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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of April to 
pursue a number of topics. 

 
NOTED 

 
largest single game 
attendance (prior to 

the Civil War) 
Responding to a series of 
postings about the largest 
single-games attendances 
of the 19th century, Craig 
Waff supplied an in-depth 
list for the Origins (pre - 
Civil War) period, a list of 
38 matches said to have 
drawn throngs of 1000 or 
more. Larry Boes pointed 
out that of those, almost 
all were in Queens, other 
parts of Long Island, or 
Brooklyn, none of which 
were part of New York City  
at the time. John Thorn 
provided information on 
the earlier Manhattan ball 
grounds sites. David Ball 
asked what size crowds 
important were drawn by 
important cricket matches. 
George Thompson posted 
a source with an estimate 
of the number attending a 
bull-baiting. 
 

INQUIRIES 
 

1858 photograph 
David Dyte posted a photo 
new to him, requesting in- 

formation, and was over- 
whelmed with assurances 
that it was the famous 
August 1859 photo of the 
Excelsiors and the Knick- 
erbockers, plus all the de- 
tails he could handle. 

 
Sorting out the first 
intercollegiate game 
played by Assn rules 
Larry McCray requested 
help in sorting out the 
facts about a purported 
game perhaps played in 
November 1859 between 
Fordham and a Manhattan 
college. Craig Waff, games 
tabulation impresario, did 
not find such a game, list- 
ing the first college game 
known as a game in May 
1860 which did involve 
Fordham, and which Rich- 
ard Hershberger declared 
likely to be a New York 
Rules games, as the teams 
were called "nines."  

 
Hail Columbia at early 

ball games 
Priscilla Astifan wanted to 
know if an instance has 
been found of the patriotic 
air Hail Columbia being 
sung at early ball games. A 
few replies were made re - 
porting instances of bands 
being present, but not of 
specific selections. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
reference to base ball 
in Brooklyn, c1820 

David Dyte posted a remi- 
niscence cited on www. 
brooklyballparks.com 

about playing "base ball" 
in Brooklyn in 1820, in 
case it was unknown. John 
Thorn noted that it was 
unknown to him. 

first distance-
estimated home run 

Craig Waff posted a June 
1859 Brooklyn Eagle note 
estimating a home run as 
having traveled 350 feet. 
Jack Little and John Thorn 
added information about 
an 1867 note about a home 
run hit during the tour of 
the Nationals. 

 
1838 Philadelphia 

town ball 
David Block posted a May 
1838 Public Ledger note 
about the Olympic club, an 
"early, explicit association" 
of the club with town ball. 
John Thorn posted further 
notes on the subject, as did 
Richard Hershberger on 
the item's significance. 
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ORIGINS 

NOTABLES 

AT 19TH 

CENTURY 

MEETING 
 

Several Origins Committee 
members contributed to 
the successful Nineteenth 
Century Committee meet 
in Cooperstown on April 



17th, held primarily in the 
Hall of Fame’s Bullpen 
Theater. Tom Altherr pre- 
sented recent research on 
base ball play by African 
American slaves before the 
Civil War, and John Thorn 
moderated a panel which 
featured Larry McCray, 
Richard Hershberger, and 
David Block. Peter Morris 
delivered the keynote ad- 
dress at the noon banquet. 
Hearty approval of the 
work of the committee 
chair, Peter Mancuso, who 
organized the day, was ex- 
pressed by all hands.  
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TOWN BALL 

FOLLOW-UP 
 

Tom Altherr follows up on 
"Town Ball Miscellany", in 
the April issue, with addi- 
tional references: 
 
Mary Ross Banks played 
town ball with the boys, 
and recalled it in Bright 
Days in the Old Plantation 
Time (1882): "Bet was in 
one of her most lenient 
moods, so [she] readily 
consented for me to join 
the boys in a game of town 
ball." (p. 80). In the 1860s 
future statesman Oscar 
Straus played the game in 
Columbus, GA: "[We} in- 
dulged passionately in... 
ball-playing, not the form 
seen today, but a game 
called town ball."  (The 
Outlook, Sept. 6, 1922, p. 
24). John Jay Janney, of 
Virginia, remembered the 
the  town ball that he and 
his schoolmates played in 
the 1810s and 1820s: "We 
played town ball, from 
which base ball has grown. 
We used a softer, lighter 
ball, and struck it with our 

hands instead of a club, 
but our bases were the 
same. The rules were not 
so complicated"  (John Jay 
Janney's Virginia [1978] 
p. 62). A Methodist min- 
ister, George Yarbrough,  
wrote that town ball was a- 
mong the "athletic sports" 
in his boyhood in Monroe 
County, GA, in the 1850s. 
(Boyhood and Other Days 
in Georgia [1917], p. 22. 
Marylander Arthur Briggd 
Farquhar "liked town-ball" 
as a chap ("The Heart of 
America," McClure's, April 
1917, p.109). The historian 
Thomas Dyer, in The Uni- 
versity of Georgia: A Bi- 
centennial History, 1785- 
1985 [1985], stated that 
'games of town ball occur- 
ed frequently on campus 
before 1860. (p.53). 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
from the pages of the New 
York Sunday Mercury 

 
May 6, 1860 
 
OUT  WEST.- Base Ball is 
progressing rapidly in Mil- 
waukie, Wis.- considerable 
exercise being taken by the 
citizens on the fair ground. 
This Milwaukie Club was 
formally organized on the 
19th ult., by electing to off- 
ice: Rufus King, as Presi- 
dent; A. C. May,  as Vice- 
President; C. B. Allen, as 
Secretary; and J. W. Led- 
yard, as Treasurer. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

SENT TO Originals. 

 
John Thorn responded to 
Tom Altherr's note on a 

possible order for A Little 
Pretty Pocket-Book with 
the following: 
"Regarding Tom Altherr's 
nice find of a 1771 receipt 
for a "Pretty Pocket Book. 
Tom says this could be the 
Newbery volume "A Little 
Pretty Pocket-Book," 
issued first in England in 
1774 and in many editions 
thereafter; the earliest to 
survive is from 1760. But it 
just might be Newbery's 
"Pretty Book for Children,"  
sold in America as early as 
December 11, 1750 ... or 
perhaps Hugh Gaine's first 
American edition of "A 
Little Pretty Pocket-Book," 
which was published in 
1762 (Henderson says 
1760, but no evidence can 
be found to support that). 
No Gaine edition of this 
title survives; the earliest 
American edition extant is 
Isaiah Thomas's Worcester 
edition of 1787."  
John, further, attached 
images of ads for these 
publications dating from 
1750 and 1751, which pre- 
sumably he would make 
available to inquirers. 
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CORRECTIONS 

SENT TO Originals. 

 

The accepted spelling of 
"Newbury", referred to in 
Tom Altherr's notes of 
April, is "Newbery", per 
Tom.   
 

SUBMISSION 
OF ITEMS. 

 
Please send items for 
Originals to the editor, 
Bob Tholkes, at email 
rjtholkes@msn.com. 


