
 

Without baseball this spring 

This has certainly been the strangest start to 

a baseball season I have seen in my lifetime. 

I know one thing to be true and that is I miss 

baseball.  Watching taped games of past 

seasons is just not the same.  You can watch 

some past women’s baseball here as well--

https://wbwc.wbsc.org/en/2020.  

I have found this a good time to catch up on 

some baseball reading and as always there 

are lots of new books out this spring. Two in 

particular may be of interest to this group. 

The first is by Dr. Kat Williams, Isabel 

“Lefty” Alvarez about one of the Cuban 

women who played in the All American 

League.  The second is by Anika Orrock and 

is entitled, the Incredible Women of the All 

American Girls Professional Baseball 

League. This is a wonderfully illustrated 

introduction to the league and the history of 

the time period.  You can also listen to an 

interview with Kat and Anika on the SABR 

You Tube channel.  If you have not checked 

it out there are a whole variety of baseball 

talks and discussions you can find and listen 

to. 

Whether Major League baseball has a 

season this year or not is still open to much 

debate and discussion.  If it does it will be 

different as we watch from a distance in 

most cases.  If it does not we will continue 

to fill our days with books, chats and social 

media debates about baseball and its past. 

Women’s baseball is also facing the same 

difficulties but there is still lots happening. 

One place you can go to keep up with what 

is happening is Baseball for All.  

This summer we will be again making our 

announcement for the third recipient of the 

Dorothy Seymour Mills Lifetime 

Achievement Award.  Stay tuned for those 

announcements.  We will also be awarding 

at least one scholarship again this year to a 

graduating senior.   

And now to announce a new venture.  We 

are going to be sponsoring a poster 

competition for students of all ages this fall.  

The focus will be on the history of women’s 

baseball and all the finalists and winners 

will have their posters shown on the web 

and social media.  There will also be a 

package of prizes for the winners that will 

include books, t-shirts, and gift cards. 

Watch for announcements throughout the 

summer as we will be hosting more 

discussions about women and baseball.  Our 

June event will focus on women umpires 
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and July will focus on women working for 

Major and Minor league teams. 

If you have stories, research questions, ideas 

for one of our talks or anything we can be 

doing please get in touch and let me know—

lheaphy@kent.edu. 

 

Waiting for baseball, 

Leslie 

 

Want to get involved?  Help out 

with a project? 

There are a couple of ways you can get 

involved if you are looking for a new 

activity.  

We are looking for reviews of books about 

women in baseball that we can include in 

this newsletter.  If you have an idea for a 

book just reach out.   

Jean Ardell proposed an idea that needs all 

our input.  We want to create a list of all the 

proper firsts for women in baseball.  We 

want to be able to share it with news 

reporters and others when they are doing a 

story so we can try to get the correct 

information out to everyone. If you have any 

firsts that we should include please send to 

me and it would help if you could provide 

the research that backs up the claim. Jean 

and I will be compiling and sharing the list 

so it can continue to be updated. 

Perry Barber is working on research about 

Maud Nelson so if anyone has anything that 

might help her please reach out and let her 

know—umpireplb@aol.com.  

What research are you working on?  If you 

are looking for help reach out and we can 

send out requests to our committee. 

Research Request from Bob Mayer 

    I am hoping that someone in the Women's 

Baseball Committee might be able to help me 

out.  Several years ago, I purchased a women's 

baseball uniform of an unknown team, the 

"Mollys".  I t is comprised of a belted, short-

sleeved tunic dress with a slight flare of the 

skirt.  I also came with a matching pair of shorts 

to go under the skirt.  I have no idea where the 

Mollys may have played, but of course, they 

were not part of the AAGPBL, and the material 

is thinner than the pros used.  Perhaps it is from 

a warmer climate?  There is no doubt that this is 

dated from 40's or 50's. It is not a 

reproduction.  There is a label in the shorts 

which reads;  Brill Uniforms.  I have not been 

able to find this company in my online searches.   

    If you can pass this info out, maybe someone 

has done some research on non-professional 

teams of this period, and has come across the 

team name, or some more informal leagues that 

I can research.  I have attached a photo.   

    Any assistance would be greatly appreciated.   

Thank you, 

Bob Mayer 

845-528-0726 
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Current Baseball News Stories 

Recent hires by MLB-- 

https://www.mlb.com/news/alyssa-nakken-

rachel-balkovec-spearheading-women-s-

role-in-baseball 

https://www.sporttechie.com/chicago-cubs-

new-york-yankees-female-hitting-coaches-mlb-

baseball 

 

Alyssa Nakken Stories 

https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/san-francisco-

giants-hire-1st-female-coach-

mlb/story?id=68354899 

https://www.businessinsider.com/giants-hire-

alyssa-nakken-mlb-first-female-full-time-coach-

2020-1 

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2871769-

alyssa-nakken-hired-by-giants-as-1st-full-time-

female-coach-in-mlb-history 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/01/17/sf-giants-

just-hired-alyssa-nakken-as-first-full-time-

female-coach-in-mlb-history.html 

https://www.si.com/mlb/2020/01/16/alyssa-

nakken-hired-giants-coaching-staff-first-female-

mlb-coach 

https://globalsportmatters.com/business/2019/

11/27/yankees-cubs-adding-female-coaches-

on-trend-for-pro-teams/ 

https://www.softballamerica.com/stories/yank

ees-cubs-hire-former-college-softball-players/ 

 

 

Rachel Folden Stories 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/cubs/c

t-chicago-cubs-rachel-folden-20191124-

k4a4c7lgcfc5lmlawh7f2scamy-story.html 

https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/page/Goin

g-March242020/cubs-rachel-folden-swinging-

away-stigma-women-coach-baseball 

https://www.cubsinsider.com/2019/11/23/new

-cubs-hire-rachel-folden-perfect-person-to-

cross-this-barrier-as-lead-hitting-lab-tech-in-

mesa/ 

https://wgntv.com/sports/cubs/rachel-folden-

ready-to-lead-cubs-hitting-lab-as-first-female-

coach/ 

https://cubbiescrib.com/2019/11/26/cubs-

hiring-rachel-folden-staff/ 

 

Rachel Balkovec 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/22/sports/

baseball/yankees-woman-coach-hitting.html 
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/y

ankees/2019/11/23/yankees-hire-rachel-

balkovec-minor-league-hitting-

coach/4282598002/ 

https://www.milb.com/news/q-a-with-new-

york-yankees-hitting-instructor-rachel-

balkovec-312444932 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rachel-

balkovec-first-female-yankees-hitting-coach-

describes-her-long-journey-to-the-top/ 

 

 NY Times 

Mary Pratt Stories—Last of the 

Original Rockford Peaches 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obitua

ries/mary-pratt-southpaw-pitcher-in-a-

pioneering-womens-baseball-league-dies-at-

101/2020/05/10/43331880-92c7-11ea-9f5e-

56d8239bf9ad_story.html 

https://wsau.com/news/articles/2020/may/10/

mary-pratt-former-aagpbl-pitcher-for-kenosha-

and-racine-dies/1016483/ 

https://ripbaseball.com/2020/05/09/obituary-

mary-pratt-1918-2020/ 

https://www.espn.com/espn/story/_/id/29153

829/rockford-peaches-pitcher-mary-pratt-

league-their-own-fame-dies-101 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bb599c17 

 

 Legacy.com 

Other Stories 

Eva Rosenbaum-- 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/oriole

s/bs-sp-orioles-eve-rosenbaum-20200214-

f7nzucklpnfunf6kzjupccfcfy-story.html 

Women’s Baseball Network Podcasts 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/women

s-baseball-network-podcast/id1122540252 

USA National Team Staff 

https://www.usabaseball.com/news/usa-

baseball-announces-2020-womens-national-

team-staff/c-312640226?tid=216639934 

https://sustainhealth.fit/lifestyle/2020-

womens-baseball-and-softball-world-cups-

postponed 

Growth of Women’s BB in Japan 

https://wbwc.wbsc.org/en/2020/news/ayaku-

rokkakuon-the-growth-of-womens-baseball-in-

japan 
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AAGPBL 

https://www.tampabay.com/sports/rays/2020/

01/24/these-female-baseball-players-were-in-a-

league-of-their-own/ 

Perry Barber on Podcast 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-hall-of-

very-good-podcast/e/65059762?autoplay=true 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episod

e-171-perry-

barber/id1148418720?i=1000472938231 

 

Books 

Podcast about Anika Orrock’s new book 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eMi6nB-

yVDKr0rS9VpOahRDg1aRbMJqt/view 

 

Book review by Tom Knuppel on A Game of 

their Own 

https://www.knupsports.com/book-

reviews/a-game-of-their-own-voices-of-

contemporary-women-in-baseball-by-

jennifer-ring/ 

Dr. Kat Williams’ new book-- 

 

 

Enjoy the stories, look forward to 

baseball and send your stories and 

ideas, 

Leslie Heaphy 

Committee Chair 
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