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THE NEWSLETTER IS BACK! 

After seven years without one, the Minor League commit-

tee again has a newsletter, where members can share ar-

ticles, research projects, trivia, book reviews, or anything 

else related to the Minor Leagues. 

I’m your new editor, Chuck McGill.  I’ve been a mem-

ber of SABR since 1999.  My main research activity has 

been minor league no-hitters, but I’ve also kept an eye 

out for other topics that I know other members are re-

searching, such as 20+ inning games, minor league man-

agerial changes, deaths at the ballpark, etc., and shared 

what I’ve found with  the respective members. Recently 

I’ve started researching minor league triple plays. 

I attended my first SABR Conference this year and en-

joyed it thoroughly.  I have a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Meteorology from Lyndon State College, and work for 

the National Weather Service as an Information Technol-

ogy Officer (and reformed Forecaster).  I live in Vermont 

with my wife and daughter, and I’m a life-long Red Sox 

fan. 

I’d like to thank Kevin McCann, the last newsletter edi-

tor, for sharing his template for the newsletter with me.   

leagues and teams, there must have been a lot  of no-

hitters in the minors.  So I started doing some prelimi-

nary research, then I came across the fact that the Ency-

clopedia of Minor League Baseball had a listing of no-

hitters for each year.   

I asked on SABR-L if anyone had a spreadsheet of the 

games in the Encyclopedia, and got lucky when Eric 

Jones was able to provide me with one which listed over 

3500 minor league games.  From there, I was on my way. 

I first started with the Sporting Life through the LA84 

Foundation.  I looked through box scores with no hits for 

the leagues they covered, and I scoured the write-ups of 

the lesser minor leagues for mentions of no-hitters.  The 

latter did not always prove to be reliable, as I found out 

later. 

Next, I checked the newspapers available through Google 

Newspapers.  That was a bit more involved because it 

wasn’t always obvious where a newspaper was from. 

Newspapers from the Chronicling America project via the 

Library of Congress were also checked.  Although newspa-

pers posted here stop in 1922 for copyright reasons, I still 

found quite a few undocumented games. 

After exhausting those free sources, I signed up for a sub-

scription to Newspapers.com.  This provided me with ac-

cess to many more leagues and seasons than I had been 

able to check previously. 

I keep a spreadsheet of the games on my desktop, and a 

copy in Google Sheets that’s available to anyone to pe-

ruse.  I also use Evernote to keep clippings of the games I 

find, along with the source and some tags (year, league, 

pitcher, city).  I started my research in 2010, and have so 

far found over 500 previously undocumented no-hitters.  

I’m confident many more are yet to be found. 

Anyone wanting to look through this list can access it at: 

https://goo.gl/xHU4Cv 

LOOKING FOR NOTHING 

The search for undocumented minor league no-hitters 

By Chuck McGill 

I 
’d been a member of SABR for a while before I came 

upon a topic to research where I felt I could make 

something of an impact. 

I was reading stories about Fred Lynn, my favorite play-

er, in The Sporting News, through Paper of Record, when 

I saw a story about one of his Pawtucket teammates who 

had thrown a no-hitter.  I thought with all the minor 
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A TALE OF TWO LEAGUES: 19TH CENTURY BALL-

PARKS USED IN THE MINORS AND MAJORS 

by Alan Cohen 

I 
 have been researching ballplayers who hit home 

runs in the same ballparks in the minor leagues and 

the major leagues.  I have discovered that many 

ballparks were used for both minor league and major 

league baseball, especially in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries.   

The early years of minor league baseball saw a certain 

degree of disorganization. 

In 1881, the Eastern Championship Association began the 

season with teams from New York, Brooklyn, Philadelph-

ia, and Washington.  One of the 

three New York teams, the 

Mets, played at the Polo 

Grounds, which had first 

opened in September, 1880.  

The Brooklyn Atlantics, played 

at the Union Grounds, which 

had been used for major league 

ball in 1876 by the New York 

Mutuals and in 1877 by the 

Hartford Dark Blues.  The Phil-

adelphia Athletics played at 

various venues including 

Oakdale Park and the Twenty-

Fourth Street Grounds, none of 

which was used for major 

league baseball.  It is not clear 

where Washington played, but they relocated to Albany, 

New York during the course of the season.  By season’s 

end, only the Metropolitans, Atlantics, Athletics, and Al-

bany were functioning. 

In 1882, the New York Metropolitans and the Philadelph-

ia Athletics joined together in something called the 

League Alliance.  When not playing each other, they 

played exhibitions against clubs from the National 

League and the American Association.  The Brooklyn At-

lantics played as an independent squad that season.   

In 1883, there was another ballpark being used for minor 

league baseball that would subsequently be used for ma-

jor league games.  Brooklyn was playing in the Interstate 

League at Washington Park, a new facility. The following 

season, Washington Park went major league as Brooklyn 

joined the American Association.   In what was to become 

a common event during the next decade, the Interstate 

League did not finish the 1883 season with the same 

lineup of teams as there was at the beginning of the sea-

son.  Camden dropped out of the league and its best play-

ers signed on with the surviving teams. 

Two years later, my focus was on the Western League, 

and this league had major troubles.  The trouble was such 

that the entire league folded at the end of June.  One of 

the ballparks in this league, League Park in Toledo, had 

been used as a major league park during Toledo’s one 

year in major league baseball, as part of the American 

Association in 1884. In 1885, Toledo played only 29 

games before dropping out of the league on June 9.  

Things were so bad for Toledo financially that they were 

unable to host Indianapolis for a four game series sched-

uled for May 23, 24, 26, and 

28, as they were unable to pay 

Indianapolis their guarantee.1  

Toledo wound up playing four 

games at Cleveland that week.  

That season, as in 1884, the 

Toledo lineup included Moses 

Fleetwood and Welday Walk-

er, the first persons of color to 

play in the major leagues. 

In 1887, four ballparks that 

were subsequently used as 

major league ballparks were 

used as minor league venues 

and, that, like most seasons, 

had a revolving door insofar 

as teams were concerned.  The 

Eastern League included ten cities at the beginning of the 

season, amongst them being Buffalo (Olympic Park I), 

Rochester (Culver Field), and Syracuse (Star Park II).  

Towns big and small in the United States and Canada 

made up the balance.  Oswego, New York was in the 

league early on but was replaced by Scranton, Pennsylva-

nia.  Utica, New York was replaced by Wilkes-Barre, 

Pennsylvania in August, and Binghamton, New York dis-

banded altogether shortly thereafter. A fourth ballpark 

subsequently used for major league baseball was in the 

Western League at Kansas City (Association Park). 

In 1888, to confuse matters, there was both a Western 

League and a Western Association.  The Western Associa-

tion was newly formed and included teams from the larg-
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er cities in the Midwest.  This league  included several 

cities that also had major league baseball franchises dur-

ing the 19th century. 

The Milwaukee Brewers were in their first year at 

Borchert Field, a structure that was used on and off for 

minor league baseball through 1952.  It even had a short 

life as a major league park. 

Kansas City’s 1888 season was a tale of two leagues as 

they had teams in both the American Association and the 

Western Association. Both teams played at Association 

Park. 

By 1889, there were at least 17 minor leagues, several of 

which included teams playing at ballparks that were used, 

at one time or another, as major league ballparks.  In the 

International Association, there were five such ballparks.   

The Buffalo Bisons moved into Olympic Park II in 

1889.  In 1890, they joined the Players League and after 

1890 they returned to Olympic Park II where they re-

mained, as a minor league team, through 1923.   

The Detroit Wolverines spent the 1889 season in the 

International Association.  Their ballpark, Recreation 

Park had been used by the Wolverines from 1881 through 

1888 when they were in the National League and would 

continue to be used as a minor league facility through 

1890. After playing briefly at Riverside Park in 1891, De-

troit did not field a team in 1892-93.   

The Rochester Jingoes played at Culver Field during 

the 1889 International Association season.  Culver Field 

originally opened in 1886, and would see major league 

action in 1890 when Rochester joined the American As-

sociation for one season. Culver Field was used by the 

minor league Rochester team in 1891 and 1892 before 

burning down.  It would reopen in 1898.    

The Syracuse Stars moved to the American Association 

with Rochester in 1890 after spending 1889 in the Inter-

national Association.   They played at Star Park II. This 

facility had opened its doors in 1885 as home to the Syra-

cuse entry in the New York State League.  In 1886, they 

joined the International Association and remained there 

until the move to the American Association in 1890. In 

1891, they, along with Rochester and Buffalo, formed the 

core of the Eastern Association that would evolve into the 

Eastern League and eventually become the International 

League in the 20th century. Star Park II was used through 

1899 (Eastern League) and from 1902 through 1904 (New 

York State League). 

The last International Association team to migrate to the 

American Association in 1890 played at Speranza Park in 

Toledo.  The Toledo Maumees (also known as the 

Black Pirates) first played at Speranza Park in 1888 as an 

entry in the Tri-State league.  They moved to the Interna-

tional Association in 1889.  The ballpark was not used 

after 1890 for organized baseball. 

In 1890, the Western Association included two ballparks 

that were used as major league parks – Borchert Field in 

Milwaukee and Exposition Park in Kansas City.  The 

league was relatively stable with Lincoln replacing Des 

Moines on August 11. 

The situation in the minors, especially as it relates to ball-

parks used in both the majors and minors was borderline 

crazy in 1891.  Three minor leagues had ballparks that 

also saw use as major league parks during their history. 

In the Eastern Association, New Haven and Providence 

dropped out in early August, and the league was down to 

six teams, three of which played in ballparks that were 

also used, at one time, for major league games.  New 

Haven’s situation was unique.  They had gotten off to a 14

-1 start but things deteriorated when they went winless 

on a road trip.  Interest waned and the season ended ear-

ly.  On August 11, the game between Syracuse and Provi-

dence was delayed as the Providence players demanded 

payment.  That was the last game played by Providence.2 

Rochester’s Culver Field and Syracuse’s Star Park II 

had been used by the American Association in 1890, and 

Buffalo’s Olympic Park II was used by the Players 

League team.  In 1891, Rochester and Syracuse were una-

ble to complete the season, and the Eastern Association 

finished its campaign with only four of the clubs (Albany, 

Buffalo, Lebanon, and Troy) that had started the season.  

The Detroit Wolverines were in the Northwestern League 

after eight years in the National League and two seasons 

in other minor leagues.  They were playing at Riverside 

Park, but dropped out of the league in June.  The sched-

uling folks betrayed the Wolverines.  They spent the first 

six series on the road, and were well under .500 (6-13) 

when they played their first home game on May 29. They 

only played a handful of games at Riverside Park before 

throwing in the sponge on June 8. Riverside Park was 

never used for major league baseball.  Detroit was not the 

only team to end its season early.  Only four of the 

league’s eight teams, Evansville, Terre Haute, Grand Rap-

ids, and Fort Wayne were around for the finish of the sea-

son. 
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In the Western Association, things were wilder.  St. Paul 

moved to Duluth in the middle of the season.  Omaha 

failed to show up for several games in the middle of the 

season and regrouped. By the time September rolled 

around, there were only four teams left in the league: 

Sioux City, Omaha, Denver, and Kansas City.  Two ball-

parks in the league saw major league action during the 

19th century.  Kansas City’s Exposition Park had been 

used by the American Association team in 1889.  Minor 

league teams continued to use this venue from 1890 

through 1902.  Milwaukee started the season in the West-

ern Association at Borchert Field, but moved, as a 

team, to the American Association late in the season.  The 

Western Association finished the season with only four of 

its original eight teams. Minneapolis, Lincoln, and Du-

luth also failed to complete the Western Association sea-

son.  

Interestingly enough, at the end of the season, Milwaukee 

agree to host Columbus, both of the major league Ameri-

can Association, for three games at Minneapolis’ Athletic 

Park.  Minneapolis hosted its first ever major league 

game on Friday, October 2, 1891.  It was the only game 

actually played in Minneapolis, as the Saturday game was 

called off due to snow and the Sunday game was moved 

back to Milwaukee.  The second major league game in 

Minnesota would not be played until 1961.  Athletic Park 

saw more than its share of homers during its days in the 

Western League. In 1895, two players, Bill Kuehne and 

Perry Werden, each had four homers in one game.  

Werden finished the season with 45 homers overall, the 

majority at Athletic Field. Athletic Park was not the only 

ballpark used by the minor league Minneapolis team.  On 

Sundays, due to the prevailing Blue Laws, they enter-

tained their guests at Hiawatha Park. 

On July 29, 1894 at Athletic Park in Minneapolis, ten dif-

ferent players homered.  There were 12 homers in all and 

the score was tied 19-19 after 5½ innings.  In that game, 

the home team hit first.  After the Minneapolis team had 

tied the game in the top of the sixth, the Toledo manager 

removed his team from the field and the team headed to 

the railroad station to catch a train to Sioux City.  Minne-

apolis was awarded the game via forfeit.  

In 1892, following the collapse of the American Associa-

tion, Philadelphia joined the Eastern League, and the 

1892 version of the Eastern League began its season with 

10 teams.  Among those teams were Buffalo, Rochester, 

and Syracuse, each using stadiums that had been used for 

major league ball.   

Not long into the season, New Haven and Philadelphia 

fell by the wayside.  New Haven was expelled on June 18 

and Philadelphia played its last game on June 19.  Mid-

way through the season, on July 11, Syracuse moved to 

Utica, thus limiting the games played at Star Park II that 

season.  Not long thereafter, the first “season” of the year 

concluded, and with the folding of Utica and Elmira, only 

six teams remained to contest the balance of the sched-

ule. 

During the balance of the decade, things stabilized in the 

Eastern League but there was some movement. 

In 1893, for the first time in the history of the minor 

leagues, the Eastern League went through a season with 

no changes, but that would change the following season. 

In 1894, the team from Troy, New York was replaced by 

Scranton at the beginning of August.  The team was doing 

well in the standings, having fought with Wilkes-Barre for 

the league lead throughout the course of the season, but 

attendance was dismal.  Prior to the change in venue, the 

league took control of the team and several cities vied for 

the available franchise.3  Things did not begin well in 

Scranton as this comment in The Sporting Life revealed:  

“The heavy clouds which have been hanging over the 

baseball horizon in this city for a week past are breaking 

away and clear skies are again.  Scranton’s debut in the 

Eastern League was to the accompaniment of fighting 

directors, disgruntled players and rival managers, and the 

wonder is that the team made as good a showing as it did 

– and that was horrible.”  Manager Thomas Cahill had 

replaced Martin Swift.  Swift in turn had released five 

players from their contracts.  These players would not 

play for Cahill and elected to strike. After make-shift 

lineups and a series of ultimatums, the season continued 

for the new Scranton team.4  

Shortly thereafter the Binghamton team was replaced by 

a team representing Allentown, Pennsylvania but playing 

its September home games in Yonkers, New York.  

Another minor league seeing change was the Pennsylva-

nia State League.  On July 9, Philadelphia was admitted 

to the league, replacing Easton.  It is not certain where 

they played their games. 

During the 1896 Eastern League season, Toronto played 

briefly at Albany starting on July 9, but at month’s end, 

they were back in Toronto. The return was hastened by 
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the prohibition of Sunday games in Albany.5 Springfield 

played two games at Hartford in early September. 

As late as 1901, there were still problems as the Syracuse 

team pulled up stakes in mid-season and moved to 

Brockton, Massachusetts. 

The years from 1892 through 1894 saw changes in the 

minor league structure, most notably with the Western 

Association closing down and eventually reemerging, in 

1894, as the Western League.  This league would play a 

major role in the next several years. 

In 1900, a minor league version of the American League 

emerged.  This league was comprised essentially of West-

ern League teams.  The Western League had functioned 

as a minor league until 1899, and, in its last season, in-

cluded Buffalo, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Mil-

waukee, St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Columbus. In 1900, 

Buffalo, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Milwaukee, 

and Minneapolis were joined in the new league by teams 

from Chicago and Cleveland.  The Cleveland team was 

one of the four teams dropped by the National League 

after 1899. 

Of the ballparks used by the American League in 1900, 

six were used previously and/or subsequently as major 

league ballparks.  These ballparks were located in Buffalo, 

Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City, Milwaukee, and Cleveland. 

The Chicago White Stockings’ first year of existence was 

1900 and they played at Southside Park III.  They con-

tinued to use this facility through June 27, 1910, when 

they moved to Comiskey Park. 

Detroit’s Bennett Park opened in 1896 as home of the 

Western League’s Detroit Tigers.  It succeeded Boulevard 

Park, which had been used during the 1894 and 1895 sea-

sons.  They played at Bennett Park through the 1911 sea-

son.   

NOTES 

 
1. The Sporting Life, June 17, 1885, page 2.  

2. The Sporting Life, August 22, 1891, page 6.  

3. The Sporting Life, August 4, 1894, page 4.  

4. The Sporting Life, August 18, 1894, page 4.  

5. The Sporting Life, August 8, 1896, page 16.  

EUGENE’S CIVIC STADIUM BURNS 

On June 29th, 2015, Civic Stadium in Eugene, Oregon 

was  burned to the ground as a result of arson.  Police 

charged four youths, aged 10-12 years old, with the crime.   

Civic Stadium, built in 1938 for the South Eugene High 

School football and baseball teams, became the home of 

the Eugene Emeralds in 1969.  After the 2009 season, the 

Emeralds moved to the University of Oregon’s PK Park. 

In recent years, the Friends of Civic Stadium were work-

ing on plans to repurpose and renovate the stadium. 

 

KITTY LEAGUE DOCUMENTARY 

Joshua Maxwell, a filmmaker from Nashville, has pro-

duced a documentary on the KITTY League, entitled, The 

KITTY League: Hometown Heroes.  The documentary 

includes historical photos and interviews with former 

players and historians, including SABR member and KIT-

TY League historian Kevin McCann.  The DVD can be 

ordered here, or email Joshua. 

 

BASEBALL HALL OF FAME MINOR LEAGUE DAYS 

Every Friday through December 4, the Baseball Hall of 

Fame will be hosting a Minor League Day.  Visitors can 

get free admission to the Hall by surrendering a ticket 

stub from a 2015 Minor League game.  The offer is good 

for one admission per stub redeemed ($23 value). 

 

WHO MAKES THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 

SCHEDULE? 
Dave Rosenfield, executive vice-president of the Norfolk 

Tides, spends about 200 hours each year putting together 

the International League schedule.  Read the story here. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

La Grande OR - A woman scorer is acting in official ca-

pacity for the Western Tri-State league in this city.  It is 

believed that Mrs. Jay Van Buren, who is now judging the 

errors and hits in games played here, is the only official 

woman baseball scorer in the world. 

East Oregonian, June 22, 1912 
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THE PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE BALLPARKS  

OF LOS ANGELES 
by Ron Selter 

A 
fter the Pacific Coast League (PCL) began oper-

ations in 1903, it would operate as a virtually 

independent entity for most of its first 55 years 

of existence.  During that era, the league had one, and, in 

most seasons, two franchises in the Los Angeles area that 

occupied eight different ballparks. 

CHUTES PARK (WASHINGTON GARDENS) 

Chutes Park was located in the city of Los Angeles on 

Washington Boulevard between Grand Avenue and Main 

Street.  The rather simple wooden ballpark was in a 

neighborhood that was largely residential and was only 

two miles south of downtown Los Angeles.  The site of 

Chutes Park (also called Washington Gardens in the 19th 

Century) was convenient to several electric trolley lines, 

as the park hosted various amusements - including a beer 

garden, a theater, a zoo and traveling circuses since 1876.  

The ballpark derived its name from the previous tenant’s 

Chute-the-Chutes thrill ride, though it was also known as 

Washington Gardens, and the two names were used in-

terchangeably.  A sports facility was built in December 

1900 and used for both baseball and football games.  The 

first use for professional baseball was a California winter 

league in December 1900.  In the following spring, the 

ballpark became the home of the Los Angeles franchise of 

the California League (a predecessor of the PCL) and was 

used for the 1901 and 1902 seasons.  Starting in 1903 

Chutes Park served as the home park of the PCL’s Los 

Angeles LooLoos, who became the Angels in 1906, for 

eight seasons. 

The ballpark consisted of a wooden grandstand, located 

diagonally behind home plate, with extensions down both 

foul lines to just beyond first and third base.  This ball-

park had a few unique characteristics.  Only the diagonal 

and third base sections of the grandstand had roofs - the 

first base section was uncovered.  Another unique feature 

of the ballpark was the standing-room-only catwalk be-

hind the left field fence.  One improvement over prior Los 

Angeles ballparks-Washington Park had the first grass 

infield.  In 1905, bleachers were added down both foul 

lines that raised the seating capacity to about 6,000.  In 

1909, the PCL expanded from four to six teams.  One of 

the two new clubs was the Vernon Tigers.  The Vernon 

club built a new ballpark (Vernon Park I) in the nearby 

city of Vernon, an industrial suburb of Los Angeles locat-

ed four miles southeast of downtown Los Angeles.  The 

Angels and Tigers merged their home/road schedules and 

each team used both Chutes Park and Vernon Park I.  

During the 1909 and 1910 seasons, whichever club was at 

home played split-site Sunday and holiday doublehead-

ers.  The morning game was played at the Vernon ball-

park and the afternoon game was played at Chutes Park.  

In addition, the home team played one weekday game per 

week at Vernon Park I.  After the 1910 season, Chutes 

Park was dismantled to make way for the larger Washing-

ton Park built at the same location. 

WASHINGTON PARK 

After Washington Park opened on March 28, 1911, it 

would become the best-known and longest used ballpark 

in Los Angeles for the next 15 years.  Located at Hill 

Street and Washington Boulevard, Washington Park oc-

cupied most of the site of the previously mentioned 

Chutes Park.  This new ballpark was jointly owned by the 

Los Angeles Angels and the Vernon Tigers, both clubs 

using it as their primary home park.   

The ballpark, when opened, seated about 8,000, and con-

sisted of (1) a single-deck roofed grandstand that extend-

ed beyond both first and third bases, and (2) wooden 

bleachers adjacent to the grandstand down both the first 

and third base lines.  The grandstand and home plate 

were located in the northwest corner of the park, making 

left field the sun field for afternoon games.  After the 1911 

season, capacity was increased to about 12,000 by ex-

tending both foul line bleachers and adding a new section 

of wooden bleachers beyond right field that connected to 

the first base bleachers. 

Washington Park’s dimensions were mostly generous 

(left field was 350’ from home plate and centerfield was 

460’, although the right field line was 335’).  To make the 

Washington Park, PCL game circa 1910 
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pitchers even happier, the left field and center field fences 

were 20 feet high.  Sometime between 1911 and 1920, 

however, the left field distance was increased to 375’.  The 

first home run over the left-field fence was hit by Pete 

Schneider (October 12, 1920).  No one ever hit a ball over 

the distant centerfield fence. 

As one would suspect, Washington Park’s dimensions 

made it a poor hitter’s park.  The available data (for the 

1918 and 1921-25 seasons) show that Washington Park 

was last in the PCL in home runs and batting average.  

The home run park factor was 45, which meant that 

home runs at Washington Park were less than half of the 

average PCL ballpark. 

In late September 1925, Wrigley Field in Los Angeles 

opened.  This new ballpark was (for it’s time) a modern 

marvel; far larger and more fan friendly than Washington 

Park.  Shortly after the last game was played here on Sep-

tember 27, 1925, Washington Park was demolished.  The 

Vernon Tigers did not move to Wrigley Field as their 1925 

home season had ended.  The possibility of the Vernon 

club using Wrigley Field in the 1926 season was eliminat-

ed when the franchise moved to San Francisco and be-

came the Mission Reds.  Wrigley Field was the newest 

and probably largest capacity ballpark in the Minors.  Use 

of site after demolition is not known  

VERNON PARK I 

As mentioned above, when the Vernon Tigers joined the 

PCL in 1909, they built a wooden ballpark at East 38th 

Street and Santa Fe Avenue. With a capacity of only about 

4,000, the park was not the regular home park of any 

team.  It was used in 1909 and 1910 for one weekday 

home game by either the Angels or the Vernon Tigers and 

also for the morning game of Sunday/holiday double-

headers.  For 1911-12, the weekday games were eliminat-

ed.  The reason for both the Angels and Tigers using the 

Vernon and later the Venice ballparks is hard to under-

stand.   

The exact dimensions of Vernon Park I are not known, 

however, home run data provides insight into the park’s 

approximate dimensions.  With home runs averaging 

1.03 per game in the 192 games played at the park over 

five plus seasons, Vernon Park I was the Coors Field of its 

time. By contrast, at the other seven PCL ballparks home 

runs averaged much less: 0.34 per game.  Based on the 

home run data, ballpark researcher Larry Zuckerman has 

estimated the left-field dimension as 290 feet-perhaps 

less, center field as 440, and right field as 330. 

After the 1912 season, the Tigers relocated to Venice, and 

Vernon Park I sat idle throughout the next two seasons.  

On July 9, 1915, the Tigers decided to return to Vernon, 

where they and the Angels again shared Vernon Park I for 

the remainder of the season, after which the Venice ball-

park was dismantled. 

VENICE PARK 

After the close of the 1912 season, the Vernon Tigers 

moved 20 miles west to the seaside community of Venice 

(California not Italy) and became the Venice Tigers.  The 

Tigers played in a new ballpark (Venice Park) built espe-

cially for them and shared the Venice ballpark with the 

Angels as they had Vernon Park I.  The new wooden ball-

park was built at Washington Boulevard (now Abbot Kin-

ney) and Virginia Avenue (now Venice Boulevard).  The 

ballpark consisted of a grandstand, seating 3,000, and 

bleachers, seating 4,000.  As was the case with the two 

Vernon ballparks after 1910, Venice Park was used only 

for the morning game of split-site Sunday/holiday dou-

bleheaders. 

Venice Park, diagram by Larry Zuckerman 
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The ballpark’s configuration would be familiar to those 

who have attended Little League games.  All of the curved 

outfield fences were the same distant from home plate-

reported to be 325 feet (Los Angeles Times March 27, 

1913).  The outfield fences were three feet high, topped by 

a six-foot high wire screen.  This screen permitted the 

fans that were driving to ballparks to view the game from 

the comfort of their automobiles parked just outside the 

left field and right field fences.   

Data for Venice Park showed the park to be far below av-

erage as a hitter’s park.  The batting park factors for 1913-

15 were: 

  Batting Average  87 

  Slugging  89 

  Doubles/AB  107 

  Triples/AB  81 

  Home Runs/AB  64 

 

If the outfield fences at Venice Park all were actually 325 

feet from home plate, these batting park factors are unbe-

lievable.  How could the smallest park in the PCL be far 

below average in both batting average and home runs?  If 

there was no point in the ballpark greater than 325, how 

could the triples park factor be as high as 81?  Could the 

actual dimensions have been greater than the 325 from 

the pre-season newspaper story?  A study was made of 

the park and its site.  The diagram (by Larry Zuckerman) 

of the ballpark (that used 325 as the outfield distance) 

showed 25-30 feet available between the center field 

fence and the southern limit of the property (the tracks of 

the Pacific Electric Railway.  Note that center field was 

the limiting condition for the size of the ballpark.  Based 

on the batting data for the park and by moving home 

plate five feet closer to the backstop, the estimated out-

field dimensions become 355 to all fields.  Such possible 

dimensions are far more compatible with the batting park 

factors than the reported 325 to all fields. 

Attendance at the games played in Venice was poor, and 

the Tigers and Angels returned to Vernon on July 9, 1915.  

After the end of the 1915 season, the Venice grandstand 

was dismantled. 

VERNON PARK II 

In July 1915, the Tigers returned to Vernon.  They used 

Vernon Park I for the rest of the 1915 season.  Before the 

1916 season, a new wooden ballpark (Vernon Park II) was 

built on the site of Vernon Park I using the wooden 

grandstand that had been removed from the Venice ball-

park.  Vernon Park II was used by the Tigers and the An-

gels for five seasons (1916-20).  As at Venice Park, the use 

of the ballpark was only for the morning games of Sunday 

and holiday double headers.  Vernon Park II, with a seat-

ing capacity of about 10,000, was also known as Maier 

Park, for Eddie Maier, the owner of the Vernon club.  The 

estimated dimensions were left field 372, center field 395, 

and right field 315.  The right field dimension seemed 

reachable until one considers that the 10 foot wooden 

fence was topped with a 20 foot wire screen.  Whereas 

Vernon Park I was the Coors Field of its time, Vernon 

Park II was a pitcher’s paradise.  In the 110 games played 

at the park (1916-20), only six home runs were ever hit.  

By comparison, over the 1916-19 seasons-an average of 

0.05 home runs per game were hit compared to the rest 

of the PCL ballparks that had an average of 0.39 per 

game. 

Midway through the 1920 season, with attendance poor 

at Vernon Park II, the Angels and Tigers decided to dis-

continue using any secondary ballpark and thereafter 

played all of their home games at Washington Park.  The 

Tigers continued to use the Vernon ballpark for spring 

training through 1925.  The ballpark was torn down 

sometime in the 1930s and the site of the Vernon ball-

parks is now occupied by Hannibal Industries Inc. 

GILMORE STADIUM 

In 1938, the PCL’s San Francisco Mission Reds franchise 

was purchased by Hollywood interests headed by Bob 

Cobb, and the team, to be called the Hollywood Stars, 

moved to Los Angeles.  For the 1938 season, they ar-

ranged to share the Angels’ iconic ballpark, Wrigley Field,  

for one year, anticipating that their new ballpark in Hol-

lywood, Gilmore Field, (named for Earl B. Gilmore, the 

owner of Gilmore Oil, Gilmore Stadium, and the site of 

Gilmore Field) would be ready in time for the following 

season.  By April 1939, however, construction was not 

quite finished.  Fortunately, very close by was Gilmore 

Stadium, a football and midget auto racing venue.  Gil-

more Stadium was a steel-and-concrete oval structure 

with a capacity of 18,500.  It was quickly modified for 

baseball in time for the Stars’ first home games.  A wire 

screen was erected behind home plate to serve as the 

backstop.  There were no dugouts.  The playing field was 

laid out with the left field foul line roughly parallel with 
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the western sideline of the gridiron and this produced a 

LF dimension of 350.  The RF dimension was a rather 

short 270, and the RF power alley (22.5 degrees) 300.  To 

prevent cheap home runs, a pole was placed behind the 

fence in right center (325 from home plate).  Any ball hit 

into the stands to the right of that pole was a ground rule 

double.  Because of the oval shape of the stadium, the LF 

distances increased rapidly away from the foul line.  All in 

all, it was an oddly shaped playing field for baseball-LF 

(average distance 393) was deeper than CF (380) and the 

RF average distance was quite short (291). 

The Stars played only seven games at Gilmore Stadium, 

with interesting results.  Hollywood hosted the Portland 

Beavers for a seven game series (winning four of the sev-

en games).  When briefly used as a ballpark, Gilmore Sta-

dium was quite popular with the hitters.  The Stars post-

ed a team batting average of .333 while Portland hit .317.  

There were 15 home runs in seven games, a high level for 

the 1939 PCL.  Overall the batting park factors at Gilmore 

Stadium were impressive: 

Batting Average  112 

On-Base  112 

Slugging  131 

Doubles  174 

Triples   119 

Home Runs  211 

 

GILMORE FIELD 

The majority owner of the Stars was Bob Cobb, owner of 

the Brown Derby restaurant in Hollywood and namesake 

of the Cobb salad.  In addition several movie stars were 

shareholders, including Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Gene 

Autry, and Gary Cooper.  Opening Day at Gilmore Field 

was on May 2, 1939, some four weeks into the season.  

There was lots of fanfare as many movie stars attended 

the game.  To get the ceremonies underway, the owner 

Bob Cobb had his wife, actress Gail Patrick, throw out the 

first pitch. 

The ballpark was located on Fairfax Avenue on the west 

(500 feet west of Gilmore’s Farmers Market) and be-

tween Beverly Boulevard on the north, and Third Street 

on the south, Gilmore Field was an intimate ballpark. Its 

backstop was only 34 feet behind home plate and the dis-

tance from first/third base to the grandstand was 24 feet.  

No surprise, the foul area was very small. Gilmore Field 

was one of the first ballparks to be built with lights.  The 

ballpark consisted of a roofed steel frame and wood sin-

gle-deck grandstand, with open bleachers down both foul 

lines that reached nearly to the LF and RF corners.  The 

playing field was almost exactly symmetrical with the LF/

RF dimensions being 335, left-center/right/center 387, 

and the CF dimension 407.  The LF and RF fences were 

wooden, 10 feet high, and aligned at 90 degrees to the 

foul lines.  There was a 10 foot high CF diagonal fence 

with an 18 foot scoreboard.  The total seating capacity of 

the ballpark was about 12,000.  The average size of LF/

RF was 352 and CF was 403.  The overall park size of Gil-

more Field was 369-by comparison Wrigley Field, the top 

PCL ballpark for home runs, was 358, and the league av-

erage was 362. 

Gilmore Field in 1939 was not a good ballpark for hitters. 

The Stars and their opponents combined for 8.8 runs per 

game at home, vs.10.8 runs/game on the road.  The bat-

ting park factors for 1939 were: 

 Runs/G     84 

 Batting Average    92 

 On-Base    89 

 Slugging  101 

 Doubles*  101 

 Triples*   180 

 Home Runs*  124 

 BB/Game    71 

*Per AB; Batting data compiled from box scores in the Los Angeles Times 

This is a curious result: the park factors for all categories 

of extra base hits and slugging were above 100, yet runs, 

Gilmore Field 
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batting average, and on-base were markedly below aver-

age.  All this for a ballpark that had very little foul area, 

and had the same park size as today’s major league ball-

parks.  Two factors contributed to this outcome, first, in 

1939 Gilmore Field was the second largest ballpark in the 

PCL - only Seals Stadium in San Francisco was larger, 

and second, the billboards mounted on the LF and CF 

fences were very light colored (they read nearly white in 

black and white photos).  The billboards extended from 

the LF line to nearly dead CF, and provided a very poor 

background against right-handed pitchers.  This is likely 

the reason that walks per game were 40 % higher in road 

games than in games at Gilmore Field. 

The PCL had at least one and typically two franchises in 

the Los Angels area for better than 50 years.  When the 

Brooklyn Dodgers moved to Los Angeles after the 1957 

season, the PCL presence in the city came to an end.  

Here is the list of the PCL Los Angeles ballparks and their 

final status: 

Chutes Park-demolished after the 1910 season and re-

placed on the same site by Washington Park; whose last 

use was September 1925; later demolished. 

Vernon Park I-replaced by Vernon Park II whose last 

use was the 1920 season; ballpark later demolished. 

Venice Park-used for only one game per week for two 

and a half seasons (1913-15); stands dismantled and 

moved to Vernon Park II after the 1915 season. 

Wrigley Field-the last PCL season was 1957; later used 

for the 1961 season by the American League Los Angeles 

Angels, ballpark demolished in 1966 and the site is now a 

city park and community center.  

Gilmore Stadium-only use for baseball was one week 

in of the 1939 PCL season: used until 1951 for auto races, 

and then demolished. 

Gilmore Field-the last use was the 1957 season and the 

ballpark was demolished in 1958.  The site is now part of 

CBS’s Television City. 

SOURCES: 

“Ballparks of Los Angeles, And Some Of The History Sur-

rounding Them”, by Lauren Ted Zuckerman, 1996, in 

SABR Minor League History Research Journal, Volume 

I, August 1996 

Los Angeles Times box scores for games played at Venice 

Park for 1913-15 

Lawrence S. Ritter, Lost Ballparks, Penguin Books, New 

York, New York, 1992. 

This article originally appeared in The National 

Pastime, 2011 

Oakland Tribune April 7, 1907 
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There are a few remaining question marks on our list of 

farm clubs.  Designating a team as a farm presupposes an 

answer to the question, “What is a farm club.” That defi-

nitional issue is also dealt with in the “Heyday” essay.  

Without wishing to sound pompous let me note that I 

frequently get comments like, “Why don’t  you consult 

this (secondary) source?” Well, we have consulted the 

primary sources, and either we’ve looked at the secondary 

sources too, or we have reasons for differing from them.  

In other words, we consider ourselves the best source 

available on the subject. Lloyd Johnson, author/editor of 

the Minor League Encyclopedia, is on our committee, and 

for the most part our results square with his. 

Let me conclude with an appeal to the members of the 

Minor League Committee to join us and write up a league 

or two.  Again, we can complete this project fairly soon if 

we get more help.  Like the Biography Project this is a 

cooperative effort, and you will receive credit for your 

contributions.  For a sample of a “completed” league, the 

American Association, click here. 

NOTES 

1. One of our members, John Cronin, is compiling a list of 
pre-1930 farms, which can at least be an appendix in the 
book. 
2. Another way to put this is that the practice of minor 
league teams developing and selling talent comes to an 
end.  
3. Jim Holl and I have done the Middle Atlantic.  

THE FARM CLUB PROJECT 

by Bill McMahon 

P 
robably not many members of this committee 

are aware that we have a Farm Club Subcommit-

tee. This was set up 10-15 years ago by Bob Mc 

Connell, the head of the Minor League Committee, and 

me.  I had been working for several years on producing a 

definitive list of farm clubs, and realizing the inadequacy 

of published materials, Bob immediately took to the pro-

ject.  We were able to recruit “the best and the brightest” 

in SABR.  Among the distinguished members of our com-

mittee, the deceased ones include Cliff Kachline, Bob Da-

vids, McConnell, Ray Nemec, and John Pardon.  We have 

received information from such minor league authorities 

as Bob Hoie, Jerry Jackson, and of course Dick Beverage, 

who recently acknowledged that he isn’t deceased.  We 

expect to publish a book containing our results.  This can 

be completed in the foreseeable future, especially if we 

can get more volunteers to help.                    

The period covered is 1930-62, “the heyday of the farm 

system.” That is, 1930 is about when farm systems get 

going.1 After 1962 the traditional farm systems were 

superceded by minor leagues that were completely sub-

servient to the majors.  The B, C, and D classifications 

were dropped, and minor league teams no longer had 

their own farms.2  I wrote an overview of the farm club 

story  entitled, “The Heyday of the Farm System, 1930-

62.”  That is  available  upon request 

(mcmahon@uakron.edu) 

The plan is to list farms by (1) leagues, (2) teams, and (3) 

years. A list of completed leagues was distributed at the 

2015 committee meeting.  We have covered classes AAA, 

AA, A, and most of the B’s.  That leaves about 50 more 

leagues, mostly C and D (plus the one E).3  We have 

sheets for each league, including “templates” for the un-

finished ones; again these will be sent upon request. Even 

the “complete” ones can use additions and corrections. 

We have population data, and the franchises are listed 

historically.  The unfinished sheets need a brief history of 

the league (say a couple of paragraphs) and notes on each 

team.  We also want maps for each league.  John Ruoff 

did a beautiful map for the American Association and 

then vanished under the radar.  So we would welcome 

anyone with mapmaking expertise. The “Heyday” piece 

contains remarks about each team’s farm system;  those 

need to be amplified. I believe I have most years on file.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Oakland Tribune July 26, 1907 
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THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION SQUABBLE 

OF 1902 

                                                                                                                     

by Bill Lamb 

I 
nstalled in many of the cities of the recently de-

ceased Southern League, the Southern Association 

of Base Ball Clubs (SA) enjoyed a successful inaugu-

ral campaign in 1901, and looked forward to even greater 

achievement in its sophomore season. But such hopes 

were dashed when hostilities broke out between the man-

agement of the Memphis Egyptians and the rest of the 

league. At issue was Memphis boss Charley Frank’s sign-

ing of players under contract elsewhere. As the 1902 sea-

son progressed, play on Southern Association diamonds 

was overshadowed by events in the league office and vari-

ous courtrooms, with dueling lawsuits and injunctions, 

player ineligibility decrees, threats of franchise suspen-

sion, resignation of the Association president, and a near 

fracture of the league itself consuming the energies of the 

rival parties and the attention of SA fans. In the end, the 

hard-nosed Frank, backed by the fortune of an equally 

hard-nosed Memphis millionaire, prevailed, with a 

Southern Association reconstituted more to Frank’s lik-

ing emerging from the fracas.  

The 32-year-old Frank, 

a one-time National 

League outfielder, had 

been a prime mover in 

the creation of the eight-

member Southern Asso-

ciation and was a minor-

ity stockholder in its 

Memphis Egyptians 

franchise. In 1901, 

Frank had managed the 

club to a near-miss (75-

48) third-place finish in 

the debut SA pennant 

race, all the while re-

maining vocal on league 

affairs. Frank’s attempts to exert influence did not always 

endear him to fellow SA club bosses, particularly Abner 

Powell of New Orleans and Mike Finn of Little Rock, both 

of whom would figure prominently in the drama to come. 

At season’s end, the league championship was awarded to 

the (78-45) Nashville Vols, piloted by Frank’s good friend 

and league ally Newt Fisher.1 Thereafter, the Southern 

Association made another move of consequence in the 

events which lay ahead: the SA joined the National Asso-

ciation of Professional Baseball Leagues (NAPBL), the 

newly formed official overseer of minor league play. 

Frank returned to the Memphis helm for the 1902 season, 

but when the club got off to a mediocre start, he began 

making moves to bolster the Egyptians roster. His first 

recruits came from the American Association. Shortstop 

Charlie Babb of the Indianapolis Indians and second 

basemen Bill Evans of the Columbus Senators reported to 

Memphis in mid-June. For a time, controversy would 

attend Frank’s signing of the two,2 but the real bone of 

contention would be Jimmy St. Vrain, a diminutive left-

hand pitcher recently released by the Chicago Cubs. “A 

little, sawed-off specimen of southpaw humanity … no 

bigger than a cake of soap,”3 St. Vrain had pitched cred-

itably (4-6, with a fine 2.08 ERA) during a 12-game audi-

tion with the Cubs, but had been sent down to acquire 

more seasoning.4 Before leaving Chicago, St. Vrain had 

signed a Cubs contract for the 1903 season. But for the 

remainder of 1902, he signed to pitch for Memphis. This 

prompted an immediate protest from the Tacoma Tigers 

of the Pacific Northwest League. St. Vrain had played for 

Tacoma in 1901, and the Tigers maintained a reserve 

clause-based right to St. Vrain’s return to their club. The 

claim did not impress Charley Frank. As far as he was 

concerned, if Tacoma had a claim upon St. Vrain’s ser-

vices, it should have been taken up with Chicago club 

president James Hart.5 Frank then dispatched St. Vrain 

to the mound against New Orleans, who bested the little 

lefty, 1-0, on June 23. Days later, a two-hit, 7-2 victory 

over Shreveport put St. Vrain in the win column. 

Tacoma reacted to the rebuff by seeking redress from the 

NAPBL. While the issue of St. Vrain’s eligibility was un-

der NAPBL review, manager Mike Finn refused to put his 

Little Rock nine on the field against St. Vrain. After St. 

Vrain had thrown a handful of pitches to an empty bat-

ters box, the umpire declared the game forfeited to Mem-

phis. Hour later, the NAPBL upheld Tacoma’s claim to St. 

Vrain, placing him under suspension until he reported to 

the Tigers.6 Southern Association President John Bailey 

Nicklin thereupon reversed the ruling on the field and 

awarded the forfeit to Little Rock. Manager Frank ig-

nored the NAPBL edict, and on July 5, St. Vrain retook 

the mound against New Orleans, who played the game 

under protest. After little Jimmy threw a two-hit, 3-0 

Charley Frank 
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shutout at the Pelicans, President Nicklin announced that 

St. Vrain would no longer be permitted to pitch in the 

SA.7 That determination was affirmed at a contentious 

Southern Association meeting held at league headquar-

ters in Chattanooga on July 8. Frank was defiant, publicly 

stating that he would pitch St. Vrain whenever his regular 

turn came, and that he would put himself on the field, as 

well. NAPBL Secretary John H. Farrell responded in 

kind, declaring that his organization, which the SA had 

voluntarily chosen to join, had been founded to prevent 

contract jumping; that Frank’s failure to heed NAPBL 

and SA directives regarding St. Vrain constituted insub-

ordination; that Frank was immediately suspended for 

ten games, and that Frank would be ex-

pelled from Organized Ball if he persisted 

in his defiance.8 In the meantime, Tacoma 

manager Jay Andrews was adding fuel to 

the fire, demanding $1,000 for St. Vrains’s 

release. Otherwise, Andrews would insist 

upon SA recognition and enforcement of 

Tacoma’s exclusive right to the pitcher’s 

services.9 Predictably, Frank declined to 

pay for St. Vrain’s release. Secretary Farrell 

then upped the ante, declaring that, if una-

bated, Frank’s insubordination might war-

rant the expulsion of the Memphis Egyp-

tians franchise itself, music to the ears of 

the Memphis Chickasaws, an independent 

club itching for admission to the Southern 

Association.10 

This kind of rhetoric launched Frank backers to the barri-

cades. Memphis club president B.M. Bruce announced 

that ownership fully supported Frank. So did Nashville 

Vols manager Newt Fisher. He had reviewed the docu-

ments proffered by Tacoma in support of its claim upon 

St. Vrain and deemed them entirely wanting.11 Memphis 

club attorney Caruthers Ewing then swung into action. 

He entered the local chancery court and obtained an in-

junction from Chancellor T.M. McConnell which enjoined 

Southern Association “interference” with Frank’s man-

agement of the Memphis team. That included attempts to 

prohibit Frank’s use pitcher St. Vrain in league games.12 

NAPBL President Pat Powers responded with a telegram 

to Southern Association officials threatening to withdraw 

his organization’s protection of the Memphis club, thus 

exposing its player roster to raids by other teams. This, in 

turn, prompted attorney Caruthers to make application to 

Chancellor McConnell for expansion of the extant injunc-

tion to cover action adverse to Memphis club interests by 

the NAPBL.13 The minor league establishment then dou-

bled down, wiring SA president Nicklin that Frank had 

been suspended indefinitely and the Memphis club fined 

$100 for use of the ineligible St. Vrain.14  

The situation came to a head in New Orleans on August 

6. Disregarding president Nicklin’s instruction to abide 

the McConnell injunction for the time being, Pelicans 

field boss Abner Powell had the police bar St. Vrain, 

Frank, Charlie Babb, and Bill Evans from entering the 

New Orleans ball park. Powell had SA umpire Ed Cline 

kept out, as well, designating George Chabot, a local ama-

teur player, as the game’s arbiter. With on-

ly eight uniformed Memphis players inside 

the gates, umpire Chabot forfeited the 

game to New Orleans. Sometime later, at-

torney Caruthers sought to have Powell 

held in contempt, but Chancellor 

McConnell declined to exercise jurisdiction 

over the acts of a non-Tennessee resident 

occurring outside the state. At Memphis’s 

next scheduled stop, Little Rock manager 

Mike Finn announced that his club would 

not play against St. Vrain or Frank as long 

as the two were banned by the NAPBL -- 

regardless of any directive to the contrary 

issued by president Nicklin or the com-

mand of Tennessee court orders. Shortly 

thereafter, a Southern Association meeting 

was hastily removed from league headquarters to a near-

by hotel across the border in Georgia. The meeting relo-

cation was intended to preclude service of Tennessee pro-

cess on SA officials. 

 As soon as the meeting convened, league president Nick-

lin resigned. He was replaced by Judge William M. Ka-

vanaugh of Little Rock, formerly the SA vice-president. 

The assemblage then adopted motions made by Abner 

Powell (1) to permanently transfer SA headquarters from 

Chattanooga to Little Rock; (2) to declare as forfeit all 

Memphis games in which Jimmy St. Vrain and/or Char-

ley Frank had played; and (3) to charge Memphis with 

the standard $50 transportation fee that had been in-

curred by any team travelling to Memphis to play a game 

now deemed forfeit.15 Again, legal retaliation by Memphis 

was not long in coming. Local deputies greeted league 

officials heedlessly returning to Chattanooga with service 

of new Memphis lawsuits upon the Southern Association. 

These actions sought $10,000 damages against each of 

Jimmy St. Vrain 



 

Beating the Bushes  Page 14  Fall 2015 

  

- b a s e d  f o r t u n e 

dwarfed that of the 

modestly endowed 

club owners of the 

Southern Associa-

tion. Carnes thought 

that “Charley Frank 

and the Memphis 

club were the victims 

of a conspiracy in the 

St. Vrain case”19 and 

was prepared to back 

both the Frank club 

in Memphis and oth-

er teams in the new 

circuit – to the tune of a staggering $800,000.20 Under-

standably concerned, president Kavanaugh immediately 

dispatched peace emissaries to parlay with Frank and 

Carnes, but the two initially brushed them off. Faced with 

the determination of Frank and the deep pockets of 

Carnes, the Southern Association quickly capitulated, 

dismissing the litigation before Chancellor Martin in Lit-

tle Rock and accepting one-sided settlement terms in re-

turn for the abandonment of the proposed new circuit by 

Frank and Carnes. Among other things, the league imme-

diately restored Frank to good standing and returned him 

to command of the Memphis franchise. Frank was reim-

bursed by the league for all losses that he incurred during 

the 1902 season, and provided an unspecified damage 

award by the SA, as well. All in all, the SA paid Frank 

about $20,000 for his troubles during the season.21 A 

matter of principle to Frank, all the St. Vrain game for-

feits were wiped from the SA record book. Last but per-

haps most significantly, the Southern Association was 

reconstituted along franchise lines proposed by Frank for 

the 1903 season.22  

With the matter finally resolved, the principals in the 

Southern Association squabble of 1902 went on with their 

lives. Judge William M. Kavanaugh took an active role in 

Arkansas Democratic Party politics and briefly served as 

an interim United States Senator in 1913. He remained in 

office as Southern Association president until his death 

on February 21, 1915 at age 49. Combative Charley Frank 

remained a fixture in the Southern Association for the 

remainder of his life, managing league clubs in Memphis, 

New Orleans, and Atlanta until illness forced his resigna-

tion early in the 1922 season. He died in Memphis of 

Bright’s Disease on May 24, 1922. He was 51. Little Jim-

the other SA clubs, save Nashville. Available club assets 

(like uniforms, equipment, etc.) would be attached pend-

ing the disposition of these suits whenever a defendant 

club came to play a game in Memphis, beginning with 

Powell’s New Orleans club.16 The plaintiffs would also 

attach the $8,000 in SA funds on deposit at the Mer-

chant’s Bank in Memphis. 

Negotiations to settle the lawsuits ensued, with Memphis 

agreeing to drop its actions against individual SA clubs, 

and to seek damages only from league coffers. In the 

meantime, SA clubs (particularly Memphis collaborator 

Nashville) were instructed by new president Kavanaugh 

not to play any game in which Memphis attempted to 

pitch St. Vrain, pending the outcome of the settlement 

talks. The Southern Association then sought out a friend-

ly judicial forum of its own, seeking injunctive relief from 

the chancery court in Little Rock. As a courtesy, Pulaski 

County (Little Rock) Chancellor Thomas B. Martin con-

tacted Chancellor McConnell, his Tennessee counterpart, 

before proceeding. Much to Memphis’s alarm, McConnell 

was amenable to deferring to Martin, placing disposition 

of all the outstanding issues in a Little Rock courtroom. 

Pending a final resolution of the matter, Chancellor Mar-

tin entered a preliminary order that: (1) enjoined Mem-

phis from playing St. Vrain or Frank; (2) prohibited 

Memphis attachment of SA club assets; (3) prohibited the 

SA from taking action against the Memphis franchise, 

and (4) enjoined the parties from filing any more lawsuits 

against each other.17 Back on the diamond, Nashville (80-

40) breezed to a second consecutive Southern Association 

pennant. With the Jimmy St. Vrain 12-4 record on the 

field converted into 12 additional losses by SA officials, 

Memphis finished a non-competitive (52-67) fifth in 

league standings. 

With judicial proceedings now anchored in a hostile ven-

ue, the tough-minded Frank decided upon another tack: 

the formation of a rival southern baseball circuit, with 

teams to be placed in most of the existing SA cities, plus 

Mobile and Montgomery. “It is a fight to the finish and 

survival of the fittest,” said Frank about the looming con-

flict of southern baseball circuits.18 This new league, 

moreover, would align itself with the outlaw American 

Association, not the NAPBL.19 That aspect of Frank’s plan 

was rendered stillborn by American Association entry 

into the NAPBL at the close of the 1902 season. But by 

then, Frank had acquired an ally far more powerful than 

the American Association: Sam T. Carnes, a Memphis 

industrialist whose electric power and asphalt production

William Kavanaugh 
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my St. Vrain, the root cause of the controversy, left Mem-

phis at the end of the 1902 season. Notwithstanding his 

Cubs contract for 1903, he never got another shot in the 

major leagues. Jimmy returned to the Tacoma Tigers 

midway in the 1904 season, and pitched professionally 

until at least 1909. Thereafter, he worked as an electri-

cian until his death from a stroke in Butte, Montana on 

June 12, 1937. He was 66. Surviving all of the combatants 

was the Southern Association itself, its operations contin-

uing uninterrupted for decades, until changing times, 

television, and a reluctance to integrate brought the SA to 

an end at the close of the 1961 season. 

This essay first appeared in the April 2014 issue of The 

Inside Game, the newsletter of the Deadball Era Com-

mittee. 

NOTES 

1. Although Nashville (78-45) had posted a better record 

than Mike Finn’s Little Rock Travelers (76-45), the league 

championship was shrouded by disputes attending the 

season-ending series between the two clubs. The pennant 

was bestowed on Nashville only after a review of the con-

tests and a vote by the league board of directors. See 

Reach’s Official American League Base Ball Guide 

for1902, 183. 

2. At the time, the American Association was deemed an 

“outlaw league” and thus not afforded the player contract 

protection extended to members of the National Associa-

tion of Professional Baseball Leagues. After some skir-

mishing between Memphis and Southern Association 

officials, the Egyptians were permitted to play AA con-

tract jumpers Babb and Evans. 

3. Descriptions of St. Vrain subsequently published in the 

Cincinnati Post, January 23 and 25, 1905. 

4. At the time, it was believed that St. Vrain was a young-

ster. But the boyish-looking pitcher had gotten a late start 

in professional baseball and had just turned 31. For more 

on St. Vrain’s true age, see his BioProject profile by the 

writer.   

5. As per the New Orleans Item, June 24, 1902.  

6. As reported in the Washington Post, July 4, 1902. 

7. As per the New Orleans Item, July 6, 1902. 

8. As reported in the Montgomery (Alabama) Advertiser, 

July 12, 1902. 

9. As per Sporting Life, July 12, 1902. 

10. As per the New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 20, 

1902. 

11. As reported in the New Orleans Item, July 25, 1902. 

12. As reported in the Seattle Daily Times, July 23, 1902, 

Anaconda (Montana) Standard and Rocky Mountain 

(Denver) News, July 24, 1902, and elsewhere. 

13. As reported in the New Orleans Item, July 29, 1902. 

14. As reported in the Charlotte Observer and Dallas 

Morning News, July 29, 1902. 

15. As per the New Orleans Item, August 12, 1902. 

16. As reported in the New Orleans Times-Picayune, Au-

gust 15, 1902. 

17. As reported in the Columbus (Georgia) Daily Enquir-

er, Dallas Morning News, and Montgomery Advertiser, 

August 17, 1902. 

18. As quoted in the New Orleans Times-Picayune, No-

vember 9, 1902. 

19. As per the Charleston News and Courier, November 

28, 1902. 

20. As per the Montgomery Advertiser, November 23, 

1902, and Charleston News and Courier, December 3, 

1902. 

21. According to Frank in 1908. See the Charleston News 

and Courier, August 13, 1908. 

22. As reported the Baton Rouge Daily Advocate and 

Washington Post, December 11, 1902, Sporting Life, Jan-

uary 3, 1903, and elsewhere. 

Bloomington Pantagraph June 1, 1920 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS 

David Malamut is creating a Midwest League archive 

online at mwlarchives.com.  As part of the project, he is 

collecting box scores from every game, which he will post 

to the web site.  He’d welcome help on converting the box 

scores to a web format.  His email address is da-

vid@malamut.net 

Paul Rivard has been tracking game-by-game attend-

ance in the minor leagues since 2013.   He hopes to make 

the data available to those who might like to make use of 

it.  He’s also interested in a minor league All-Star game 

project: date, location, format (i.e. the contesting clubs), 

attendance, and score.   He’s also interested in a project 

to compile a list of all tie-breaking playoff games that 

have been played in the minor leagues. This would also 

include showing the non-game tie-breaking criteria used 

to resolve ties when a playoff game wasn't used.  In addi-

tion, he has been compiling first/second half standings 

for those leagues with split seasons.  He could use help 

from others with pre-1981 guide books.  He can be con-

tacted at pariv@hotmail.ca. 

Bob Kistler has compiled Game Logs for the Interna-

tional League from 1923-68 and the American Associa-

tion from 1923-1943. His goal is to compile Game Logs 

for the "Big Five" Minor Leagues (International, Ameri-

can Assoc., Pacific Coast, Southern and Texas)  

for as many seasons as possible. A secondary goal is to fill 

in pitching statistics such as Games Started, Games Fin-

ished and Saves for years in which they are missing.  

These logs include Date of game, Day/Night, Score, In-

nings Played, Team Record, Pitchers Of Record, Retroac-

tive Saves, Games Started (for earlier seasons), Games 

Finished, and Attendance and Time Of Game (when 

available).  His email address is bkistler60@verizon.net 

Sam Zygner is working on an expansion of his earlier 

book, The Forgotten Marlins: A Tribute To The 1956-

1960 Original Miami Marlins, which will cover the histo-

ry of Miami baseball.  He’s looking for any information 

such as media guides, or stats from baseball guides from 

1940-42 (Florida East Coast League), 1946-1954 (Florida 

International League), and any programs or personal bio 

information from Miami teams between 1962 and 1991.  

He can be contacted at sfsabr@hotmail.com. 

Cliff Blau is engaged in the SABR Register project.  The 

SABR Register is to be, if ever implemented, an on-line 

database/encyclopedia containing statistics and bio-

graphical information on every player ever to play profes-

sional baseball.  Currently he is mainly identifying play-

ers for whom we have no first names.  He also assists 

Reed Howard in submitting statistics for early 20th 

century minor leagues.  Cliff can be reached at 

brak2.0@dslextreme.com 

Ryan Brecker is compiling uniform numbers for the 

Rochester Red Wings throughout their history.  The pro-

ject grew out of trying to determine Stan Musial’s number 

when he was with the Red Wings.  That is still unknown.  

Ryan’s email is rbrecker@gmail.com 

Alan Cohen is continuing his research on ballplayers 

who hit home runs in the minor league and major leagues 

at the same ballparks.  The study takes us to the current 

day and includes 29 ballparks and 208 players. 

Bill Makin has been working on minor leagues in the 

industrial heartland between 1920 and 1950, but his re-

search focused on the Middle Atlantic League. As a book 

it will be published by McFarland this fall sometime. The 

Mid-Atlantic and its member cities reached their peak of 

stability, population, and prosperity in the Depression 

years.  As an Ohio-centered league of Akron, Canton, 

Dayton, Portsmouth, Springfield and Zanesville, it be-

came the strongest league below AA. 

Jeff Bozovsky has been researching and working on a 

book on the 1897 Red River Valley League. This league 

included teams from Fargo and Grand Forks, North Da-

kota, Moorhead, Minnesota, and a two-city team from 

Wahpeton (ND) and Breckenridge (MN). More infor-

m a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t :  h t t p : / /

historicbaseballfargo.blogspot.com/  

Mark Aubrey has been researching the 1900-1905 

Northern New York League, sometimes called the North-

ern League.  This was an outlaw league, but several major 

leaguers played in the league at various times, usually 

under pseudonyms.  Mark can be reached at 

mark.aubrey@gmail.com 

 

MINOR LEAGUE RESEARCH JOURNAL 

Members can now download the Minor League Research 

Journal, Volume 1, in PDF format.  Thanks to Ed 

Washuta for providing a PDF copy to SABR.  It is hoped 

that the remaining volumes can be digitized and made 

available.  You can download Volume 1 here. 
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MINERS LAST STAND 

by Jack Smiles 

O 
n August 4, 1953, the day after his 24th birth-

day, Scranton Miners’ pitcher Dick Welteroth 

hit a home run in Elmira, one of two he hit in a 

10-year career in the minor and major leagues. 

“We went out for a steak dinner that night,” Welteroth, 

now 87 and living in Williamsport, PA where was born 

and raised, recalled in a phone conversation. 

Even though Welteroth lost the game 5-2, the home run 

was worth celebrating, because not much else about the 

Miners’ 1953 season was. The Miners finished last in the 

Eastern League, 53 games out of first place, with a 51-100 

record. They drew 62,256 fans for 75 home dates, lost 

$12,000 and brought an end to professional baseball in 

Scranton after a 67-year history dating back to 1886. 

The end for Scranton Miners baseball came 62 years ago 

at Artillery Field in Wilkes-Barre in the second game of a 

day-night double header on September 7, 1953. At least 

the Miners went out winners. 

They won the first game in Scranton in the afternoon, 4-

0, and the second in Wilkes-Barre that night 10-4. At-

tendance was 835 in Scranton and 1,076 in Wilkes-Barre. 

Michael Sichko, an outfielder batting third for the Min-

ers, was 4-for-5 in the last game. 

Sichko, who was born in Pennsylvania, is 91. He lives in 

assisted living housing in Minnesota, where he played for 

the semi-pro Albert Lea Packers and met a wife after 

leaving Scranton. He doesn’t recall that final game in 

Scranton. His best memory of Scranton is about the fe-

male telephone operators. In those days every phone call 

went through a telephone operator. Sichko and some of 

the other players lived in rooms above the office where 

the operators worked. The girls let the players make free 

phone calls. 

“I talked to my mother in Uniontown. When I told her 

how I made the call she gave me the Dickens in Slavish. 

“‘I don’t care, don’t call me anymore.’ To her that was like 

stealing.” 

Sichko said the Miners manager Morrie Aderholt, who 

played in the major leagues during World War II, was a 

players’ manager. “He was all right. He made my brother 

Bill the batboy and he got to travel with us.” Bill later 

played football at Pitt with Mike Ditka. 

Welteroth liked Aderholt as well. “Aderholt corrected ball 

players right away when we did wrong, but quietly, not in 

front of anybody.” 

Welteroth came to Scranton from the Washington Sena-

tors, who had a working agreement with the Miners in 

1953. Welteroth pitched for the Senators in 1948-1950,  

when they averaged 96 losses a season. 

He was only 24 with Scranton in 1953, having been 

signed by the Senators in 1946 when he was 17 and a sen-

ior at St. Mary’s high school in Williamsport. 

St. Mary’s didn’t have a baseball team and Welteroth 

pitched in the high-caliber amateur West Branch League. 

His big break came when he pitched three scoreless in-

nings against the Philadelphia Athletics in an exhibition 

game in Williamsport arranged by family friend Tommy 

Richardson, the president of the Eastern League. 

It was Richardson who saved the Eastern League fran-

chises in Scranton and Wilkes-Barre in 1953, after both 

lost their Major League affiliations following the 1951 sea-

son. Having lost $35,000 in the 1951 season, the Cleve-

land Indians moved their Wilkes-Barre franchise to 

Reading leaving Wilkes-Barre without a team in 1952 for 

the first time since World War I. 

Meanwhile the Red Sox abandoned Scranton for Albany. 

Enter Lou Baselice, a New York businessman, who 

bought the Scranton franchise from the Red Sox and 

signed a deal with the St. Louis Browns. 

The 1952 team finished below .500 and without natural 

rival Wilkes-Barre drew only 64,221 down from a high of 

165,215 in 1948. As an absentee owner Baselice and the 

Browns took a lot of heat from the Scranton press. When 

Baselice visited Scranton for a day in July he decimated 

the local connection in the front office, demoting GM 

Frank Silva to public relations and ordering Emil Gall to 

the front office of a North Carolina team Baselice owned. 

Gall resigned. 

Writing in the Scranton Times Chick Feldmen speculated 

Baselice punished Silva and Gall for “unfavorable refer-

ences to the Browns.” 

Baselice said, “The Browns are doing the best they can to 

help us. They have acted in good faith.” 

Baselice, who invested $112,500 in the Scranton fran-

chise, declined to operate the team in ‘52 because of 

“uncalled for attacks on my character in the Scranton 

press” and the Browns moved the team to Wichita. 



 

Beating the Bushes  Page 18  Fall 2015 

 

Baselice offered the franchise, including park rental for 

one year and equipment, to any Scranton syndicate for 

$7,500.  

Richardson didn’t want the EL to operate with only six 

teams for first time since 1923. He believed the EL need-

ed Scranton and Wilkes-Barre and the cities needed each 

other. An opening for Wilkes-Barre popped up when the 

Boston Braves, who were moving to Milwaukee, pulled 

out of Hartford, Connecticut. Richardson and Harry Ru-

dolph organized the “10,000 Booster Club” in Wilkes-

Barre in which a fan paying $1 got a membership card to 

admit him to any regular season game except opening 

day. Fans bought 11,000 the first night. With that money 

and help from local businesses Rudolph bought the Hart-

ford franchise. The Stegmaier brewery paid a year’s rent 

for the ballpark and for a new electric scoreboard. Paint 

and hardware stores volunteered paint and brushes. A 

grandstand screen, batting cages and office equipment 

were donated. 

Richardson then went to Scranton with 25,000 booster 

tickets printed at his own expense and spoke to 300 

boosters. He explained the same program as he had in 

Wilkes-Barre and before he left the podium he had sold 

10,000.  

So Wilkes-Barre and Scranton had teams for 1953, but no 

players. Richardson helped Scranton make an agreement 

with the Senators, but Wilkes-Barre could not lure a ma-

jor league team and was the only city in the league to op-

erate independently, though Detroit, the White Sox and 

the Birmingham Barons and offered limited support. 

The Barons had an easier time attracting players than 

Scranton despite the Miners agreement with Washington. 

The Miners ran an ad in the Sporting news seeking play-

ers. 

The season opened April 21 with Wilkes-Barre beating 

Scranton 9-7 in 10 innings after the players were paraded 

from the Hotel Casey to Scranton/Dunmore Stadium led 

by the Tech and Central high school bands. Scranton 

mayor James Hanlon and Dunmore Burgess Martin Mo-

nahan threw out the first balls. The next day the teams 

played at Wilkes-Barre. Welteroth got his first start, los-

ing 5-1. Attendance was 2,010 in Scranton, but a league-

high for home-openers of 5,556 in Wilkes-Barre. 

After that loss in Wilkes-Barre Welteroth pitched well. 

On May 23 he beat Williamsport 3-2 in the second game 

of a double header after the local fans honored their 

hometown hero with gifts and cash at a ceremony be-

tween games. On July 7 Miners were 35-49 and in 6th 

place ahead of Wilkes-Barre and Williamsport when Wel-

teroth became the Miners first 10-game winner beating 

Elmira 6-3.  

 

The rest of the season was an epic slump for both Welter-

oth and the Miners. Welteroth won only one more game 

after July 7 then lost 11 consecutive times going for his 12 

win and finished 11-20, still the second winningest pitch-

er on the team to local star Ben Cardoni from nearby 

Jessup who was 15-9. Though Welteroth was hit hard at 

times he also lost games 5-4, 3-2, 2-1 on a two-out, two-

run triple in the bottom of the ninth, and 1-0 in 13 in-

nings. 

In August, rainouts forced the Miners to play four double 

headers in four days, six in eight days and 12 in the 

month. They were swept in eight of the double headers 

and were 6-28 for the month. 

One of their six wins was a 23-4 battering of the Barons 

in the second game of a double header, the worst defeat 

in Barons’ history.  Sichko was 3-5 with five runs scored. 

As the losses mounted, Mayor Hanlon proclaimed August 

13-19 Community Baseball Week, but attendance plum-

meted. On August 17, after a Sunday a double header 

drew 600, Scranton sportswriter Jimmy Calpin wrote 

prophetically that minor league baseball was “doomed in 

Scranton.” 

Though the Miners 1953 attendance of 62,221 was com-

parable to the 62,256 in 1952 and sixth in the league, the 

number was deceiving as 8,222 — 13 percent of season 

1953 Scranton Miners at Spring Training. Courte-

sy of the Scranton Times-Tribune 
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total and the largest crowd in the league in 1953 — at-

tended on “Car Day” on August 18, when the team gave 

away a new 1953 Ford Sedan, men’s and women’s suits, 

dinner for five at the Castle Restaurant, a watch donated 

by Conway and Gallagher and two tons of coal.  The offi-

cial end came on October 14 when the Scranton franchise 

was moved to Allentown.  

Despite the losing, Welteroth liked playing for Scranton 

and lived there with his wife and childhood sweetheart 

Joanne. “We lived south of the ballpark in a row of hous-

es. Our favorite restaurant was Italian. I don’t remember 

the name, but it was half-mile across river.” 

He doesn’t remember what he was paid in Scranton ex-

cept to say, “it wasn’t enough” and that it was considera-

bly less than the $5,000 he made with the Senators. 

The Miners last season was also Welteroth’s last season. 

He went back to Williamsport and ran his father’s sheet 

medal roofing business. He had three sons and a daugh-

ter, all successful. One son, Tom, was tom killed in a mo-

torcycle accident.  

Welteroth believes that players 60 years ago were closer 

than today and had more fun. “In those days ball clubs 

were family. I loved playing against Wilkes-Barre. It was 

a good rivalry. It was fun. If you don’t have fun, you 

might as well get out.” 

The Barons hung on for one more full season as a Detroit 

Tiger affiliate and won the EL regular season in 1954. But 

winning didn’t translate into ticket sales. In 1955 the 

team needed to average 1,200 a game to break even. They 

were averaging 753 in June and the league threatened to 

move the team to Johnstown if fans didn’t respond to a 17

-game homestand. They didn’t and the league made good 

on its threat, moving the team to Johnstown on July 1. 

Johnstown drew 9,000 for the home opener and more in 

15 games than the Barons had in 32 games. 

That was the end of minor league baseball in the Scran-

ton-Wilkes-Barre area until 1989 when the Phillies 

moved their AAA franchise, known as the Scranton/

Wilkes-Barre Red Barons, into the brand new Lacka-

wanna County Stadium. The nickname was a homage to 

the Scranton Red Sox, which had been the team’s nick-

name from 1939 to 1951, and the Wilkes-Barre Barons. 

Chairman: 
Joe Wancho: jw2462@sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Chuck McGill: cmcgill.vt@gmail.com 
 
Online Discussion Group 
 
The committee’s discussion group is on Yahoo Groups. If 
you are a committee member and want to join, send an  
e-mail to: SABRminorleagues-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
The discussion site is at: groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/
SABRminorleagues/ 

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 

Are you interested in minor league research but not sure 
what to do?  
 
The SABR Baseball Biography Project is a collection 
of biographies written by SABR members. While concen-
trating on major league players, studies of career minor 
leaguers are encouraged as well. If there is a player you’d 
like to write about, consult the biographies posted on the 
BioProject Committee’s website (bioproj.sabr.org) and 
see if one has already been written. If not, contact Mark 
Armour (markarmour04@gmail.com) to join the com-
mittee.  
 
But the BioProject isn’t just limited to writing stories 
about players.  You could also write an article about a 
ballpark, minor league umpire, manager, or owner, or 
other participant.   
 
Or, you could write a game story about an interesting or 
unusual minor league game.  Game stories are less in-
volved than biographies, and are a good way of “getting 
your feet wet”. 
 
There’s no shortage of topics that could be explored.  The 
minors have such a long, rich history.  There is so much 
more of it that needs to be told. 

The makeup men of some of the Portland papers should 

be careful. Several times recently the statement that 

Manager McCredie expected to win the pennant in the 

Coast League appeared on the sport page instead of in 

the comic section. 

Oakland Tribune April 10, 1907 
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TYRUS COBB: HIS YEAR WITH THE AUGUST 

TOURISTS 
By Norm Coleman 

I 
n 1904, the Augusta Tourists became a charter 

member of the South Atlantic League.                                                                                                                                   

Ty Cobb was 17 when he asked his father for his 

blessings so he could play professional baseball with the 

Augusta Tourist in the newly formed South Atlantic 

League, better known as the Sally League. 

Ty’s father, William Herschel Cobb, was very reluctant, 

not wanting his only son to play a silly game of baseball. 

He vehemently told him that men who played baseball 

were “gamblers, liars, drunkards, womanizers and uned-

ucated louts”. 

He wanted his son to be a lawyer or doctor, an engineer 

or military man or even a politician like he was. 

Ty protested, telling his daddy how much he loved play-

ing baseball, how good he was, and promised to make his 

father be proud of him. 

Mr. Cobb, realizing how head strong his boy was, told 

him to go ahead and play baseball, to get it out of his sys-

tem, but demanded, “do not come home a failure”.  He 

advised him to be the best at whatever he did but if he 

played baseball, “you be the best that ever played the 

game” he told Ty. 

Young Ty vowed he would. His daddy gave him $30 to 

travel to Augusta, warning him not to drink, womanize 

and to read his bible.  

Tyrus Raymond (The Georgia Peach) Cobb was a nine-

teen-year-old boy, tall, slender, muscular and full of him-

self when he reported to the Augusta Tourists in 1904. He 

had grown to his full playing height and weight, 6’1”, 190 

pounds.      

He returned to the Tourists the following year and told 

anyone who would listen that his daddy, whom he dearly 

loved and had a close relationship with, would come out 

to watch him play on opening day, positive he would play 

that day. He did not play that day; his father never at-

tended and never saw Ty play. 1 

Cobb was the Pete Rose of his day, racing to his position 

in the outfield, running at top speed to the dugout, run-

ning, not walking, to first on a walk. He foolishly attempt-

ed to extend singles to doubles and doubles to triples, 

sometimes succeeding, mostly failing much to the con-

cern of his manger. 

Cobb refused to slow down to the dismay of his manager 

and coaches. He bragged about his being a natural born 

showoff. He often talked about when he was a youngster, 

he always had to be the best at playing children’s games:  

he bragged that he threw stones further, shouted louder, 

climbed trees higher and ran faster.   

“I had to be first and be the best at everything I did”, he 

maintained as his teammates and coaches laughed at 

him.                                                 

This did not endear him to his young friends, nor did that 

attitude allow him to make many friends when he grew 

older. But, it was that inner drive, his demand to be the 

best, that enabled him to become the great player he 

eventually became.                                

He was always intent on showing off the potential great-

ness that he believed was in his mind, his heart, body and 

soul. And damn the enemies this caused him to make. 

Although he never said, “I am going to be the greatest 

player ever”, be strongly believed he would, knowing how 

proud this would make his father be. 
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Early on, Ty displayed his willful disobedience to authori-

ty; to play the game his way. Later as he matured. he 

claimed and stated as a matter of fact, he out worked and 

out practiced everyone.                                                            

Cobb said, “I had confidence, determination, persever-

ance and a strong work ethic that drove me to success”. 

Cobb, in his own unique but immature way, was attempt-

ing to say, look at me, you have never seen anything like 

me, and never will! 

Though all of Cobb’s shenanigans were annoying Augusta 

management, they saw in him a great baseball player in 

the making and did not cut him after his poor 1904 sea-

son.  He was brought back to Augusta in 1905 and after a 

slow start, he met the coach that would change his life. 

It was around this time, young Ty started a postal card 

writing spree to Grantland Rice, a sports columnist for 

the Atlanta Journal, saying that a star player was playing 

in Augusta for the Tourists. 

Cobb mailed over a hundred cards to Rice, all exclaiming 

the fans love for the outstanding young star. Some cards 

were in pencil, some in ink, all signed with a false name 

like Brown, Smith, Jones, etc. and all mailed from differ-

ent towns, when Ty was on the road. 

Cobb and Rice became great friends later and Rice re-

called receiving the cards from Ty. He placed an item in 

one of his columns saying, “a young star in Augusta 

named Ty Cobb is tearing up the Sally League and is on 

his way to Detroit.” 2 

Ty had a lot to learn about playing baseball, learning the 

finer points of the game and growing up.  At this time 

George Leidy,3 a clever, crafty and intelligent baseball 

man came into Ty’s life. 

Although George never played in the Majors and had lit-

tle experience playing the game, he was on the roster as 

an outfielder and coach for the Tourists.  His vast 

knowledge of baseball and his easy approach talking with 

the volatile and impatient Cobb enabled the two men, 

vastly different in age and personality, to become friends. 

George was elevated from coach to manager of the Tour-

ists in mid-July. 

One afternoon playing left field, Ty messed up and 

missed a fly ball that was just a bit over his head, because, 

as he said, “I was concentrating on breaking the shells off 

some peanuts I was eating. I lost my focus and the ball 

fell for a double. We lost that game due to my lack of pay-

ing attention”.                                                                                              

Coach George spoke softly to Ty like a father or minister 

might have. He told Ty to stop fooling around. 

In morning practices, he taught the boy about the hit and 

run, hitting to the opposite field and the art of bunting. 

He threw practice balls at Ty for hours while he practiced 

bunting, drag bunts, faking bunts to third then slapping 

the ball past an incoming third baseman.   

They practiced sliding and George taught Ty the funda-

mentals of the fade-a-way slide that Cobb mastered, slid-

ing around the base giving a fielder only the tip of Ty’s 

shoe to tag.                               

George placed a sweater about half-way down the third 

and first baseline and had Ty practice over and over again 

bunting the ball on to the sweater, claiming if he could do 

that successfully, he would beat the throw to first four out 

of five times.  They spent hours practicing this until Ty 

became expert at hitting the sweater. 

If he noticed the fielders coming in expecting the bunt, he 

would have Ty pop the ball over their heads or drive the 

ball past them for a single or double.  

George never attempted to change Ty’s hands-apart way 

of holding his bat even though most players chocked up. 

George believed Ty’s magical way of moving his hands up 

or down the bat depending on the pitch thrown would 

bring him great results in the future. 

One warm, starlit evening, sitting in a park near Warren 

Park, the home of the Tourists. Leidy painted a picture 

for Ty that would change his life.  

Coach told young Ty, “if you work as hard as you could, 

practice the fundamentals of the game, stop fooling 

around, you could play baseball in the big cities up north, 

cities like New York, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 

Philadelphia, St. Louis and Washington and make a for-

tune”. 

“Every boy in the country would look up to you. The me-

dia would write stories about you, you would dress well, 

woman will flock to be near you, you would stay in the 

finest hotels and eat the very best food served by chefs 

who will want to meet you, and get your autograph”. 

“Your name would be known by every baseball fan in the 

country and you will be remembered forever. Companies 

would pay you to endorse their products”, George added.  



 

Beating the Bushes  Page 22  Fall 2015 

 

Cobb’s eyes lit up as he visualized himself living the life 

that George implanted in his mind. He vowed,  “That’s 

what I want”. 

“Then let’s get to work and remember, “it’s practice and 

repetition” George stressed. “There is no such thing as a 

natural born singer, pianist, dancer or ballplayer. They 

practice, practice, practice,” Leidy impressed Ty, and the 

work began the very next day. 

Cobb said, “He let me do what I wanted to do during the 

game because he was confident I would do the correct 

thing. I did, and three months later, I was on my way to 

fame and fortune. I never forgot old George.” 

Ty won the league batting title with a .326 average, col-

lecting 134 hits, and stole 40 bases in 103 games.  Cobb’s 

contract was sold to the Detroit Tigers for $750.00 in mid 

August.                                                                                                                              

He made his debut for the Tigers August 30th against the 

New York Highlanders at the Polo Grounds in New York. 

His first hit was a double, and he appeared in 41 games 

with the Tigers that year, going 36 for 150 for a .240 aver-

age.  It was the only time Cobb failed to hit .300 or more.  

Years later, Cobb would say of Leidy, “Every young man 

who wants to play baseball should be as fortunate as I 

was to have a mentor, a coach, a wise and patient man 

who took a young irresponsible boy, who thought  he 

knew it all, and turned him into a man”. 

Future writers would say enormously successful athletes 

like Cobb, Babe Ruth, Muhammad Ali, Joe Montana, 

Wayne Gretsky, Tom Brady and Michael Jordan all had 

the soul of a champion. 

NOTES 

1. On August 8, 1905, Cobb’s mother shot his forty-two 

year old father to death, thinking he was a prowler. She 

claimed it was an accident but was put on trail for mur-

der. On March 31, 1906, she was found not guilty. 

2. The Tumult and The Shouting By Grantland Rice 

3. Ty Cobb By Charles S. Alexander  

     Ty Cobb “Safe at Home” By Don Rhodes 

Charlotte News May 15, 1910 
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MINOR LEAGUE INDIVIDUAL LEAGUE 

LEADERS….OVER A LENGTHY PERIOD 

By John Benesch 

 

While participants in all professional sports may choose 

to stay active over long stretches of time, few can sustain 

top performance over an extended period. While perusing 

the seasonal statistics of Baseball’s Minor Leagues, it be-

came evident that some names recurred over several dec-

ades at the top of some statistical category. The initial list 

of individuals having led a league in a field more than a 

dozen years apart was rather modest. Over the last 20 

years of searching, considerable expansion has taken 

place. I’ve taken the liberty to include off-shore leagues in 

the listing since many U.S. Minor leaguers have chosen to 

play in Mexico, the Far East and Europe. Also included 

are Canadian Leagues and the U.S. Independent Leagues 

of recent years. 

The list is limited to batting category leaders and bat-

ters who also achieved league-leading figures while per-

forming as pitchers.  

The longest span between ‘first’ and ‘last’ achievement of 

a league’s top figure was 24 years [Dan Brouthers {1880 

& 1904} and Jim Poole {1919 & 1943}] [Omitted is Joe 

Hauser who led the Wisconsin State League in being hit 

by a pitch [a secondary batting designation] 24 years af-

ter leading the Eastern League in Home Runs in 1919.] 

until Rickey Henderson stretched the ‘Span’ to 28 years 

[California League leading SB’s in 1977 and Atlantic 

League BB leader in 2005. Nap Lajoie won batting titles 

21 years apart, the longest stretch from ‘first’ to ‘last’ in 

this significant category. The last player to exceed a ‘span’ 

of 20 years is former AL Batting champion Julio Franco, 

who topped the Mexican League in several categories, 

including a .437 BA, in 2001. 

Oversights were possible in developing the list. Therefore, 

input from the readers is sought to assist in expanding 

the entries. 

BATTING: LEAGUE LEADERS - > 12 YEARS APART  

 

 FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.    SPAN 

TEO ACOSTA 1958 ALA/FLA  AB-H-SB 1974 MEX R-H-BA  16 

WILLIE AIKENS 1975 MWL RBI 1989 MEX R-TB-RBI-BA -SLG-BB 14 

IZZY ALCANTARA                          1991 DOM SUM HR 2004 MEX HR 13 

CHARLES ALENO 1937 FSL SLG 1952 FSL HR, RBI 15 

DALE ALEXANDER 1925 SAA 2B 1940 GA/FLA HR-SLG 15 

MATTY ALOU                                1960 PCL AB 1975 JAP PAC 2B 15 

JORGE ALVAREZ                            1989 NWL 3B 2002 CENTRAL AB-HR-RBI 13 

BOBBY AVILA 1944 MEX R-3B 1960 MEX R-BB 16 

STEVE BALBONI 1979 FSL AB-EBH-HR-RBI-SO 1993 AA HR 14 

NELSON BARRERA 1975 MEX CENT RBI 1998 MEX RBI 23 

LARRY BARTON                            1932 WA SO 1949 WIL RBI 17 

AL BASHANG 1913 SO MI BB 1926 M/OL SB 13 

  MICH R-SB 13 

RANDY BASS 1972 FL E COAST R-HR-RBI 1986 JAP CENT H-HR-BA-SLG 14 

FRED BECK 1906 III EXBASES 1921 WL HR 15 

BEALS BECKER 1907 WA BA 1922 AA TB 15 

JAKE BECKLEY 1886 WL H 1907 AA BA 21 



 

Beating the Bushes  Page 24  Fall 2015 

  

 FIRST LED:   LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.    SPAN 

CARLOS BERNIER 1949 COL R-SB 1963 PCL BB 14 

WAYNE BLACKBURN            1936 KITTY R 1953 WSL BB 17 

TONY BLANCO                2000 GCL HR 2013 JAP CL RBI-BA 13 

ZEKE BONURA                1933 TL R-TB-HR-RBI-SLG-BB 1948 COL HR 15 

IKE BOONE 1920 GA ST H-TB-HR-BA-SLG 1934 IL BA 14 

BUNNY BRIEF 1910 MICH  ST 3B 1926 AA HR 16 

DARYL BRINKLEY 1993 MEX SB 2009 GOLDEN RBI 16 

DAN BROUTHERS              1880 INT A 2B-3B-HR 1904 HUDSON RIV H-BA 24 

JOE BROVIA 1940 A/TEX BA 1953 PCL BB 13 

CLIFF BRUMBAUGH 1995 NYP H-BA 2010 GOLDEN HR 15 

HOBART BRUMMITT 1923 APPY AB 1937 APPY BA 14 

DON BUFORD                 1959 W CAN 3B-SB 1975  JAP PAC AB 16 

RUSS BURNS                 1940 WL TB-EBH-2B-3B-HR-SLG 1953 TL RBI 13 

SNAKE CALBERT 1911 KITTY HR 1926 MICH EBH-3B-SLG 15 

MATIAS CARRILLO            1984 MEX SB 1999 MEX H 15 

ANGEL CASTRO 1938 MEX H-TB-3B-HR-RBI-SLG+ 1954 MEX SLG 16 

BEN CATCHINGS              1934 WA BB 1947 ALA ST. R-SB 13 

TONY CHANCE 1987 CAR H-TB 2000 MEX SO 13 

RIP COLLINS 1928 III TB-HR-RBI-BA-SLG 1944 EL EBH-2B-BA 16 

PETE COMPTON 1911 SOMI 3B 1928 ARIZSL 3B 17 

BILL CONGALTON 1898 CAN & IL 3B 1913 WL H-2B 15 

BUD CONNALLY 1924 M/OL 3B-EBH 1938 SEL BB 14 

TOM CONNAUGHTON            1892 NEL 2B 1909 NEL 2B 17 

MERV CONNORS 1935 WDIXIE EBH-HR 1952 WT/NM HR 17 

DICK COOLEY                1893 WA AB 1906 WA 3B-BA 13 

SAM CRAWFORD 1899 CAN LG EBH-2B-3B 1920 PCL 3B 21 

MANUEL CUETO 1916 VL H-BA-SB 1930 SEL BB 14 

NICK CULLOP 1925 SA EBH-HR-SO 1939 TL TB-HR-RBI 14 

MIDRE CUMMINGS             1991 MWL BA 2004 IL BB 13 

RAY DANDRIDGE 1934 NEGRO NL BA 1955 MANDAK H 21 

VIC DAVALILLO              1962 IL H-TB-3B-BA-SB 1980 MEX H 18 

WILBUR DAVIS 1916 GA/ALA HR-SLG 1935 ARK SL AB-RBI 19 

WILLIE DAVIS               1959 CAL R-H-2B-3B-BA-SLG+ 1978 JAP PAC AB 19 

JIM DELAHANTY 1902 SL 3B-SLG 1915 COLONIAL BA-SLG 13 

LUIS De Los SANTOS         1988 AA H-RBI 2003 ITALY HR-RBI 15 

STEVE DEMETER 1954 CAR H-EBH-2B 1967 IL 2B 13 

ART DEVLIN 1903 EL SB 1918 VL BB 15 

BOB DILLINGER 1939 WL R-SB 1953 PCL H-BA 14 

VINCE DIMAGGIO             1932 A/TL TB-EBH-HR-SLG-SO 1948 CAL HR 16 
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 FIRST LED:   LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.               SPAN 

 

FRED DORMAN                1923 PIEDM R 1941 ISL BB 18 

CHARLES ELLIS              1911 BL GRASS HR 1924 BL GRASS 2B 13 

BUCK FAUSETT 1933 TL AB-H 1947 WT/NM 3B 14 

GEORGE FERRELL 1926 CSL 2B-HR-SLG 1942 BIST RBI 17 

LES FLEMING 1938 TL 2B 1954 TL BA-BB                    16 

LEW FLICK                  1938 APPL AB-H-TB 1951 MTNSL AB                                13 

LEW FORD                   2000 SAL R 2014 ATLANTIC H-2B                              14 

POP FOSTER                 1896 CONN R-SB 1914 TRI ST. BA-SLG 18 

JULIO FRANCO               1979 NWL H-HR 2001 MEX H-TB-BA-SLG 22 

BUCK FREEMAN 1894 NEL H-TB-EBH-HR-BA-SLG 1908 AA HR 14 

TY GAINEY                  1982 FSL BA 1997 MEX TB-HR-RBI 15 

CHICO GARCIA 1949 A/TL R-H-3B-BA 1963 MEX R-TB-EBH-2B-BA 14 

KARIM GARCIA 1994 FSL EBH-HR 2009 KOREA SO 15 

CECIL GARRIOTT 1937 SAL SB 1952 WIL HR-BB 15 

SID GAUTREAUX              1935 EVANG EBH-RBI 1949 EVANG BA 14 

JAKE GETTMAN 1897 TL R-SB 1914 NSL BA 17 

OLLIE GFROERER 1897 SEL 3B-SB 1912 BLUE GR BB 15 

ANDY GILBERT 1939 CSL R 1952 WA BA 13 

JOHN GILL 1929 EL R-H-EBH-2B 1947 KITTY SLG 18 

WILBUR GOOD 1908 O/PA BA 1925 SA AB-H-TB-BA 17 

IVAL GOODMAN 1932 WA TB-3B-HR-RBI-SLG 1945 PIED BB 13 

JOE GORDON 1937 IL AB 1951 PCL HR-RBI 14 

GOOSE GOSLIN 1921 SAA R-H-TB-RBI-BA-SLG 1939 ISL BB 18 

ROD GRABER 1949 WSL BB 1962 PCL 3B 13 

OSCAR GRIMES 1936 MAL R 1950 SAL BB 14 

JIM GRUZDIS                1935 MAL R 1948 NCSL BA 13 

DICK GYSELMAN 1932 A/TL R-H-3B-BA 1949 LONGH BA 17 

BERT HAAS 1936 NSL H-TB 1950 AA TB-2B-SLG 14 

JOCKO HALLIGAN 1888 CENT NY 3B 1902 EL 2B 16 

FRED HANEY 1921 WL SB 1935 AA SB 14 

BILLY HAMILTON 1887 EL TB-EBH 1909 NEL BA 22 

BILL HARTMAN 1895 MICH ST 3B 1910 CENT A AB 15 

EDGAR HARTNESS 1938 GA/FL HR 1954 GA/FL BA 16 

JOE HAUSER 1919 EL TB-3B-HR 1936 AA BB 17 

RICKY HENDERSON            1977 CAL SB 2005 GOLDEN BB 28 

FRED HENRY 1915 VIRG SO 1934 NO EAST AB-H 19 

PANCHO HERRERA             1954 NEGRO AL 3B-SLG 1969 MEX SEL HR-RBI-TB-SLG-BB 15 

MIKE HESSMAN               1997 SAL SO 2012 PCL HR 15 
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 FIRST LED:   LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.     SPAN 

GEORGE HINSHAW 1981 CAL H-TB-RBI 1994 TAIWAN/CP RBI-SLG 13 

SAM HORN 1984 CAR SLG 1997 TAIWAN/CP HR 13 

DUMMY HOY 1888 NWL 3B 1903 PCL R 15 

FRANK HUELSMAN 1900 CL HR 1915 RGVL 2B-HR 15 

PETE HUGHES 1939 PIO BA 1953 MANDAK HR-RBI-SLG 14 

GEORGE JACKSON 1910 TL SB 1924 ETL R 14 

TEX JEANES 1923 M/OL H-EBH-2B-RBI 1936 ETL BA 13 

DOUG JENNINGS 1986 CAL BB 2004 ATLANTIC SLG 18 

WOODY JENSEN 1928 UT/ID AB-SB 1941 IL 2B 13 

SAM JETHROE 1943 NEGRO AL 3B 1956 IL RUNS 13 

SMEAD JOLLEY 1925 TEX A H-TB 1941 WIL TB-RBI-BA 16 

ANDRUW JONES 1995 SAL R-SB 2014 JAP PAC BB-SO 18 

JIM JONES 1898 SL HR 1912 BL GRASS BA 14 

TOM JORDAN 1938 EVANG 2B 1955 LONGH H-TB-EBH-2B-RBI-BA 17 

LYLE JUDY 1935 WA SB 1950 FSL BB 15 

BUSTER KINARD 1937 FSL HR 1951 VIRG H-BA 14 

WILLIE KIRKLAND 1953 MTST EBH-3B-RBI 1969 JAP CENT SO 16 

LOU KLEIN 1940 FSL TB-SLG 1955 EVANG SLG 15 

AUSTIN KNICKERBOCKER 1940 NOL HR 1953 KITTY HR 13 

ED KNOBLAUCH 1939 ETL R 1955 TL 2B-BA 16 

CLARENCE KRAFT 1910 KITTY HR 1924 TL R-TB-EBH-HR-RBI-SLG+ 14 

CHET LAABS 1935 III HR-RBI-BA-SLG 1950 IL HR-SLG 15 

HI LADD 1892 NEL H 1911 CONN H 19 

EDDIE LAKE 1938 III R-BB 1951 PCL BB 13 

NAP LAJOIE 1896 NEL TB-EBH-3B-BA-SLG 1917 IL H-TB-2B-BA-SLG 21 

SAM LA ROQUE 1886 NEL H 1906 STL BA 20 

CHRIS LATHAM 1993 NWL 3B 2006 MEX BB-SO 13 

TOMMY LEACH 1898 NYS R-HR-SB 1918 SA R 20 

TERRY LEE 1983 MWL 2B 1997 NORTHERN R-BA 14 

JOHN [HANK] LEHMAN 1926 VIRG 3B 1940 CANAM BA 14 

TOM LETCHER 1891 WISC ST R-TB 1905 CL AB 14 

GENE LILLARD 1933 PCL HR 1950 CAL BA-SLG 17 

WINSTON LLENAS 1964 NWL H-2B 1977 MEX 2B 13 

ANDY LOTSHAW 1906 KITTY 3B-HR 1919 M/OL HR 13 

JOHN LUCADELLO 1937 NSL 2B-3B 1954 MOV BB-BA 17 

CHUCK MANUEL 1967 MWL R-TB-RBI-BA 1980 JAP PAC HR-RBI 13 

FRITZ MAISEL 1910 N0 ASSN. R-SB 1925 IL R 15 

JIM MARSHALL 1950 WT/NM 3B 1965 JAP CENT AB 15 

HERSHEL MARTIN 1935 III R-SB 1948 WT/NM 2B-BA-BB 13 



 

Beating the Bushes  Page 27  Fall 2015 

  

 FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG     SPAN 

RALPH MATTIS  1911 VIRG HR 1924 E SHORE  BA 13 

CLARENCE MC CRONE  1924 SAA HR-BB 1940 TAR HEEL BB 16 

DONZELL MC DONALD  1996 NYP 3B-SB 2010 MEX 3B 14 

HERMAN MC FARLAND  1897 WL TB-3B-SLG 1912 U.S. TB-HR-SLG 15 

BILL MC GHEE  1931 PALM 3B-BA 1948 ALA ST BA 17 

POLLY MC LARRY 1911 SWTEX 2B 1925 IL 2B 14 

FRED MERKLE  1907 SO MI HR 1923 IL TB-EBH-2B-RBI 16 

STEVE MESNER  1934 WA H 1952 PIO H-BA-BB 18 

RUSS MINCY  1939 VIRG R-2B 1952 W CAR 2B 13 

SOL MISHKIN  1929 NEL 3B 1944 PONY BB 15 

PETE MONAHAN 1925 MAL 3B 1939 WESTERN BB 14 

FELIPE MONTEMAYOR 1949 MEX 3B 1967 MEX SEL SLG 18 

JOHN MOORE  1928 IL 3B 1941 PCL BA-SLG 13 

ANDRES MORA  1971 MEX NOL 3B 1985 MEX HR 14 

CYRIL MORAN  1938 ARK/MO TB-2B-HR-BA 1951 WIL 2B 13 

DAN MOREJON  1955 CAR BA 1969 MEX 2B 14 

BOBBY MORGAN  1947 WIL 3B 1960 IL BB 13 

ED W. MORGAN  1935 III TB-EBH-3B 1948 CAR BA-SLG 13 

HAP MORSE  1910 W CAN BA-SB 1928 TL BB 18 

PAT MULLIN  1937  EVANG EBH-TB 1955 PIO BB 18 

PHIL NADEAU  1895 EL 3B 1912 WTSL AB-H 17 

LEO NAJO  1925 WA R-HRBB 1938 TEX VL HR 13 

GORDON NELL  1929 WA HR 1947 WT/NM 2B-RBI 18 

TED NORBERT  1930 BRL R-HR-SO 1945 PCL HR 15 

ABRAHAM NUNEZ  1996  NYP AB 2010 CAN-AM BB 14 

JEREMY OWENS 1999 MWL R-SO 2012 ATLANTIC SO 13 

DODE PASKERT 1907 SA HR, SB 1924 SA BB 17 

CARLOS PASCUAL 1949 LONGH H 1962 ALA/FLA H-RBI-BA 13 

VAL PASCUCCI 1999 NYP R 2012 IL SO 13 

CLIFF PEMBERTON 1941 NE ARK R-3B 1960 W CAN BA 19 

RAY PERRY  1940 PIO 2B 1957 CAL BB 17 

ROBERTO PETAGINE  1993 TL 2B-BA-BB 2009 KOREA BB 16 

JACK PIERCE  1971 CAR TB-EBH 1986 MEX HR 15 

JAKE PITLER  1915 SML SB 1928 NYP AB 13 

LUIS POLONIA  1984 MWL AB-H 1998 MEX 3B-BA 14 

JIM POOLE  1919 VL H 1943 APPL 2B 24 

MIKE POWERS 1928 CSL H-3B-BA 1941 CSL 2B-RBI 13 

DEL PRATT  1911 SA R-H-TB-EBH-BA-SLG 1927 TL HR-RBI-BA-SLG 16 

GEORGE PRESCOTT  1951 W CAN HR 1968 MEX RBI-BB 17 
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 FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG     SPAN 

TOM PYLE 1922 W TEX H-BA 1935 W DIXIE 2B-RBI-BA 13 

ALEX RAMIREZ  1996 EL H-3B 2009 JAP CL H-TB-BA 13 

EARL RAPP  1942 ISL BB-SB 1955 PCL R-RBI-BB 13 

TOMMY REYNOLDS  1963 MWL TB-RBI-BA-SLG 1977 PCL 2B 14 

KARL [TUFFY] RHODES 1993 AA R-TB-EBH-2B-SLG 2008 JAP PL RBI-BB-K 15 

HARRY RICE  1923 III HR-SLG 1938 FSL HR 15 

KEN RICHARDSON  1936 WA SB 1950 SUNSET BB 14 

LANCE RICHBOURG  1917 DIXIE H-BA 1933 SA EBH-2B-SB 16 

JOE RIGGERT 1910 KSST EBH-HR-BA-SLG 1925 WL AB-2B 15 

LEE RILEY  1929 WL 3B 1945 PONY HR-SLG-BB 16 

REUBEN RIVERA  1994 SAL HR-SLG 2009 MEX TB-HR-SLG 15 

DAVE ROBERTSON  1913 SA EBH-HR-SLG 1928 NYP BA 15 

OSCAR ROBLES  1996 FSL BB 2010 MEX  RUNS 14 

BOI RODRIGUEZ  1987 NYP TB-RBI 2001 MEX R-HR-RBI-BB-SLG 14 

HECTOR RODRIGUEZ  1943 MEX AB-R-SB 1964 MEX SEL 3B 21 

HENRY RODRIGUEZ 1987 GCL BA 2005 ATLANTIC BA 18 

TONY ROIG 1953 SA 3B 1967 JAP PAC AB 14 

CARVEL ROWELL  1939 EL SB 1953 FSL RBI 15 

BOB SCHMIDT 1939 NOL R-H-TB-HR-RBI-BA-SLG+ 1954 MOV RBI 15 

ANGEL SCULL 1961 PONY SB 1964 MEX 3B 13 

WALT SESSI 1938 MTST EBH-RBI 1952 GCL R-TB-HR-RBI-SLG-BB 14 

EARL SHEELY 1914 WTSL HR 1930 PCL H-RBI-BA 16 

LEO SHOALS  1937 PAST 2B 1955 APPL TB-HR-RBI-SLG-BB 18 

BILL SCHUMAKER 1909 E CAR BA 1923 BLUE GRASS  AB 14 

RUBEN SIERRA  1985 TL AB-3B 1999 ATLANTIC TB 14 

MEL SIMONS  1925 CSL 3B 1941 KITTY BA 16 

HARRY SIMPSON  1949 EL R-TB-EBH-HR-RBI-SLG+ 1964 MEX BB 15 

CARLISLE  'RED' SMITH 1910 CAR ASSN HR 1927 III BA 17 

EARL L. SMITH 1912 WIS/ILL SLG 1925 AA AB-EBH 13 

ELMER ‘MIKE’ SMITH  1890 WA R 1904 NYSL BA 14 

ELMER JOHN SMITH  1913 NOL HR 1932 CL 2B 19 

HARRY SMITH 1914 GA/AL HR 1932 PIEDM H 18 

LONNIE SMITH  1975 WCL R-H-SB 1988 IL BB 13 

TONY SMITH  1904 STL BB 1917 WL BB 13 

TONY SOLAITA 1968  CAR R-TB-HR-RBI-SLG-BB+ 1981 JAP PAC EBH-TB-HR-RBI 13 

JOE STANLEY 1901 VA/NC HR 1917 VIRG HR-SB 16 

STUFFY STEWART  1915 FLAG SB 1928 SA R-SB 13 

JOHN STOWE 1936 EVANG 3B 1951 GA/ALA 2B 15 

HARRY STROHM  1923 SWL AB 1940 EVANG 2B-BA 17 
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 FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

  YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.     SPAN 

DICK STUART 1952 PIO R-H-HR-RBI+ 1967 JAPAN CL SO 15 

GUS SUHR 1928 PCL 2B 1944 PCL 2B 16 

LARRY SUTTON 1992 NWL TB-HR-RBI-SLG 2005 KOREA TB-HR-RBI-SLG 13 

HARRY SWACINA 1906 III AB 1922 VIRG RBI 16 

BERNIE TATIS 1982 SAL SB 1998 TAIWAN/CP R-SB 16 

REGGIE TAYLOR 1997 FSL AB 2010 ATLANTIC HR 13 

HERB THOMAS  1924 FSL 2B 1940 FLA ECL 2B 16 

COAKER TRIPLETT  1935 GA/FLA SB 1948 IL BA 13 

JIM VATCHER  1988 CAR R-BB 2001 ITALIAN R-EBH-2B-RBI 13 

LOU VEZELICH  1935 WL RBI 1950 FWL BA 15 

CLARENCE WALKER  1913 AA SLG 1928 SAA HR-SLG 15 

BENNY WARREN 1932 NEB ST 3B 1951 SOO ST SLG 19 

ROY WEATHERLY 1935 SA SB 1955 MAN-DAK TB-HR-BA-SLG 20 

BILL ‘FARMER’ WEAVER 1888 TL R 1905 NWL AB 17 

BOOMER WELLS 1976 GULF ST. AB-H 1992 JAP PAC RBI 16 

PERRY WERDEN  1886 WL 2B-HR 1901 WL TB 15 

LEW WHISTLER  1888 TL&T/SL HR 1903 SA TB-EBH-HR-SLG 15 

JOJO WHITE  1928 GA/ALA R-HR-SO 1945 PCL R-H-TB-BA 17 

GEORGE WHITEMAN  1906 TL H-TB-BA-SLG 1921 TL 2B 15 

FRED WILLIAMS  1935 EDIXIE AB-H-3B 1954 ALA/FLA  SB 19 

DESI WILSON 1993 FSL H 2006 GOLDEN AB-H 13 

NEB WILSON  1942 NCSL 2B 1958 ALA/FLA R-TB-2B-HR-RBI-BA-SLG 16 

MATT WINTERS  1978 NYPL 3B 1993 JAP PAC BB 15 

JULIAN YAN 1986 NYP HR 2005 MEX SO 19 

EV YARYAN  1919 WL HR 1937 ALA/FLA HR 18 

RUDY YORK  1935 TL TB-HR-RBI-SLG 1951 MAL HR-SLG 16 

ELMER YOTER  1922 VL R-3B-HR 1938 CSL BB 16 

 

 BATTING [B] AND PITCHING [P] LEADERS > 12 YEARS APART 

  FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.     SPAN 

BUZZ ARLETT  1919 PCL P: GAMES 1934 AA B: HR-SLG. 15 

JESSE BURKETT 1889 ATL P: WINS 1909 NEL B: BA 20 

JOHN COONEY  1921 EL P: W/L % [19-3] 1935 AA B: H-BA 14 

VIC DAVALILLO  1959 FSL P: G-ERA 1980 MEX B: H 21 

WILBUR DAVIS 1921 SAL P: SO 1935 ARK ST B: AB-H-RBI 14 

WES FERRELL  1928 III P: WINS 1948 WCL B: BA 20 

EMIL FRISK  1898 CAN P: WINS-W/L% 1911 NWL B: 3B 13 

 INT'L  P: SO 
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  FIRST LED:  LAST LED: 

 YEAR LEAGUE CATEG. YEAR LEAGUE CATEG.     SPAN 

GRANNY HAMNER  1947 EL B: AB 1962 EL P: E.R.A. 15 

LA RUE KIRBY  1910 MICH ST P: SO 1925 III B: SLG. 15 

CLARENCE KRAFT  1910 KITTY P: W/L% [13-2] 1924 TL B: R-TB-EBH-HR-RBI 14 

MAX MACON  1935 III P: WINS 1951 MTST B: R-EBH-2B-RBI 16 

HANK OANA  1929 ARIZ SL B: H-TB-3B-SLG+ 1946 TL P: IP-WINS 17 

ALONZO PERRY 1948 Negro NAL P: W/L% [10-2] 1962 MEX B: RBI 14 

REB RUSSELL 1912 TEX/OK P: SO 1927 AA B: BA 15 

POP WEIKART 1889 TL P: WINS 1907 TL B: HR 18 

AB WRIGHT  1929 WA P: W/L% [14-4] 1942 AA B: SO 13 

HONORABLE MENTION: 

 * THE FIRST PLAYER TO REACH A 13-YEAR SPAN BETWEEN LEADERSHIP YEARS WAS DAN BROUTHERS IN 1897. AFTER A 
 ‘HALL-F-FAME’ MAJOR LEAGUE CAREER, HE WAS ABLE TO SET THE EASTERN LEAGUE [PREDECESSOR OF TODAY’S INTERNA
 TIONAL LEAGUE] ABLAZE WITH A .415 BATTING AVERAGE …. A FIGURE THAT STANDS AS A LEAGUE RECORD TO THIS DAY.  
 HE ALSO LED THE E.L. IN HITS, TB’S, 2B’S AND SLG. AFTER A FOUR YEAR RETIREMENT, OLD DAN MADE A COMEBACK IN THE 
 HUDSON RIVER LEAGUE AND WON THE 1904 BATTING TITLE, THE 5th OF HIS CAREER [THREE WERE EARNED IN THE NATION
 AL LEAGUE]. 

 * AN EARLY PLAYER THAT REACHED A 12 YEAR SPAN BETWEEN LEADERSHIP YEARSI WAS JOE WERRICK. HE LED THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
 IN AB'S IN 1885 AND THE INTERSTATE LEAGUE IN HOMERS IN 1897. WERRICK  OFTEN WAS USED AS A CATCHER, WHICH WAS A VERY 
 CHALLENGING ROLE IN THE 1800’S. 

 * CATCHER  LOU KAHN LED THE EAST TEXAS LEAGUE IN BATTING IN 1939 WITH A .346 MARK.TWELVE YEARS LATER HE OUTDISTANCED 
 HIS NEAREST SALLY LEAGUE RIVAL BY 21 POINTS IN THE BATTING RACE @ .351. SINCE HE ONLY LOGGED 339 AB'S IN THE 140 GAME 
 1951 SEASON, HIS MARK DROPS TO .327 [AFTER ADDING  25 ‘HITLESS’ AB'S] FOR A CLOSE RUNNER-UP POSITION. RECOGNIZING THE 
 WEAR AND TEAR THE CATCHING POSITION BRINGS ON, THE NEAR WINNING OF A SECOND BATTING TITLE 12 YEARS LATER IS SOME
 WHAT REMARKABLE.  

 * ED CARNETT--IN 1935 HE LED THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION WITH 27 COMPLETE GAMES IN A 19 VICTORY SEASON. IN 1948, AS PLAYER
 -MANAGER IN THE WTNM LEAGUE, HE HIT .409 WITH 230 HITS [102 EBH'S INCLUDED 59 2B'S] THAT TOTALLED 408 BASES. WHILE 
 LEADING IN NONE, HE WAS 2nd IN ALL 5 CATEGORIES. TWO YEARS LATER, HE COMPILED A 3.15 E.R.A. WHILE TOILING 137 INNINGS [11 
 COMPLETE GAMES] IN THE SAME LEAGUE [SCHEDULE: 144 GAMES]. THE CLOSEST RIVAL EXCEEDING CARNETT'S IP'D HAD A 3.77 ERA IN 
 A YEAR WHEN ONLY 5 PITCHER [WHOSE INNINGS EXCEEDED HIS TEAM'S GAME TOTAL] HAD AN E.R.A. BELOW 5.00. 

 * CARL EAST--AS A PITCHER, HE LED THE WESTERN LEAGUE IN WINS [24] IN 1916. IN 1930, HE FASHIONED THE TOP BATTING FIGURE IN 
 THE GEORGIA / ALABAMA LEAGUE [.433]. WHILE NOT QUALIFYING FOR THE BATTING CHAMPIONSHIP [ONLY 226 AB'S WHEN THE 
 LEAGUE PLAYED A 104 GAME SCHEDULE] HE BELTED 16 HOMERS, DREW 60 WALKS AND ONLY FANNED 7 TIMES. 

 * JACK CUST LED THE PIONEER LEAGUE IN RUNS & BB’S IN 1998. IN 2012 WHILE PLAYING IN BOTH THE IL AND PCL, HIS 97 BB TOTAL 
 EXCEEDED THE TOTAL OF THE LEADER IN EACH LEAGUE. 

DISHONORABLE MENTION: 

  * JESSE BARFIELD LED THE FLORIDA STATE LEAGUE IN STRIKEOUTS IN 1978 AND ENDED HIS CAREER BY FANNING 127 TIMES TO LEAD 
  THE JAPANESE CENTRAL LEAGUE IN 1993. 
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