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SABR 

MEETING 

MEETING 
 

To Origins Committee 
Members -- 

 
 Available Committee 
members will meet at the 
upcoming SABR conven-
tion at  4:30 PM on Sat-
urday, August 7. We'll do a 
speck of business, in-
cluding a micro-report on 
the status of our "Spread 
of Base Ball" project at 
http://sabrpedia.org/wiki/
Spread_of_baseball_proje
ct -- and then turn to ideas 
emerging from recent 
research. If you cannot at-
tend, but want to raise an 
issue for discussion, and 
/or distribute material on 
your work/interests, let me 
know at Lmccray@mit.edu  
before next Tuesday. If you 
can attend, and you have 
not already met me, please 
make sure to introduce 
yourself. 
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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of July to 
pursue a number of topics. 

 
 

INQUIRIES 
 

Bound rule 
clarification 

Noel Fliss requested clari- 
fication: if a player drop- 
ped a struck ball before it 
touched the ground but  
was able to catch it on one 
bound, was it an out? Eric 
Miklich, David Dyte, and 
Marcus Dickson all agreed 
that it is an out. 

 
Scorekeepers 

John Zinn inquired about 
sartorial standards for 
scorers. Bob Tholkes opin- 
ed that scorers were non- 
players in civilian dress. 
David Dyte recalled illus- 
trations showing them in 
more casual dress than the 
umpire. 

 
Holding runners close 

to base 
Dennis Pajot inquired how 
pitchers held baserunners 
in the underhand-pitching 
era. David Dyte comment- 
ed that it was a difficult, 
rare skill. Eric Miklich pro- 
vided a how-to. 

 
Protoball 1828.12 

David Ball inquired for any 
existing stats which might 
determine if Jim Creighton 
was a "strikeout pitcher". 
John Thorn indicated the 
steps necessary to pull any 
numbers together. Bob 
Tholkes and Craig Waff 
sent noteworthy numbers 
from individual matches. 
Eric Miklich suggested us- 

ing effectiveness as a stan- 
dard instead. 

 
FOLLOW-UP 

 
that game of bace in 

1805 
George Thompson revisit- 
ed a post he sent earlier in 
the decade, giving the full 
text of the source material 
and commenting that later 
discoveries have increased 
the probability that this 
was indeed a ball game, 
instead of a tagging game. 
Richard Hershberger sent 
his agreement. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
"Old Baseball" 

Richard Hershberger sent 
a new-found 1887 descrip- 
tion of "old baseball" with 
several interesting points, 
for example two-bound 
outs and 180-degree fair 
territory. David Dyte 
pointed out a similarity to 
cricket rules in the game 
described, and Richard a- 
greed that there were bor- 
rowings. John Thorn 
thought an illustration ac- 
companying the article 
was to be found in a Henry 
Chadwick publication. A- 
nother newspaper carrying 
the same article was cited 
by Paul Browne. 

 
1861 Triple Play 

Bob Tholkes added an 
early triple play to those 
previously unearthed by 
Craig Waff. 

 



Protoball 1828.12 
George Thompson posted 
a New York Evening Post 
item of 1828 related to the 
Protoball item named. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

BASEBALL-TYPE 
GAMES AT THE 

LAWRENCEVILLE 
SCHOOL, 1849-1854 

 
Lawrenceville School a-
lumnus Gen. Alfred Al-
exander Woodhull remi-
nisced about ball games at 
that academy during his 
schooling there in the 
years 1849-1854: "We 
played single and double 
cat, which seem to be 
entirely obsolete now.  
There was no diamond and 
no gridiron then, but 
town-ball, from which 
baseball developed later, 
and shinny were popular." 
Woodhull, quoted in Ro-
land J. Mulford, History of 
the Lawrenceville School 
1810 - 1935 (Princeton: 
Princeton Univ. Press, 
1935), pp. 56-57. 

 
MORE 

PHILADELPHIA 
TOWN BALL 

 
From Tom Altherr: 
An historian of Central 
High School in Phila- 
delphia, Franklin Spencer 
Edmonds, quoted Daniel 
Howard, a history profes-
sor at the school in the 
mid-19th century: "Base-
ball was not born, but 
town-ball, in which a shot 

with the ball stopped the 
runner, was the parent."  
Howard was referring to 
games played in the 1840s 
and 1850s on a lot adja-
cent to the school build-
ing.  Edmonds then 
editorialized: "It is prob-
able that there were no 
formally organized school 
teams in these early days, 
and the advantage was 
clear, --all took part rather 
than just the expert few." 
[Franklin Spencer Ed-
monds, History of the 
Central High School of 
Philadelphia (Philadel-
phia: J.B. Lippincott Com-
pany, 1902),pp. 248-249] 

originals 

150 YEARS 

AGO 
from the pages of the New 
York Sunday Mercury 

 
August 5, 1860 
 

NEW ORLEANS,  
JULY 24th, 1860 

The greatest game of base 
ball ever played in this city 
was played between the 
Empire and Magnolia 
Clubs on Sunday, July 23d. 
It came off on Bingamon 
Common, Algiers, on the 
ground used by the Mag-
nolia Club...There were at 
least two thousand persons 
present, including many 
ladies...in the seventh in-
ning the Empires got the 
lead, and when the Mag-
nolias took the bat in their 
eighth inning they were 
four runs behind. This 
they worked hard to can-
cel, which they did in fine 
style; but the Empires 
objected to a decision of 
the umpire, and two or 
three of them quit playing. 

The captain of the 
Magnolia nine told his 
men to stand fast until the 
game was resumed. Their 
next striker took his po-
sition at the home base, 
bat in hand. The umpire 
then stated he would grant 
enough time for the 
Empires to reconsider, to 
which the Magnolias as-
sented. The captain of the 
Empires, after about fif-
teen minutes' delay, came 
forward and stated that he 
was willing to play, but he 
could not get his men to 
play, after which, he deli-
vered the ball to the 
umpire. The umpire then 
said: "I shall declare the 
Magnolia club victorious." 
And he handed the ball to 
Mr. john Kennedy, captain 
of the Magnolia nine, to 
which he responded, and 
he was very sorry that the 
Empires refused to play 
and said that the Mag-
nolias were ready even 
then to resume the game. 
However, it was of no 
avail, and for once in the 
annals of base ball playing 
in this city the decision of 
an umpire was objected to. 
 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS 

 
Readers are encouraged 
to forward corrections, 
notes, and other types of 
correspondence. Such 
items will be gratefully 
received, and published 
in the following issue. 
Send to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


