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THE MONTH 
IN 19cBB.

Members of the Origins
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
month of December to 
pursue a number of 
interests.

SPLEEN VENTED.

(unknown)
Richard Hershberger sent 
a Philadelphia newspaper 
item of 1862 inserted by an 
anonymous disgruntled 
follower of the Olympics, 
“advertising” for a second 
baseman and a catcher, 
and enumerating the faults 
of the incumbents.

FOLLOW-UP.

more on uniforms
Following up on earlier 
posts concerning early 
uniforms, Mark Aubrey 
posted a piece stating that 
the Knickerbockers had 
been the first to adopt a 
uniform, in 1849. Richard 
Hershberger sent a note
that the Olympic Base Ball
Club’s documents of 1838 
also mention a uniform.

SOURCES.

PaperofRecord and 
Google

Jerry Kuntz speculated on 
whether access to The 
Sporting News through 
the Paper of Record site 

will be improved by its 
new owner, Google.  Peter 
Mancuso was optimistic 
about the possibilities, 
Richard Hershberger not 
so much so.

BOOK NEWS.

Book on Alexander 
Cartwright from 
Columbia Press

Monica Nucciarone asked 
for information about a 
forthcoming book from the 
Columbia Press, a new 
biography of Alexander 
Cartwright. Gary Mitchem 
of McFarland provided 
some general comments.
Columbia University Press 
provided further details: 
Jay Martin’s bio is the 
result of several years of 
research, will present the 
case anew for Cartwright’s 
prominence as a baseball 
pioneer, and will portray 
Cartwright’s as one great 
American life story. 
Martin’s background is as 
a biographer and scholar; 
formerly a Professor of 
English at the University 
of Southern California, he 
is presently Professor of 
Humanities at Claremont 
McKenna College, and is 
the author of several other 
biographies. Prof. Martin 
also makes his home in 
Claremont, California.
Monica’s own thoroughly -
researched book, entitled 
Alexander Cartwright: 
The Life Behind the 
Baseball Legend, with a 
foreword by John Thorn, 

(which Monica expects to 
be published in April by 
the University of Nebraska 
Press), is divided into a 
history of his life and an 
examination of his claims 
to fame as a base ball 
pioneer.
At the time of Cartwright’s 
election to the Hall, his 
family portrayed him as 
the originator of the first 
written set of rules.

Baseball's First Inning
Richard Hershberger sent 
news that William Ryczek 
is coming out with a book 
about baseball before the 
Civil War, and asked 
whether anyone had info 
about the book’s intended 
themes and treatments of 
origins topics. McFarland 
will publish.

INQUIRIES.

Wier's Course in Troy, 
N.Y.

Craig Waff inquired 
whether information could 
be had about an 1859-1860 
playing venue in Troy 
known as Wier’s Course.

Role of women in 
gambling around 

19cBB baseball games
Muffin 19cBB poster Dom 
DeCaria (welcome, sir) 
asked if women were part 
of the gambling which is 
blamed for rowdiness at 
early games. In reply Peter 
Mancuso suggested a few 
sources, and Darryl Brock 
sent the timeless and 



poignant story of “Maud, 
the Pet Blonde”.

Wicked Boys Playing 
Base Ball on the 
Sabbath (1858)

Craig Waff posted a Daily 
Eagle article describing a 
Brooklyn politician’s drive 
to eliminate from the 
streets of the borough the
scourge of juvenile ball-
playing on Sundays, and 
asked for a source on the 
statute forbidding it.

Chadwick on Early 
Knick Base Ball 

Activity
Craig Waff posted a 
lengthy entry in the 
Chadwick scrapbooks 
dated in 1887, and  which 
summarizes early Knick 
ball games. Craig posed 
several questions based on 
the entry.  John Thorn 
thought it notable that 
some names cited by 
Chadwick are otherwise 
associated primarily with 
other clubs.

Eagles and New Yorks
John Thorn posted an 
1889 note listing the three 
clubs existing in 1854, the 
Knickerbockers, Gothams 
and New Yorks, and 
wondered if the writer was 
referring to the Eagles as 
the New Yorks. At Peter 
Mancuso’s request, John 
followed up with a brief 
review of the clubs of the 
periods 1837-1845.  Craig 
Waff replied with a note 
that the 1889 reference is 
in the Mears Scrapbooks 
with “Eagles” inserted in 
place of “New Yorks”. 
Peter thanked John for the 
review by throwing a bit of 
Latin at him.  Richard 
Hershberger posted the 
opinion that the evidence 
indicates that the Gothams 

and the New Yorks were 
two names for the same 
clubs. John Thorn then 
reported that the Eagles’ 
organizational documents 
of the 1850s indicate that 
the club was organized in 
1840. Richard did not 
consider the Eagles’ 
document to be  conclusive 
evidence that the club was 
continuously in existence 
from 1840. Beth Hise 
raised the possibility that 
the New Yorks and, 
possibly, the Eagles were 
primarily cricket clubs. 
John Thorn agreed that 
the New Yorks certainly 
played both, and posted 
his source document about 
the Eagles and Gothams, 
at Richard Hershberger’s 
request. Richard issued a 
general caution to avoid 
associating various clubs 
on fragmentary evidence.
Tangent: David Dyte 
mentioned that the Union 
Star Grounds in Brooklyn 
were at Portland and 
Myrtle, opposite Sharp’s 
hotel. Beth Hise 
mentioned a player for the 
“Brooklyn Club” in 1845 
name Sharp. Tom Shieber 
proposed that this was 
Henry Sharp of the New 
York Cricket Club. Beth 
supplied some background 
on the gentleman. Brad 
Shaw asked if the grounds
were in Fort Green Park, 
which was at the same 
location. David and Brad 
proposed a vintage base 
ball match between their 
clubs at the site, space 
permitting.
Tangent: John Thorn 
had expressed the opinion 
that the June 1846 match 
between the New Yorks 
and the Knickerbockers 
was in fact only intraclub.
Richard Hershberger sent 
his arguments that it was 

interclub but a “friendly” 
match. John Thorn agreed, 
though without accepting 
the entire argument. Fred 
Ivor-Campbell took up one 
of Richard’s points, that 
Knicks’ informal matches 
were not played to 21 aces, 
asking the distinction 
between the formal and 
informal at a time (the 
latter 1840s) when the 
Knicks were not playing 
other clubs. Richard noted 
that he was thinking of the 
interclub matches of the 
1850s.

DISCOVERIES.

A Fourth Pre-Civil-
War Triple Play

Craig Waff posted an 1890 
Chadwick item referring to 
a triple play of 1859. David 
Dyte assisted in pinning 
down the venue as Long 
Island, where the Pastimes 
club played.

The First Three-Pitch 
Inning?

Craig Waff posted a Daily 
Eagle note of 1858 of a 3-
pitch inning, a rarity in the 
days when the “waiting 
game” was at its height as 
a tactic.

Over the Fences and a 
Grand Slam

Craig Waff posted a note of 
a bases-loaded home run 
hit in Oct 1860 in Troy, N. 
Y., and inquired if any 
earlier examples are 
known.

Baseball in Asheville 
and Buncombe Co. 

(NC)
Mark Aubrey posted a 
1922 note claiming that 
Aston Park was Asheville’s 
oldest ball ground, dating 
to 1866.



"the game of ball or 
racket"

Richard Hershberger sent 
an 1844 newspaper note 
reporting the arrest in New 
York of Sabbath-breakers 
caught playing the above 
game or games, and 
requested the posting of 
opinions on what it might 
mean. An anonymous 
respondent (haveacatch@
aol.com) knew of a New 
Orleans game called racket 
which he thought similar 
to lacrosse. David Ball 
believed the phrase to be 
giving alternate names for 
the same game. Richard 
agreed. Based on the 
location in Manhattan, 
which was given, George 
Thompson opined that 
there was not enough 
room for base ball to have 
been played.

DISCUSSION.

examples of the 
"waiting game"

Richard Hershberger sent 
two Philadelphia accounts 
(from 1862 and 1865) 
describing games in which 
batters flagrantly failed to 
offer at good pitches until 
a baserunner had made his 
bases. Richard posted a
short essay on the subject, 
and remarked that he was 
unaware of any discussion 
of when and why the 
practice finally ceased.

random cricket 
musings

Richard Hershberger sent 
the information that he 
had commenced studying 
the history of cricket, 
which began a discussion 
among Richard, Beth Hise, 
David Ball, and John 
Thorn about said history 
and about the similarities 
and differences between 

cricket’s development and 
baseball’s development. 

EXPAND YOUR 
HORIZONS.

New blog about 19th 
century baseball in 

Latin America
Cesar Gonzalez Gomez has 
started a new blog which 
deals with the beginnings 
of the game in Latin 
America, in English. He 
cites the first documented 
club as dating from 1869.

ORIGINS.

THIS MONTH
IN BASE BALL.

Base Ball on Ice:
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
January 17, 1865

Then in its final winter, the 
ongoing War Between The 
States did not prevent a 
series of matches of base 
ball on ice between the 
Gothams of New York and 
the Atlantics of Brooklyn, 
the current warm-weather  
champions. The second 
contest took place on 
January 17 on the Sylvan 
Lake at Hoboken in 
conditions described as 
extremely cold and windy, 
and was won by the 
Gothams. The lengthy 
write-up in the Daily
Eagle concluded that the 
Brooklynites “went over 
weak-handed” (Sid Smith 
and pitcher Sprague were 
not on hand), and made 
the additional mistake of  
changing the positions of 
their players nearly every 
inning. One of the 
Atlantics’ substitutes, not 
identified, “afforded the 
crowd merriment by his 

squatting propensities… he 
squatted en route to first 
base when he struck a ball, 
and if the ball came to him 
he squatted to stop it…as 
he did not like to have his 
name in the papers, we 
have obliged him by 
leaving it out…and as he 
allowed us to choose one 
(name) for him, we have 
christened him Squatt.”
No box was appended, but 
players Pearce, Smith, P. 
O’Brien, Start, Galvin, 
Crane, Hart, Elmendorf  
and McLaughlin are 
identified for the Atlantics 
in addition to “Squatt” and 
“Circus”, whose reluctance 
to give a name was 
ascribed to the fact that he 
playing hooky from 
another engagement. The 
Gothams’ lineup consisted 
of   G. Wright, H. Wright, 
Gibney, Thorn (or Thorne, 
both spellings are used), 
Roe, Cohen, Dupignac, 
Stokers and Beadle. 
The match itself was close 
into the fifth innings, when 
the winners expanded a 
lead of 16-15 by scoring 
another 16, on several 
Atlantics errors and home 
runs by the Wrights, from  
which the Gothams glided 
to a 39-20 victory in nine 
innings and a match time 
of three hours and twenty 
minutes.
Afterwards. the Atlantics 
were “warmed up with 
chowder and fixings” by 
the hosts.

Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com


