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Not everything that counts can be counted; not everything that is counted is worth counting. 
                                                                                                                        Albert Einstein 

A REASONABLE PROPOSAL TO DETERMINE SELECTED LEAGUE LEADERS 
 
Bob Hoie’s piece about the Mike Squires-Enos Cabell anomaly In the February newsletter inspired 
Bill Deane to again raise his plea for the use of numerators to determine who is eligible for 
percentage-based categories. Following is Bill’s argument. 
 
Win percentage is wins divided by decisions. If a pitcher has 11 wins and four losses, his win 
percentage is .733 (11 wins divided by 15 decisions). The numerator is 11, the denominator is 15. 
The Elias Sports Bureau, MLB’s official statistician, determines the league champions in this 
category by naming the pitcher with the highest percentage, based on a minimum of 15 decisions. 
They are thus using the denominator of the stat to decide who is eligible. My proposal is that they 
use the numerator instead: a minimum of some number of wins. Under the Elias system, a pitcher 
with an 11-4 record can lead the league in winning percentage (as happened in 1987), but a pitcher 
with an 11-3 (.786) or even a 14-0 (1.000) record cannot. How can 11-4 be better than 11-3?  
 
In my opinion, says Bill, any system in which this can occur -- somebody having as many or fewer 
wins AND a lower percentage than someone else, yet still being awarded the percentage title -- is 
fatally flawed. Under my proposal, it could never happen. That’s the whole idea, plain and simple.  
 
Using the same principle, the qualifiers for the batting average (H/AB) title should have some 
minimum number of hits, not some minimum number of plate appearances. Otherwise, even with 
the built-in "exception" created just for this stat, somebody could have a lower average and fewer 
hits than someone else, yet still win the title. 
 
The qualifiers for the on-base percentage (H + BB + HB/AB + BB + HB + SF) title should have 
some number of times reached base, not some number of plate appearances. Otherwise, 
somebody could have a lower percentage and fewer times reached base than someone else, yet 
still win the title. 
 
The qualifiers for the slugging percentage (TB/AB) title should have some number of total bases, 
not some number of plate appearances. Otherwise, somebody could have a lower percentage and 
fewer total bases than someone else, yet still win the title. 
 
The qualifiers for the fielding percentage (PO + A/PO + A + E) titles should have some number of 
chances accepted, depending on position, not some number of games. Otherwise, somebody 
could have a lower percentage and fewer total chances than someone else, yet still win the title (as 
happened in 1983 and probably other times). 
 
Bill concludes by agreeing that there can be debate about what these respective numbers should 
be, but first, he asks that we all try to understand the principle behind them. 



The Newsletter Online and New Committee Members 
Beginning in August 2003, and thanks to the help of F. X. Flinn, I have been sending committee 
members each edition of the Records Committee newsletter as a .pdf attachment. Most, if not all, 
SABR committees are now sending out their newsletters this way. I have continued to send out 
printed copies to all those who have asked for them and, of course, to those who are not online. I 
will continue to do so for the latter group, but I would like to phase out sending them to those who 
can get them online. This will save me much time and SABR some money. So please let me know 
if I can remove your name from the mailing list. My email address is spatzl@bellsouth.net. 
 
The way the system was set up, I had the option to email the newsletter not only to committee 
members, but to all those who had listed themselves, or were listed by SABR, as “potential’ 
members. I chose to send it to these potentials in the hope that some would be inspired to join the 
committee. Unfortunately, not everyone was pleased at getting this “unsolicited” mail, and some 
responded in very ungentlemanly ways. I then sent an email to all potential members telling them 
that if they wished to continue receiving the newsletter, they would have to become committee 
members (and, hopefully, contribute something to the newsletter now and then). Well the response 
here was overwhelming, and as a result we have added many new members to the Records 
Committee. I welcome them, and I look forward to including their findings in the future. 

High-Scoring Teams   
Jim Smith’s list of teams that scored a thousand runs in a season arrived on the day the Yanks 
signed Alex Rodriguez. Could they be the next team added to the list? The top three come from the 
high-scoring 1894 season, but, oddly, since the arrival of the 162-game season, only one team, the 
1999 Cleveland Indians, has scored 1,000 runs.  
 
Year Team LG  G  Runs  Per Game     Year Team LG  G  Runs  Per Game    
1894 BOS  NL 133 1,220   9.17       1950 BOS  AL 154 1,027   6.67 
1894 BAL  NL 129 1,171   9.08       1897 BOS  NL 135 1,025   7.59 
1894 PHI  NL 129 1,143   8.86       1894 BKL  NL 134 1,021   7.62 
1887 STL  AA 138 1,131   8.20       1890 NY   PL 132 1,018   7.71 
1895 PHI  NL 133 1,068   8.03       1893 PHI  NL 133 1,011   7.60 
1931 NY   AL 155 1,067   6.88       1895 BAL  NL 132 1,009   7.64 
1936 NY   AL 155 1,065   6.87       1999 CLE  AL 162 1,009   6.23 
1930 NY   AL 154 1,062   6.90       1893 BOS  NL 131 1,008   7.70 
1894 CHI  NL 135 1,041   7.71       1930 STL  NL 154 1,004   6.52 
1891 BOS  AA 139 1,028   7.40       1932 NY   AL 156 1,002   6.42     

Indispensable Reference Works 
 
Congratulations to Pete Palmer and Gary Gillette on the publication of The Baseball 
Encyclopedia, and to all the folks responsible for the eighth edition of Total Baseball.  
Also, a tip of the cap to Steve Gietschier who put together the Sporting News 2004 Complete 
Baseball Record Book . Steve stepped in at the last minute, and under very trying circumstances 
produced a sleeker and more user-friendly edition of the Record Book. Steve is continuing to work 
on improvements for future editions. 



Corrections 
Dick Beverage noticed an error in the list of Warren Spahn’s catchers that Walt Wilson has 
confirmed. I got my Taylors mixed up, said Walt. It was Hawk, not Sammy, who caught Spahn in 
the game vs. Pittsburgh on May 28, 1964. 
 
Bob Brelsford noticed that the Yankee pitcher who lost 1-0 to Virgil Trucks on August 25, 1952  
was Bill Miller, not Bob Miller.  

Ugueth Urbina’s Three Strikeouts On Nine Pitched Balls 
 
On Page 87 of the Sporting News 2004 Complete Baseball Record Book  is a listing for Three 
strikeouts on nine pitched balls, inning. This is a rare occurrence that has happened fewer than 
forty times. Yet it seems likely that one name is missing from this list. Trent McCotter, using 
CBS.Sportsline.com as his source,  points out that in the ninth inning of a game on April 4, 2000, 
Ugueth Urbina of Montreal struck out three Dodger batters on nine pitches. CBS play-by-play, 
pitch-by-pitch account has this sequence for the Dodgers ninth: 
 
F.P. Santangelo: strike looking, strike swinging, Santangelo struck out swinging 
Devon White: strike looking, strike looking, White struck out swinging 
Mark Grudzielanek: strike swinging, strike swinging, Grudzielanek struck out swinging 
 
Urbina’s feat has been discussed here before, and so has its omission. A day after it happened, 
several SABR members mentioned it on SABR-L, including one person who had been at the 
game, and I included it in the December 2000 newsletter list of record-breaking and record-tying 
events for the year. However, I received a letter from Craig Carter, then the editor of the TSN 
Record book, questioning whether it actually happened. Craig’s note, which I summarized in the 
February 2002 newsletter, said that although the MLB website reported that it was nine pitches, 
the Expos believed it was ten. Interestingly, they didn’t know which batter had four, but they 
“knew” it was one of them. If I had to guess, I would say it was nine. 

Umpires in Postseason Action  
 
John Schwartz, who has devoted a great deal of time and effort to researching umpire 
assignments, has a few corrections to the Sporting News 2004 Complete Baseball Record Book’s  
listing of umpires’ postseason appearances.  
 
John says that TSN is correct in listing Al Barlick as having worked the most All-Star games, with 
seven, but that they should also list Bill Summers, as he too worked seven. Citing The Midsummer 
Classic: The Complete History of Baseball’s All-Star Game, John points out that Summers worked 
the game in 1936, 1941, 1946, 1949, 1952, 1955, and 1959 (2nd game). 
 
Jerry Crawford, as listed, did work the most Championship Series, but it was 55 games, not 56. 
Although the 2003 NLCS did go seven games, Crawford worked in only six of them. He left the first 
game with the flu in the fourth inning and in the second game was replaced by Larry Van Owen. 
Crawford did return in Game three, and he worked the rest of the Series. 
 



CATCHING RED FABER AND EPPA RIXEY 
Walt Wilson's listing of battery mates for Hall of Fame pitchers during their starts and shutouts 
continues with two greats from the 1920s, Urban “Red” Faber and EppaRixey.  

CATCHING EPPA RIXEY 
Eppa Rixey pitched for Philadelphia (NL) 1912-17, 
1919; and Cincinnati (NL) 1921-33. He made 554 
starts and pitched 37 shutouts. 
                                        Starts   Shutouts 
Bubbles Hargrave    142     12  
Bill Killefer       118     13  
Ivey Wingo           74      3  
Val Picinich         47      4  
Clyde Sukeforth      43      0 
Mack Wheat           16      0  
Frank Withrow        16      0  
Ed Burns             14      0  
Ernie Lombardi       14      2  
Johnny Gooch         13      0  
Bert Adams           10      0  
Walt Tragesser        8      1  
Red Dooin             6      0  
Nig Clarke            5      0  
Clyde Manion          5      0  
Casper Asbjornson     4      0  
Hick Cady             3      0 
Leo Dixon             3      0  
Rollie Hemsley        3      1  
Ernie Krueger         3      0  
Gus Sanberg           3      0  
Frank Bruggy          2      0  
Pat Moran             1      0  
Lena Styles           1      0  
Totals              554     37  
 
One of Rixey’s shutouts was caught by more than 
one catcher. 

CATCHING RED FABER 
Red Faber pitched for Chicago (AL) 1914-
31. He made 483 starts and pitched 29 
shutouts. 
                                 Starts    Shutouts 
Ray Schalk       307      22  
Buck Crouse       57       2  
Moe Berg          30       0  
Bennie Tate       22       1  
Wally Mayer        9       0  
Harry McCurdy      9       0  
Frank Grube        7       0  
Yam Yaryan         7       1  
Chick Autry        5       1  
Charlie Berry      5       0  
Johnny Riddle      5       0  
Roy Graham         4       0  
Jack Lapp          4       0  
Byrd Lynn          4       0  
Johnny Grabowski   3       0  
Walt Kuhn          2       0  
Tom Daly           1       0  
Hank Garrity       1       0 
Kettle Wirts       1       0  
Totals           483      29 
 
Two of Faber’s shutouts were caught by 
more than one catcher.  

                Red Faber                                        Eppa Rixey                                                                    


