphy he recalled the 
local recreational activi-
ties: "The games most fav-
ored by the boys were ball 
games, the very names of 
which are now generally 
forgotten. The best of all 
was called "town ball." It 
was played by the larger 
boys, and was the exact 

prototype of your  base-
ball, lacking only the feat-
ures which give it its sci-
entific precision. Then 
there was "three old cat," a 
very simple game with 
three batters and three 
catchers, the catchers also 
serving as pitchers." In My 
Youth: From the Posthum-
ous Papers of Robert 
Dudley (Indianapolis, IN: 
Bobbs -Merrill Company, 
1914), p.342 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
SENT TO Originals 

 
Craig Waff wrote in to 
emphasize that his con-
tribution to the "Rochester 
Base ball uniform" posts of 
November demonstrated 
that "Marie Louise" re-
ferred to a shade or hue of 
the color blue, rather than 
a type of flannel, and that 
it was named after 
Napoleon I's second wife. 
 
From Joanne Hulbert: 
Enjoyed the latest Origin-
als. Regarding the Univer-
sal Traveler by Goodrich - 
the book is downloadable 
in its entirety via Google 
books- it is a great read not 
only for the sports history, 
but also as agreat piece of 
Americana!  
Joanne Hulbert SABR 
BaseballArts Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Send comments, 
questions, and 
other correspond-
ence for Originals  
to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-
mail rjtholkes 
@msn.com. 


