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ORIGINS 

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

PROMINENT AT 

19TH CENTURY 

COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE 

 
Origins Committee mem-
bers contributed signifi-
cantly to the program at 
the recent 19th Century 
committee conference in 
Cooperstown, NY: David 
Block served as keynote 
speaker, presenting an 
update on his research on 
baseball’s origins since his 
publication of Baseball 
before We Knew It; John 
Thorn moderated a discus-
sion panel consisting of 
Joanne Hulbert, Tom Al-
therr, and Bob Tholkes; 
and Richard Hershberger 
and Monica Nucciarone 
contributed research pre-
sentations. Fifty members 
of the committee attended. 

 

THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
rainy month of April to 
pursue a number of topics 
of interest. 

 
 

INQUIRIES 
 

NY Clipper 12/56 
 

Quoting an archived post 
of David Block's concern-
ing a Clipper article giving 
the rules and a description 
of how to play, Glenn 
Drinkwater asked how he 
could find the article. Bob 
Tholkes provided direct-
ions for locating it in the 
online site fultonhistory. 
 
looking for reference 

to "stop-short" 
Glenn Drinkwater posted a 
request for a source ex-
plaining the position called 
"stop-short". Skip MacAfee 
supplied one and noted 
that it was a position in the 
Massachusetts Game. 
 
SABR query on 1860s 

curve balls 
Peter Mancuso posted an 
inquiry from new SABR 
staffer Deb Jayne, who had 
received it from a new 
member: how did pitchers 
throw curves in the 1860s? 
Glenn Drinkwater, Larry 
McCray, David Arcidiaca-
no, David Ball, Richard 
Hershberger, Tom Hoff-
man, Brad Shaw, Eric Mik-
lich, Paul Hunkele, and 
Priscilla Astifan all re-
sponded. 

 
FORUM 

 
foul bound catch 

revisited 
Various Committee mem-
bers debated the reason(s) 

that the "bound rule", un-
der which batted balls 
caught on one bounce were 
outs, was eliminated for 
fair balls in 1865, but not 
for foul balls until the 
1880s. John Thorn, Rich-
ard Hershberger, David 
Dyte, Bob Tholkes, Eric 
Miklich and Tom Hoffman 
pondered the question and 
posted the results. Craig 
Waff posted a passage in-
dicating that rulemakers at 
one time (1859) consider-
ed also eliminating the 
bound rule for all but fouls 
caught by the catcher. 

 
SOURCES 

 
Cleaning up the Spirit 
of the Times Confusion 
Priscilla Astifan, in the 
course of posting informa-
tion about the Great Base 
Ball Match (below) admit-
ted confusion about the  
New York sporting publi-
cation, Spirit of the Times, 
which appeared under var-
ious titles during its life. 
Deb Shattuck, Craig Waff, 
Skip McAfee, and John 
Thorn posted clarifying in-
formation.  

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
Description of the 
Great Base Ball 

Match-July 24, 1858 
Priscilla Astifan posted a 
passage from a newspaper 
account of one of the Fash-
ion Race Course games be-
tween Brooklyn and New 
York. 



CROSS-LINKS 
 

Epidemics and base 
ball 

John Thorn posted the link 
to a chart showing the 
effect of infectious diseases 
on American males in the 
early 1800s, citing it as 
support for his theory, 
advanced in Baseball in 
the Garden of Eden, that 
the movement toward out-
door exercise which foster-
ed base ball resulted at 
least in part from epidem-
ics. 

 
My interview with 

John Thorn for Jewish 
Week 

George Robinson posted 
the link to said interview. 

originals 

TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

GREENFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CABINETMAKER PLAYS 
BALL AND WICKET IN 

1844 AND 1845 
Edward Carpenter, an 
eighteen-year old appren-
tice cabinetmaker com-
plained in his diary entry 
for April 4, 1844: "A very 
warm day it is fast day & I 
have played ball so much 
that I am so tired I can 
hardly set up I dont think I 
shall want to have fast day 
come again for a year." The 
next day the Greenfield, 
Massachusetts lad was still 
feeling his strained mus-
cles: "I am so stiff & sore 
today that I can hardly 
move all for playing ball 
fast day." But three days 
later he was at it again: "I 
played a game of Wicket 
ball tonight after I got 

through work." Carpenter 
apparently had enough or 
didn't note other ball play 
for the rest of the year, 
although he swam, wrest-
led, and skated among 
other recreational activi-
ties. The next March 1st, 
however, he observed that 
"the snow has gone so 
much that the boys have 
been playing ball today." 
And later that month he 
recorded that workers at 
the local chisel factory 
went on strike and played 
wicket: "They took a game 
of wicket ball out in front 
of the shop this afternoon, 
there were thirty or forty 
of them playing at a time." 
Within the week, April 
3rd, Carpenter returned to 
ball play himself, tiring 
himself out so much that 
he didn't go dancing that 

evening. Carpenter's diary 
ends soon afterward and 
contains no further re-
ferences to ball play. Al-
though Carpenter's refer-
ences were fragmentary, 
they do suggest that local 
males' play continued an 
older custom of playing 
ball on fast days and that 
wicket may have been the 
ball game of choice. Chris-
topher Clark, ed., "The 
Diary of an Apprentice 
Cabinetmaker: Edward 
Jenner Carpenter's 'Journ-
al' 1844-1845," Proceed-
ings of the American An-
tiquarian Society vol. 98, 
pt. 2 (1988), pp. 328, 329, 
381, and 385. 

 
BALL PLAY A 

DISTRACTION FROM 
PRAYER AND 

RELIGIOUS DEVOTION 
The prolific children's 
book author Jacob Abbott 
used ball play as a moral 
object lesson in his 1834 

book, Fire-Side Piety. At 
one point while advising 
young children on proper 
prayer, he castigated one 
boy for fantasizing about 
ball play: "While your fath-
er is making his request to 
God, you may be thinking 
of what a good game of 
ball you will have after 
breakfast,...." In a longer 
passage, Abbott posited 
that ball play only gave 
temporary happiness. He 
imagined rhetorically that 
his young readers would 
claim that they "have had 
some real games at ball" 
and that they measured 
their happiness according-
ly. Abbott agreed partially: 
"Well, I believe you; I 
suppose it is so, --that you 
are generally happy when 
playing ball and also when 
engaged in your sports. I 
recollect that playing ball 
[and other recreation] 
have made me happy 
many an afternoon." But 
then the moralist declared 
that type of happiness 
transitory and not as ful-
filling as religious devo-
tion.[Jacob Abbott], Fire-
Side Piety, or the Duties 
and Enjoyments of Family 
Religion (New York: Lea-
vitt, Lord and Company, 
1834), p. 88 and 93. 
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Send comments, 
questions, and other 
correspondence for 
Originals  to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, using e-
mail rjtholkes @gmail 
.com. 
 


