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GEORGE DAVIS AND JOHN MONTGOMERY WARD
By DAVE STEVENS

   IN MY RESEARCH FOR BASEBALL'S RADICAL FOR ALL SEASONS, the first biography of John Montgomery Ward, I found
that during George Davis' brilliant career, Ward was his biggest booster. At various times, Ward was his attorney, manager, teammate,
and defender as a sports columnist.
   Ward infuriated many New York Giants fans when he traded catcher Buck Ewing, considered at the time the best player of the
nineteenth century, for Davis, a 22-year-old utility man, who had hit just .241 and fielded poorly for Cleveland in 1892. But many
Cleveland fans and writers prized Davis' smooth fielding and cannon arm. Within two years, Davis led the Giants from eighth place to
the 1894 Temple Cup championship.
   John Ward recommended Davis to replace him as manager
of the Giants, though Davis was a mere 24 years old. Maybe
the orphaned Handsome Johnnie saw a lot of himself in
Gorgeous George. Both were slick-fielding shortstops and fast
switch hitters who each stole over 500 bases. When Davis
joined the Giants, he grew a similar mustache to Ward, which
made the two heartthrobs hard to tell apart
   Davis was outspoken as the Giants' skipper, which riled
Andrew Freedman, probably the most tyrannical owner in
sports history. Ward defended Davis' managerial prowess in
his newspaper column, but Freedman fired Davis as manager,
though he continued as a Giant player. When asked about the
signals used by one of his (endless) successors as manager,
Davis retorted: "The only signs used from the Giants' bench
last summer were ones of desperation." His quick wit seems to
have turned to cynicism, and he was accused of backstabbing
Buck Ewing when Ewing became Giants' skipper.
   Davis defected to the newly major American League in
1901, and Ward drafted an ironclad contract for him with the
Chicago White Sox. But Ward's strong advocacy for Davis in
the AL/NL war cost Ward dearly, as American League
founder Ban Johnson became his sworn enemy. Johnson
blocked Ward from becoming National League president in
1909, and eventually Ward was forced to sue Johnson for
libel. Ward won his suit, in which Davis figured prominently.
Both Davis and Ward wrote their own newspaper articles, and
some fellow players and reporters shunned them.
   Both men were boxing fans and animal lovers. Davis'
beloved terrier, Prince, was one of the first White Sox
mascots. Davis beamed as his pet scampered in his "4 White
Stockings" at spring training in 1902. Though ill, Davis led the
Hitless Wonders over the heavily favored Cubs in the 1906
World Series. Ward and Davis were among the best-
conditioned athletes. In the winter, Davis would run on the
beach in Brooklyn's Sheepshead Bay to keep in peak form.
   While Davis lived the last 22 years of his life in obscurity,
Ward was pinned in the spotlight as the players' rights
advocate, a champion golfer, and the owner who named
Boston's National League team the Braves.

   But Davis' career off the field seems to have fizzled. Ward
lived out a comfortable life on an estate on Long Island,
travelling around the world to golf and hunt with his much
younger bride. Davis failed as a minor league manager and as
a college coach, eventually falling into physical and mental
collapse. Ward, however, in the two months before he died at
age 65, went hunting in Georgia, gave a controversial speech
at the National League's forty-ninth anniversary celebration in
New York, attended a banquet featuring Will Rogers, and won
a golf tournament in the Bahamas. Both Ward and Davis
apparently died childless.
   Ward, a nineteenth century star shunned by baseball's
conservative establishment, was not elected to the Hall until
1964, 39 years after his death. Davis' death in 1940 went
unnoted for 28 years, and he was buried near Philadelphia in
an unmarked grave. His election to the Hall of Fame this year,
58 years after his death, lifts him out of obscurity. The
Century Monument Co. of Rensselaer, N.Y., donated a fitting
headstone for his grave, and SABR's George Davis chapter
raised money for its installation at a ceremony September 19.
   For combined speed, power, and fielding ability, the only
shortstop to rate with Davis is Honus Wagner. No shortstop
has ever matched Davis' 1897 stats: a .353 batting average, 65
steals, and a league leading 136 RBIs. But Davis the man
remains an enigma.

Special thanks to BILL LAMB for sharing his research on
Davis.

(Stevens' Baseballs Radical for All Seasons: A Biography of
John Montgomery Ward can be ordered from Scarecrow Press
by phone at 1-800-462-6420. Mailing address: 15200 NBN
Way, P0 Box 191, Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214-0191.)

BOOK REVIEWS

The Cultural Encyclopedia of Baseball. By JONATHAN
FRASER LIGHT. McFarland & Co., Box 611, Jefferson, NC
28640. 1997. 888 pages. Casebound, $75.



Reviewed by DEAN A. SULLIVAN.

   In his forward Tim Wiles, director of research for the
National Baseball Hall of Fame Library, suggests that this
book fulfills his desire for a comprehensive reference book on
baseball. There is no question that this book is comprehensive;
Light claims in an online review that this is the longest non-
statistical book ever written about baseball. After reading the
entire book, and perusing the 76-page index, I will not
question that statement. However, despite its many virtues, the
book falls short of satisfying Wiles's wishes.
   The thousands of entries are listed alphabetically. Every
Hall-of-Famer, commissioner and league president, and other
notables are the subjects of brief biographical essays. Every
major league and National Association team has an entry, as
do many Negro League teams. Light claims that several
nineteenth century amateur clubs have entries as well, but I
didn't see any, aside from the Knickerbockers. The bulk of the
book, however, consists of unusual entries like birthdays, hair,
marriage, eccentrics, football, and personality. Longer entries
begin typically with a succession of quotations referring
(sometimes just barely) to the subject, followed by assorted
snippets of information gleaned from the over l000 books
Light examined in his research. Some entries include lengthy
lists of players whose names or nicknames correspond to the
subject (e.g. Personality: Tim Gladd, Rick Sweet ...), which I
found extremely irritating.
   Members of our committee will be pleased to learn that the
nineteenth century has received extensive coverage in the
book. Entries on the Midwest Baseball Association (1865) and
the Base Ball Reporters Association of America (1887-1890)
were unexpected. Many of the longer entries include
information on pre-1900 baseball. Unfortunately, this
information often was not filly incorporated into the text. For
instance, the 1899 Cleveland Spiders and the 1890 Pittsburgh
Alleghenys were mentioned under Losing Streaks, but were
not included in the list of longest NL losing streaks, the
Louisville Eclipse 26-game streak (1889) is not mentioned
here, but is noted under the team entry two pages later. No
nineteenth century pennant races are listed among the most
exciting, although several are described earlier in the essay.
The Managers essay notes that Billy Southworth is the only
twentieth century manager with three or more pennants not in
the Hall of Fame; but Frank Selee's five pennants are ignored.
   Given the vast number of entries, almost every conceivable
subject is covered, but I found a few which students of the
nineteenth century game would like to have seen. While the
Reach and Spalding guides are covered, the DeWitt and
Beadles guides are not. Francis Richter is included, but O.P.
Caylor, Charles Peverelly, and Jacob Morse aren't-though they
are mentioned elsewhere in the text. Light treats teams which
switched leagues as different franchises, often without
mentioning the transfer. The only mistake on the nineteenth
century game I saw was a misspelling of Louisville owner
Walter Haldeman's name.
   Due to the cost of the book, I hesitate to describe the
Cultural Encyclopedia as a book every serious fan should
purchase. Nevertheless, I advise you to persuade your local
library to obtain it. It will give YOU countless hours of
enjoyment, interrupted only occasionally by disappointment.

The Great Encyclopedia of 19th Century Major League
Baseball. By DAVID NEMEC. Donald I. Fine Books, 375
Hudson St.. New York, N.Y. 10014. 1997. xi+852 pages.
Cloth, $49.95.

Reviewed by DEAN A. SULLIVAN.

   There can be no member of this committee who has not read
at least one David Nemec book. With this in mind I state
categorically that the Encyclopedia is his finest book to date,
and his most comprehensive by far. Following the example set
by the editors of Total Baseball, Nemec has created an
encyclopedia in it truest sense by combining statistical data
with historical text.
   Yet my first thought upon opening the book was why such a
book was necessary. After all, both major encyclopedias have
ample statistical coverage of the nineteenth century, and the
history has been covered by Seymour, Voigt, et al. However,
Nemec's engaging style coupled with his unparalleled research
have produced a reference source all of us should have.
   Each season is covered in a brief chapter, complete with
numerous pictures and sidebars. The statistical section
includes the final standings, a matchup chart, season leaders in
batting, fielding and pitching, and team statistics (featuring
team rosters). The second part of the book lists career statistics
through 1900 for all players arranged by position, followed by
manager and umpire rosters, and career and seasonal leaders
for the era.
   It is difficult to review any book of this size, especially one
with so many statistics. However, I do have a few questions.
In the 1876 chapter, Nemec explains that Hartford, with 47
wins, was considered the second-place team over third-place
St. Louis (45 wins), even though St. Louis had a higher
winning percentage, yet in the teams section, listed in order of
finish, St. Louis appears before Hartford.
   Okay, that was a picky example. More important, especially
to purists, is the problem posed by Nemec's inconsistent
adherence to the design of the Encyclopedia. In his
introduction Nemec notes that the book "is designed as if it
had been compiled at the turn of the century." For instance,
career statistics are given only through 1900, in order to force
readers to consider how their turn-of-the-century counterparts
would have judged the players of their era. However, Nemec
not only includes recreated or non-existent nineteenth century
stats like RBIs and saves, but ignores the 1876 and 1887 rules
regarding the scoring of walks as outs (1876) or hits (1887).
While few of us would question the correction of past
mistakes in record keeping or arithmetic, some might consider
Nemec's failure to respect the rules (however bizarre)
observed by his subjects disrespectful. I choose to believe that
Nemec opted to make his book as user- (and non-specialist-)
friendly as possible by standardizing these and perhaps other
statistics.
   I strongly recommend Nemec's book to all members of the
committee.

From Cartwright to Shoeless Joe: The Warwick Compendium
of Early Baseball. Compiled and edited by RON
MCCULLOCH. Warwick Publishers, Toronto (distributed by
Firefly Books Ltd., P0 Box 1338, Ellicott Sta., Buffalo, NY
14205). 1998. 380 pages. $24.95.



Reviewed by DEAN A. SULUVAN.

   Although well-intentioned and affordably priced, this
sloppily edited volume is far from an essential purchase. The
book does have some interesting information, such as the
head-to-head annual record of top amateur teams from 1855-
1866 (though not their overall records-when will somebody
compile these?). McCulloch has many of the statistics
included in Nemec's superior book, coupled with lengthy
biographical and team history sections. Many pictures and box
scores are included.
   These virtues are overshadowed by the book's numerous
mistakes and inconsistencies. The names of nineteenth century
notables Jake Beckley, Charles Comiskey and Marge Schott
(mentioned at least twice) are consistently misspelled. Cap
Anson is represented only by his pitching statistics, while
Adonis Terry's pitching record is missing. McCulloch declares
June 19, 1846, to be "the day baseball was born," in spite of
evidence that baseball was played prior to the organization of
the Knickerbockers in September, 1845. Jack Chapman, not
Bob Ferguson, is credited with the nickname "Death to Flying
Things" The author combines histories of different teams with
the same name (1884 UA and 1890 PL Boston Reds) and
separates the histories of franchises which switched leagues.
No statistics of managers are included, and NA statistics are
kept separate from "major leagu" figures.
   In short, bypass McCulloch and buy Nemec.

The Red Stockings of Cincinnati: Baseballs First All-
Professional Team. By STEPHEN D. GUSCHOV. McFarland
& Co. 1998. 174 pages. Paper, $24.95.

Reviewed by DARRYL BROCK.
   Author Guschov leads off with a quick survey of baseball
before the advent of the Red Stockings, covers the glory years
in Cincinnati in a straightforward chronology through the
team's disbanding, and wraps up with player bios. It is
probably useful that all this is in one place, and Guschov is to
be commended for assiduously digging through virtually all
material readily available-and some that isn't. He covers the
subject exhaustively, including aspects of the club's
organization and finances that are sometimes neglected. The
book's breezy style makes for an easy if not always engaging
read.
   The trouble is that it's all been done previously-and better-by
others. The pioneer work of Seymour and Voigt on this
subject is infinitely more reliable and scholarly. Greg Rhodes's
and John Erardi's The First Boys of Summer is more original
and entertaining in its handling of exactly the same material.
Guschov relies heavily on these sources, and in fact his text
bristles with footnotes of all sorts. Unfortunately, the result is
an extensive cut-and-paste assemblage which merely repeats
others' findings without offering flesh interpretations or
analyses.
    There are factual errors, too, beginning with the subtitle:
this was not the first all-professional team but rather the first
avowedly pro team to feature player contracts. Niggling,
perhaps, but such things mount up. Guschov has Harry Wright
being offered a spot with the Red Stockings in 1867 and thus
joining a club that featured other standout players such as
pitcher/second baseman Asa Brainard, first baseman Charlie
Gould, and third baseman Fred Waterman. The reality was

that Wright had already starred for the 1866 Cincinnatis, who
weren't yet known as the Red Stockings, Gould still played for
the rival Buckeyes, and Brainard and Waterman didn't arrive
until 1868. Equally aggravating is the incessant use of the
work "cranks" ("as they were known then," Guschov writes,
incorrectly, probably borrowing from Robert Smith's
hyperbolic account of the 1869 Mutual contest), but in fact
that term was unknown in 1869-70 and came into usage only
decades later. Brainard, he states matter of factly, was one of
the first pitchers to effectively master the curveball, an odd,
unsupported assertion out of line with contemporary accounts.
Similarly, Guschov has most shortstops playing close behind
the pitcher, beer, and even whiskey sold at the Red Stockings'
home grounds, players wearing sharpened brass spikes on
their shoes, Brainard showing up for a road trip already
soused, Harry Wright acting as a one-man front office (the
Cincinnati Club officers were extremely hard-working), and
other equally unlikely assertions-none of them footnoted or
otherwise substantiated. The most unforgivable lapse comes
when he accepts Damon Rice (a pseudonym for several
collaborating writers) as an actual person and the fictional
work Seasons Past as a memoir, and cites scenes from it as
historical evidence.
    Guschov's fast-and-loose narrative style poses additional
problems. While some readers may enjoy phrases such as
carmine-hosed hardballers, carmine-clad comeback crew, and
Carmine Clouters (carmine is used at least a dozen times to
refer to the crimson or scarlet of the players' stockings), this
kind of writing seems tome more forced than lively. Worse, in
stretching for rhetorical flourishes, Guschov occasionally
sacrifices accuracy, as in his portrayal of "the dollar-waving
Harry Wright" luring players from other teams, a
characterization at odds with contemporary views of the
gentlemanly Wright, and certainly a distortion of his captain's
role, which did not include handling the club's purse strings.
Another picture of Wright: "The… skipper sighed and closed
his eyes. He fell asleep hoping that this journey into the Big
Apple would be as fruitful as it had been the year before." No
footnote. This is history?
    In sum, as a convenient one-volume treatment of the Red
Stockings in Cincinnati, the book might prove of some value.
As a serious reference, however, it is flawed by its paste-up
nature, its uncritical handling of source material, and its
stylistic excesses.

Baseball Pioneers: Ratings of Nineteenth Century Players. By
CHARLES F. FABER. McFarland & Co. 1997. 148 pages.
Paper, $24.95.
The 1998 Big Bad BaseballAnnual. DON MALCOLM, et al,
editors. Masters Press, 2647 Waterfront Pky., East Dr., Suite
100, Indianapolis IN 46214. 1998. 528 pages. Paper, $19.95.

Reviewed by PETER MORRIS.

   The old saw about the cafeteria where the food is terrible
and portions too small certainly applies to statistical analysis
of nineteenth-century baseball. It is always frustrating to read
a book or see a record listed that explicitly or implicitly
excludes the game's earliest players. But a book like Charles
Faber's Baseball Pioneers serves as a reminder that sometimes
no attention is better than a cursory attempt.



   Baseball Pioneers applies a system Faber used in an earlier
book to determine players' career values. While I have not
read the earlier book, the Faber system, as explained in
Baseball Pioneers, seems extremely crude. Astonishingly, the
only previous work cited by Faber is a fifty-year-old work.
Consequently Faber repeats many of the fallacies which more
recent efforts have exposed. In evaluating batters, he relies far
too much on statistics like runs and RBIs which are dependent
on the strength of a player's teammates. Pitchers are evaluated
solely on their win-loss percentage relative to their team's
when someone else is pitching. Obviously, this rewards a
pitcher if the other pitchers on his staff are weak. Faber does
make an adjustment for the one-man staffs early in the period,
but he essentially ends up crediting pitchers with the team's
win-loss percentage. in addition to being very crude, Faber's
system is loaded down with arbitrary rules. He credits batters,
for instance, with the greater of their runs scored or RBIs, so
that a player with 150 runs scored and 60 RBIs comes out
ahead of one with 140 of each. Players are evaluated on only
their ten best seasons, meaning that a player with more than
ten good seasons receives no credit for the additional seasons.
A fielder who does not play at least half a team's games at one
position receives no fielding rating at all-King Kelly had at
least three fill seasons where he played fill-time without
qualifying for a rating. Faber does normalize performance to
the season, but the adjustment he makes is gross, rather than
relative. Faber's system appears to be geared more toward ease
of calculation than the nuances of statistical analysis.
   The flaws in Faber's methodology are magnified by the
difficulty of applying any system to the peripatetic nature of
the game in the last century. So many of the factors which are
constants in the twentieth century were variables before 1900.
Constant changes in the number and strength of leagues, the
number of teams, number of games per season, the equipment,
the rules (particularly those restricting the pitcher's delivery),
unavailability of statistics and the dimensions of ballparks turn
an already difficult task into a most daunting one.
Unfortunately, Faber responds to all these issues by blithely
ignoring them. He disregards the National Association
altogether, thereby losing five years of data of a league which
had a much higher proportion of the game's best players than
did most of the ones which followed it. Baseball Pioneers
should be avoided.
   Much more encouraging are the two essays on the
nineteenth century in The 1998 Big Bad Baseball Annual.
David Nemec contributes an insightful analysis of the reasons
for and extent of the offensive explosion of the I 890s. Tom
Hull's "Lost in the Shadows' demonstrates that nineteenth
century infielders have been underrepresented in the Hall of
Fame. Hull outlines the rudiments of a system for evaluating
nineteenth century players which acknowledges the many
obstacles which confront such efforts. Hull recognizes that his
task involves undermining "the presumption that numbers
back then mean pretty much the same as they mean today."
While the portions are small, Nemec's and Hull's essays leave
the reader longing for more, and offer the promise that modern
statistical techniques combined with attention to historical
detail can help illuminate the nineteenth century game.

Two-Eyed League: The Illinois-Iowa of 1890-1892. By
RAYMOND SCHMIDT. Self-published, Homer Township,
Ill. (Order from 13848 West Rockbluff Way, Lockport, IL
60441.) 1994. 230 pages. 1994. Paper, $13.95 postpaid.

Reviewed by PETER MORRIS.

   The Illinois-Iowa League was launched in 1890 amidst
optimism that this would be a league where "Ladies can attend
without the slightest fear of being insulted by drunken men or
having their ears offended with bad and improper language. In
short the league officials have well decided to have good ball,
played by gentlemen, inspired by gentlemen, and attended by
ladies and gentlemen. Here is a combined effort for right,
reason and rectitude to elevate the one great national sport."
These noble sentiments did not survive long. In the first
season alone, players assaulted umpires, fellow players, their
managers, and bystanders who tried to interfere; stole from
their own teammates; and played drunk. After careening
through twenty-four cities in three states, the league folded
after the 1892 season amidst a slew of recriminations, and
soon faded into oblivion. Raymond Schmidt however, revives
the memory of that league in this painstakingly researched
work.
   The Two-Eyed league had its share of unique moments and
characters. The most bizarre one came when the top two clubs
in the league met late in the 1890 season and one refused to
agree to a seven-inning game to facilitate the other's travel
plans. The rebuffed club responded by deliberately throwing
the game to spite their hosts! A teenaged John McGraw makes
a brief but memorable appearance, but most of the players are
not household names even in Joe Simenic's home.
Accordingly, what is ultimately most valuable about this book
is its depiction not of the unusual, but of the usual. Numerous
anecdotes illustrate the sad plight of umpires at the time,
which prompted one arbiter to threaten to write a novel
entitled Three Months Umpiring in the Illinois-Iowa League,
or Out of the Jaws of Death. Schmidt shows how the high-
minded ideals upon which the league was founded gradually
succumbed to economic realities. The reversal of the league's
stance against Sunday baseball was the most important
illustration of this forced pragmatism. There is a real
poignancy to the account of the league's implosion in the
second half of the 1892 campaign.
   Schmidt's focus in this work is exceedingly narrow, which
may limit its appeal to those not already enthralled with
nineteenth century baseball. He says nothing about baseball
before 1890, either in this area or elsewhere and very little
about the majors or other minor leagues. Understandably, the
newspapers of the day appear to be the only source Schmidt
uses, but more effort to put the wealth of details into
perspective would have been welcome. Several helpful
appendixes summarize key data, but the lack of an index is
regrettable. Nonetheless, Two-Eyed League contains a gold
mine of information for anyone interested in nineteenth
century minor league baseball.



When Johnny Came Sliding Home: The Post-Civil War
Baseball Boom, 1865-1870. By WILLIAM J. RYCZEK.
McFarland & Co. 1998. x + 313 pages. Cloth, S35 ($39
postpaid).

Reviewed by FREDERICK IVOR-CAMPBELL.

   Before reading William Ryczek's When Johnny Came
Sliding Home, first in manuscript and now in print, the
baseball years between the end of the Civil War and the
formation of the professional National Association in 1871
had seemed to my unfocused gaze rather insignificant and
(apart from Cincinnati's wondrous 1869 season) uninteresting.
No longer. In this "prequel" to his important Blackguards and
Red Stockings (1992), which chronicles the NA's five-year
history, Ryczek has wrestled the six chaotic seasons of 1865-
1870 into comprehensibility, and has wrung from them a
fascinating tale of what turns out to be a crucially important
era. Sliding Home is a "must read" for everyone who hopes to
understand the transformation of top-rank baseball from
amateur obsession to professional sport, and a "must own" for
everyone researching the game's early history and
development.
   With over a thousand citations to contemporary sources
Ryczek's new book is far and away the most deeply researched
account of the game's immediate post-Civil War years.
Writing with clarity and wit, Ryczek chronicles the spread and
development of baseball from a game dominated by generally
polite amateurs in New York and Brooklyn to a sport
dominated by increasingly rowdy and rasping professionals
throughout the nation's northeast quadrant. His ability to lead
the reader through the tangled thicket that was the annual race
for the "national championship" is in itself reason enough to
buy the book, but Sliding Home is much more than mere
chronicle. Ryczek understands the era he writes about, and his
book is fill of incisive, insightful analysis. Writing about
changing press expectations, for example, he observes:
"Where the Knickerbockers had once been revered for their
stolid amateurism and delight in the simple pleasures of the
game, they were now scolded for their old-fashioned ways. . .
Standards had changed. The press perpetually longed to find
the old Knickerbocker purity in the competitive new game, but
they ridiculed its true exponents for their lack of fighting
spirit."
   If Sliding Home has a weakness, it is the narrowness of the
research. Though Ryczek has read deeply in his primary
sources, those sources are limited almost entirely to the New
York Clipper, Wilkes' Spirit of the Times and the New York
Times, and the varied but mostly unidentified items in Henry
Chadwick's scrapbooks. And he has read less widely in recent
research than he might have done-though NCN is cited in
several places. The book doesn't appear to have suffered from
Ryczek's neglect of non-New York newspapers and the books
published during 1865-I 870 (Peverelly, Chadwick, and the
Beadle guides), though future research in these sources might
prompt modification of some of his emphases and
conclusions.
   I noted few errors of fact in Sliding Home, and impressively
few typos, errors of usage (one misplaced comma), or
misspellings (the commonly seen but erroneous h in David
Voigt's name, and one other inconsequential name misspelling

in an end note). The book is clearly organized-generally
chronologically-and divided into manageable chapters, whose
apt titles exhibit Ryczek's careful attention to detail and subtle
humor. Four appendices track such things as the rosters and
notable tours of the major clubs.
   Ryczek has chosen not to attempt coverage of every facet of
his topic. He doesn't explore the social or ethnic backgrounds
of the clubs and ballplayers (a topic that fascinates many
academic sport historians), and does little with the
development of the game on the field, the changes in the rules
and styles of play (the focus of a new Nineteenth Century
Committee project). But the excellence of what he does
attempt makes When Johnny Came Sliding Home not only a
crucial text for students of early baseball, but one of the best
books of baseball history written to date.

(McFarland books can be ordered by phone: 1-800-253-2187.)

OUR REVIEWERS. DEAN SULLIVAN has completed two
volumes in his documentary history of baseball: Early Innings
(1825-1908), and Middle Innings (1900-1948); he is currently
working on Late Innings, plus a documentary history of pre-
1920 football. PETER MORRIS is writing a pioneering
history of early Michigan baseball. DARRYL BROCK is the
author of the historical novel If I Never Get Back and articles
on the 1869 Red Stockings in Sports Illustrated, Sports
Heritage and various SABR publications. FREDERICK
IVOR-CAMPBELL has contributed to several baseball and
sports encyclopedias, and was general editor of Baseballs
First Stars.

        SABR HONORS GEORGE DAVIS
UNTIL THIS FALL, no stone marked George Davis's grave in
Fernwood Cemetary, Fernwood, Pa., outside Philadelphia. On
19 September, SABR's George Davis Chapter (Albany, N.Y.)
corrected that oversight, dedicating a monument at Davis's
grave before about 40 spectators. RICH PUFF of the George
Davis Chapter and BILL LAMB, whose cover story on Davis
in The National Pastime (1997) helped draw attention to
Davis's worthiness for the Hall of Fame, addressed the
gathering. The Rev. Frederick Keefe, a retired Presbyterian
minister from Langhome, Pa., and a Brooklyn Dodgers fan,
concluded the 30-minute ceremony with prayer and brief
remarks.
   Puff, in his talk, explained how the monument came to be:
   "When I and the other members of the George Davis
Chapter learned that Davis finally had been elected to the Hall
of Fame, we knew there was something that was left to do. We
knew that the oversight of his being buried in an unmarked
grave had to be corrected. Before long, people like yourselves
began contributing to the George Davis Memorial Fund. And
then one day I received a call from Ted Burek who owns
Century Monument Company in Rensselaer, N.Y. Ted
explained that he was a lifelong baseball fan and that his
brother was the batboy for the Albany Senators in 1942. `What
is it you'd like to do?' he asked me. `Well, we'd like to put a
nice headstone on Davis' grave.' 'You've got it,' he replied.
And here it is."
   Puff who was accompanied by his I 1-year-old son Brien,
found the event "very satisfying" "I was particularly moved to
see several small children (under 10 years old) come out and



place several roses on Davis' grave. I left there feeling that
Davis finally had the type of funeral service that he deserved
58 years ago."

                                                -FRED IVOR-CAMPBELL
Reported by DAWD PIETRUSZA and RICHARD PUFF

JOHN R. HUSMAN
5911 Jeffrey Ln., Sylvania, OH 43560-3618
Tel. (419) 882-3438; e-mail <john.husman@sylvania.sev.org>

           REPORT FROM THE CHAIR
I'M STILL A BIT overwhelmed at being appointed by the
SABR Board to chair our Nineteenth Century Committee, and
I take seriously the responsibility to measure up to the
standards set by those that have preceded me: Rucker, Thorn,
Thiemann and Ivor-Campbell. I couldn't and wouldn't have
accepted were it not for Fred Ivor-Campbell's willingness to
remain active in the committee. He is my mentor and I feel
privileged to be working with him in this new way.
   As I told those at our meeting at the San Francisco
convention, I do not bring radical new visions or suggest
major change in focus or scope. I like what SABR does and I
like what the Nineteenth Century Committee does. Perhaps we
need to better define our purpose, something that Fred has
already addressed, and I know we need to do a better job of
getting the word out.
   We have a large committee, over two hundred members. We
know a lot about nineteenth century baseball and, more
importantly, we know how to find out a lot more. Simply, I
propose to develop a team of working leaders for our
committee that will help us to find out more of the right stuff
and get the word around about it.
   We've missed Nineteenth Century Notes our reference
quality newslet1er. Without it nobody, including ourselves,
know what we are doing. Good news! Fred will continue as
compiler and publisher for the near term. I've suggested that a
publication schedule be adopted and adhered to. I think that
this is extremely important. Fred has agreed, but he suggests
that we must have corresponding submission deadlines in
order for him to meet his publication schedule. You will find
such schedules in his writings here. I am grateful to have Fred
on our team and doing this important work.
   I've asked Dr. JAMES "GENTLEMAN JIM" TOOTLE to
succeed me as Associate Chair for Vintage Base Ball, and am
pleased to announce that he has agreed to do so. Jim is a
veteran player with the Ohio Village Muffins, as well as an
accomplished researcher and writer. He will bring a scholarly
approach with him. Initially, Jim will focus on submission of
newsletter items and coordinate vintage base ball events at
SABR's annual convention. I will look to him to expand the
scope or responsibilities of his chair.
   JONATHAN DUNKLE has stepped forth to assume the
difficult task of heading the first phase of our American
Association History Project. This worthwhile project was
established 5½ years ago by Bob McConnell. Bob Bailey has,
for the last several years. spearheaded the effort, and made
considerable progress. See Dunkle's article (p.8) for a
description and status of the project.
   CHIP ATKISON and AL DIECKMANN have accepted
appointment as co-directors of a project to compile rules and

practices of play for each season of the nineteenth century.
Both have done major work in this area already and are
anxious to enlist the help of others. Their work could result in
a publication and will be of great interest to the vintage base
ball community.
   I envision others in leadership roles (we have plenty of roles
as well as a number of willing people already know), and will
work to define those roles and fill them. Following is a
statement of committee purposes, junctions and goals as
compiled by Fred, I suggest we use this as a base or model for
discussion and suggestion of modifications by any or all of our
members. Please let me know your thoughts on what you think
the direction of our committee should be.

              COMMIITEE PURPOSES
   To research nineteenth century baseball
   To disseminate knowledge of nineteenth century baseball
within the committee, to SABR, and to the baseball public
generally

      WAYS OF ACHIEVING THESE PURPOSES
            (COMMITTEE FUNCTIONS)
   Encourage and assist members' individual research
   Organize and carry out committee research projects
   Hold an annual meeting at the SABR convention
   Publish a committee newsletter
   Work with the Vintage Base Ball Association in researching
the rules and practices of baseball's early decades
   (PROPOSED) Develop and maintain a committee web site
   (PROPOSED) Publish a committee research journal
   (PROPOSED) Publish/promote the publication of neglected
works on nineteenth century baseball
   (PROPOSED) Sponsor and organize special meetings/events

         COMMITTEE RESEARCH GOALS
   To uncover, collect, digitize and catalog the published and
unpublished documents of baseball through 1900
   To compile and perfect nineteenth century baseball statistics
   To uncover and trace the origins, development and history of
baseball through 1900
   To assess the social significance of baseball in the
nineteenth century
   To compile the biographies of nineteenth century baseball
figures
   To compile and maintain a bibliography of nineteenth
century baseball

       NCN PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES IS RETURNING to a
quarterly publication schedule, with issues to be mailed in
January, April, July and October. To keep to that schedule, I
will need all materials not later than the end of the month prior
to publication. Thus, the deadline for items to be published in
the next issue, January 1999, is 31 December 1998.
Submission deadlines for the rest of 1999: 31 March, 30 June
and 30 September. Material may be submitted by e-mail (to
<fivorc@yahoo.com>, but not as attachments.

                -FRED IVOR-CAMPBELL, compiler, NCN



JAMES R. TOOTLE
7020 Rockwoods Pl., Worthington, OH 43085 Tel. (614) 885-
2068; e-mail <Tootle.2@osu.edu>

VINTAGE BASE BALL

VINTAGE CLUBS CONVENE IN COLUMBUS

   Believed to be thc largest vintage base ball gathering ever,
the 7th annual Ohio Cup Vintage Base Ball Festival, hosted by
the Ohio Historical Society, was held September 5-6, 1998, in
Columbus. Three women's teams and 16 men's teams played a
total of 34 matches on three playing fields at picturesque Ohio
Village. Players in a variety of old-fashioned uniforms, along
with umpires, tallykeepers, officials, and spectators in period
dress presented a colorful tableau reminiscent of a mid-
nineteenth century Currier and Ives print.
   Ladies' clubs participating were the Akron Lady Locks, the
Carriage Hill Farm Lady Clodbusters, and the home team, the
Lady Diamonds of Ohio Village. Men's clubs from out-of-
state included the Rock Springs Ground Squirrels of Decatur,
Ill.; the Deep River Grinders of Hobart, Ind.; and two
Michigan nines, the Manistee Salt Cities and the Greenfield
Village Lah-De-Dahs. Gentlemen's clubs from Ohio included
the Akron Black Stockings, the Carriage Hill Farm
Clodbusters (New Carlisle), the Great Black Swamp Frogs
(Sylvania), the Canal Fulton Mules, the Sharonville Heritage
Village Shamrocks (Cincinnati), the Lorain County Buckeyes,
the Sycamore Grasshoppers, the 1922 Giants (Marysville), the
newly-formed Columbus Capitals, and two squads from the
host club, the Ohio Village Muffins.
   At mid-afternoon on Saturday, participants paused from the
contests to pose on a hillside for a group portrait. After the
first day's matches were concluded, everyone enjoyed an
evening soiree, an old-time village festival featuring a picnic
supper and period contra dancing with live period music.
   Sunday's schedule of matches was highlighted by a noon
visit from the Hon. Gregory Lashutka, mayor of Columbus,
who read an official proclamation designating September 5-6
as "Vintage Baseball Weekend." Following a brief address to
the assembled multitudes on the values and virtues of vintage
base ball, the mayor was presented with a beautiful white ash
bat, hand-crafted by CHARLES TRUDEAU, a member of
both the Muffins and Capitals.
   Throughout the weekend, the enjoyment of recreating the
National Pastime as it was played in its formative years was
enhanced by lively and well-informed discussions of
nineteenth century rules, uniforms, equipment, and points of
play. Muffins team manager DOUG SMITH is already making
plans for the 8th annual Ohio Cup Festival to be held in
Columbus next Labor Day weekend.

VINTAGE BASE BALL FEATURED IN SMITHSONIAN

   "The Old Ball Game" is an intriguing and informative cover
story on nineteenth century base ball in the October 1998 issue
of Smithsonian. Writer Doug Stewart describes his
experiences as a visiting player in the vintage base ball
program at Old Bethpage Village, Long Island, white
acquainting his readers with a number of the regular members
of the program. The article captures the color and enjoyment
many have found in playing the game using nineteenth century

rules, uniforms, and equipment while acknowledging the
research that goes into recreating the game according to the
highest standards of historical accuracy. The text is
handsomely illustrated by a number of tintypes from the
camera of Doug Merriam. Portraits of individual players,
action shots, and a scenic view of the pastoral setting of the
main diamond at Old Bethpage bring the game to life.
   Mention is made of other thriving vintage base ball
programs throughout the country. Readers of this major
Smithsonian article who are interested in more information
about the location of teams, match schedules, or even how to
start a vintage team are invited to contact Kevin Lehr,
president of the Vintage Base Ball Association, in care of the
Ohio Historical Society, 1739 Velma Ave., Columbus, OH
43211.

A VINTAGE VISIT TO OLD BETHPAGE
   On August 1-2, 1998, the Historic Base Ball Festival was
held at Old Bethpage Village Restoration, Bethpage, NY. This
idyllic village of 55 buildings on 20 acres recreates life in
Long Island in the mid-1800s. Three ball fields were available
to the 14 teams assembled for the festival. So quaint was the
site, it was hard for the players and fans to believe they were
but 20 miles from Wall Street and Times Square.
   The Old Bethpage program consists of two time periods,
1866 and 1887, with two leagues playing a regular schedule of
games throughout the summer. Most of the visiting teams,
including my vintage nine, the Ohio Village Muffins, were
accustomed to playing by the rules of the 1860s. During the
busy two-day festival (at least two games per day for each
team), the visiting clubs had the opportunity to play one game
according to 1887 rules (overhand fast pitching) of Hewlett
Field, a grassy expanse framed by a wooden backstop and a
red barn and farmhouse in the outfield. The Rev. Gary Monti,
a veteran vintage umpire, stood behind the pitcher and, as was
the custom of the day, called balls and strikes from that
vantage point. A mask and glove were worn by the catcher,
but the other defensive players fielded their positions
barehanded. The Muffins tested these newer rules in an
exciting game with the local Bellmore Seminoles.
   The nearby Fairgrounds Field was the setting for an
afternoon match by 1866 rules (underhand pitching, balls
caught on the first bound are outs). The Muffins enjoyed a
spirited contest with the Middletown, Conn., nine. The team
was originally formed shortly after the Civil War and named
the Mansfields to honor local hero Gen. Joseph Mansfield,
who fell at Antietam. The new incarnation of the Mansfields is
sponsored by the Middlesex County Historical Society.
Distinguishing the Fairgrounds Field were two large wagons
which made excellent elevated seating for spectators.
   All ballists and guests were invited to a picnic after the day's
fill schedule of matches. There was much talk of base ball
over dinner, especially the many variations and interpretations
of the nineteenth century rules.
   Sunday morning found the Muffins again upon the
Fairgrounds Field for a match with a picked nine from
Bethpage according to 1866 rules. Among the squads
represented were the Brooklyn Excelsiors, the Hicksville
Ozones, the Brooklyn Atlantics, and the Mineola
Washingtons.
   At midday the Great Black Swamp Frogs of Sylvania, Ohio,
mounted an exhibition of the 1845 rules against a picked nine.



Captain JOHN HUSMAN donned his specially-made
Knickerbocker uniform for the occasion and assumed the
persona of Doc Adams, an early president of the
Knickerbocker Club who did much to establish the game as
our national pastime. We were honored to count among our
fans Doc Adams' great granddaughter-in-law who lives in
New York City and has been an important resource for Mr.
Husman's research. The gathered ballplayers enjoyed Mr.
Husman's informative comments about the early game as well
as the demonstration by eight-man teams in the field.
   The Providence Grays from Rhode Island took on the
Muffins Sunday afternoon for another 1866 rules game. The
Grays recreate the i884 World Championship team that is still
the pride of Providence. Their gray wool uniforms, light blue
stockings and belts, and black shoes were authentic in detail,
and they played well and struck a fine pose upon the field.
   Other teams in the tournament included the Carriage Hill
Clodbusters from near Dayton, Ohio, the Mystic, Conn.,
Oceanics, the Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y., Spiders, the
Huntington, N.Y., Suffolks, and the Hempstead, N.Y.,
Eurekas.
   The excellent tournament was organized by Mr. AL "OLD
DUTCH" DIECKMANN, president of the Historic Base Ball
Association of Long Island. The Old Time Base Ball Program
at Old Bethpage bills itself as the country's oldest and largest
historic base ball organization, beginning play in 1980.
Huzzah to the Old Bethpage program for a wonderful festival.

RALPH L. HORTON, 1921-1998
RALPH HORTON, a longtime member of our committee,
died October 28, at the age of 77. A native of St. Louis and a
Navy veteran of World War II and Korea, he was employed
for nearly two decades by Rawlings Sporting Goods, where he
rose to vice president of merchandising. While at Rawlings he
came up with an idea to recognize fielding excellence that
became the Gold Glove award. In 1973 Ralph joined
Wisconsin golf equipment manufacturer Ajay Enterprises,
serving as president from 1975-1979. He returned to St. Louis
in 1981 to publish The Sporting Goods Dealer, retiring in
1986.
   We are all in Ralph's debt for what he did following his
retirement. He founded the Horton Publishing Co., which
published reprints of all the nineteenth century Spalding and
Reach guides and the Player's League guide of 1890, giving us
access to these crucial research sources at a fraction of what
the originals would cost-if they could be found.
   Ralph had been ill a long time, but was among the
Nineteenth Century Committee's most active researchers. 1-Ic
wrote eight biographies for Nineteenth Century Stars and
Baseballs First Stars, headed a team of St. Louis SABRites to
research that city's American Association history, and
contributed his expertise to the pages of NCN. Bob Broeg
described Ralph in his November 8 St. Louis Post-Dispatch
column as "a thinking man's researcher" and "a stand-up guy
with a courtly touch." Steve Gietschier described him in a
tribute for SABR-L as "a prince of a man. He loved his family,
he loved his country and he loved baseball with a passion."
They were his close friends; I had met Ralph, but knew him
primarily through correspondence. We all know him through
his work and his service to baseball. We will miss him.

                            -FRED IVOR-CAMPBELL
       Information supplied by MARK STANGL AND SABR-L

HELP WANTED
CARY HANSON (2783 W. Stuart, Fresno, CA 93711; (209)
439-8557; <jpalooka@sirius.com>) would like to hear from
anyone who has researched "the velocity of pitched baseballs
in the nineteenth century, both before and after the movement
of the pitching rubber to 60'ó".

GREG, RHODES (1908 Dexter Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45206;
(513) 861-4648; <roadwest@fuse.net>) would like to know
when and where the figure-S baseball first made its
appearance.

AA HISTORY PROJECT BACK ON TRACK

   JON DUNKLE has been appointed director of the American
Association History Project (see John Husman's column, p.6).
Here is his first report on the state of the project and its needs.

    THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION (1882-1891) PROJECT
is moving ahead again. The objective of this project,
conceived by Bob McConnell and inaugurated in 1993, is for
the Nineteenth Century Committee to produce a history of the
AA by researching the local newspapers of that era. The
project consists of three phases. In the first phase, committee
members research the newspapers that covered the AA teams
and make notes of significant events pertaining to the team
and the league. Over half of this research has been completed-
46 of 85 team seasons. When the remaining research is
completed the notes will be compiled and volunteers will write
the history of the league. The final step is the editing and
publishing of the history.
   In order for the project to succeed, we need committee
members who have researched the American Association or
are interested in doing research to step forward and assist in
completing the team seasons that are not yet done. Even if you
do not live in the vicinity of one of the teams, many libraries,
including those of many universities, are part of the
Interlibrary Loan program and may be able to obtain the
microfilm for you. What is important is that we find
individuals who are willing and able to take a little time to
research these papers. There are opportunities for everyone in
the committee to take part in this exciting project. Cities still
needing research range from Philadelphia's ten seasons to
Milwaukee's partial season in 1891. For those of you who
have previously researched the AA, this project provides a
chance to expand upon the work you have done and have it
published so that others may benefit from your work. New
researchers can also make a splash by being part of a project
that will enlighten others about the game in the nineteenth
century.
   The Nineteenth Century Committee has created two
successful publications previously with Nineteenth Century
Stars (1989) and Baseball's First Stars (1996). The American
Association History Project can be successful, too, if
committee members join together again to make it work For
those interested in being a part of this project, contact me via



e-mail at <JonathanDunk1e@FirstUSA.com>, or by phone at
(302) 369-1562.

                                 -JONATHAN DUNKLE

WHEN WAS THE FIRST . . . .? (Part 5)

WHICH CATCHER WAS THE FIRST to begin playing
directly behind the plate with runners on base? This question
from PETER MORRIS opens up the whole question of the
early positioning of the catcher. In a post to SABR-L last
April, Tom Shieber wrote: "By the 1860s catchers were
inching up closer toward home, even when runners were not
on base." Morris notes that several sources credit James
"Deacon" White in 1875 with being the first to crouch directly
behind the batter with runners on base but in his research into
baseball in Michigan Morris has found "at least one amateur
catcher who employed this stratagem earlier," and he has seen
one book that gives credit to a Philadelphia catcher in 1859.
   What I would like to present in this column is documentary
evidence for the following:
1. catchers beginning to move closer behind the plate (and if
possible their reasons for doing it);
2. catchers positioning themselves directly behind the batter
with men on base; and
3. catchers positioning themselves directly behind the batter
with the bases empty.
   If you've come upon evidence that bears upon early catchers'
positioning, send me the pertinent quotes, plus their source
and the date of the source. And if you have either questions or
answers for "When Was the First ..?" send them along, too.

                               -FRED IVOR-CAMPBELL

COMING IN JANUARY

THE WINTER 1999 ISSUE of Ninetenth Century Notes is
planned for a mid-January mailing.
   Many SABRites have joined the committee since you
received a full committee roster with the June issue. They will
be recognized in the next issue of NCN.

   Since many of you now have e-mail, I would like to include
your e-addresses in the coming issue, to facilitate
communication and research among committee members. If
you have an e-mail address and are willing to have it listed in
NCN, please send an e-note to me at <fivorc@yahoo.com>
with a subject heading "Add Me." Many thanks.
   On the last page of this issue you will find sample ballots for
voting for the best nineteenth century players and contributors.
The final ballots will be included with the Winter issue of
NCN, which you should receive in a month or less. If there are
persons you would rank among the top 40 players or the top
10 contributors who arc missing from the sample ballots, let
me know before 9 January. Players and contributors receiving
the most recommendations will be added to the final ballots.
   On the reverse side of the final ballot sheet you will find a
form on which to renew your committee membership. You
must return this periodic renewal form to maintain your place
on the committee roster, so don't overlook or ignore it.

                 -FRED IVOR-CAMPBELL, Compiler, NCN

        NINETEENTH CENTURY COMMITTEE, SABR
Chair: JOHN R HUSMAN. Associate chairs: JAMES R.
TOOTLE, Vintage Base Ball; FREDERICK IVOR-
CAMPBELL, Publications.
Electronic coordinator: PAUL WENDT <pgw@gnu.org>


