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GREETINGS, NEW ENGLAND SABR-ITES!

Hall  of  Famer  Rogers  Hornsby  famously  remarked,  when  asked  how  he  spent  the 
offseason, “People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I 
stare out the window and wait for spring.” If you’re one of those who emulate the celebrated 
Rajah,  please pull  yourself  away from the window and come to the Southern New England 
Chapter meeting on Saturday, November 29, at St. Philip’s Parish Center in Greenville, Rhode 
Island.

The usual hours will prevail:  11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Besides the regular mixture of research 
presentations,  trivia  quiz  (by  Father  Gerry  Beirne),  baseball  book  raffle,  lunch,  and  lots  of 
baseball  talk,  we  expect  to  be  entertained  by  former  Red  Sox  pitching  star  and  all-around 
colorful personality Dennis (Oil Can) Boyd, whose visit was arranged by the Red Sox alumni 
relations department. Details of Oil Can’s appearance (morning or afternoon, how long, etc.) are 
still a bit hazy, and we’ll keep you informed.

We have some presentations lined up, but there’s still room for more – with the proviso 
that if Oil Can goes long, some presentations might have to be postponed to another meeting. Let 
me know if you want to do a presentation. Also, if you have books or other items to sell, let me  
know and we’ll make room for you.

Once again Mike Darowski will conduct a mock Hall of Fame election. Newcomers to 
the ballot this year will include Pedro Martinez, Randy Johnson, and John Smoltz. A separate 
ballot for players from what the Hall of Fame calls the Golden Era includes Luis Tiant. 

As  always,  it’s  imperative  that  you  RSVP if  you  plan  to  come  (nonmembers 
welcomed). We have to give the food preparers a count. If you’ve never been to St. Philip’s 
before, look at the end of this newsletter for directions. Also, if you could come a little early to 
help set up and stay a bit at the close to put chairs and tables away, it would be appreciated.

We may have a few 2014 media guides, compliments of the Red Sox. Contributions to 
the book raffle are always welcome.

Lou Lucier

Former major-league pitcher and Southern New England Chapter member  Lou Lucier 
died on October 18 at the age of 96. Lou, who attended several of our meetings with his wife, 
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Marcella (also a SABR member), pitched for the Red Sox in 1943-44 and the Phillies in ’44-45. 
He also pitched for a number of years in the Blackstone Valley League, a high-powered circuit 
whose  teams were  sponsored  by textile  mills  in  the  corridor  along the  Blackstone  River  in 
Massachusetts. After he left baseball, he spent many years working in those mills. Lou was a 
genuinely nice guy.   

More good baseball reading
From chapter member John Vorperian:

The Chalmers Race: Ty Cobb, Napoleon Lajoie, and the Controversial 1910 Batting Title 
That Became a National Obsession, by Rick Huhn (University of Nebraska Press). Car czar 
Hugh Chalmers offers a motor car to the single baseball pro with the highest batting average for 
the 1910 season. Like a Hollywood movie, the contest comes down to the last game of the year 
between the American League’s first superstar, the greatest but most despised hitter, the Tigers 
Ty Cobb, and Cleveland’s beloved franchise player, Nap Lajoie. Cobb skips his last two matches, 
thinking he’s got the prize. Curiously, in a season-ending doubleheader, Lajoie goes 8-for-9 with 
the initial count having him as the Chalmers Race victor. But controversy ensues and AL Prez 
Ban Johnson declares Cobb the champ. Amid the national buzz, Chalmers awards both men 
horseless carriages. Rick Huhn, a SABR member and the author of The Sizzler: George Sisler,  
Baseball’s Forgotten Great and Eddie Collins: A Baseball Biography, has a page-turner here that 
reads  like  a  screenplay.  Sly  scorekeeping,  slanted  statistical  systems  of  performances,  and 
conflicting  human personalities  overshadow play on the  field.  Huhn’s  second edition  of  the 
Chalmers Race has got to be a movie; read the book and you’ll see why.

A Summer to Remember:  Bill Veeck, Lou Boudreau, Bob Feller, and the 1948 Cleveland 
Indians, by Lew Freedman (Sports Publishing).  Freedman has nearly 60 sport titles to his credit. 
Last year his noteworthy  Clouds Over the Goalpost  was a poignant assessment of the NFL’s 
1963 season,  a  gridiron year  overcast  by JFK’s  assassination and player  gambling scandals. 
Today Cleveland  teams and  fans  are  enjoying resurgence,  what  with  The  King and Johnny 
Football in town. A Summer to Remember joyfully details the Tribe’s unbelievable ’48 season, 
which came down to the first one-game playoff in AL history. Knocking off Joe McCarthy’s 
Boston Scarlet Hose and then crushing the Hub’s Braves in six games in the fall classic, the 1948 
Indians,  labeled  by  The  Sporting  News as  the  ninth  best  team  in  baseball  history,  are 
entertainingly portrayed in this volume. 

Bring In the Right-Hander! My Twenty-Two Years in the Major Leagues,  by Jerry Reuss 
(University of Nebraska Press). “Work hard and play harder” – that’s the mantra of an Overland, 
Missouri, native who got to The Show. One of only 29 major leaguers to play in four different 
decades, Jerry Reuss pitched for the Cardinals, Astros, Pirates (twice), Dodgers, Reds, Angels, 
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White  Sox,  and  Brewers.  Since  his  retirement  as  an  active  player,  Jerry  Reuss  has  been  a 
broadcaster  for  ESPN, the Angels,  and the Dodgers.  In  2010 Reuss saw a David Letterman 
interview which then became the catalyst for his writing Bring In the Right-Hander! The 1981 
World Series game winner shares with us his colorful tales of being in the majors, the minors, 
and  back in  the  Bigs.  Plus  to  his  book:  Reuss  is  a  sports  photographer.  You can  view his 
snapshots at jerryreuss.com.   

Also see No No: A Dockumentary.  Jeffrey Radice makes his directorial debut with a feature 
film about the Muhammad Ali of Baseball, Dock Ellis, the only hurler who claimed he tossed a 
no-hitter while on LSD. For more info. visit: nonoadockumentary.com.

JOHN VORPERIAN is host of Beyond the Game, a sports program cablecast in New York and  
at wpcommunitymedia.org.  A columnist for boxscorenews.com, Johnny V also covers the North  
American Soccer League’s Empire State outpost, the New York Cosmos.

Trivia time

Pioneer.  This Canadian-born big leaguer has three distinctions: He was the first batter to face 
pitcher Babe Ruth in the major leagues; he was the first player to wear a number on his back; and  
he is believed to be the first player to make the transition to the radio booth. Do you know who 
he was?

Bash brothers.  What two players this past season became the first batterymates to hit grand 
slams in the same game?

Slugger. What former Red Sox shortstop led the American League’s shortstops in home runs for 
the most consecutive years?   

Dual threat. What Boston player was the first pitcher to throw a no-hitter and hit a home run in 
the same game?

Big hitters. Of the eight players with 500 home runs and a .300 career BA, five have a Boston 
connection. Can you name them?

For the old-timers. Jose Altuve’s 225 hits this past season were the most for a second baseman 
since a keystone sacker got 227 in 1936. Do you remember who that long-ago second baseman 
was?

Do you know? What was the notable “first” in this past season’s American League batting race? 

Super sub. Only once has the World Series MVP been a position player who never started a 
game during the Series. Who was he?
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You’d be surprised. Who has the highest single-season batting average among third basemen?

Long stretch.  Do you remember the Hall of Famer whose only two home run titles came 11 
years apart. 

Another stretch. In his rookie year, this Hall of Famer played on a World Series loser. In his last 
season he played on another World Series loser. Who was he? 

Trivia answers 

Pioneer. Jack Graney. He walked to the plate against the Red Sox’ Babe Ruth on July 11, 1914. 
He wore a number on his back on June 26, 1916. And he began announcing Indians games 
in 1933. 

Bash brothers. Madison Bumgarner and Buster Posey of the San Francisco Giants. The grand 
slam was actually Bumgarner’s second of the season.

Slugger.  Vern Stephens, who led AL shortstops in homers for nine consecutive seasons (1942-
50). Stephens played for the Red Sox from 1948 through 1952.

Dual threat. Boston Braves knuckleballer Jim Tobin, who held the Brooklyn Dodgers hitless on 
April  27,  1944, at  Braves Field in Boston.  Tobin was a notably good hitter  and in 1942 he 
became the first (and so far only) modern-era pitcher to hit three home runs in a game.

Big hitters. Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, Jimmie Foxx, Manny Ramirez, and Hank Aaron. The first 
four played for the Red Sox, and Aaron came up through the Boston Braves farm system. The 
other three of the eight are Mel Ott, Willie Mays, and Frank Thomas.

For the old-timers. Charlie Gehringer of the Tigers, who had 227 hits in 1936.

Do you know? For the first time in major-league history, both the winner (Jose Altuve, .341) and 
the runner-up (Victor Martinez, .335) were from Venezuela.

Super sub. In 1954 the Series MVP was Dusty Rhodes, who played in three games (twice as a 
pinch-hitter and once as a pinch-hitter and late-innings replacement) in the New York Giants’ 
sweep of the Indians. Rhodes went 4-for-7 with 2 pinch-hit home runs (one a walk-off) and 7 
RBIs. He was 3-for-3 as a pinch-hitter. His hits helped win three of the Giants’ four victories. 
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You’d be surprised. John McGraw, .391 in 1899 when he was the third baseman/manager of the 
Orioles. 

Long stretch.  Joe DiMaggio.  He won homer crowns in 1937 (46 home runs) and 1948 (39 
homers).

Another stretch. Willie Mays, who was a rookie on the 1951 New York Giants (defeated by the 
Yankees)  and bowed out  after  playing for the 1973 Mets,  who lost  the World Series to  the 
Oakland Athletics. 

Quiz for All-Star Game historians (thanks to Craig Wright and his website, 
“Pages From Baseball’s Past”) 

1) Who drove in the first run in All-Star competition? 

 2) Who was the oldest All-Star? 

 3) What manager won the most All-Star games? 

 4) Who drove in the most All-Star runs in his career? 

 5) Who threw the most career innings in All-Star competition without allowing a run? 

 6) Who is the only All-Star to have grandsons who became All-Stars? 

 7) Who is the only four-time All-Star to have a son make as many All-Star teams? 

 8) What father-son combo were both All-Star game MVPs? 

 Answers: 

 1) Pitcher Lefty Gomez, a notoriously weak hitter who hit only .113 in 1933, the year the first  
All-Star Game was played, hit an RBI single in the second inning of the inaugural game to drive 
in the first run. 

 2) Satchel Paige was 47 years old – or possibly even older – in his 1953 All-Star appearance. 

 3} Walter Alston of the Dodgers had 7 All-Star wins. 

 4) Ted Williams drove in 12 runs in 18 All-Star games. 
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 5) Mel Harder (Indians) threw 13 innings against the NL’s best players without giving up a 
single run. 

 6) All-Star Ray Boone lived to see two of his grandsons, Bret and Aaron Boone, become All-
Stars as well. 

 7) Gus Bell (1953-54, 56-57) fathered Buddy Bell, who actually surpassed him with five All-
Star appearances. 

 8) Ken Griffey Sr. was the MVP of the 1980 All-Star game, and Ken Griffey Jr. matched that 
feat in 1992. 

R.I.P. Dave  Bakenhaster  (Cardinals  1964);  Mark  Ballinger  (Indians  1971);  Jack  Dittmer 
(Boston Braves 1952, Milwaukee Braves ’53-56, Tigers ’57); Jim Brosnan (Cubs 1954, ’56-58, 
Cardinals ’58-59, Reds ’59-63, White Sox ’63); Frank Cashen (executive VP, Orioles, general 
manager, Mets); Bobby Castillo, (Dodgers 1977-81, Twins ’82-84, Dodgers ’85); Jim Command 
(Phillies 1954-55);  Grant  Dunlap (Cardinals 1953); George Freese (Pirates 1953, Tigers ’55, 
Cubs ’61); Michael Gordon (Brockton, Mass., Cubs 1977-78); Johnny Gray (Philadelphia A’s 
1954, Kansas City A’s ’55, Indians ’57, Phillies ’58); Tony Gwynn (Padres 1982-2001, Hall of 
Fame); Brad Halsey (Yankees 2004, Diamondbacks ’05, Athletics ’06); Jean Geissinger Harding 
(Fort  Wayne Daisies,  1951-54, Grand Rapids Chicks ’52,  AAGPBL);  John Hoover (Rangers 
1990); Ed Keegan (Phillies 1959, Kansas City Athletics ’61, Phillies ’62); Bill Koski (Pirates 
1951); Noella Leduc (Peoria Redwings 1951, Battle Creek Belles ’52, Muskegon Belles ’53, Fort 
Wayne Daisies ’54, AAGPBL); Don Lenhardt (St Louis Browns 1950-51, White Sox ’51, Red 
Sox ’52, Tigers ’52, Browns ’52-53, Orioles ’54, Red Sox ’54); Lou Lucier (Red Sox 1943-44, 
Phillies ’44-45, former SABR member, regional meeting speaker); Jerry Lumpe (Yankees 1956-
59, Kansas City A’s ’59-63, Tigers ’64-67); Gordon MacKenzie (Kansas City A’s 1961); Billy 
McCool (Reds 1964-70); Pat McGlothin (Brooklyn Dodgers 1949-50); Rogers Hornsby McKee 
(Phillies 1943-44); Andy Olsen (National League umpire 1968-80); Joe Pittman (Astros 1981-82, 
Padres ’82, Giants ’84); Rose Marie Powell (Kenosha, AAGPBL 1944); Bill Renna (Yankees 
1953, Philadelphia Athletics ’54, Kansas City Athletics ’55-56, Red Sox ’58-59); Earl Robinson 
(Dodgers 1958, Orioles ’61-62. ’64); Jeff Robinson (Tigers 1987-90, Orioles ’91, Rangers ’91, 
Pirates ’92); Art Schult (Yankees 1953, Reds ’56-57, Senators ’57, Cubs ’59-60); Gloria “Tippy” 
Schweigerdt  (Chicago  Colleens  1950,  Grand  Rapids  Chicks  ’51,  Battle  Creek  Belles  ’52, 
AAGPBL); George “Shotgun” Shuba (Brooklyn Dodgers 1948-50, ’52-54); Earl Smith (Pirates 
1955); George Spencer (NY Giants 1950-55, Tigers ’58, ’60); Helen (Filarski) Steffes (Rockford 
Peaches 1945-46, Kenosha Comets ’47,  Peoria Redwings ’47,  South Bend Blue Sox ’48-50, 
AAGPBL);  Oscar  Taveras  (Cardinals  2014);  Dick  Teed  (Brooklyn  Dodgers  1951,  longtime 
scout);  Frank Torre (Milwaukee Braves 1956-60,  Phillies ’62-63);  Pete  Van Wieren (Atlanta 
Braves broadcaster 1975-2007); Roberto Vargas (Milwaukee Braves 1955); Tom Veryzer (Tigers 
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1973-77, Indians ’78-81, Mets ’82, Cubs ’83-84); Elma Stack Weiss (Peoria Redwings 1948, 
Rockford Peaches ’48-49, Chicago Colleens ’49, AAGPBL); Bob Welch (Dodgers 1978-87, A’s 
’88-94); Red Wilson (White Sox 1951-54, Tigers ’54-60, Indians ’60); Don Zimmer (Brooklyn 
Dodgers  1954-57,  LA Dodgers  ’58-59,  Cubs ’60-61,  Mets  ’62,  Reds ’62,  LA Dodgers  ’63, 
Senators ’63-65; manager Padres ’72-73, Red Sox ’76-79, Rangers ’81-82, Cubs ’88-91, Yankees 
’ 99 interim); George Zuverink (Indians 1951-52, Reds ’54, Tigers ’54-55, Orioles ’55-59).

L’envoi. If you can, please come early to help set up tables and chairs for the meeting, and stay 
for a few minutes afterward to help put them away. Bring along any books you want to donate 
for the raffle. Don’t forget to RSVP. See you there. 

Len Levin
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SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND SABR
REGIONAL MEETING

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2013: 11:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.

ST. PHILIP’S PARISH CENTER, ROUTE 44, GREENVILLE, R.I.

THE PROGRAM
1. Guest speaker:

DENNIS “OIL CAN” BOYD, former Red Sox pitcher
2.  Research presentations.
3.  Mock Hall of Fame election.
4.  Trivia contest.
5.  Authors will talk and have books available.
6.  Baseball book raffle.
7.  The usual ballpark lunch, refreshments and lots of good baseball talk.

HOW TO GET TO ST. PHILIP’S
From the north: Coming on Route 95 south or Route 146 south, take Route 295 

south off either highway. On 295, take Exit 7B onto Route 44 westbound. St. Philip’s is 
about 2.5 miles from the exit, on your left after you pass through the Greenville business 
district. Use the driveway between the school and the church. Park in the parish center 
parking lot (plenty of room if you get there early).
 From the south: Route 95 north to Route 295 north. Take Exit 7B and follow 
directions above.

West from Providence: Route 10 or Route 6 to northbound Route 295. Take Exit 7B 
as above. The entrance to Route 10 is just above downtown Providence, between the Omni 
Hotel (formerly the Westin) and the Providence Place mall. The Rhode Island State House 
will be to your right.

From the east: Route 195 westbound to Route 95 northbound in Providence. Near 
downtown Providence, follow the sign that says Hartford. Follow Route 10 to Route 6 to 
northbound Route 295 and proceed as above.

From northeastern Connecticut: On Route 44 eastbound, St. Philip’s is about 14 
miles from the state line; from Route 6 eastbound, take Route 116 northbound to Route 44 
west. St. Philip’s is just a few hundred feet west of the intersection of Routes 116 and 44.

$6.00 donation to cover expenses. $1.00 for children under 12.
______________________________________________________________________________
If you plan to come, please return this part to:

Leonard Levin, 282 Doyle Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02906-3355 (401-351-3278)
Or send an e-mail to LenLevin5@hotmail.com

Name:

Address:
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