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THE MONTH 
IN 19cBB.

Members of the Origins
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
month of March to pursue 
a number of interesting 
topics.

FOLLOW-UP.

a Boston "town ball" 
sighting (sort of)

Continuing his series of 
posts about town ball vs. 
the base ball variant called 
the “Massachusetts Game” 
Richard Hershberger sent 
an explanation of a report 
of town ball in Boston; in 
Richard’s opinion, it does 
not indicate the use of the 
term “town ball” there.

Did the Civil War 
“Make” Baseball?

Richard Hershberger sent 
a multi-faceted follow-up 
to Larry McCray’s item of 
February, including a call 
for information about the 
match held on Christmas 
Day 1862 involving the 
Union Army’s 125th New 
York Volunteers. 

HUZZAH.

Huzzah now in 
modern usage

Priscilla Astifan reported 
seeing the old term used in 
a modern news story, her 
first such sighting. The 

OED entry for “Huzza” was 
sent by Christopher Green. 

DISCOVERIES.

first Jewish baseball 
player?

Richard Hershberger sent 
a request for clarification 
on the title of Lipman Pike 
as the first known Jewish 
player: first professional,  
or first of any type? He had 
found two members of the 
Olympics of Philadelphia 
who were Jewish. John 
Thorn noted that Pike was 
preceded by a Gothams 
player named Cohen, but 
that the two Bomeislers, 
the Olympics’ players, 
would precede him, and 
asked for the evidence; per 
Richard, it is from a family 
tree in a genealogical 
source. John Zinn noted 
that one of the Bomeislers 
later umpired in the N.A. 
(and was accused of being 
dishonest).Richard later 
added evidence of gentile 
members in the family 
tree.

New Orleans Wicket 
Club, 1844

Richard Hershberger sent 
a newspaper notice of a 
wicket club event; it seems 
to push the beginning date 
of sports clubs in the city 
back by at least a decade.
John Thorn agreed with 
Richard’s supposition that 
wicket in this case meant 
what John terms the game 
of “old cricket”. Richard 
agreed with John and also 

wondered if the sport had 
regional rule differences or 
if there was one version 
only. John replied that 
evidence exists of regional 
variations.Beth Hise asked 
if any images of “old 
cricket” have been found; 
John sent her the only one 
of which he is aware.

price of a banquet, 
1840s

George Thompson posted 
a summary of costs of an 
1841 banquet as a possible 
indicator of what base ball 
clubs spent on their feasts. 
John Thorn added the cost 
of an 1845 dinner held by 
the Knickerbockers.

INQUIRIES.

Mass. Game with 5 
bases - New Marlboro 

Match Base Ball Co.
Kyle DeCicco-Carey posted 
info from documents sent 
him about a club playing 
an apparent adaptation of 
the Massachusetts Game., 
and asked for reactions.
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