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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup during the 
past month of January to 
pursue a number of topics 
of interest. 

 
DISCOVERIES 

 
origination of cricket 

in America 
Bob Tholkes found an 
1863 correspondence item 
in Wilkes Spirit of the 
Times where a reader told 
of finding a pamphlet 
printed in 1809 by a 
Boston cricket club, and 
summarizing the contents. 
John Thorn posted other 
known items concerning 
the pamphlet and the club; 
John and Beth Hise posted 
information about the ori-
gin and dissemination of 
printed cricket rules. Rich-
ard Hershberger cautioned 
against accepting the story 
(recounted by John) of the 
involvement of Benjamin 
Franklin. Richard also not-
ed that the correspondent 
quoted in 1863 put the 
then-accepted date of the 
origin of American cricket 
as quite recently (1837). 

 
house ball 

Bob Tholkes quoted a note 
by Henry Chadwick in the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Oct. 
15, 1863, that a large group 
arrested in Brooklyn for 

ball playing on the Sab-
bath had been playing 
"house ball", a game using 
the hand to hit the ball 
rather than a bat. John 
Thorn opined that it 
reinforced the point that 
an early game called base 
ball was played with the 
hand. Disagreeing with 
John was Richard Hersh-
berger, who pointed out 
the lack of other such 
references in America and 
the possibility that the 
game was a version of 
handball.  

 
New Reference: 1846, 
playing ball in the 

Mexican War 
Cesar Gonzalez Gomez ad-
ded an item to the cache of 
ball-playing references in 
Mexican War journals. The 
item does not describe the 
type of ball played. Cesar 
noted the other existing 
references. 
 
MEDIA PENETRATION 

 
Atlantics ball on 
Antiques Roadshow 

Bob Tholkes happened to 
turn on Roadshow in time 
to see an 1859 trophy ball, 
for which the appraiser 
could not decipher the in-
scription but knew enough 
to pronounce it a rarity 
with a value in excess of 
$20K. John Thorn and 
Tom Shieber confirmed 
Bob's guess about the in-
scription, which was da-
maged but provided the 
date, opponent and score. 

Richard Hershberger sent  
a note that Roadshow ap-
praisers normally are 
comparative generalists 
who would lack the spe-
cialized knowledge to pro-
perly appraise such a ball. 
Craig Waff and David Dyte 
provided the story of the 
Atlantics' trophy balls 
down to their dispersal a-
mong Ebbets Field em-
ployees by the departing 
Dodgers in 1957. 

originals 

TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

WOULD THIS HAVE 
SAVED THE CUBS? 

In its 1851 charter, the city 
of Chicago was empowered 
to regulate the playing of 
ball and "other amuse-
ments or practice having a 
tendency to annoy persons 
passing in the streets or on 
the side walks, or to fright-
en teams and horses." The 
city government followed 
up that year with an ordi-
nance forbidding the play-
ing of ball " in any of the 
inclosed public parks or 
grounds in this city." The 
penalty would be five dol-
lars for each offense. 
George W. and John A. 
Thompson, comps., The 
Charter and Ordinances 
of the City of Chicago 
(Chicago: D.B. Cooke and 
Company, 1856), pp. 22-23 
and 332-333. 



STING-A_MIREE, 
ANOTHER NAME FOR 

TOWN BALL? 
In his 1916 reminiscences 
of antebellum and Civil 
War life on a plantation in 
South Carolina, J.G. 
Clinkscales wrote about a 
game he termed "sting-a-
miree": "Now school com-
mencements close with a 
game of baseball, usually 
with a neighboring school; 
our exhibitions closed with 
a game of town-ball, or 
'sting-a-miree.' The boys 
who read this may ask 
their grandfathers to ex-
plain the last game to 
them. It was great," Clink-
scales declared. He then 
went on to describe fash-
ioning a ball for the game. 
"What I could do for a fel-
low with that ball in 'sting-
a-miree' was a plenty. That 
was one game which the 
girls took no part in," he 
recalled. Searches for oth-
er uses of the term, in 
dictionaries, slang com-
pendia and other sources, 
have turned up nothing, 
even using variant spel-
lings of "sting-a-miree." 
The passage is ambiguous. 
Was "sting-a-miree" an-
other name for town ball, 
which, as we know, feat-
ured throwing at the run-
ner, or a separate game 
which involved throwing at 
other players, but no bat-
ting and running as in a 
baseball-type game? Clink-
scales implied that the 
game was common, but 
until further examples 
surface, can we only con-
clude that it was a local-
ized game in his area near 
Charleston? Clinkscales 
was born in 1855, and his 
references suggested that 
he and his mates played 
the game during the Civil 
War and its immediate 

aftermath. J.G. Clink-
scales, On the Old Plan-
tation: Reminiscences of 
His Childhood (Spartan-
burg, South Carolina: 
Band and White, 1916), pp. 
91-92 

 
A GEORGIA BAPTIST  
MINISTER ADVISES 
AGAINST BALL PLAY 

1840 
In 1840, a reader asked a 
Georgia Baptist minister 
about the propriety of 
playing ball games, whe-
ther or not a Christian 
could "mingle with the 
world in playing marbles, 
ball, &c." The minister, 
Jesse Mercer, replied in a 
Baptist publication that 
such games were incom-
patible with Christianity, 
that believers should ab-
stain from all appearance 
of evil and that ball-play-
ing would distract from 
prayer. Jesse Mercer, 
"Queries", Washington, 
Georgia Christian Index, 
July 30, 1840, excerpted in 
William R. Hogan, "Sin 
and Sports," in Ralph 
Slovenko and James A 
Knight, eds. Motivations 
in Play, Games and Sports 
(Springfield, IL: Charles C. 
Thomas, Publisher, 1967), 
p. 122 
 
ANOTHER EDWARD 
EVERETT HALE 

REFERENCE TO BALL 
PLAY 

Protoball and Originals 
have already noted New 
England author Edward 
Everett Hale's references 
to boyhood ball play in his 
autobiography, but on at 
least one other occasion, 
Hale defended ball play. In 
1857, in a speech to the 
Boston, MA Young Men's 
Christian Union, Hale ar-
gued against surviving 

puritanical prohibitions on 
sports and amusements. 
He ridiculed the doctrine 
of usefulness as being too 
narrow and counterpro-
ductive: "I may dig in my 
garden, because there is a 
pretense of usefulness, 
though the crop I raise is 
not worth a hundredth 
part of the money it cost 
me. But if I spent a tenth 
part of the same time in 
playing ball, or in skating, 
or in rowing, my reputa-
tion as a man of industry, 
and even of sense, under 
our artificial canons, 
would be gone." Elsewhere 
in the discourse Hale dis-
missed current cricket 
players as lackadaisical, so 
the reference to ball-play-
ing here may have been to 
cricket. On the other hand, 
his autobiography noted 
that he and his chums had 
played ball games closer to 
baseball or town ball in the 
1820s and 1830s. Edward 
Everett Hale, "Public A-
musements for Poor and 
Rich," May 21, 1857, re-
printed in Hale, Addresses 
and Essays on Subjects of 
History, Education, and 
Government (Boston: Lit-
tle, Brown, and Company, 
1900), p. 348 
 

THE COLUMBIA 
BASEBALL CLUB IN 1853 

OR 1854 
Looking back on his boy-
hood in New York City, 
literary man Laurence 
Hutton left a more detail-
ed than usual account of 
baseball in 1853 or 1854. 
In his autobiography, in 
which he referred to 
himself in the third person 
as "The Boy," Hutton 
wrote: "The favorite 
amusement in the Park 
[not Central Park, but an 
unspecified park] were 



shinny, baseball, one-old-
cat, and fires. The Co-
lumbia Baseball Club was 
organized in 1853 or 1854. 
It had nine members, and 
The Boy was secretary and 
treasurer. The uniform 
consisted chiefly of a black 
leather belt with the 
initials C [backwards] B B 
[backwards] C in white 
letters, hand-painted, and 
generally turned the wrong 
way. The first base was an 
ailanthus-tree; the second 
base was another ai-
lanthus-tree; the third 
base was a button-ball-
tree; the home base was a 
marble headstone, brought 
for that purpose from an 
old burying-ground not far 
away; and "over the fence" 
was a home-run. A player 
was caught out on the 
second bounce, and he was 
"out" if hit by a ball thrown 
at him as he ran. The Boy 
was put out once by a 
crack on the ear, which put 
The Boy out very much. 
"The Hounds" and "The 
Rovers" challenged "The 
Columbias" repeatedly. 
But that was looked upon 
simply as an excuse to get 
into the Park, and the 
challenges were never 
accepted. The challengers 
were forced to content 
themselves with running 
off with the balls which 
went over the fence; an 
action on their part which 
made home-runs through 
that medium very unpop-
ular  and very expensive" 
Hutton, born in 1843, 
would have been ten or 
eleven at the time. 
Apparently there was no 
connection to Columbia 
College. Laurence Hutton, 
A Boy I Knew, Four Dogs, 
and Some More Dogs 
(New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1898), pp. 34-35 

NATHANIEL 
HAWTHORNE'S SON, 
JULIAN, REFERS TO 

BASEBALL 
In 1856, Nathaniel Haw-
thorne's son, Julian, en-
rolled in Sanborn's School 
in Concord, Massachu-
setts. The ball sport in 
fashion was cricket, due to 
the efforts of fellow stu-
dent Frank Stearns. But in 
his memoirs, Julian wrote, 
"I had never heard of 
baseball, which was in its 
infancy and of the Mass-
achusetts type." Julian 
then remarked how the 
New York game replaced 
cricket (and the Massachu-
setts game?) when it seem-
ed England was favoring 
the Southern cause. It is 
unclear whether this hap-
pened specifically at the 
school or generally in Mas-
sachusetts, but Julian was 
apparently more aware of 
baseball than he stated. 
[Julian Hawthorne], The 
Memoirs of Julian 
Hawthorne, Edith G. 
Hawthorne, ed. (New 
York: The Macmillan Com-
pany, 1938), pp. 81-82 

 
HIGH SCHOOL CURVE 
BALLS IN THE EARLY 

1830S? 
Most baseball historians 
would locate the onset of 
deceptive pitching in base-
ball and baseball-type 
games later than the 
1830s, but at least one 
schoolboy was throwing 
with intent to deceive the 
batter as early as 1830 or 
1831. John Bigelow, who 
later became a lawyer, 
journalist, and abolitionist, 
recalled his athletic feats at 
Walnut Grove Academy in 
Troy, New York about 
1830: "I came to be se-
lected pitcher at baseball, 
because I had acquired a 

knack of throwing the ball 
so that it would fall down 
by the side of the bat in-
stead of coming straight at 
it., and the batter would 
pretty invariably miss it, 
and if caught by the catch-
er would 'put him out,' as 
the game was played 
then." Were these curve 
balls? Were the rules 
different from the types of 
town ball with the bound 
rules, so that the catcher 
could register a putout 
catching the missed pitch 
in the air? My guess is that 
Bigelow, writing in the 
early 20th century, used 
the more modern terms of 
"batter," "catcher", "base- 
ball" and "pitcher." But 
perhaps those labels were 
in more frequent use 
earlier than suspected. 
John Bigelow, Retrospect 
of an Active Life, Volume I 
1817-1863 (New York: 
Baker & Taylor Company, 
1909), p. 27 
 

FUTURE SENATOR 
PLAYS BASEBALL ON 
BOSTON COMMON IN 

THE 1850s 
Henry Cabot Lodge, who 
rose to power as a Repub-
lican Senator, remembered 
his boyhood recreation on 
Boston Common in the 
1850s: "Best of all, we had 
the Common, where we 
could disport ourselves as 
of right. There we played 
all the games, rising, as we 
went, on to football and 
baseball." Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Early Memories 
(New York: Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, 1913), p. 19 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
 
from the pages of the New 

York Sunday Mercury 
 
February 10, 1861 
 
A GRAND MATCH ON 
SKATES-- The idea of a 
match at base ball on 
skates , which was first 
suggested in the columns 
of this paper, last winter, 
and was quickly taken up 
by several base ball clubs 
in the western part of this 
State, was carried into 
successful operation on 
Monday last, by the well 
known Atlantic Club, of 
Bedford, and the Charter 
Oak Club, of South Brook-
lyn ; and we presume that 
the successful issue of this  
match will, if the ice holds 
out, lead to several others 
of a similar description 
during the season. 
The scene of the contest 
between the Atlantic and 
Charter Oak Clubs (which 
was for a prize silver ball, 
equal in size to the 
ordinary base ball), was 
the principal skating-pond, 
located between the Third 
and Fifth Avenues, in the 
city of Brooklyn. The 
match had been on the 
topic for several weeks, 
and the novelty of the 
thing attracted thousands 
to witness the sport, 
which, we hardly need 
add, was very lively and 
interesting, though it was 
rendered less pleasant to 
the spectators from the 
fact that the weight of the  
immense crowd on the 
pond caused such a 
depression of the ice that 
the water oozed up 
through the air-holes, and 

overflowed the surface. 
Nevertheless, the discom-
fort of wet feet seemed to 
have very little effect upon 
the immense throng, who 
stood it bravely through-
out the game... 
Ten men were enlisted on 
each side, nearly all of 
whom were experts in 
skating, and had excellent 
command of their move-
ments ; and, though there 
were several ups and 
downs at the commence-
ment of the game-- caused 
by players making too 
short a turn in their endea-
vors to stop and catch a 
ball-- there was far less 
tumbling than might have 
been expected, and very 
few, if any, faux pas to-
ward the conclusion of the 
match.  
The different positions of 
the players-- the pitcher, 
catcher, and the bases-- 
were indicated, on the ice, 
by a reddish coloring. The 
rules of the game were 
stretched somewhat to suit 
the occasion. In going to a 
base, for instance, if a 
player succeeded in reach-
ing it-- no matter if he 
brought up some distance 
beyond-- he was consid-
ered safe, and no effort 
was made to put him out. 
In other respects the game 
was played up to the 
mark... 
Peter O'Brien, Pierce, and 
Smith, of the Atlantic, and 
Murphy and Johnson of 
the Charter Oak, were the 
most expert skaters in the 
game. M. O'Brien played 
very well indeed, pitching 
with astonishing swiftness 
and accuracy, considering 
his footing. Several very 
fine catches were made 
during the game by Pierce, 
Smith, Boerum, Bliss, and 
Randolph, Phillips, and 

Murphy ; but owing to the 
inconvenient position we 
occupied among the 
crowd, we had no facilities 
for making particular 
notes for reference. Pierce 
and Oliver, of the Atlantic 
Club, did several "big 
things" in the way of 
jumping, cutting pigeon 
wings and spread eagles, 
and elicited frequent 
marks of approbation from 
the crowd...The umpire 
had occasion once or twice 
to reverse his decision, 
having been deceived as to 
the location of the bases by 
the spreading of the color-
ing matter ; but, otherwise. 
he gave general satisfac-
tion to the players and 
spectators. 
While the match was going 
on between the base ball  
clubs, the adjoining ponds 
were thronged by skaters, 
old and young, big and 
little, and of both sexes. 
The occasion was, in fact, a 
grand skating carnival, and 
was not only productive of 
much merriment and en-
joyment to all concerned, 
but must have yielded a 
handsome revenue to the 
Brooklyn city railroads. 
The best of order was 
observed throughout the 
afternoon, owing to the 
efficient police arrange-
ment, under Deputy Sup-
erintendent Folk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Send comments, 
questions, and other 
correspond-ence for 
Originals  to the 
editor, Bob Tholkes, 
using e-mail rjtholkes 
@msn.com. 


