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A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester March, 2015 

0BIn the News 
Jerry Malloy wins SABR's Henry 

Chadwick Award 
he Henry Chadwick Award was established in 
November 2009 to honor baseball's great 
researchers—historians, statisticians, annalists, and 
archivists—for their invaluable contributions to 

making baseball the game that links America’s present with its 
past. 
 Apart from honoring individuals for the length and 
breadth of their contribution to the study and enjoyment of 
baseball, the Chadwick Award educates the baseball 
community about sometimes little known but vastly important 
contributions from the game’s past and thus encourage the 
next generation of researchers. Such an unsung individual is 
Jerry Malloy. 
 Jerry Malloy (1946-2000) was a pioneer researcher 
who has been honored by the creation of an annual Negro 
League Conference named for him, as well as a book prize. 
His first great contribution to baseball history was "Out at 
Home: Baseball Draws the Color Line, 1887." This 
monumentally important essay, published in The National 
Pastime in 1983, transformed our understanding of black 
baseball and won commendation from C. Vann Woodward, 
the preeminent historian of American race relations. Malloy’s 
subsequent work included a contextual re-publication of Sol 
White's History of Colored Baseball with Other Documents on 
the Early Black Game, 1886–1936.  

 His massive and 
detailed research of Moses 
Fleetwood Walker was 
revealed by David W. Zang, 
in his Fleet Walker’s Divided 
Heart: The Life of Baseball’s 
First Black Major Leaguer 
published by the University 
of Nebraska Press, in 1995. 
 Often called “Fleet,” 
he was the first African 
American to play major 
league baseball in the 
nineteenth century. Born 

October 7, 1857, in Mount Pleasant, Ohio, Walker was the 
fifth of six children born to parents, Dr. Moses W. Walker, a 
physician, and Caroline Walker, a midwife. Oberlin College 
admitted Walker for the fall 1878 semester. In 1881, he played 
in all five games on the new varsity baseball team at Oberlin. 
Before the end of the year, however, Walker left Oberlin to 
play baseball for the University of Michigan.  
 

Malloy's research of Walker at 
Oberlin College, led to many 
outstanding articles about women at 
this progressive college. Oberlin 
became the first coeducational 
college in the United States, 
admitting women in 1834. In 1862, 
Oberlin graduated Mary Jane 
Patterson, who became the first 
African- American woman to earn a 
college degree. Other significant 
collegians included anti-slavery 
advocate Lucy Stone, 
educator/activist Mary Church 
Terrell, author Anna Julia Cooper, and sculptor Edmonia 
Lewis.  Jerry was always on the forefront of ground-breaking 
research and his biographies about these marvelous women 
are a pleasure to read.  
 The late Jules Tygiel, also a Chadwick Award 
recipient, said of him, "His articles for SABR were path 
breaking and exceptional and rank among the very best this 
organization has ever published. Even more so, I doubt that 
the best among us have ever been as generous with their 
research and support as was Jerry."  And lastly, Malloy 
reminded us, "It is the duty of SABR to push back the 
boundaries of knowledge wherever possible." 
 Upon hearing of the award, his sister Jackie Malloy 
Balon provided one of his favorite recipes.  ENJOY! 
 
Jerry Malloy's Spinach Square 
4 Tbsp of butter 
3 eggs 
1 cup of all-purpose flour 
1 cup of milk 
1 tsp. of salt 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 lb. of grated Monterey Jack or any mild white cheese 
2 packages of frozen chopped spinach, thawed 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  In a 9x13" 
oblong pan melt the butter in the pan. Remove. In a 
large mixing bowl, beat the eggs; add flour, milk, salt, 
baking powder and the spinach. Mix well. Add grated 
cheese and mix it in.  Spread in the buttered pan. 
Bake for 35 minutes when the edges start to brown. 
Remove and cool for 45 minutes. Cut into bite-size 
squares. It can be served warm or cold.  Yum, Yum! 
 
 Jackie wrote, "He loved this snack when he started to 
cook more often. I sure miss my twin -- he was the brain, I 
was the beauty – ha ha ha!" 

T 
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We are going to The Steel City 
his year the JERRY MALLOY NEGRO 
LEAGUE CONFERENCE will be in 
Pittsburgh, the city of more than 300 steel-

related industries and more than 400 bridges.  
Swing for the fences and join other Negro 

League Researchers, historians, former players, 
students, fans and anyone interested in learning more 
about black baseball!  

You are invited to join us for the 18th Annual Jerry 
Malloy Negro League Conference in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania from August 6 – 8, 2015, and share in this 
wonderful history of black baseball. On Friday (7th) and 
Saturday (8th), there will be scholarly and academic 
presentations by some of the leading researchers from around 
the country on a variety of topics related to the theme, 
“Baseball’s Best: The Grays & the Crawfords”.   

There will also be player panels with opportunities 
to interact with former Negro Leaguers.  In addition we will 
be attending a Pirates game, Friday night.  Here is your 
chance to see in person, the Pirates’ MVP winner Andrew 
McCutchen.  The Los Angeles Dodgers will be bringing up-
and-coming MVP contender Yasiel Puig, along with Cy 
Young winners Zack Greinke and Clayton Kershaw to 
town. It doesn’t get much better than this! 

Vendors and 
authors will be present 
selling books and 
memorabilia.  A silent and 
live auction will be held 
during Saturday’s awards 
dinner, proceeds of which 
will be used to help defray 
the cost of bringing players 
and their guests to the 
conference.  

For those who like 
to test their knowledge of the 
Negro Leagues there is a 
highly competitive trivia 

contest with some really nice prizes.  
For educators there will be a Thursday workshop in 

which participants will learn about and receive curriculum 
materials available to share with your students.   

We look forward to seeing you and talking a little 
baseball at the five-star Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh 
Downtown with a prominent position in the Golden Triangle 
area adjacent to Point State Park, the Fort Pitt Museum and the 
Cultural District. This hotel has welcomed the likes of U.S. 
Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson, Dwight Eisenhower, Gerald 
Ford, Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush.  
 To register for the limited reserved rooms click here.  
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_n
ew&eventID=13822605  (use attendee in drop down) 
The Registration packet is coming your way very soon, with 
more details about players and special events we are planning.  
Contact your site coordinator, George Skornickel at 
georgeskornickel@gmail.com for details. 

In the words of the late Dick Clark, “Let’s Keep 
the Legacy Alive! 

The Trial of Fleet Walker 
he Black Ensemble Theater in Chicago is now 
showing playwright Ervin Gardner’s “The Trial 
of Moses Fleetwood Walker.” It is the first 

nonmusical drama for the theater in many years.   
The play is based on the real and fascinating 

story of Walker, who by many standards deserves pride 
of place over Jackie Robinson as the first black man to 
play major league baseball with the Toledo Blue 
Stockings of the American Association in 1884.  
Gardner’s courtroom drama resonates with our current 
open wounds around race and criminal justice.  

Walker, an inventor and author (Our Home 
Colony in 1908), born to a black physician father and a 
white mother in Steubenville, Ohio, was charged with 
second-degree murder for killing a white man, Patrick 
Murray, in a brawl outside a saloon in Syracuse, NY.  
Walker’s trial, in which he claimed self-defense, was a 
flash point for a nation still reeling from the Civil War.  

Featured in the play directed, by Jackie Taylor, 
is a video collage juxtaposing headlines from Walker’s 
time with Emmett Till’s murder, on through Trayvon 
Martin, Michael Brown and Tamir Rice.   

According to Tribune writer Kerry Reid, 
Gardner’s script and the Black Ensemble deserve credit 
for giving Moses Fleetwood Walker a theatrical turn at 
bat. The Trial of Moses Fleetwood Walker is a brave, 
honest, and powerful drama designed to get all of us 
facing the race problem. It is also a suspenseful engaging 
drama and wonderful theatre. Congratulations to the 
Black Ensemble Theatre for mounting this important 
work of history. The play runs through March 15th. 
 

The 2016 Malloy Goes to La Crosse 
We have tentatively granted next year’s Jerry 

Malloy Conference to the University of Wisconsin in 
La Crosse. Contingent upon available dates, the 
committee led by Michael Haupert, is planning an 
outstanding program with a Riverboat ride and suites at 
the ball park.  La Crosse is accessible on two major 
carriers: Delta (via Minneapolis) and American (via 
Chicago).   

T T
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Dugout Reading 
Joe Black: More Than A Dodger by Martha Jo 
Black and Chuck Schoffner.  

"Joe was a tremendous 
human being. He 
accomplished much on the 
ball field, but his greatest 
triumphs came in the game 
of life, as a single parent 
and business leader. His 
heart was bigger than his 
body," said Vin Scully, 
Hall of Fame broadcaster. 
 
In this first-ever biography 
of Joe Black, his daughter 
Martha Jo, who sells fan 
experiences for the 

Chicago White Sox, and veteran college sports writer Chuck 
Schoffner, tells the story of a man who bankrupt the color 
line, made baseball history, and raised a daughter and a son 
during a time when single parent homes were frowned upon.   
 
Martha Jo preserves her father's legacy, tells a fascinating 
story from a very personal perspective with some laughs along 
the way. Read about the time she got spanked and how she got 
Black's crucifixion from his days on the mound.  And later her 
days of dating ball players.  The authors recall how Black 
dealt with segregation issues and his professional approach to 
resolve them.  There are many new and wonderful tales of the 
diamond.  
 
This may be the best baseball book of 2015. Purchase your 
copy at: adigel@chicagoreviewpress.com  
 
Black Ball: A Negro Leagues Journal, editor 

Leslie Heaphy. This edition 
of McFarland’s academic 
journal, the best ever, features 
outstanding scholarship by 
several authors. Check out 
Jim Overmyer’s “Black 
Baseball in Yankee 
Stadium: The House that 
Ruth Built,” Bernard 
McKenna’s “A Field of 
Their Own: The Baltimore 
Black Sox and Maryland 
Park,” Shawn Morris’s “The 
Negro Leagues and 

Regional Historiography,” Jim Kreuz’s “The Dodgers’ First 
Choice Wasn’t Jackie Robinson,” and my favorite by former 
Trivia Champion Karl Lindholm’s “The Black Matty: 
William Clarence Matthews, ‘Harvard’s Famous Colored 
Shortstop’ and the Color Line.” 
Also included are several book reviews. Get your copy at: H 
http://www.mcfarlandbooks.com/customers/journals/blac
k-ball/  

Living on Borrowed Time: The Life and 
Times of Negro League 
Player Ted Toles, Jr., 
with Michael T. Swank The 
Negro Leagues were made up of 
thousands of men that enjoyed 
playing our national pastime just 
as much as their white 
counterparts; They were just not 
allowed to do it on the same stage.  
This exciting first hand account 
brings to life the career of one of 
these many men, Ted Toles, Jr.  
Take a ride with Mr. Toles from 
the sandlots of Ohio to north of 
the border in Canada, where he played with some of the 
biggest names in the history of sports. Then experience the 
exciting rebirth of his career that includes multiple Hall of 
Fame inductions, reunions with teammates and the long 
overdue recognition he deserves. There are lots of vintage 
photographs of this legendary pitcher, first baseman and 
outfielder who played in Canada, and the United States 
League.  
 
Mr. Toles was an engaging and energetic story teller at the 
2012 Jerry Malloy Conferences in Cleveland.  Contact the 
author Michael T. Swank at MichaelTswank@gmail.com for 
your copy.  Only 300 signed copies are available.   
 

Where is Pedro Sierra? 
e is everywhere! Senor Sierra was hired in December 
as the pitching coach for the Kalamazoo Growlers. 
The Growlers are a baseball team based in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, that plays in the Northwoods League, a 
collegiate summer baseball league. The Growlers were 
founded in 2013 and played their first game on May 30, 2014.  
 
Sierra had been a pitching instructor for Collegiate Sports 
from 1992-1995. In 1993, he participated in the filming of 
"Major League II" as a coach for the White Sox. In 1993, 
Sierra became a pitching coach for Essex Community 
College, near Baltimore, Maryland. The former pitching star 
for the Indianapolis Clowns and the Detroit Stars will be a 
welcome addition to their coaching staff. 
 

 

H

Ernie Nimmons, Minnie Forbes and Pedro Sierra
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Sunrises! 
SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY CARD. 
MARCH 
  1ST - VERNELL JACKSON - 85 
  4TH – CHARLES MIDDLEBROOK - 79 
  7TH – JAMES WOODS – 81 
11TH – BOB MOTLEY – 92 (UMPIRE) 
13TH – LEROY HANCOCK - 84 
15TH   – ALBERT JEFFCOAT – 82; CHARLIE DAVIS - 88 
18TH   – CHARLEY PRIDE – 79; EZELL KING - 85 
19TH   – WILLIE LEE - 80 
20TH  – GEORGE ALTMAN - 82 
21ST  –  BENNY RODRIQUEZ - 88 
31ST – MEL DUNCAN – 86 
 

APRIL 
  6TH – HAL HAIRSTON - 93 
15TH – J.C. HARTMAN – 81 
18TH – JIM ZAPP - 91 
23RD – CHUCK HARMON – 91 
25TH – JERRY BENNETT – 94; SAM ALLEN – 79 
26TH – BUDDY WILLIAMS – 101 
27TH – TONY LLOYD – 79 
30TH – JOE DOUSE – 85 
 

MAY 
  1ST  – PIANO RED WALKER - 83 
  6TH – WILLIE MAYS – 84 
13TH – J.W. WINGATE - 86 
17TH – GENE SCRUGGS – 77; IRVIN CASTILLE - 89 
18TH  – ART “SUPERMAN” PENNINGTON - 92 
22ND – GEORGE SPRIGGS – 78; MAURICE PEATROS – 76 
25TH   – LARRY LEGRANDE – 76 
29TH – HAROLD HAIR – 83 
 
NOTE:  Congratulations to our seven Nonagenarians: BOB 
MOTLEY, JERRY BENNETT, CHUCK HARMON, HAL 
HAIRSTON, ART "SUPERMAN" PENNINGTON & JIM ZAPP.  
Let's not forget our centurion BUDDY WILLIAMS. 
 

Call for Papers 
The Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference to be held in 
Pittsburgh, August 6-8, is welcoming proposal abstracts for 
presentations.  Presentations may focus on any topic related to 
the theme “Baseball’s Best: the Grays and the Crawfords.” 
Other topics will also be considered. 

Proposals should include a 250-word abstract, plus a 
brief biographical note about the presenter with contact 
information.  For oral presentations, please indicate whether 
you will require AV equipment.  For poster presentations, 
please indicate the number and size of posters to display.  

The deadline is April 24, 2015.  Please email your 
proposal as a MS Word document to: 

Leslie Heaphy at lheaphy@kent.edu or  
Stephanie Liscio at stephanieliscio@yahoo.com . 

 
Notifications will go out on May 8th. 

ALEXANDER JOHNSON, 72, died February 28, 2015 
in Detroit, Michigan.  From 1964 to 1976, Alex Johnson 
played for the Philadelphia Phillies, St. Louis Cardinals, 
Cincinnati Reds, California Angels, Cleveland Indians, 
Texas Rangers, New York Yankees, and Detroit Tigers. He 
was the National League Comeback Player of the Year in 
1968 and an American League All-Star and batting 
champion in 1970. His brother, Ron, was an NFL running 
back, notably for the New York Giants. 

 

Johnson attended Northwestern High School in Detroit, where 
he excelled as an offensive lineman for the school's football 
team. At Northwestern, Johnson was coached by the great 
Walt “O” Owens.  Coach O invited Alex Johnson has a 
special guest at our Detroit Malloy Conference last year. He 
was a big hit at the conference, and stayed around to reflect on 
his career and sign autographs.  

Coach Owens claimed, “He was the fastest ballplayer I ever 
coached from home to home. He was always a gentleman!”  
Coach laughed, “An unbelievable hitter, regardless of what I 
told him.” 

Note, as an all-around athlete, Johnson received a scholarship 
offer to attend Michigan State University to play football for 
the Spartans, but opted to sign with the Philadelphia Phillies 
instead.  And most baseball fans are thankful for that decision, 
to see one of baseball’s purest hitters. 
 

Late News Flash 
Congratulations to Rachel Robinson, Dizzy Dean and Don 
Zimmer for their election to the Shrine of the Eternals on July 
20, 2014.  

Of the 50 eligible candidates 
on the ballot, only Dean, Zimmer and 
Mrs. Robinson received more than 30 
percent of the votes. This was Rachel 
Robinson’s first time on the ballot. 

Other notable vote getters 
included Chet Brewer, Mamie 
Johnson, Rube Foster and our very 
own MVP Fay Vincent. 
 

Alex Johnson, a fan and Walt Owens in August 2014
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Sunsets . . . .  
BERNARDO “TOTO” FERNANDEZ, 95, died 
November 19, 2014, in North Las Vegas, NV.  Fernandez was 
an outstanding pitcher for the 1938 NAL champion Atlanta 
Black Crackers.  He split the next season with the Black 
Crackers and the Jacksonville Red Caps. In 1941, Fernandez 
pitched for the Philadelphia Stars and the Brooklyn Royal 
Giants.  He rejoined the Stars in 1944 before going to the 
Brooklyn Brown Dodgers of the United States League (USL) 
for the 1945 season.  In 1946, Toto joined another USL team, 
the Pittsburgh Crawfords.  The last three years of his 12-
year pro career was spent with the New York Black Yankees.  
 
HENRY "HANK" PRESSWOOD, 93, died 
December 27, 2014, in Chicago, IL. 
Presswood was a swift shortstop 
from 1948 to 1952 with the 
Cleveland Buckeyes and the 
Kansas City Monarchs. He played 
with the Buckeyes until they folded 
in 1950, joining Buck O'Neil's 
Monarchs where the skipper named 
him "Baby."  In 2008, he was 
"drafted" by the Chicago White 
Sox in an honorary Negro Leagues 
draft. Two years later in 2010, 
Topps honored him with a baseball 
card in their Allen & Ginter set. At the age of 88, he got his 
"rookie" card. 
  

HERBERT HAROLD "BRIEFCASE" SIMPSON, 
94, died January 7, 2015, in Algiers, LA.  Simpson played 
outfield and first base from 1942 to 1951 for the Birmingham 
Black Barons, Chicago American Giants, Homestead 
Grays, Harlem Globetrotters, Cincinnati Crescents, and 
the Seattle Steelheads in the West Coast Negro Baseball 
League.  "Herb played for the love of the game, and he 
enjoyed every minute of it, just like he enjoyed every minute 
of his life,’ recalled writer Ryan Whirty.  "He wasn't just a 
great baseball player and a sports trailblazer, but he was also a 
gracious, humble man who served his community and became 
a local ambassador for the fading memories of the Negro 
Leagues.”   
 
CARL RUSSELL LONG, 79, died January 12, 2015, in 
Kinston, NC. Long was born in South Carolina but spent most 
of his years in Kinston. He played outfield for the 1952 
Philadelphia Stars and the 1953 Birmingham Black Barons 
(as an all-star).  He is still the current season record holder 
with 111 RBIs with the Kinston Eagles of the Carolina 
League in 1956. In August of 2013, Long joined a small group 
of former players for a meet & greet with President Barack 
Obama. In 2013, King Carl published his autobiography "A 
Game of Faith: The Story of Negro League Player Carl 
Long," with Diane Taylor of Taylor Made Publishing.  
Obtain copies at: www.taylormadenc.com  
 

ERNEST "ERNIE" BANKS, 83, died January 23, 
2015, in Chicago, IL. Banks played shortstop for the Kansas 
City Monarchs in 1950 and 1953, with an interlude during 
the Korean War.   
 A huge Banks' fan Earl Beal from Terre Haute, IN, 
summed up this former Monarch the best, writing “Mr. Banks 
played the game with a sense of boyish fun and joy. While 
displaying his God-given talents on-field, his off-field 
countenance was beyond reproach. He will be missed by me 
and by the baseball world in general."  

 In November of 2013, the Hall of Famer and Chicago 
Cub "Let's Play Two" icon was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama in 
Washington D.C.  Other Major Leaguers to receive the 
Presidential Medal of Honor include former NL stars Hank 
Aaron, Jackie Robinson, along with Roberto Clemente, Joe 
DiMaggio, Ted Williams and Stan Musial. 
 

SATURNINO ORESTES ARRIETA “MINNIE” 
MINOSO YARMAS, 90, died March 1, 2015, in 
Chicago, IL.  Minoso played the hot corner for the 1946-48 
New York Cubans.  He was a member of their championship 
1947 team. Minoso made his debut in the Major Leagues in 
1949 with the Cleveland Indians and was dealt to the Chicago 

White Sox two years later.  He 
played 12 of his 17 years with 
Chicago.  Minoso had a .298 
career batting average, with 186 
homers and 1,023 RBIs.   

His career spanned five 
decades.  Minoso got his last 
major league hit in 1976 and 
came back for two more at-bats 
in 1980.  Three years later, the 
White Sox retired his No. 9. 

In August of 2013, he 
joined a small group of former 

Negro Leaguers for a meet & greet with President Barack 
Obama.  A longtime White Sox fan, the President praised 
Minoso for his speed, power and ‘resilient optimism” while 
helping integrate baseball in the 1950s. 

White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf said it best, 
“There has never been a better ambassador for the game or for 
the White Sox than Minnie.”  Ditto! 
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The Krock Watch 
he Negro Leagues Grave Marker Committee led 
by Dr. Jeremy Krock currently has several 
projects underway.  A recent email reveals the 

marker for Ms. Connie 
Morgan was delivered 
in January.  The 
dedication date is under 
discussion.  Morgan, one 
of a handful of females 
in professional baseball, 
played second base for 
the 1954 Indianapolis 
Clowns.  She died in 
1996 and is buried in 
Mount Lawn Cemetery, 
Sharon Hill, PA.  
 
Elias "Country Brown" Bryant's marker project is 
led by Patricia Willis and Philip Ross. Bryant died in 
1937 and is buried in the Frederick Douglass 
Memorial Cemetery in Staten Island, NY.  More 
details to come. 
 
Clarence E. "Waxey" Williams' marker project is 
in the design phrase with 
efforts led by Michael 
Everett, Bob Mayer and 
others. Waxey Williams 
played several years, from 
1886 to 1913, as a catcher 
and manager of the top 
independent teams from the 
period, including the, 
Cuban Giants, New York 
Gorhams, Cuban X-
Giants and the Philadelphia Giants.  Williams died in 
1934 and is buried in Atlantic City Cemetery, 
Pleasantville, NJ. 
 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 
Larry Lester Co-chair, HULarryLester42@gmail.comUH  
Dick Clark Co-chair (in spirit)H  
 
The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 
Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) in 
March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, 
submissions and research requests can be sent to Larry 
Lester.  Back issues can be found HUHERE UH.  
 
To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 
SABR by HUclicking hereUH. For more information about 
SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee HUclick hereUH.        
Copyright © 2015 SABR.  All Rights Reserved. 

Fred Goree, a minor league manager of the Chicago 
Independent Giants, who 
was tragically murder in 
1925 by a police officer in 
East St. Louis, when his 
brand-new Buick broke 
down, is getting a headstone.  
Krock has located his 
grandchildren, who are 
appreciative of his efforts.  
Meanwhile Tri-Gard 
Memorials is donating the 
former bricklayer's marker for installment at Lincoln 
Cemetery in Alsip, IL. 
 
Wesley "Biggie" Barrow's marker efforts are led by 
renowned writer/historian Ryan Whirty.  Barrow was a 
catcher and outfielder for several teams, including the 
New Orleans Black Pelicans, Nashville Cubs and 
Baltimore Elite Giants. He died on Christmas Eve in 
1965 of a heart attack.  Although Barrow died in New 
Orleans proper, Barrow is buried in New Hope Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Gretna, LA. 
 Whirty is working with Gretna City Councilman 
Milton Crosby on the project, along with members of 
the local SABR chapter.  The stone is already purchased 
and on its way. The majority of the funding is coming 
from Mr. Rodney Page, son of famed NOLA 
promoter/owner Allen Page. Dad played youth club 
baseball under the tutelage of Wesley Barrow. 
 
William “Billy” Francis, the great hot corner man for 
several top teams that included the Lincoln Giants, 
Hilldale Club, Philadelphia Giants and the Chicago 
American Giants, played from 1904 to 1925, will have 
his marker ordered this summer.  Another Tri-Gard 
Memorial donation!  
 In the spring of 1915 the Baxter’s Sporting 
Gossip, reported: “The fielding of 
chunky little Francis at third base has 
been a distinct feature of the game 
played in Seattle this spring by the 
colored Giants. He has a wonderful 
left hand.  Once he gets it on a ball, 
there is a mighty seldom a slip and 
his ground covering ability is simply 
astonishing.  Francis is not 
considered a heavy hitter, but this 
spring he is clouting the ball.”  
 Francis' gravesite has been without a headstone 
since 1942, when he died at the young age of 62. More 
than 70 years later, the Philly native is still considered 
one of the premier third basemen of all time.  
 The Krock team continues to rock . . . . 

T 


