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In the News 
Baseball historian discovers 
photograph showing long-gone 
Maryland Park   by Pete Kerzel of 
MASNSPORTS.COM  
 

altimore baseball historians take note: A new 
discovery has unearthed a previously unknown 
photograph that details the exact location of 

Maryland Baseball Park, former home of the Baltimore 
Black Sox of the Negro Leagues. 
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Research by University of Delaware associate professor 
of English Bernard McKenna, a Baltimore baseball 
historian, uncovered the 
groundbreaking circa 1927 aerial 
photograph, which shows Maryland 
Park's location on Russell Street, 
several blocks south of where M&T 
Bank Stadium now stands. 

The photograph is part of a 
collection of aerial photographs 
commissioned by the Maryland Port 
Authority, which wanted views of 
the city and the waterways that fed 
the Port of Baltimore. While many 
of the images were destroyed or lost 
over time, McKenna discovered this 
image had been digitized by Johns 
Hopkins University and made 
available online. 

Maryland Park was located at Bush and Russell streets, 
on a small peninsula of land where the Wheelabrator 
solid waste incinerator facility now stands. Previously, 
researchers thought the ballpark was located just north 
of the site on Russell Street, approximately where the 
Holiday Inn Express now sits, but there was no 
photographic evidence of the structure. 

The Black Sox, who played at Maryland Park from 1921‐
1932, were started as an independent club in 1914 and 

were an original member of the Eastern Colored 
League, which operated from 1923‐28. They played in 
the American Negro League in 1929, as an independent 
again for 1930‐31, the East‐West League in 1932 and 
moved to the Negro National League for the 1933‐34 
seasons. 

Maryland Park played host to the 3rd and 4th games of 
the 1924 Colored World Series, between the Kansas 
City Monarchs and the Hilldale Club. Visit 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1924_Colored_World_
Series for more details about each game. 

McKenna's research not only pinpointed the exact 
location of Maryland Park, but also helped to clarify the 

location of the Westport Baseball 
Grounds, which was constructed 
by Baltimore & Ohio Railroad for 
its employees' semipro teams.  

South of Maryland Park, across the 
mouth of the Gwynns Falls, are 
what appear to be the remnants of 
a baseball diamond with what's left 
of grandstands and part of a wall, 
extending from the first base line 
and into right‐center field. 

McKenna, David Stinson, and 
others interested in Baltimore 
baseball history continue to search 
for a photograph of the Diamond 
Cafe, the Howard Street tavern 
owned by 1890's Orioles 

teammates and future Hall of Famers John McGraw and 
Wilbert Robinson. Duckpin bowling was reportedly 
invented at the bar. 

More information about the Baltimore Black Sox's lost 
ballparks can be found at: 
http://deadballbaseball.com/?p=2572  
. 

B
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The Jerry Malloy Negro League 
onference Goes to Motown C

xciting news for 2014. We are heading to Detroit, 
Michigan for our 17th year.  We will be honoring black 
baseball in Michigan.  The Conference will focus on 
Turkey Stearnes, Tenny Blount, Pete Hill, Mack Park 

plus much, much more.  So "SAVE THE DATES" of August 
14 to 16, 2014 for your travel plans. 
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Conference highlights include the authors and players panels, 
vintage and current auction items, special guests, a visit to 
historic Hamtramck Stadium (one of only five home stadiums 
from the Negro League era still in existence), a Detroit Tigers 
versus Seattle Mariners game at Comerica Park, and several 
scholarly presentations. 
 
Our host hotel is the Courtyard by Marriott.  Across the street 
is the scenic Riverwalk, which provides views of the skyline of 
Detroit and Windsor, Ontario and where one can watch 
freighters traverse the Detroit River.  On the weekend, people 
walk to Hart Plaza for one of the many summer Ethnic 
festivals. 
  
Adjacent to the hotel is the above ground People Mover, 
which travels to Comerica Park, Joe Louis Arena, or Ford 
Field.  The last two arenas host frequent live performances 
during the summer.  The People Mover stops at the Gem, 
Fox Theatre and Opera House for stage productions, stops at 
Greektown for true ethnic food, and at one of the three 
casinos in Downtown Detroit. 
  
Within three miles west of the host hotel is Corktown, site of 
the grounds of former Tiger Stadium.  Mexicantown offers 
many great eating experiences. 
  
The Detroit Institute of Arts, the Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History (the world's largest institution 
dedicated to African American history), The Detroit Main 
Library (which contains the Ernie Harwell 
collection), Hitsville USA (Motown Museum), The 
Fisher Theatre (Broadway in Detroit), and the 
Ford Piquette Plant (the original Model T factory) are all 
located in Midtown within three to five miles of the host hotel. 
  
Within a half hour drive of the host hotel is the Henry Ford, 
which includes the Henry Ford Museum (a collection of 
historic items and vehicles, including the limousine that J. 
F. Kennedy was assassinated in and the Rosa Parks Civil 
Rights bus) and Greenfield Village, containing  historic 
buildings spanning 300 years, offers horse drawn carriage as 
well as Model T rides, and vintage 1867 rules baseball games 
every weekend throughout the summer. 
 
The on-site planning committee includes Dr. Lisa Doris 
Alexander, Dick Clark, Gary Gillette, Louis Manley, Rick 
Meister, R.J. Page, Tom & Josh Salvner, Lucky Smith, 
Tom Tuttle, and Lizz Wilkinson.  
 

Jeremy Krock Watch Update 
hrough the diligent efforts of Jeremy Krock, Jim 
Overmyer, Michael Everett and Bob Mayer, the 
gravesite of 19th century catcher Clarence 

"Waxey" Williams was finally discovered. As catcher 
for the original Cuban Giants, 
the first all-black professional 
team in the United States, this is 
a noteworthy find.  
From 1885 to 1912, Williams 
played professionally for the 
Cuban Giants, New York 
Gorhams, Philadelphia 
Giants, Cuban X-Giants and 
the Smart Set out of Paterson, 
NJ. 
 
Williams was born in 1866 in Harrisburg, PA. In 1934, 
he died at the age of 68 in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
and was buried in Atlantic City Cemetery in 
Pleasantville, New Jersey.  Eighty years later, as 
suspected, these men found no marker at the site. 
 
As a player/manager with the 1903 Cuban X-Giants, he 
caught future Hall of Famer Rube Foster. Later that 
year, he caught Danny McClellan's perfect game, the 
earliest known record of this rare feat.   
 
The Indianapolis Freeman reported on July 25, 1908, 
that "Clarence Williams, the grand old man in baseball 
was at his old position behind the stick. His presence 
lent a historic grandeur to the contest associated with 
many memories of the past. For 25 years this veteran of 
the great sport has been a fixture in the minds of the 
bigs. As a back stop he is among the best. He still has a 
faultless batting eye and takes two with ease, never 
failing to step into the third one for a safety. We may 
have a stretch of this remarkable old man later in the 
season, giving a complete resume of his past life as a 
baseball player." 
 
To learn more about Waxey Williams, read his 
grandson, Roger Green's blog Ramblin' with Roger at: 
http://www.rogerogreen.com/category/clarence-williams/  
 
As actress Verna Bloom, playing Sarah Belding in the 
movie "High Plains Drifter," claimed "They say the 
dead don't rest without a marker of some kind." 
 
When you renew your SABR membership for 2014, 
please consider earmarking extra funds to the Grave 
Marker project. Or go directly to SABR at: 
https://sabr.site-ym.com/donations/donate.asp?id=6148  

E T
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Claire Smith Wins  
National Award 
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ormer Philadelphia Bulletin, Hartford Courant, 
New York Times and Philadelphia Inquirer sports 
columnist Claire Smith has been named the first 

winner of the Sam Lacy-Wendell Smith Award 
presented by the Shirley Povich Center for Sports 
Journalism at the University of Maryland's Philip Merrill 
College of Journalism.  The award is given to a sports 
journalist who has made significant contributions to 
racial and gender equality in sports. 

 
In July 2007, she started in a new direction and new 
industry when she joined ESPN as a news editor, 
working with the production teams on MLB game 
broadcasts. She is the author of "Don Baylor: Nothing 
But The Truth, a Baseball Life." 
 
The award was created to honor two pioneers in sports 
journalism, Lacy and Smith, African-African 
sportswriters who battled prejudice and were 
instrumental in the desegregation of Major League 
Baseball in 1947 by the Brooklyn Dodgers' Jackie 
Robinson.  

 
"Claire's decorated career 
covering the national 
pastime continues to 
embody the pioneering 
spirit of Sam and 
Wendell, who opened 
doors with their talents, 
character and passion for 
chronicling our game," 
baseball commissioner 
Bud Selig said. "It is fitting 
that Claire, who has been 
a remarkable example for 
both her fellow journalists 
and those who aspire to 
report on baseball, will 

receive this wonderful recognition."  
 
Download your Jerry Malloy Conference PDF files for: 
$2,500 Scholarships: Deadline is March 24th  
http://www.larrylester42.com/uploads/1/9/5/4/19545937/2014_
scholarships.pdf  
 
$1,000 Library Grants: Deadline is April 7th  
http://www.larrylester42.com/uploads/1/9/5/4/19545937/2014_
library_grant.pdf  
 
Call for Papers: Deadline is March 24th  
http://www.larrylester42.com/uploads/1/9/5/4/19545937/2014_
call_for_papers.pdf  

 

Negro Baseball Leagues Museum 
Finds Home in Owings Mills Library 

altimore County Executive Kevin Kamenetz 
will announce the permanent residence of The 
Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro 

Leagues Baseball, Inc. in the Owings Mills branch of 
the Baltimore County Public Library (BCPL). The new 
$30M facility in the Metro Center also houses the 
Owings Mills campus of the Community College of 
Baltimore County (CCBC) located at 800 South 
Rolling Road, Catonsville, Maryland. 

The Museum, previously operating under the name 
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum of Maryland, Inc., 
had been housed in various temporary locations since 
1996 until the County offered to give it a permanent 
home in the new library. 

Kamenetz will make the official announcement at a 
ceremony and honor the late “Bert” Simmons, who 
played for the legendary Baltimore Elite Giants in the 
1950s.  

“Baltimore County is dedicated to preserving the history 
of African-American baseball,” said Kamenetz. “We are 
honored to share the photographs and artifacts with the 
thousands of folks who will pass through these doors. 
The Negro Leagues Baseball legacy will live on through 
museums, such as we will have here in Owings Mills.” 

Ray Banks, a life-long friend of Simmons and curator is 
gratified to have the new site for the approximately 
1,000 artifacts presently in the Museum. Audrey 
Simmons, Bert’s widow and executive director of the 
Museum, will be in attendance at the ceremony. 

The Museum is scheduled to open in the spring of 2014 
– just in time for “Opening Day. 
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Dugout Reading . . . . . 
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Baseball State by State: Major and Negro 
League Players, Ballparks, Museum and 
Historical Sites by Chris Jensen. Offering a 
fresh approach to the familiar concept of all-time 
baseball teams, this exhaustive work ranks more 

than 2,500 players 
by state of birth and 
includes both major 
league and Negro 
League athletes. 
Each chapter covers 
one state and opens 
with the all-time 
team, naming a top 
selection for each 
position followed by 
honorable mentions.  
 
Also included are all-
time leaders in nine 
categories - games, 
hits, average, RBIs, 

home runs, stolen bases, pitching wins, 
strikeouts and saves - a brief overview of the 
state's baseball history, notable players of 
achievements, historic baseball places to see, 
potential future stars, a complete list of player 
nicknames, and the state's all-time best player. 
 
A member of SABR, Jensen regularly contributes 
baseball articles to www.Seamheads.com  and 
has been published in Elysian Fields Quarterly 
and the Yankees 2011 Annual Yearbook.  
 
Baseball America claimed, "It’s the kind of book 
you could open to any page and learn 10 
fascinating things." Contact the author for a 
signed copy at: chris.jensen81@hotmail.com 
 

Negro League Baseball Collectibles Guide 
by Philip Garry III. Garry has done it again! 
The avid Hall-of-Fame Rookie Card collector and 
researcher has now compiled the most 
comprehensive compendium to date about Negro 
League collectibles.  
 
Phil's extensive multiyear project has provided 
knowledge and reference data about vintage 
Negro League baseball collectibles that has 
heretofore been virtually non-existent in any 
published format.  
   

In organizing the guide, Garry first set out to 
identify every "significant" Negro Leaguer from 
the late 19th century through the early 1950's. 
In doing so, he first reviewed biographies of over 
5,000 Negro Leaguers. From these biographies, a 
list of nearly 400 individuals were deemed to be 
"significant" enough to be included in the guide. 
Images for these players were then gathered and 
presented in the guide in two major sections.  
   
The first section focuses on baseball cards which 
are part of previously catalogued sets. Because 
of the popularity of these players outside the 
United States, all of these cards are from sets 
produced by sponsors in outside the US such as 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Mexico. 
   
The cards pictured in 
Section I are 
arranged in 
alphabetical order of 
player's last name. 
All player's deemed 
to be "significant" to 
the history of Negro 
League Baseball 
have been included.  
   
Section II of the 
Guide features Negro 
League collectibles 
not included in 
baseball card sets 
presented in Section I. Presented in approximate 
chronological order, it includes photos (both team 
and individual players), cabinet cards, premiums, 
broadsides, postcards, albums, yearbooks, 
programs, uncut sheets and other collectibles. 
For those items that picture teams or multiple 
players, every individual deemed to be 
"significant" is identified by name. 
   
A brief Section III is also provided which includes 
East-West All-Star game programs and ticket 
stubs. As Garry points out, the annual East-West 
All-Star Games played from 1933 through 1950 
were far grander and more significant than the 
sporadically played Negro League World Series.  
 
Three appendices are also included in the volume 
along with a comprehensive index of all players.  
   
The "Negro League Baseball Collectibles 
Guide" can be ordered directly from the author 
at: 3100 Stevens Rd, Apt 3124, Wallington, NJ 
07057. He can be contacted at 
vguerrerobb@yahoo.com. 

http://www.seamheads.com/
mailto:chris.jensen81@hotmail.com
mailto:chris.jensen81@hotmail.com
mailto:vguerrerobb@yahoo.com
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The First Female Negro 
Leagues Owner - Olivia 
Taylor by Ryan Whirty 
 

n 2006, the Baseball Hall of Fame’s 
Negro Leagues Committee selected 
Newark Eagles’ owner Effa Manley for 
induction into the hallowed hardball 

shrine, making Manley the first and so far 
only female elected to the Hall. 
 But more than a decade before Effa Manley 
piloted the Eagles, Olivia Taylor took over ownership of 
the Indianapolis ABC's after the sudden death of her 
husband, C.I. Taylor, a beloved pillar of the nascent 
Negro National League. In addition, after her tenure as 
ABC's owner, Taylor became a leader in the NAACP 
Indianapolis chapter, which hosted national conferences 
in the Circle City. 
 “Olivia was a fearless woman, cut in the mold of 
Madame CJ Walker,” says Negro Leagues researcher 
Paul Debono, who authored a book about the ABC's. 
“Olivia has been overlooked in local lore,” Debono adds. 
“Her role in local baseball history has been mostly 
unknown, underestimated and forgotten.” 
 The idea of honoring Taylor through the grave 
marker project was raised by the NLBGMP’s founder 
and director, Jeremy Krock, who says the entire 
process of placing a headstone — historical research, 
fundraising, and design and creation of the marker — 
usually takes about six months to a year or more and 
costs roughly $1,000. Donations are gathered through 
the grave marker project’s sponsoring partner, the 
Society for American Baseball Research, at 
https://sabr.site-ym.com/donations/donate.asp?id=6148 

 Krock set about finding a fundraising partner for 
the Taylor project and found one in the Virginia-based 
Center for African American Genealogical Research, 
which jumped at the chance to help honor Olivia Taylor’s 
groundbreaking work.  
 “Anything we can do to preserve history, we go 
for it,” says CAAGRI President and CEO Paula 
Royster. “That’s especially true of cemeteries, which for 
a lot of us are the last line of descent." 

 “Olivia Taylor does not get the credit she 
deserves,” Royster adds. “It seems to me that we should 
honor her with the last full measure and give her dignity 
in death.” 
 The tale of Olivia Taylor is at once inspiring and 
tragic, astounding and saddening. In many ways, Negro 
Leagues experts say, she was ahead of her time and 
paved the way for more celebrated female baseball 
owners like Effa Manley. 
 On April 24, 1935, Olivia Taylor’s story came to 
an end when she died suddenly at the age of roughly 50. 
However, exactly where she passed away is clouded in 
mystery. Modern Negro Leagues historians believe she 
died in Birmingham on a trip home to see her family, but 
a report in the April 27, 1935, Chicago Defender 
asserts that  she died at her Indianapolis home at 434 N. 
California Street. 
 That same Defender reported asserted that 
Taylor “has been active in baseball since her husband’s 
death” and “had planned for another team for the 
present [1935] season but was forced out of the picture 
when illness set in.” 
 Olivia was buried in the same plot in Crown Hill 
Cemetery as her husband. However, where the baseball 
community managed to raise funds for a headstone for 
C.I. in 1922, there was no such effort for his widow, who 
was interred in an unmarked grave. 
 “Olivia emblemized the hard-working spirit of 
black women at that time,” Debono says. “She was 
smart and humble. I don't think Olivia really needed or 
expected the attention of the larger community, but 
apparently she had the respect of her peers.” 
 Royster, the head of CAAGRI, the group largely 
responsible for raising the necessary funds for Olivia’s 
marker, says her organization hopes to continue 
uncovering the details of Olivia life’s and bring her 
contribution to history to light, a process that will begin to 
be rectified with the long-overdue placement of a 
headstone. 
 “It just seems to me very shameful that, when 
you talk about women’s empowerment and achievement 
in history, [Taylor] is glossed over by history,” Royster 
says. “But she saw a need to serve the community, and 
hers is the best of examples of how a woman can make 
it in a man’s world.” 
 
To view a list of grave sites that need funding, go to: 
http://www.larrylester42.com/krock-watch.html  
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Sunrises! 
SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY CARD. 
DECEMBER 
  2ND  - HENRY ELMORE - 72 
  3RD -  BILL HAYDEN - 89 
  4TH – TED TOLES, JR. - 88 
  6TH – BILL LITTLE - 79 
  7TH – ENRIQUE MAROTO - 81 
  9TH – CLIFFORD "QUACK" BROWN – 83 
14TH - HENRY SAVERSON - 84 
16TH – JOE MARBURY - 75 
20TH – MALHON DUCKETT - 91 
21ST – CHARLES WELLS – 82, PAUL CASANOVA – 72 
23RD – MAYNARD JORDAN - 85 
25TH  – JOHN MITCHELL - 76 
26TH – ORLANDO O’FARRILL – 91, REGGIE HOWARD 79 
27TH  – JIM COBBIN - 79 
 
JANUARY 
  8TH – DAVEY WHITNEY - 84 
  9TH – FRANK MARSH – 83 
21ST – PORTER REED – 91, JIM ROBINSON - 84 
26TH – RON TEASLEY – 87 
27TH – SAM TAYLOR – 85 
28TH – TOMMY TAYLOR – 76 
30TH  – LONNIE HARRIS – 83 
31ST  – ERNIE BANKS - 83 
 
FEBRUARY 
  4TH – ERNIE NIMMONS – 84 
  5TH – HANK AARON - 80 
  9TH – MIKE HOULEMARD - 81 
12TH – BILL DUMPSON - 84 
20TH – WALTER MCCOY - 91 
23RD – WILLIE SHEELOR - 86 
25TH – MONTE IRVIN - 95 
 

 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 
Larry Lester Co-chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
Dick Clark Co-chair,Tstearnes@comcast.net  
 
The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 
Society for American Baseball Research (SABR); in 
March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, 
submissions and research requests can be sent to Larry 
Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  
 
To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 
SABR by clicking here. For more information about 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.        
Copyright © 2014 SABR.  All Rights Reserved 
================================== 

Sunsets . . . .  
WARREN G. "DADD" O'NEIL, 95, died June 
14, 2013, at Highland Hospital in Rochester, New 
York. The younger brother of Buck O'Neil was a 
catcher, from 1944 to 1947 with the Jacksonville 
Red Caps, Nashville Black Vols, and the Detroit 
Wolves. 
 
MARVIN DANIEL PRICE, 81, of Chicago, IL, died 
July 21, 2013, after a long battle with Alzheimer's 
disease. Known as "The Thumper," Price played 
first base for the Chicago American Giants, New 
Orleans Eagles, Memphis Red Sox, and the 
Cleveland Buckeyes from 1950-52, and 1956.   
 

OTHA WILLIAM 
BAILEY, 83, died 
September 17, 2013, in 
Birmingham, Alabama.  
The native of 
Huntsville, Alabama, 
known as "Li'l Catch," 
was a backstop for the 
Birmingham Black 
Barons Chattanooga 
Choo-Choos, 
Cleveland Buckeyes, 
Houston Eagles and 

the New Orleans Eagles, from 1949 to 1959. He 
was interred at Elmwood Cemetery in Birmingham.  
 
CLIFFORD JOE DUBOSE, SR., 76, died 
October 2, 2013, in Montevallo, Alabama.  DuBose 
was utility player for the 1959 Memphis Red Sox. 
He was interred at Montevallo City Cemetery.  
 
CLARENCE TURNER, 82, 
died October 20, 2013, in 
Chicago, IL. Turner was a 
pitcher for the 1951-53 
Indianapolis Clowns and a 
legendary boys basketball 
coach in New Jersey. 
Turner's Camden High 
School basketball team won 
775 games, 22 South Jersey 
sectional titles and seven 
state titles.  
 
Former University of Tennessee coach Wade 
Houston, recruited former Camden stars Milt 
Wagner, Billy Thompson and Kevin Walls for 
Denny Crum's 1985-86 Louisville Cardinals 
national champions.  
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