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     The Research Room at 

the Giamatti Research 

Center welcomed atten-

dees at 9:00 a.m. with 

an opportunity to re-

new old acquaintan-

ces, put faces to fa-

miliar email ad-

dresses, and add 

pounds by consuming 

any number of pas-

tries and muffins. 

At 10:00 the gather-

ing adjourned to the 

cozy Bullpen Theatre, 

named for the adorn-

ment of its walls with life-

size images of great relief 

pitchers of the past, from 

Doc Crandall forward.    

      Host Peter Mancuso, 

chair of the Nineteenth 

Century Committee, 

opened by noting that with 

so many prominent re-

searchers on hand he felt 

like "the batboy at the All-

Star Game", and went on to 

recall the many contribu-

tions of the late Fred Ivor

-Campbell, for whom the 

conference has been 

newly named, and to 

provide an update on 

Alma Campbell. Pe-

ter noted the regrets 

sent by Al Blumkin 

at not being able to 

attend. Peter then 

introduced Jim Gates 

of the Hall of Fame, 

who provided an ad-

ditional welcome. 

     Don Jensen 

opened the program with 

his presentation 

"Everyone Went to 

Nick's...", recounting the 

heyday and decline of 

(Continued on page 2) 

2nd IVOR-CAMPBELL CONFERENCE 

Held in COOPERSTOWN  
by Bob Tholkes 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER by Peter Mancuso 

 I peeked at last year‟s 

summer edition of the 

Chairman‟s Corner piece 

to see how I broached the 

same topic (our upcoming 

annual Nineteenth Cen-

tury Committee business 

meeting) that this year‟s 

piece is dedicated to, and 

realized that I need to say 

many of the same things 

that I said last year, with 

some modest but meaning-

ful changes. 

Naturally, the first change 

is the date, and location 

change from last year‟s 

time and place.  So, to keep 

everyone on track, our 

Committee meeting will 

take place on Thursday, 

August 5th, from 1:30 PM 

to 2:30 PM at SABR 40 

in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Repeating that it takes 

about 15 minutes collec-

(Continued on page 4) 

Keynoter Peter Morris in 

full declamation mode 
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Ivor-Campbell Conference (cont.) 

Nick Engle's Home Plate, the 

popular New York steakhouse and 

gathering place in the Gilded Age, 

1885-1895, run by superfan Nick 

Engle. Engle played host and mai-

tre-d to the New York Giants and 

many of baseball's elite. Summa-

rizing the historical sources for 

descriptions of the restaurant,  its 

famous clientele, and its location 

in Madison Square, at the time the 

city's primary entertainment dis-

trict, Don noted that changes in 

both baseball  and in the district 

caused its failure by century's end. 

     Tom Shieber of the Hall of 

Fame followed with a Power Point 

presentation of the Hall's holdings 

concerning Al Spalding's World 

Tour of 1888-89, which Tom re-

counted in detail. Tom artfully 

tied the artifacts together by de-

scribing how each aids the process 

of elimination in identifying the 

Tour participant who authored the 

diary of the trip which is among 

the Hall's holdings. 

     Lunch at nearby Templeton 

Hall featured an excellent buffet 

and keynote speaker Peter Morris, 

who began with a trivia question:  

Who had 100 major league wins as 

a pitcher and was a prisoner during 

the Civil War at the notorious 

Andersonville, S. C., prison camp 

The question illustrated Peter's 

point that the player's patriotic sac-

rifice would be celebrated today but 

was of no apparent interest at the 

time, and that this difference of per-

spective, also to be observed in 

what is included (and excluded) in 

the early rules, is an important con-

sideration for researchers.  Exclu-

sion was the focus of Peter's second 

theme, which was that the story of 

the development of the New York 

Game through most of the Nine-

teenth Century is the story of in-

creasing degrees of exclusion, and 

resistance to it. Exclusion abated 

only in the 1890s. The answer to 

Peters trivia question: Cherokee 

Fisher. 

     Attendees returned to the Bull-

pen Theatre for a post-prandial 

panel on the topic "Was Base Ball 

Really Baseball: Where and How 

Does the Old Game Survive?" Pan-

elists David Block, Richard Her-

shberger, Larry McCray, and 

David Nemec considered the mat-

ter under the direction of modera-

tor John Thorn, who posed an ini-

tial question related to the topic 

for all panelists to answer, and 

then invited questions from the 

audience, of which there was a 

steady flow which served to raise 

and illuminate several different 

perspectives. Not surprisingly, the 

theme was not resolved deci-

sively. 

     To close, John asked the panel 

to name the single most important 

figure in baseball's evolution in 

the Nineteenth Century; two of 

four named Henry Chadwick. 

     The conference concluded with 

the final two presentations. Tom 

Altherr batted first, comprehen-

sively evaluating the sources, 

themes, and evidence for the role 

of baseball-type games in the lives 

of African- Americans before the 

end of slavery. After a coffee 

break and opportunity to obtain 

and sign books offered by confer-

ence attendees, Bill Humber con-

(Continued on page 3) 

Conference attendees as the bartender gets closer  More attendees before attacking the  buffet table 
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More From Ivor-Campbell Conference (cont.) 

cluded with "Like the Weather, 

Base Ball Didn't Stop at the Border: 

Observations and Sources on 19th 

Century Baseball in Canada", pro-

viding both the historical backdrop 

in which the game developed and a 

comprehensive review of early Ca-

(Continued from page 2) nadian sources and clubs from 1803 

to the end of the century. 

     Before adjourning, the confer-

ence roundly applauded the work of 

Committee chair Mancuso in ar-

ranging an enjoyable, well-

organized, and rewarding confer-

ence. 

Editor‟s Note: The Frederick Ivor-

Campbell Nineteenth Century Base-

ball Conference is an annual event 

managed by the Committee. Infor-

mation about the 2011 Conference 

will be announced this winter. 

More Conference Photos– Too Much Fun in Cooperstown 

Host Peter Mancuso speaks 

Panelists David Block and 

Larry McCray listen to Peter 

Mancuso speak 

Panelists Richard Hershberger 

and David Nemec search for the 

exit as Peter Mancuso speaks 

Attendees ask, “Is it our turn to eat yet?” First Things First 
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Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 

tively to be seated at meeting start 

and to vacate the room at meeting 

end, we have a precious forty-five 

minutes to conduct our business (a 

good reason to have our Frederick 

Ivor-Campbell Base Ball Confer-

ence).  Again, I would like to 

dedicate a little over two-thirds of 

our meeting (35 minutes) to a 

structured agenda, allowing for 

just under one-third (10 minutes) 

for open discussion.  Here‟s the 

first thirty-five minutes. 

Five Minutes – Welcome and Spe-

cial Presentation of 2010 Chair-

man‟s Award. 

Five Minutes – Meeting Atten-

dees‟ Introduction. 

Ten Minutes – Overlooked 19th 

Century Baseball Legends, 2010 

election results.  Representatives 

of our Overlooked 19th Century 

Baseball Legends project commit-

tee will announce the full results 

of this year‟s committee-wide 

June election.  A press release 

will accompany the results for 

those in attendance to pass on to 

their local newspaper‟s baseball 

writer.  Spread the word of who 

our Committee selected as an-

other overlooked 19th century 

baseball legend. 

Five Minutes – Frederick Ivor-

Campbell 19th Century Base Ball 

Conference.  A status report will 

be presented along with our 

plans for 2011, including com-

ments solicited for future confer-

ences. 

Five Minutes – Greatest Base-

ball Games of the 19th Century 

book project.  A status report 

outlining the current status of 

this exciting committee project 

will be presented. 

Five Minutes – How to Do 19th 

Century Baseball Research pro-

ject.  A brief status report will be 

presented on this latest Committee 

project.  

Ten Minutes – This time is dedi-

cated to open discussion, includ-

ing comments from members in-

volved in the Pioneer Project and 

an invitation to any members in 

attendance who may wish to vol-

unteer to chair a new Nineteenth 

Century Committee  project or 

initiative. 

     I hope all of you will give 

strong consideration to attending 

SABR 40 and that if you will be 

in Atlanta that you will be in at-

tendance at our Nineteenth Cen-

tury Committee meeting.   

Regards, Peter Mancuso 

Down-home Baseball in Walla Walla by Terry Gottschall 

held in Walla Walla, Washing-

ton Territory, in July 1889 repre-

sents this pattern.   

     Pioneer settlers had founded 

the town, in the shadows of 

nearby Fort Walla Walla, in 

1859.  The town grew quickly, 

serving as a supply depot for 

gold and silver mines to the 

north and northeast, while earn-

ing the nickname “Garden City” 

from the agricultural cornucopia 

grown in the verdant and fertile 

Walla Walla valley.   The town 

even competed to become the 

territorial capital but eventually 

lost out to Olympia.      

     Baseball arrived in July 1867 

when an editorial in the Walla 

Walla Statesman  promoted “base 

ball” as an act of civic pride:  

“There is scarce a one-horse town 

in Oregon that has not one or 

more base ball clubs.  Cannot we 

have a base ball club at Walla 

Walla?  In these dull times an or-

ganization of the kind would serve 

to drive away the blues.”  Towns-

folk promptly accepted this chal-

lenge, formed two teams, and then 

watched the “Excelsiors” defeat 

the “Walla Wallas,” 85-60, in the 

inaugural match game.  

     Baseball appears in Walla 

(Continued on page 5) 

     Nineteenth-century town teams 

provided the best of what baseball

-historian Harold Seymour refers 

to as “down-home baseball.”  He 

argues that the ubiquitous  town 

team merits “a place alongside 

such other symbols of America‟s 

past as the little red schoolhouse, 

the fervent revival meeting, and 

the old fashioned Fourth of July 

celebration.”   

     Town teams also fostered civic 

pride in hometown fans and pro-

duced 19th century rivalries that 

easily matched modern contests 

between Yankees and Red Sox. 

The first town-team tournament 
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Down-home Baseball in Walla Walla (cont.) 

Walla newspapers on an intermit-

tent basis thereafter.  Community 

celebrations marking important 

holidays, particularly Memorial 

Day and the Fourth of July, tended 

to involve hose races between vol-

unteer fire brigades.  That all 

changed in 1889 when local base-

ball “cranks” planned a four-day, 

four-team tournament to celebrate 

the Fourth of July and mark 

Washington Territory‟s upcoming 

statehood (November 11).   

     The local team invited “nines” 

from Colfax, Washington, the ag-

ricultural center and seat of Whit-

man County, one hundred miles 

north; Pendleton, Oregon, a dec-

ade short of establishing the Pen-

dleton Round-Up and Pendleton 

Woolen Mills, fifty miles south; 

and the 2nd Cavalry, which had 

garrisoned Fort Walla Walla since 

1884.   

     Whitman College, a four-year 

liberal arts institution, offered 

Ankenny Field as the site of the 

contests, advertising free admis-

sion, “prime seating” for ladies, 

and a refreshment stand selling 

fresh-squeezed lemonade.  (The 

invention of Cracker Jack was still 

two years off.)   

     The winning team would re-

ceive a $100 purse and a 

“handsome” championship pen-

nant, edged with silver fringe, 

decorated with the traditional 

crossed bats at the foot, and in-

scribed with “Championship of 

the Inland Empire.” which guaran-

teed a boost to the winning team‟s 

civic pride.   

     Cranks, and gamblers, installed 

Walla Walla and Pendleton as im-

(Continued from page 4) mediate co-favorites. In fact, the 

civic rivalry between the two 

towns had become so strong that 

the Walla Walla Statesman re-

ported, rather disdainfully, that 

Pendleton had imported a pro-

fessional battery–pitcher and 

catcher–from Portland for the 

series. [The professional known 

only as Barker and Garson] The 

newspaper accused the Pendle-

ton baseballists of athletic cow-

ardice since they were “afraid to 

tackle the Walla Walla nine with 

their regular players.” 

     The tournament began on 

Wednesday, July 3, with morn-

ing and afternoon games.   Pen-

dleton defeated Walla Walla, 13-

4, in the first game with the 2nd 

Cavalry beating Colfax in the 

afternoon.   

     Thursday, July 4, saw fire-

works on and off the diamond.  

Walla Walla trounced  Colfax, 

15-1, in the morning game, 

while Pendleton defeated Fort 

Walla Walla, 19-15, in a contest 

described as the “most interest-

ing game to date.”  Both games 

were well attended “and the 

players were at times loudly 

cheered.”  The fans remained on 

site to listen to a band concert 

and watch a fireworks display at 

dusk to celebrate the country‟s 

birth. 

     A large crowd, including a 

vocal contingent from Oregon, 

arrived at Ankenny Field on Sat-

urday afternoon, July 6, to watch 

the championship game between 

Walla Walla and Pendleton.  Ac-

cording to the Statesman, the 

two teams played evenly until 

Walla Walla‟s defense “went to 

pieces” in the fifth inning, as the 

home team committed several fa-

tal fielding errors.  Meanwhile, 

Pendleton‟s professional pitcher 

stuck out one Walla Walla batter 

after another, allowing the visiting 

team to win, 12-3.  The States-

man‟s post-game review blamed 

the home team‟s defeat on the fact 

that  Pendleton had “wanted to 

win and imported an excellent bat-

tery for that purpose to which 

alone their success is in all prob-

ability due.”      

     Disappointed Walla Walla fans 

likewise attributed their team‟s 

loss  to Pendleton‟s unorthodox 

roster.  They immediately chal-

lenged the visitors to a rematch, 

offering a purse “of any size,” if 

Pendleton promised to play with 

their regular amateur lineup.  The 

Oregonians, however, refused to 

accept the challenge, took their 

championship pennant and purse, 

and boarded the evening train for 

home.   

     “Down-home baseball,” and 

the civic rivalry between Walla 

Walla and Pendleton, continued 

for a generation.  Amateur teams 

competed in the Blue Mountain 

League throughout the 1890s and 

early 1900s.  Professional baseball 

provided additional opportunities 

for competition with the Pacific 

Interstate League (1891), the 

Inland Empire League (1908), and 

the Western Tri-State League 

(1912-1914).   

      

Sources: 

     “Baseball: The Peoples Game 

by Harold Seymour. 

     “Walla Walla Statesman” 
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Research Requests, Announcements and Other Stuff 

Season a Pitcher Ever Had.‟ 

     The historical biography, by 

Providence Journal columnist Ed 

Achorn, tracks the story of a lit-

tle-known pitcher who set a sea-

son record of 59 wins that never 

will be broken. 

     The book is set in 1884, when 

baseball was in its infancy and 

looked down upon by much of 

the public, a time when pitchers 

threw balls at batters' heads and 

catchers played barehanded. The 

story centers on Charles "Old 

Hoss" Radbourn and what he 

endured -- including pitching so 

much he couldn't lift his arm to 

comb his hair.” 

 

     The Vintage Base Ball Asso-

ciation (VBBA) will be holding 

its 2011 convention in Cleve-

land. Jay Demegall of the Cleve-

land Blues, the host team, has 

communicated with SABR and 

our Committee in hopes of hav-

ing Nineteenth Century Commit-

tee members involved as pre-

senters and/or panelists.  The 

convention will be held at the 

Hilton Garden Inn, opposite Pro-

gressive Field, March 25-27, 

2011.  If you can be in Cleve-

land on those dates and can help 

Jay Demegall please, contact 

him directly (216) 214-6147 or 

email: cbbc1@gmail.com. 

 

     Committee Member Deb 

Shattuck provided the committee  

with an intriguing account of an 

1890 game played in Wee-

hawkin, New Jersey between the 

“Chicago Female Base Ball 

Club” (a.k.a. Black Stockings or 

Black Stocking Nine) and a male 

team, the “Allertons.”  Newspaper 

reports placed the attendance be-

tween 7,000 to 10,000 persons.  

The large crowd is only the tip of 

the iceberg for this game as it con-

cluded with a riot, and this game 

is only the tip of the iceberg of 

Deb‟s book project about 19th-

century women‟s baseball. 

 

    Peter Nash is on the case.  Pe-

ter‟s new website, “Hauls of 

Shame” (www.haulsofshame.com

) is dedicated to discovering and 

identifying historic baseball docu-

ments (most from the 19th-

century) that have been spirited 

out of public archives and mu-

seum and library collections.  His 

latest posting, is an incredible ac-

count of a letter by Alexander 

Cartwright that was removed from 

a museum in Hawaii.  You will 

not want to look at another base-

ball auction calendar featuring 

historic documents and artifacts 

without visiting Peter‟s website. 

     Trey Stecker, Committee mem-

ber and BioProject Vice Chair 

(he‟s in charge of 19th century 

vice) sends along a request seek-

ing bios of the !9th Century Over-

looked Legends candidates. He 

writes “Reviewing the slate of 

candidates from the 2009 and 

2010 Overlooked Legends voting, 

I noticed that the following play-

ers are not yet represented with 

biographies in SABR‟s BioPro-

ject: Bob Caruthers, Bill Dahlen, 

Paul Hines, Tony Mullane, Harry 

Stovey, George Van Haltren, and 

Deacon White.  I'm optimistic that 

some Nineteenth Century Com-

mittee members will step forward 

     Committee Member Tom Perry 

has alerted us to an intriguing arti-

cle from the May 24, 2010 issue 

of The State (Columbia, South 

Carolina) of a reported 1862 game 

played before 10,000 Union sol-

diers and Confederate prisoners 

on Hilton Head Island.  A copy of 

the newspaper story has been for-

warded to Len Levin for SABR‟s 

research archives. 

 

     Ed Achorn‟s, “Fifty-nine in 

„84” has been receiving wide 

praise.  Our late and former Nine-

teenth Century Committee Chair-

man, Frederick Ivor-Campbell is 

acknowledged by Mr. Achorn, for 

his contributions to the author‟s 

account of “Old Hoss” Rad-

bourn‟s incredible record setting 

pitching season. 

 

     Another note about Ed‟s book 

about Radbourn is that the Holly-

wood Reporter tells us that 

“Kirker Butler, a co-executive 

producer and writer on Fox series 

„The Cleveland Show‟ has op-

tioned movie rights to „Fifty-Nine 

in '84: Old Hoss Radbourn, Bare-

handed Baseball, and the Greatest 

mailto:cbbc1@gmail.com
http://www.haulsofshame.com
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More Research Requests, Announcements and Stuff (cont.) 

to write the biographies of these 

Overlooked Legends.  Authors 

might begin with the sketches 

from the spring 2010 edition of 

Nineteenth-Century Notes as well 

as the biographical profiles from 

Baseball's First Stars and Nine-

teenth-Century Stars.  Excellent 

bios of the other Overlooked Leg-

ends, including 2009 winner Pete 

Browning, Doc Adams, Ross Bar-

nes, Jack Glasscock, George Gore, 

and Bobby Mathews, have already 

been published on the BioPro-

ject‟s website: http://

bioproj.sabr.org/. Any authors in-

terested in writing the biography 

of one of these Overlooked Leg-

ends should email me at 

tstrecker@bsu.edu.” 

 

     Jerry Kuntz reports,  

“Chronicling America got bigger! 

From the LOC (Library of Con-

gress) blog: "On June 16, 2010 the 

Library of Congress added more 

than 275,000 historic newspaper 

pages to the Chronicling America 

Web site, including newspapers 

from 4 new states – Illinois, Kan-

sas, Oklahoma and Oregon – and 

expanding the site's time coverage 

into the Civil War era. The site 

now includes more than 2.3 mil-

lion pages from 295 titles pub-

lished between 1860 and 1922 in 

19 states and the District of Co-

lumbia." Check it out at http://

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/.  
 

     Jerry is also heading up 

a new Committee Project that is 

part of a larger SABR effort. He 

writes, “An ad hoc committee has 

been formed to develop a guide on 

"How to do 19th Century Baseball 

Research".  The following mem-

bers from the 19th Century Com-

mittee volunteered to pull to-

gether this material:   Joe Wil-

liams, Kim Juhase,  Richard 

Oller, and Jerry Kuntz 

(chairing).   This effort will be a 

subset of the larger SABR "How 

to Do Baseball Research" pro-

ject. That overall effort is a new 

collection of online articles on 

doing baseball research that up-

dates two books previously pub-

lished by SABR, the Base-

ball Research Handbook of 1987 

and its update How to 

Do Baseball Research from 

2000. This new online iteration 

contains significant revisions to 

the concepts presented in the 

earlier books, as well as some 

topics that were not covered previ-

ously.                                                               

The 19th Century guide will point 

to commonly used sources such 

as: 1) historical newspapers;  2) 

genealogical sources (census in-

formation, public records, city di-

rectories);  3) local history, manu-

script and photographic ar-

chives;  4) a bibliography of 

books on baseball from the 19th 

century and about the game in that 

period;  5) current groups, publi-

cations, websites and blogs that 

focus on 19th century baseball; and 

6) crucial reference datasets (in 

book form or online) for the re-

searcher.  The ad hoc committee 

invites all 19th Century Committee 

members to suggest resources in 

these areas.  In particular, they 

would like to hear about which 

particular newspapers throughout 

the country offered the best game 

coverage and how those papers 

can be accessed.  Also, any tips on 

how to track down elusive origins/

protoball references would be ap-

preciated.  Please send your best 

recommendations to Jerry Kuntz 

(jkuntz@rcls.org).” 

 

http://bioproj.sabr.org/
http://bioproj.sabr.org/
mailto:tstrecker@bsu.edu
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/.
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/.
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American Association Hitting Streaks Compiled by Trent McCotter 

The following list is supplied by 

Trent McCotter. It is his compila-

tion of 19th Century American As-

sociation hitting streaks. Three of 

them, including the top streak on 

the list span two seasons. But the 

names on the list are, for the most 

park, big names and producers in 

the AA. Jimmy Wolf with a 31 

game run over the 1885-1886 sea-

sons was a good performer for all 

ten of the American Association 

seasons. He even took the 1890 bat-

ting title.  

     Wolf‟s boyhood friend and long-

time teammate Pete Browning 

makes the list six times. From 1882 

to 1887 he had a twenty game or 

better hitting streak each season 

except 1883.  Tip O‟Neill made the 

list three times while Dave Orr and 

Denny Lyons put together two 

steaks each.  

   The streaks occur in every season 

although 1887 saw six runs of 20 or 

better posted.  

  But perhaps the oddest gleaning is 

that almost 40% of the streaks were 

achieved by a single team. Nine 

times in the course of American 

Association history a member of 

the Louisville Colonels put together 

a 20 game hitting streak. Browning 

was the big bat here with six, but if 

you drop him from consideration 

the team would have tied for second 

along with St. Louis and New York 

and one behind Philadelphia. 

     Perhaps there is some magic in 

the distillate produced in several of 

the manufacturing firms that shares 

the West End neighborhood around 

Eclipse Park.  

 

 

Games, Player, Team, Span, Hits 

& ABs 

 

31: Jimmy Wolf, LOU, 8/16/85-

4/21/1886 (41-for-137) 

 

28: Dave Orr, NY, 8/4/1886-

9/7/1886 (55-for-121) 

 

27: Harry Taylor, LOU, 

6/29/1890-8/2/1890 (42-for-112) 

 

26: Pete Browning, LOU, 

5/9/1885-6/15/1885 (45-for-115) 

 

25: Hick Carpenter, CIN, 

5/16/1882-6/28/1882 (49-for-

116) 

 

25: Tip O'Neill, STL, 8/23/1887-

9/21/1887 (58-for-111) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25: Perry Werden, BAL, 

4/21/1891-5/22/1891 (44-for-

101) 

 

24: Pete Browning, LOU, 

5/15/1886-6/12/1886 (37-for-97) 

 

24: Pete Browning, LOU, 

9/10/1887-10/9/1887 (38-for-92) 

 

23: Dave Orr, NY, 7/19/1884-

8/23/1884 (45-for-99) 

 

23: Pete Browning, LOU, 

8/27/1884-10/8/1884 (37-for-99) 

 

22: Dude Esterbrook, NY, 

5/10/1884-6/10/1884 (32-for-101) 

 

22: Tip O'Neill, STL, 10/4/1887-

5/10/1888 (46-for-90) 

 

21: Harry Stovey, PHI, 6/15/1885-

7/12/1885 (34-for-95) 

 

21: Denny Lyons, PHI, 6/24/1887

-7/20/1887 (35-for-84) 

 

21: Denny Lyons, PHI, 7/25/1887

-8/17/1887 (38-for-93) 

 

21: Tom Brown, BOS, 5/31/1891-

6/30/1891 (36-for-97) 

 

20: Pete Browning, LOU, 

8/4/1882-9/2/1882 (32-for-82) 

 

20: Pete Browning, LOU, 

9/18/1882-6/4/1883 (35-for-84) 

 

20: John Reilly, CIN, 6/23/1883-

7/19/1883 (36-for-89) 

 

20: John Coleman, PHI, 6/1/1885-

7/6/1885 (31-for-86) 

 

20: Tip O'Neill, STL, 7/22/1888-

8/14/1888 (29-for-80) 

 

20: Tommy Tucker, BAL, 

4/30/1889(1)-5/22/1889 (35/79) 

 

20: Dan Shannon, LOU, 8/2/1889-

8/30/1889 (31-for-84) 

Tip O’Neill 
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Does the Curve Ball Curve?  A Nineteenth Century Answer  

     John Delahanty sent in a piece 

from the Boston Daily Advertiser 

he came across while doing some 

research on Tommy Bond.  

     He writes, “Sometime in the 

mid-forties, as I was reading the 

Boston Daily Record’s baseball 

pages, I came across the Ripley‟s 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT feature. It 

claimed that the curve ball doesn‟t 

actually curve, that it‟s just an op-

tical illusion.  

     

“A while later an article appeared, 

stating that the reality of the curve 

ball had been established in a con-

temporary experiment. 

     “While gathering some mate-

rial on Tommy Bond, I ran across 

this article indicating that the real-

ity of the curve ball had been es-

tablished almost seventy years 

earlier.” 

     From the Boston Daily Adver-

tiser, October 25, 1877: 

     The question, whether or not a 

base-ball can be pitched or thrown 

so as to describe a lateral curve in 

the air, was conclusively answered 

by a test at Cincinnati the other 

day.  Tommy Bond, the pitcher 

of the Boston club, and [Bobby] 

Mitchell of the Cincinnatis, actu-

ally caused the ball to curve, and 

as the latter is left-handed, and 

caused the ball to take a curve 

the reverse of that imparted to it 

by Bond, the theory that the 

wind was the “curve pitcher” 

cannot be maintained. The 

pitcher stood at the “home-plate” 

and pitched toward first base. 

The conditions of the pitching 

were such as to prevent any mis-

take as to the fact. Bond placed 

himself inside the diamond. A 

board was raised even with the 

line from home to first base, so 

that if his hand passed over the 

line in delivering the ball, the 

ball would be stopped  at once. 

Midway to first base, another 

barrier was raised inside the line 

and even with it.  It will be seen 

that the pitcher was thus forced 

to deliver the ball from inside 

the line and cause it to pass out-

side to clear the middle barrier. 

Unless it should then curve in-

ward, it must infallibly strike the 

second barrier. As a matter of 

fact, the ball was caught inside 

the line. All the barriers were 

then changed, and Mitchell, 

pitching from outside the line, 

caused the ball to go inside, and 

then curve outwards, and it was 

caught fully a foot outside the 

line. The double test was a per-

fect one, and professors of me-

chanics must hereafter seek for 

the explanation of what has been 

done, rather than try to demon-

strate that it is impossible.” 

 

     So there. QED. 

     Who invented the curveball? I 

have no idea.    

     Most of us have heard of the 

principle in physics that explains 

why a baseball with raised seams 

curves. It is essentially the same 

reason aircraft can fly if the wing 

is designed to create a pressure 

difference on the top and bottom 

portion of the wing. It is called the 

Bernoulli Effect. But who the 

heck is Bernoulli. I‟m glad you 

asked. 

     Daniel Bernoulli was an eight-

eenth century mathematician born 

in the Netherlands of Dutch-Swiss 

parentage. His father and uncle 

were each prominent mathemati-

cians of the era. Daniel aspired to 

study mathematics but his father 

pushed him to study to become a 

merchant and get out of the family 

equation business. But you know 

how much kids want to do math.  

    During a distinguished career in 

math and statistics Daniel came up 

with an equation to explain why 

certain objects curve, thus the 

Bernoulli effect.  

     If Bernoulli hadn‟t come along 

I guess the slider would never 

have been called “the nickel 

curve.” Here is his portrait from 

an 1752 Topps set. 

Tommy Bond 
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Attention Philatelists by Ed Heckenfluss 
     While rummaging through the 

internet recently I ran across an 

image of a baseball stamp issued 

by the United States Postal Ser-

vice (USPS). 

      This is not unusual as the 

USPS has in recent years issued 

hundreds and hundreds of special 

issue stamps covering a multitude 

of subjects. Ducks, Simpsons, 

Movie Stars, Flowers, and on and 

on. 

     Stamps with a baseball connec-

tion are not rare. Ruth, Gehrig, 

Jackie Robinson, old ballparks, 

US Olympic baseball, and others 

have been issued in recent years. 

     The catalogue of baseball 

stamps issued by the USPS is long 

but not loaded with nineteenth 

century connections.  

     A quick review of the USPS 

web site does not turn up any cur-

rent baseball-themed issues, but a 

not-too difficult search turned up 

the images on this page. 

     The stamp above stamp ap-

pears to be a 1939 issue com-

memorating that great day when 

Abner Doubleday invented our 

favorite game along with Velcro, 

the floppy disc, and fire in 1839. 

     The issue was part of the fes-

tivities surrounding the opening of 

the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. 

     A favorite nineteenth century 

invention was Casey at the Bat. 

Ernest Lawrence Thayer penned 

this bit of poetry in the 1880s 

and De Wolf Hopper made it a 

staple of his stage appearances 

for many decades. This stamp 

was issued in 1996 as part of the 

Folk Hero series. This series in-

cluded Pecos Bill, John Henry, 

and Paul Bunyan. 

     In 2008 the Postal Service 

honored the song “Take Me Out 

To the Ballgame” with a stamp. 

Commemorating the 100th anni-

versary of the publication of the 

Albert Von Tilzer and Jack Nor-

worth standard. It is said that the 

stamp is modeled on an 1880s to-

bacco card, but it doesn‟t look 

much like studio cards of more 

familiar style.  

     The Wagner stamp below was 

issued in 2000 as part of a 20 

stamp set of Legends of Baseball. 

Wagner and Cy Young are the 

only two players with  nineteenth 

century major league experience. 

     Wagner and Young also made 

the cut in the 1992 Baseball Hall 

of Fame Heroes set that also fea-

tured this stamp. 

     Do you have additional infor-

mation on these and other baseball

-related stamps. Perhaps issued by 

other countries. Send us a descrip-

tion and image and we will share 

with the rest of the Committee. 
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A Pair of Nineteenth Century Patent Images 

The Thayer Catcher’s 

Mask 1878 

Ryan Ball Cover 1876 
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