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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB. 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
month of August to pursue 
a number of interesting 
topics. 
 

SOURCES. 
 

Randall Brown 
Documentary on the 

Web 
John Thorn posted the 
location of a documentary 
including an "inning" on 
the origins of baseball. 

 
Spirit of the Times. 

Several writers exchanged 
information on accessing 
the sporting paper Spirit 
of the Times through the 
Fultonhistory.com site. 

 
INQUIRIES. 

 
Excelsior BBC of New 

York. 
Richard Hershberger sent 
an inquiry about an 1857 
note describing a New 
York club which may or 
may not have been playing 
the New York Game. Craig 
Waff sent the information 
from his games tabulation. 

 
Inning vs. Hand 

John Thorn asked for 
opinions on where the 
term "hand" might have 
come into use in early base 

ball, noting that an early 
name for cricket was Hand 
In, Hand Out. David Dyte 
thought the term may have 
originally been used to 
refer to an entire cricket 
inning. John agreed. David 
Ball noted its use tio refer 
to sets of objects, as in 
cardplaying. Its article in 
OED was sent by George 
Thompson.   

 
late-period Excelsiors 
Richard Hershberger sent 
an inquiry for information 
on the history of the 
Excelsior Club after it 
became a social group. 
John Thorn provided some 
information . 

 
DISCOVERIES. 

 
1855 and 1856 baseball 

reports back to 
Milwaukee 

Dennis Pajot posted two 
references to baseball 
printed in Milwaukee 
newspapers. They were 
sent by an observer in New 
York. Richard Hershberger 
sent the observation that 
the reports coincided with 
a year in which base ball 
was experiencing a "break 
out" year in New York. 

 
base ball in Canada-

1856 
Richard Hershberger sent 
an 1856 item reporting the 
foundation of clubs in 
Canada at that early date, 
though the game played 
owed much to cricket. 

 

DISCUSSION. 
 

Origin of the Brooklyn 
Atlantics. 

Craig Waff sent a lengthy 
review of the applicable 
sources on the subject, 
having seen it covered, 
perhaps inaccurately, in 
William Ryczek's fine new 
book, Baseball's First 
Inning. A discussion with 
David Dyte and Richard 
Hershberger on the club's 
fortunes at the beginning 
of the era of professional 
clubs followed. 

ORIGINS 

THIS MONTH 
IN BASE BALL. 
 
"HIE DE DOODLE DOO" 
 
Thus chortled the New 
York Sunday Mercury, 
apparently in a somewhat 
sarcastic vein, in the 
paper's account of the 
victory by the Eagle Club 
over the Pastimes on 
September 2, 1859, by a 
score of 24 to 19. It was the 
first win that season for a 
New York senior club over 
a Brooklyn club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS. 

 
Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


