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Seward Folly
Photo #1 depicts what is, according to Alfred J. Spink’s The National Game, 2nd ed. 1911, the 1875 St. Louis
NA club, a short-lived franchise appropriately attired in a short-lived uniform style, though one would think that
it was better adapted to the hot humid St. Louis summers than the heavier flannel shirts with collars that were to
come. The image also appears in the excellent 2002 publication, Before They Were Cardinals1, by Jon David
Cash. In that book the same image, obtained from the State Historical Society of Missouri (SHSM), Columbia, is
claimed to be the 1876 St. Louis NL club. The asserted year is not the only difference between the two books.
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4 5

1

11

2 3

8

6

7

9

10

Spink provided the following identifications:

1 – Joe Blong
2 – George Bradley
3 – John Clapp
4 – Joe Battin
5 – George Seward
6 – Jack Chapman
7 – Lipman Pike
8 – Mike McGeary
9 – Dickey Pearce
10 – Denny Mack
11 – Ned Cuthbert

SHSM provided the following identifications:

1 – Joe Blong
2 – George Bradley
3 – Herman Dehlman
4 – Joe Battin
5 – John Clapp
6 – Tim McGinley
7 – Lipman Pike
8 – Mike McGeary
9 – Dickey Pearce
10 – Denny Mack
11 – Ned Cuthbert

Along with the year (and consequently the league), the two sources also differ on three player
identifications (see just below)2,3. So, who’s right? Who’s not? Let’s find out.
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Two of the three pairs of names in the above lists that don’t match are especially significant. The (5) George
Seward and (6) Jack Chapman ID’s given by Spink would date the photo to 1875, since Chapman was managing
the Louisville NL team in 1876. and in that same year Seward played in New York. The Seward ID is significant
for another reason. There is only one other known photo identified as Seward, a tintype from a 1990’s auction that
was grouped with at least three photos incorrectly claimed to depict Candy Cummings, Denny Mack, Jim
Whitney, and Silver King. That “Seward” tintype also included the claim that the subject was wearing an 1875 St
Louis NA uniform, but he was not. Given that and the other misidentified photos in the auction, the Seward claim
for the tintype seems unreliable. So, if (5) is Seward, as far as I know it’s the only image of him we can count on.

Joe Battin Phi ‘74                                             Lip Pike Bal ’73             Mike McGeary Phi ‘74

Let’s start by confirming the faces for which both
sources agree. For the trio of faces, right, and each of
the six pairs of faces below, on the left is a face
cropped from photo #1, and on the right is another
known image(s) of the person corresponding to the
identification given by both Spink and SHSM. For
these seven players, there is no reason to dispute the
claimed ID’s. As for Joe Blong, there are no known
reference images other than photo #1. That ID can
only be verified by inference.

Dickey Pearce Bro ’65 Denny Mack Lou ’82 Ned Cuthbert

|---------------- George Bradley --------------|
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So we have verified the faces for which both authors
are in agreement, except for (1) Blong. As for (6),
the Jack Chapman vs. Tim McGinley ID, Chapman
would have been 32 years old in 1875, but the StL
player from photo #1, near right, looks much
younger. Chapman had a clearly receding hairline in
1876 (center) and even as early as 1868 (far right),
but the player, near right, does not. Lastly, Chapman
in 1876 appears significantly heavier than the StL
player. Maybe the food was better in Louisville, but I
doubt it was that much better. Chapman with

Lou NL, 1876
Chapman with
Brooklyn, 1868

StL player ID’d as       
Chapman by Spink

6
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The records show exactly 10 players on the StL roster for 1876. But
there are 11 players in photo #1. If 1876 is the correct date, there must
be at least one non-rostered player present. Tim McGinley is not listed
on the St. Louis NA or NL rosters for 1875, 1876, or any other year.
The records indicate that he appeared only for Boston4 in ‘76.
However, when that face from photo #1, near right, is compared to an
image of McGinley from a Boston NL 1876 composite, far right, the
claim from SHSM seems very credible. In 1876, McGinley was 22
years old. Score one for SHSM.

Tim McGinley
Bos NL 1876

StL player ID’d
as McGinley by SHSM

6

For the StL player (5) in photo #1 identified by Spink as
Seward, as has been said there is no solid Seward
reference. Before I found the SHSM photo in Cash’s
book, I had thought he was a perfect match to the 1874
NYPL photo of John Clapp, far right, even though the
StL player appears to have his head nearly shaved.

StL player ID’d as
Seward by Spink

John Clapp
Phi NA, 1874In case you’re not seeing it, let’s try this.

First we do a left-right reversal on the
1874 Clapp image. While human faces
are not symmetrical, this can sometimes
help. Then let’s put some hair back on
the head of the StL player5. Now we
have two peas from the same pod. Score
one more for SHSM. Unfortunately, we
are back to having no verified image of
George Seward.

StL player ID’d as
Clapp by SHSM 
(with added  hair)

John Clapp
Phi NA, 1874
L-R reversed5

5

So, if player (5) is Clapp, there must be a problem
with Spink’s claim that player (3) is Clapp. We can
see, right, that they share the same mustache style but
little else.

According to SHSM, player (3) is Herman Dehlman. There are no
photos of Dehlman listed in the SABR encyclopedia, only a poor
quality woodcut from an 1873 Brooklyn NA composite. Comparing the
woodcut, far right, to the photo, the hairline, ear, feature placement, and
basic head shape seem to match.

StL player ID’d as 
Dehlman by SHSM

3

3StL player ID’d as 
Clapp by Spink

John Clapp
Phi NA, 1874

Herman Dehlman
Bro NA 1873_______________________________________________________________________
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This only has a small amount of further probative value, but
it is interesting. I recently was shown a combined 1875 Bos
NA and StL NA teams photo from the collection of Jeremy
Wagner. Although there is substantial degradation, it is an
amazing image, and it will be featured in a future issue.
For now, I have cropped out Dehlman from Jeremy’s photo,
far right, magnified center right. Yes, the image has a
Shroud of Turin like quality and can’t tell us much. But it is
at least vaguely subjectively consistent with the player ID’d Dehlman from

Wagner photo

3

Players (5) Clapp, (8) McGeary, and (1) Mack do not appear on the StL roster until 1876, with Mack only listed
for the year 1876. Also, if the Blong ID is correct, all 10 players listed on the 1876 StL NL roster appear in photo
#1 (the 11th being the non-rostered McGinley). The overwhelming evidence is that the year is 1876 and that the
SHSM identifications (including that of Blong by strong inference) are correct.
Endnotes
[1] Before They Were Cardinals: Major League Baseball in Nineteenth Century St. Louis, Jon David Cash, University of
Missouri Press, 2002
[2] Along with photo #1, the HoF library provided the same ID’s and year as did Spink.
[3] The photo has appeared in at least two publications without ID’s. The Baseball Anthology, by Joe Wallace, Abradale
Press, 1994; and Starting a Rivalry by Bob Rygelski in Mound City Memories, Baseball In St. Louis, ed. by Bob Tiemann,
SABR 2007
[4] McGinley is credited with scoring the first run in NL history on 4-22-1876, The Braves Encyclopedia, Gary Caruso,
Temple University Press, 1995
[5] Courtesy Matt Fulling and Adobe Photoshop

StL NL 1876
(1)Joe Blong  (2)George Bradley  (3)Herman Dehlman

(4)Joe Battin  (5)John Clapp  (6)Tim McGinley (7)Lipman Pike  (8)Mike McGeary (9)Dickey Pearce (10)Denny Mack
(11)Ned Cuthbert
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by SHSM as Dehlman, shown again near right. With the increasing confidence in
all the other SHSM identifications, it is reasonable to presume that Dehlman is
player (3). Spink is certainly wrong, and SHSM is very likely right again.

photo #1
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It’s time to throw a change-up. Instead of comparing faces, let’s compare buildings.
I was contacted by collector Shawn England, owner of the very interesting magic lantern slide shown below.
Shawn wanted to find out, if possible, the location and what baseball club was depicted in the image. He noted
that the logo on some of the players’ shirts consisted of a large W with a smaller AC above (see inset). One of his
initial thoughts was that the logo perhaps represented the “Williamsburg Athletic Club.” Of course, realistically it
could come from anywhere that starts with a “W”.

A Break From Face Comparisons…..

After closely examining the
image, I offered Shawn my
expert opinion, “Duh,…..I
dunno.”
So, some weeks later Shawn is
cruising through auction items
on eBay, and by “pure luck” he
comes upon the postcard, right,
which says at the bottom, “The
Oval, Worcester, Mass.” Hey,
could that be the grounds of the
Worcester Athletic Club?
Could that baseball team in
magic lantern slide be the
Worcester Athletic Club team?
Seems unlikely.

Courtesy Shawn England
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What Shawn also noticed was that the large building in the left background of the postcard, outlined just below
left, looked a lot like the building behind the players in his lantern slide, below right. In fact if you magnify and
compare them, though they were taken from slightly different angles, it appears that they are the same building.

Not satisfied with only that, Shawn wanted to find out if any members of the
Worcester NL team that existed from 1880 to 1882 and its predecessor, the 1879
International Association (minor league) team, appeared in the lantern slide

Based on the uniform style, wide belts, and the newsboy style caps worn by some
of the players, I would estimate that this is a mid to late 1890’s or early 1900’s
photo. After comparing these players to photos of members of the Worcester NL
team, I just don’t see any matches, though the lack of sharpness in the slide makes
it very hard to be sure. Shawn is continuing his research. He is tracking down key
members of the nineteenth century WAC in order to see if any of them appear in
the slide.

Also, the fence behind and to the right of
the building has the same type of structure
in both images. It appears certain that the
lantern slide depicts the Worcester
Athletic Club baseball team.

building from postcard building from lantern slide
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The first article mentioned a mid-1990’s auction that included several tintypes
that were erroneously claimed to depict major league ballplayers. Let’s take a
look at one of them. The tintype, right, was included in the auction and also
appeared in Ken Burns' Baseball. In Baseball, it is claimed that the two players
in light colored shirts are Silver King and Jim Whitney, and that the year is
1886. I presume the intent was to indicate that King is the man seated on the
floor left (A), and Whitney is sitting on the chair (B). The auction description
mentions the same two names, but is even more ambiguous as to whom the
names apply.

Now, About Those Auction Tintypes….

Two nice images of Silver King are shown on the right. What should be
clear is that King had a very distinctive, young looking face. In the
photo near right, his 1888 Old Judge card, he is 20 years old. The main
thing to note here is that we have two photos of the same person that
really do look like the same person. That is usually the case. Most of
the time, you don’t have to be a facial recognition genius. When two
faces do not look alike, a substantial burden of proof should be placed
upon anyone claiming they are the same person.

Silver King
The 1886 date for the tintype would put King at 18 years of age. Starting with the face of player A from the
tintype, shown just below on the left, it certainly has an older looking appearance than one would expect to see
from King at age 18. The face of player A differs from that of King in at least the following characteristics:

Just in case the intent was to claim that player B in the
tintype was King, he is shown near right. He differs
from King as follows:
• his ears are asymmetrical – right ears don’t match
• face shape more rectangular (King has a rounder face)
• different shape for upper lip cupid’s bow, i.e. much
wider filtrum where it meets the upper lip

Again these are two different persons.

These points and substantial mismatch between other
facial dimensions tells us that player A is not Silver
King.

• nose is too long
• outline of earlobes very different (King’s stick out)
• his right ear sticks out more than his left ear
• hair color too dark (see King #2 above)
• wider more square jaw line

1

A

tintype

B

C

A

2

B 1

1
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Let’s now take a look at three images of
Jim Whitney. Photo 3 is from the
NYPL Spalding collection. Photo 4 is
from a cabinet card of Whitney wearing
an Indianapolis uniform. Photo 5 is
from an 1883 Boston NL team photo.

OK, same drill as before. Player A differs from
Whitney as follows:

Comparing player B to Whitney, the ears alone
tell us that B is not Jim Whitney. The same can be
said for player C.
Jim Whitney is not depicted in the tintype.

The identities of the players present in the tintype
remain a mystery.

• Player A has a strong protruding chin, Whitney has
a relatively weak chin

• Player A appears to have small nostrils, Whitney’s
are noticeably larger and extend farther up the sides
of his nose (also see photo 4)

• Player A has a crease across his chin that is about ½
inch below his lower lip, for Whitney the crease
almost touches his lower lip

• Ears do stick out for both, but the right ear outer
shapes are different ; also Whitney’s left ear (see
photo 5) sticks out noticeably more than that of
player A
• face shape – Whitney’s is more round

3
|------------------------------------ Jim Whitney --------------------------------------|

4

B

A

5

1
C

Although, as best as I can tell, no claims were made for
player C, for completeness his face is shown, right, next to
that of King. The ears alone tell us that these cannot be the
same person.

Silver King is not depicted in the tintype.
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Red Sox Identified
The previous issue featured the photo, right, which was submitted by Mark
Stang. Based on the positive ID of Herb Pennock, far left in that photo, and
the Red Sox home uniform style, the photo dates to 1921 or 1922.

We wanted to identify the other two players. We suspected that the guy, far
right, might be Benn “Baldy” Karr. Tom Shieber found a half-tone image
of Karr, shown below left, in the September 7, 1924 Atlanta Constitution.
It’s just clear enough to verify that it is Karr in Mark’s photo.

It was suggested by Nigel Ayres, Matt Fulling, Jay Gauthereaux,
Dwayne Isgrig, Gary Livacari, and Mike Mumby that the player in the
middle was Muddy Ruel. The comparison, below right, shows this to be
correct.

Benn Karr Muddy Ruel

Mystery Man in Civvies ID’d
The most difficult identifications often
involve a solo shot of a relatively obscure
early player who is not in uniform. The
face from a Carl Horner cabinet photo
offered for auction as Fred Dunlap is
shown near right. In the last issue it was
easily shown that it was not Dunlap., but
I had no idea who it was or if he was a
ballplayer.

One of the best people around at solving such mysteries is Matt 
Fulling.  He sent me a note saying. “… last guy compared to Dunlap 
appears to be PJ Carney of Boston.”

Patrick Joseph Carney is shown above far right, and magnified above 
center.  The hairline, lips, and chin structure match .  All the visible 
features of the left ears are identical. Another mystery solved.

Pat Carneyauction photo
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A Good Guy, A Good Story
by Matt Fulling

Tim Wiles wrote the following bio for the back of the card:
“You know, I’ve really had a wonderful life,” says 88-year old George Yankowski. The native of Massachusetts
played baseball and basketball at Watertown High, where he was a three-time class president. While playing
college ball at Northeastern, he signed with the Athletics in 1942, at age 19, and went directly to the majors. He
appeared in six games as a catcher, collecting two hits and making no errors. George returned to Northeastern
following the season, and enlisted in the Army Air Corps in October. His service included fighting in the Battle of
the Bulge. Before departing for Europe, he played in a benefit game at Fenway Park as a member of a team of
service all-stars. His team was managed by Babe Ruth, who also pinch-hit, and featured a left fielder named Ted
Williams. Yankowski got the winning hit - even though two of the greatest hitters of all time were on his team.
After his discharge in January 1946, he played for Fall River in the New England League and Muskegon in the
Central League, before making it back to the bigs in 1949 with the White Sox. This time around he played in 12
games, collected 3 more hits, and still made no errors. After a final stop in Memphis, he hung up his spikes and
became a business teacher, baseball coach, and guidance counselor at Watertown High. He earned a masters
degree at Boston University to go along with his degree from Northeastern. Yankowski worked for ADP in
Waltham from 1984 through 2008.

George has quite a few fans. It seems that there is a steady demand for the new card with his autograph added.
Mary has just requested 100 more cards for George to sign.

Editor’s note: For the past six years Matt Fulling
has been producing expertly colorized baseball
cards using black and white images of early
ballplayers. Most of his efforts involve Deadball
Era players, but he has also made cards for 19th

century and post-Deadball era major leaguers. It is
hoped that he will eventually be able to distribute
them to SABR members. Current MLB copyright
restrictions prevent this. If you are ever fortunate
enough to see any of them in person, your jaw will
drop. IMO, they are far better than any other retro
cards so far produced.

George Yankowski’s time in the majors was brief,
having appeared in 6 games for the A’s in 1942, and
12 games for the White Sox in 1949. He also played
on a team during the war that was coached by Babe
Ruth. He had never appeared on a baseball card. I
was contacted by Tim Wiles, Director of Research
at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.
Tim had met George, and he mentioned how great a
person George was. Tim thought it would be a nice
idea to have me create a first baseball card for him.
George’s wife Mary contacted me, and sent a photo
to use for the card. She planned to present this as a
surprise to George, but when the cards came in the
mail, George beat her to the mailbox, opened the
package and nearly fell on the floor.
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Viewpoint
After reading the article in the previous issue about the c1908-1909 West Side Grounds postcard (photo 1
below), Richard Smiley sent me a note saying, “It looks like it was taken from the roof of the house on Wood
Street that sat immediately south of the park.” That’s an interesting observation. The aerial view of West Side
grounds, below right, is from Marc Okkonen’s Baseball Memories 1900-1909. The building Richard is referring
to is marked with a yellow dot.
Photo 2, just below the postcard, shows the
center field area as viewed from behind and
above home plate, with the high CF bleachers
on the left, a gap in dead center field, and lower
RF bleachers on the right with the Chicago
Tribune advertising sign, “Baseball Stories…”,
just above the seats. The building marked in
Okkonen’s drawing is located just behind the
gap. To help with orientation, red, orange, and
green dots respectively mark the same locations
in photos 1 and 2. In photo 1 we can see that the
camera’s point of view is substantially higher
than the top row of the high bleacher seats
(green dot), thus it seems that the photo had to
have been taken from the roof of that building,
anywhere along the side facing the ballpark
(yellow dot roughly marks the spot).

photo 1

photo 2

high CF
bleachersgap

high CF
bleachers

gap

gap

high CF
bleachers

low RF
bleachers
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Mislabeled Chip
The E270-2 series of Colgan’s Chips
were produced by the Colgan Gum
Company in 1912 and 1913. These discs
were packaged with the gum and featured
images of major league players. The
reverse side contained ads for Colgan
products.

The chip shown here, far right, comes
courtesy of collector Rhett Yeakley. It is
labeled “Byrne Pittsburg.” Presumably
the intended identification was the
diminutive Bobby Byrne, who spent 1912
and most of 1913 with the Pirates.

Rhett also notes that the same face was
identified as Byrne on a 1908-1909
PC760 Rose Company postcard, below
near right. The intent was to portray
Bobby Byrne as a member of the
Cardinals

Bobby Byrne’s grandson informed Bill
Hickman that the image used on the chip
(and the postcard) is not his grandfather.
That is clear from the side by side
comparison above. So, who does that face
belong to?

Rhett found the answer on a 1910 Obak
card, far right, featuring Jim Byrnes as a
member of Tacoma of the Northwest
League. Jim Byrnes appeared in 10
games for the Phillies in 1906. How that
face ended up masquerading as that of
Bobby Byrne remains a mystery.

Bobby Byrne

Rose Company postcard Jim Byrnes

Oregon Baseball History
A SABR member who wishes to remain anonymous has created a
terrific website that displays his amazing collection of early Oregon
baseball imagery, including many PCL photos and cards. The
collection also includes many early amateur baseball photos. You can
see it at:

http://www.sportingoregon.com/

Portland PCL 1909

http://www.sportingoregon.com/
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Baseball Researcher
If you like this publication, you will also like the blog produced by
Hall of Fame senior curator Tom Shieber. It includes interesting
photos and in-depth research, and it deserves much more attention
than it is getting. Tom has been posting fascinating articles since
May of 2009, beginning with an analysis of some film footage
claimed to be taken at Wrigley Field during the 1929 World
Series. You can see that and a lot more at:

http://baseballresearcher.blogspot.com/

Photo Reference?
Baseball-reference.com (BR) is a wonderful resource with close SABR ties. Its massive
database of early major and minor league team rosters is especially valuable when one is
trying to identify players in an old team photo. The site holds vast amounts of data and is
the product of a lot of work by some dedicated people.

If you go to BR’s site and look up John Galligan, you will unfortunately see this photo. (We
established that he isn’t Galligan in the last issue.) They have for some time been adding
photos to player profiles – a good thing if they are being careful. And, it’s hard to blame
them for getting this one wrong.
Back in June I noticed that the photo, near right, posted for Jack “Red” Powell was
actually Harry Howell. This probably emanates from an error in Powell’s 1909
Ramly tobacco card which features this same image of Howell. In any case, they
use the exact same image for both players. I notified them in June via their official
error notification process, but as of early January, nothing had changed.

Harry Howell
If you look up Jack O’Connor, you will see the nice photo, just below near right,
of Hall of Famer Willie Keeler. Red Powell

Willie Keeler Jack O’Connor

These errors have been pointed out to BR with no effect. The difficulty in creating an accurate database of early
ballplayer images can be underestimated. The image database in the SABR Encyclopedia has undergone scrutiny
and correction over time, and when mistakes are found they are quickly fixed.

Here’s a short list of errors that were found while poking around a bit, compiled
with the help of T. Scott Brandon. A systematic survey has not been done.
John Galligan is not correct
Red Powell is Harry Howell
Dan Shannon is Scott Stratton
Jack O'Connor is Willie Keeler
Ernie Courtney is Jack O'Connor
Benny Bowcock is Cy Morgan
Jack (Brewery Jack) Taylor is John W. Taylor (BR has the same photo for John W. Taylor)
Jack Warner is Roscoe Miller (BR has the same photo for Roscoe Miller)
Herm McFarland is Ed McFarland
Jack Hendricks is Claude Hendrix
Pussy Tebeau is  George Tebeau
Gerry Shea is Danny Shea
Charlie Baker is not correct
Buster Burrell is not correct

http://baseballresearcher.blogspot.com/


Mystery Player
The postcard photo shown here was submitted by
Craig Waff. Craig noted that the postmark appears
to be Oct. 14, 1917. An obvious question was
whether this could be a member of the New York
Giants from that time period.
Actually the uniform is quite a mystery. The logo
is a perfect match for 1916, but the Giants wore
checked, not pinstriped uniforms that year. In fact
prior to the early 20's, they did not wear a
pinstriped uniform with that logo.
I haven't been able to match the face with any of
the c1916-1917 Giants. If anyone has a clue about
this one, please let us know.
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Thanks to Nigel Ayres, T. Scott Brandon, Jon David Cash, David Dyte, Shawn England, Matt Fulling, Jay Gauthereaux,
Peter Gorton, Bill Hickman, Dwayne Isgrig, Mike Mumby, Pat Kelly, Gary Livacari, Tom Shieber, Richard Smiley,
Jeremy Wagner, Craig Waff, Tim Wiles, and Rhett Yeakley for their assistance with and/or contributions to this issue. If
you have a comment on this issue, or a photo or a relevant article that you would like to submit for a future issue, please
send it to Mark Fimoff, bmarlowe@comcast.net.

Found Player
Back in the May 2009 issue, the real photo postcard shown here was one of
a number of misidentified auction photos featured. It had been claimed that
it depicted Negro League pioneer J. L. Wilkinson. The player was clearly
not Wilkinson, but we did not know who he was.
If you want to find out who it is, take a look at page 9 of Peter Gorton’s
latest Donaldson Network Newsletter at:

http://www.johndonaldson.bravehost.com/pdf/00327.pdf 

http://www.johndonaldson.bravehost.com/pdf/00327.pdf
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