@ SABR - NEGRO LEAGUES COMMITTEE NEWSLET
June 1995

Editor: Dick Clark. 1080 Hull St. Ypsila:
Telephone Number: (313) 487-5273

**Denotes items avdl{55¢°'¥S;W§K§§“D¢ﬁas~ 5t

postage ( Usually 1 stamp/4 pages. )

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

Another long-time friend has lefft us %o icln his maker . Normal

. t &k
"Tweed" Webb passed on April 27th in St.iouis. Tweed was a long—tLims SABR
ag on

member and a valued NLC COﬂtYlbLtOYu He was a Negro Le es historian long

ue
before others. We’re most thankful for his many contributi

This newsletter reflects the worthy contributions of the following
Luls Alvelo. Davis Barker, Todd Bolton, Frederick Ivor-Campbell, Ed
Cesarone, Laura Cortner, Paul DeBono, Robsert Eisen, Tom qArYett Daryl
Grigsly, Leslie Heaphy. Bob Hieronimus, Bob Hoie. Larry Hogan, John Holway .
Merl Kleinknecht, Dirk Knemever. Neil Lanctot, Joe Lee, Larry Lester . Jerry
Malloy, Gary Maurer, Ralph Mava. John McCormack. Andy McCue. Joe Mltchelln
ero. Ly.ie

Jim Overmyer, Bill Plott, Brad Sullivan. Greg Truitt, Eduardo val
Wilson, Ralph Winnie., and Tweed Webb.

NEGRO LEAGUERS AND THE HALL OF FAME

SMOKEY JOE WILLIAMS IS THE NLC'S CHOICE FOR COOPERSTOWN

_Joe Willidms is the candidate the NLC will promote in the (996
Veterans Committee vote. UWe may conduct another vote after his selection.
Williams received 23 first place votes out of 37 with Bullef JIoe Rogar
getting 7 first place votes. 13 points were awarded for first nlace down
to 1 point for thirteeth place in the voting. & xxlpg list owc the folke
who wvoted (but not how they voted) is available. The NL o F ﬂhﬁ?ce

is: Williams., Rogan, Willie Wells. Turkey Stearnes., Riz N
Suttles. Willie Foster, Dick Redding. Dick Lundy. Louis t
Brewer , Ray Brown. and Sammy T. Hucghes. & majority of esged
bewilderment at why the following deserving people were tist
Jonn Reckwith. Willard Brown, Bill 8vrd, iv Cooner, s
Mendez . Cum Posey, Ted Radcliffe, Hilton =
Torriente., J.L. Wilkinson, and Nip Winters n
individual in the missing group went to Jud Wilson. thinkineg
nast Hall of Fame selections have besen inacdequase “hat

;
the Hall of Fame w'Ll never give the Negro

I’m pleased with the responses T received froam fol
Fame wvoting. althrough. I’m rather surprised that more
in., It occurs to me we may be able to veduce newsletter
nonpartLCLDatlng members and readers.

We sincerely appreciate Or Rob and Zor Hievonimus sendinag uz the video
which includes over 40 news stories of i_eon Dav’s election o the Hall of
Fame. The videt also covers the funeral and the news stories of nis deatn.
Write to Bob at PO Box 648 Owings Mills. MD 21117 (410) 3%6-62146 about how

timee gy

to murchase Negro Lesague items which benefit the plavers ard
Day Estate. He has many autographed Day items

Louls Fields iz lining ur a bus trip to Cooperstown for ison’'s
induction on July 30th. Contact him at TSF Tours 10 E. Les 3t Raltimors
MD 21202, (410) 783-54649 .

A few more articles on Leon. RAGTYME QDUD.S May . 1998 "L=20n Day Dies

ust Davs AfTter HOF Flechtion.” XxXZpo. SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINEDR  "MHall of
Fame wait conrtinues to be too long Ffor Noars eacue Stars,” wrioo,



NEGRO LEAGUES COMMITTESZ PURLICATION

Mike Bergantino has firished researching oortfarg | o mieoo., and
Seattle papers for the lest Coast RBasehszl!l. associatiorn. iLyvle Wilseon
researched other Seatrtle mapers and ae 2 vesyuls | tia Cesitla Maviners A
gignificant information, on the Steeslheacs. for theivy tyvipuotae o the Negyo
Leagues. Mike will have thig all done soorn s hore a tooive avticle o
paper will follow.

Gary Maurer passed along material from tha <7 Dol Q! ooohis

Brad Sullivan sent more coverage of Tiesveland and Saul celonon of
JIndianapolis. ~

Joe Mitchell and Gregg Truitt sent come copies of clircings on Judy

Johnson. T

Quincy BRarbee, Alfonso Gerard, Hubert Simmons are among new plavers
that have been found.

We finally got some local Michigan publicity. &NN ARBOR NEWS B—-14-94% .
"Book gives box score on Negro Leagues lore," xx1lpg. Also "Long Gone"
*%1pg on THE NEGRO LEAGUES BOOK, and "Surviving playe\'c reveal tale of
discrimination," (Mel Duncan & Larry Williams) xxlpg

Larry has made up a orice list for the avallaoie pictures from the

book. Send for the xx1 page list.

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Judy Johnson Statue Dﬁd‘Cctl on Cevemony took place on anvyii 14,
1995. Todd Bolton, Joe Mitchell, and Greacsg Truitt were amora the many i

(]
attendence with Buck 0’Neil smeaklng. It was a first clase evernt with many
friends and fafily of Judy and 10 Negro Lezguers on hand: Lﬁse-l Awkard
Gene Benson, Rill Cash, Jimmy Dean, Mahlon Duckett, Too Stan ™

o)

Glenn, Larry kimbrough. Buck O’Neil. and Al Wilmore. .

LT

We have the following articles avallzble; AROUT. . . . TIME acnril, 149%
“"The stuff of legends, Judy Johnson is immortalized In Ryonze," *xlpg

THE NEWS JOURNAL, 4-15%-95, "Sun zninss on Johnson Status .|" xxlpg

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER. 4-15-9%, "Honorinag a baseball! great . Judy

Johnson," *%2pp
Photo copy of poster xxlpg. Dedication Ceremony FProgram, +x2po &

Luncheon program, Xxx1lpg .

The NLBPA Autograrh Show was a great time for all. Monte Irv
Buck Leonard couldn’t make it due to illness but most 21! of the £
fellows were there. Todd Bolton was instrumental in gettina Puert
Hall of Famer, Jose Antonio Figueros, Lo veturn to the US for the
time in 54 years. Jose had a great lonq weekend meeting wiith many
friends and former roommate Russell Awkard. We thank Todd and Tom

for passing along information. We have 3 items: *x*1mg News Release . ¥*ing
Career Highlights, and xx1pg Overview of career of Jose Antonio Figueroa.
There is also a limited supply of the pamplet REISBOL BEHIND THE VEIL .

Unfortunately, the next event will have occured by the time thhis
newsletter .reaches vou. June 4th the 23rd annual Luncheon  Inducting
honorees into The Bob Douglas Hall of Fame was held in New York City.
Larry Doby was the baseball honoree. Monte Irvin and Gene Benson have heen
past honorees.

Upcoming Major League events are: The Detroit Tigers will pay tributie
to the Negro Leagues on July 8th. July 30th, will be Kansas City Monar(
Cap Day. June 16th in Oakland, a Negro Leagues 75th Anniversary R
Celebration will be held. august é6th A Tribute to The Negro Leagues, in

the

~San Francisco is planned.
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In Seattle on September 9th, there will be a Micresoft Salute fo The
Negro Leagues, Turn Back The Clock Night. The visiting Rovals will wear
Monarchs uniforms and Seattle will have Seattle Sppelheads uniforme. Jerry
Cohen of Ebbet’s Field Flannels is providing the remlicas. Mike i
Rergantino, Ed Cesarone, Lyle Wilson, and Ralph Winrie are mroviding
valuable information to the Mariners. :

COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS ' B : -

st . andrew

_ Several other men passed recently. Fuzzy Walton died May ist
Hudson passed on April 5th in Kansas City xx1pg cbit from KAMSAS CITY STaAR
-4-8-95 . Simon Banks SR xx1pg obit from THE CaALL AND POST of 5-4-9 Lerov
Harris died on March 2ilst *x 1pg oQpit from THE BUFFALO NEWS. Sylvester
Snead has also died. We have a *x1ipg obit from SCD 6-9-9% on Woody
Smallwood. Finally, a xxipg obit on Tweed Webb and x*2pp copy of the
funeral program. Larry Lester attended. UWe know little of some of th=e
above people; please pass along any data you may have on fhem.-
Gary Maurer reports that the St. Paul Saints (Northern League) will
have three separate "Tributes to the Negro Leagues" this summer on 6/19,
7714, and 8/22. : ' . .
“Salute to The Buckeves® will be held in Cleveland on June 1é6th,
unfortunately during the SABR Convention. :
Renee Bolden, Sgt 1st Class, 40 vears old, died in the Oklazhoma Citvy
bombing. She is the daughter of Jim "Fireball" Bolden. :
The annual Negro Leagues Committee Report is awvaila
The recent NATIONAL PASTIME was another excesllent &
-
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o
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=
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BR publicationr.
e

Hats off to Mark Alvarez. Five articles had some ties Lo The Negro L2acues

Be sure to check them out: The 25th Infantry Regiment kes Ths Field hy
~~, Jerry Malloy; “Jackie Robinson'and the 1941 Honoululu Bear=z; More Negro
/) Leaguers for the Hall of Fame by John Holway; Philadelphia’s Pythians:

- and Building a Champion by Merl Kleinknecht.

-

Congratulations to Larry Doby umon being named Special assistant to

American League President, Gene Rudig.

The Discover Greatness Exhibit of the NLBM is currently 1In ML, Vernon
Ii., at the Mitchell Museum, until July 23rd. It will go teo the St. Louls
Historical Society from August 13th through Novembevr 24, 19395,

The New Haven (CT) Ravens are planning to honor Negro Leaguers later
this year. : .

Many Negro League items will be available in Leland’s Hebby Auction
XVI, Friday June 16, 1995, xxlpg list. )

Many Negro Leaguers autographed items in St. Louis, June 3rd % 4th.
Chicagoland’s Summer Sports Collectors Convention will have Sam Jethroe

a

Bobby Robinson, Double Duty Radcliffe, Lester Lockett, 3 o
sign June 9-11., 1995. Buck 0’Nell will be signing Iin o v
16th at the KC Sports Collectors Convertion.

In Eduarde Valero’s latest Latin american Committes Newslashter he
a terrific x*¥2pp listing of all American Players That Pariicicated In
Winter Leagues in Cuba, 1872-1932. Thanks Eduardo!
NEGRO LEAGUES RELATED ARTICLES

From the KANSAS CITY STAR $Special Section "Soul Surviwvers: The Naagro
Leagues Celebrate 75 Years," 4-29-95 xx13o0 for all. Articles include:
Larry Lester’s Five Greatest Teams in Negro ' kRT0 SoUl

League H.story
!

1 of Famers, ¥%2o0:

Survivors. xx1pg: The Kansas City Monarchs, x®4pp; Ha
Discover Gresatness, Xxx1lbg.
CLEVELAND FREE TIMES, 2-22-95 "Some Negro League Guy

xklog .
THE BALTIMORE SUN 4-22-95, "Jethroe seeks legal victory in bid for
baseball pension," *xxlpg ‘



ORLANDQO SENTINAL . anr il 1995 | "bar w T lmewy foologacd oy bay s
Baseball in Florida." xxlpg ‘

SCD, é€-2-95, Baseball ou
studied at Hofstra Universit

SCD, 11-20-92, "an intey

THE PROVIDENCE SUNDAY T a ,
crack at the future.. .. .and misse (R =0 Yo 2
“Johnson’s fans recall ’vou've never seen snything like Tocw " FH¥IDa

Bill Plott’s latest Where Aveé They Now Featurs from The B7EMTNGHAM
NEWS 5~7-95 1s "Wiley Grigas was 3 vrookie on onre of the Necrn L 2 et
teams.," x%2pD

LIFE TIMES (Published by Blue Zross) éoril, 19975, "“hev olaved for the

lo ve of the game," *x¥x2pp.

SCD, 5-5-9&5, "Willie Pore was the Dy ¥ of ¢t

"“Robinson’s birthplace Jjust a fading memory
ELEGRAPH .

QUANTUM, Apryil, 1998, xxioa, "Tribits to L aorn Tay O

Volume 2 Number §, April/May 1995 SUEET SPROT, “Coopnevsiown [imal
5 p l P, L7 - T ol A Y H . A R

sees the light of Leon Day," *x¥2pp
x¥1pg from SCD, "Spotlight on Black Rasehall" {Trentor NI ayxhibit)
THE SPORTING NEWS, 2-8-854, "Negro Lezgue erz fading with bhreakur of

Monarchs, " xxipg )
SCD, 6~9-9%5, "Children come first for Megro Leaguer Starley Glarnr

XKX2DD .
SCD 6-16-95, "Former Negro Leaguer 'Ria Train’® Dudley subbed for Cammw
and managed Bobo Brazil," *x2po.

CURRENT AND FUTURE INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS
Jlm Ovnrmyer will be giving a paper at the Cooperstowr symposiuvm o
Jurne 7th. "The Meaning of the Negro Leagues”". You can gst a cony Frome
for $2 (to cover copving and mailing). Jim also has available copies of
his terrific book EFFA MANLEY AND THE NEWARK EAGLES for &4 nostpaid. Hig
address is 7 Fairview Ave. Lenox, MA 01240.
Ralph Maya is srearheading the drive to e=ta

in Miami for Cuban Raseball.
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. Dirk Knemeyer, PO Box 351571 Toledo, OH 42&2ZE=1E73 1o comeilina inf.
for a Oscar har‘esvon biliography and seeks any Intevesting tidbhite on

Charleston. Please see if you can ascsi

Daryl Grigsby is workirng on a book
Reseball League History.

John McCormack seeks documentation on the games betuw
Leaguers and Negro Leaguers. Contact me if you have «am
and 1’11 pass them along.

Gary Maurer is sseking information on the comnaries that made the

buses used by Negro League teams and ary nossible exiztercs nf same
Linda Hamblin Denton, an anchor at KEHR-TY in Kargzs Tity is workina
on African-American Women who played in the Neagro Leagues.

THE MARKETPLACE

Everyone should get SOL WHITE'®S HISTORY OF COLORED BASE EAL!' WITH
OTHER DOCUMENTS ON THE EARLY BLACK GAME, 1386-1334. Jerry Mallov’s 40 paces
introduction is worth the "price of admission” The pictures and text are
clear and very readable. It has 16 additional apDendices. Excellently/»w
done, a must for all librariese, highly recommended. : )

I have not had a chance to read David Zang’s FLEET WALKER?®S DIVIDED
MEART, nor another new entry PRIDE: THE CHARLEY PRIDE STORY, an
autobiography in which his Negro League career is covered. The Charlasy
Pride book sells for $20. EQRLY INNINGS: & DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF
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ASEBALL, 1825-1908 by Deanr Sullivan, ard from University of Nebraska
Press, has 10 references to Black Baseball! of this period covering 20
Pages. You should check this out. INVISIRLE MEN: L N 2 ~ 'S NEGRO
LEAGUES, by Donn Rogosin has been reissued by Kodans G
avalilable in stores.

The new McFarland Raseball Catalog iz out. ¥¥2mn of honks af rtaevest
to Negro League enthusiasts. (if you didr’t get yours)
3

Book review on David Zang’s FLEET WalLKER. . ... .
BALTIMORE SUN. BOOK WORLD 4*30 35 reviews of four

FLEET WALKER, I NEVER HeD IT DF {yeprint} and Ribo
INDIANARPOLTS STAR 4-9-95 reviaw of Jim Rilay’s RUCK .
GEHRIG, **199. From SCD 5-24-9%, Richard Millar’e
and Fleet Walker tomes. ¥x1pg OLDTYME BASERALL NEUS -
'z"' THE MEN AND TIMES OF THE NEGRT ! ’"N"”F

hook review of LEAGUES APAR
(geared to young readers), also, BOOK WORLD 4-2-95, x%xipqg. Ths Marach, 9o
THE DIAMOND ANGLE has reviews of THE NEGEQ LEAGUES ROOK kxima A Al wkloa,
In the issue is a review of John Holway’'s BLACK BALL STARS. ¥x1nag a=d also
"Above The White Foul Lines," by Larry Lester *xxipg.

Quality Autogramhs, *xxlpg AD

- "Cuban Baseball Cards Produced by Canadian," SCD 5-5-9E,

Match 1/New World Creation is a new maker of wearable Megro League
merchandise. X '

MTed Williams Card Co. out of business

"Ted Williams Card Co. goes down swinging." SOD S—12-9% x4

*x1pg AD for Negro ieaau ¥+ 1o AD for Hell of Fame

" {:..’:D ’\_“A--C): e e

. .
e Lithrograrnn &

Autographs. . .
SCD &-12-8E, "Particirating Mchonalde ' offaring Nezare
Finally., let’z discuss the {(quln!) & ¢ HISTORY
’-E‘\CU’:S 1884-1955 by Marik ommmammi—mt
ouUr worst fears, a hatchet Job mass market :
else’s work and puts his own touchk te it wi
and quotes. I have asked Neil to write = -
The NLC should do sveryvthing nossible to s
bhecome the abcepted ver=iorn. This (s arra
publisher and "writer". I will not spend
sent a copy will certainly review it WHS
FINAL REMARKS ) .
The next newsletter will be August’s ; Loiteme to ome
before the last week of July See you in X
The updated NLC addrese ligt is anclozed “ar memhers LBt e Krow oF
any changes., I dicd it and mace copies prior to Tuweed’s massing -






