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A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester June, 2013 

In the News 

Back to the Future . . .  

ith the recent garage sales of Flux Capacitors 

we have had a plethora of fresh visits to 19th 

century baseball.  

 Recently, sports historians have charged up their 

DeLoreans to take 

trips back before 

1900 to discover 

several findings. 

This issue of The 

Courier is 

dedicated to the 

forgotten chapter 

of black baseball pioneers before official league play. 

Let's remember not to burn up on re-entry! 

 

William T. "Big Bill" Smith's 

Scrapbook Discovered 

 Claudette Scrafford, Manuscript Archivist at 

the National Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum recently 

found a scrapbook of articles, game accounts, a 

multitude of undated box scores, and some photographs 

related to Big Bill Smith. The catcher and first baseman 

played for the Cuban Giants, Cuban X-Giants, Brooklyn 

Royal Giants, New York Black Sox and the Mohawk 

Giants, et al.  

 The box of goodies includes an undated article 

from the Kansas City Star stating that the "Cradle of 

Baseball" starting in Hoboken, NJ, 

way back in 1845.  But no need to 

worry, we will always love 

Cooperstown.  I'll bring copies of the 

article to the Malloy Conference in 

Newark next month for your 

inspection.  

 The scrapbook by the Fisk 

University student provides additional biographical 

information about pitcher Frank Wickware, publisher 

George Knox, and catcher Chappie Johnson.  What is 

critically missing is biographical data on Big Bill Smith.  

So far, we think he was born around 1869 in Tennessee.  

No death date or place has been found.  A special gift is 

waiting for the person who finds complete birth and 

death info on this legendary player.  Send data to editor, 

or to Claudette at: cscrafford@baseballhall.org . 

Found in Grandpa's Boxes 

ecently a collector found evidence of the 

Williams Club of Philadelphia. The Philadelphia 

Sunday Mercury on February 6, 1876, mentioned 

that, "There were several excellent colored clubs in this 

city last season, the most successful probably being the 

Williams of West Philadelphia." 

 A letter dated September 6, 1875, was found in 

Grandpa's archives, written to Col. Fitzgerald, editor of 

the Philadelphia City Item newspaper, disputing the 

claim that the Williams Club had defeated the Mutual 

B.B.C. of Washington, D.C., twice that season, but 

instead split victories. 

 Read the complete text of the letter at the newly 

launched website: 

www.TheNationalPastimeMuseum.com . 

 Documenting the history of baseball, this 

website features an extraordinary collection of baseball 

ephemera, memorabilia, historical artifacts and 

documents. The online baseball museum navigates 

through an extensive collection of rarities, marrying the 

exciting history of the game with a century and a half of 

timeless artifacts. With interactive exhibits and 

informative articles on “America’s Game,” as Walt 

Whitman famously dubbed it, The National Pastime 

Museum educates and entertains. The game of baseball is 

many things to many people, but most importantly, it 

provides a window into the cultural legacy of America. 

It is that legacy that the site hopes to share with its 

viewers. 

 Viewers will also be able to browse and enjoy 

collection highlights through special exhibits that will 

launch throughout the year. The first extensive special 

exhibit features a world-class collection of baseball bats 

by some of the greatest hitters of all time, from Babe 

Ruth and “Shoeless” Joe Jackson through Lou Gehrig 

and the legendary Josh Gibson. The special bat exhibit 

features an informative video with the nation’s leading 

bat authenticator and expert John Taube. 

 The site features a series of monthly columns 

from nine of the  most distinguished baseball historians 

in the nation. Check out the site at your first opportunity.  

You will not be disappointed.   

 Meanwhile, be sure to let us know if you find 

any information about the Williams Club of Philly.  

W R 

mailto:cscrafford@baseballhall.org
http://www.thenationalpastimemuseum.com/
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Pebble Hill Plantation Baseball 

Film is Discovered 

Control + Click on the image to view the historic video 

 

"Earliest known plantation baseball game 
film discovered" by Margie Compton 
Athens, Ga. - A 26-second film of a game played by 

African-American employees at Pebble Hill 

Plantation, circa 1919, may be the earliest moving 

images of baseball filmed in Georgia. 

 

The 28 mm home movie, part of the Pebble Hill 

Plantation Film Collection (circa 1917-circa 1976), 

was donated last year to the University of Georgia 

Libraries' Walter J. Brown Media Archives, the 

only public institution in Georgia devoted entirely 

to preserving unique moving images and sound 

from the state. Pebble Hill, a hunting plantation 

located just outside Thomasville, was bought in 

1896 by Howard Melville Hanna of Cleveland, 

Ohio, as a winter home. In 1901, he gave the 

property to his daughter, Kate Hanna Ireland, and 

her children, Livingston and Elizabeth "Pansy" 

Ireland. Pebble Hill's trustees donated the family's 

films to the Media Archives to preserve their unique 

scenes of the family and property. 

 

"It is believed to be the only existing moving image 

of a baseball game between teams made up of 

African-American employees on Southern hunting 

plantations. The precise date of the film is 

unknown, but based on photographs of Pebble Hill 

teams and from other films wound on the reel with 

this film, it appears to have been made around 

1919," said Margaret Compton, moving image 

archivist at UGA. The opposing team in the game is 

from Chinquapin Plantation, also situated just 

outside Thomasville. 

 

According to James "Jack" Hadley, co-author of 

"African-American Life on the Southern Hunting 

Plantation," many plantations in south Georgia and 

north Florida had baseball teams made up of the 

African-American plantation employees. Hadley 

grew up at Pebble Hill and now operates the Jack 

Hadley Black History Museum in Thomasville. 

 

In researching the footage, archivists and baseball 

scholars were contacted to determine if other 

plantation baseball team game films exist and no 

one knew of any, Compton said. 

 

"It is an extraordinary piece of footage and I wish 

we had known about it 20 years ago, when we were 

making ‘Baseball,'" said Lynn Novick, 

directing/producing partner of Ken Burns at 

Florentine Films, which made the landmark 1994 

documentary. "In all the research we did seeking 

early film of the game, we never came across 

footage from the 1910s or 1920s of African 

Americans playing organized ball." 

 

Warren Bicknell III, president of the Pebble Hill 

Foundation, says, "We are astonished at how many 

unique images have come out of the Ireland family's 

home movies. Of course, we are proud to know that 

Pebble Hill is contributing such unique images to 

the story of Georgia in the 20th century." 

 

Ruta Abolins, director of the Brown Archives, was 

excited to see the footage and hopes it encourages 

others to think about what moving images may be 

in their home collections. "We are thrilled that this 

particular aspect of Pebble Hill's life is represented 

in the collection. We have dedicated some of our 

funds to preserve it to digital files and to a new 

negative and new print on long-lasting polyester 

film so future generations can see it. I hope that this 

film will spur people with early home movies to 

bring them out of their cans and boxes and have a 

film archivist examine them. " 

 

For information about the Brown Media Archives & 

Peabody Awards Collection, see 

http://www.libs.uga.edu/media/ . 

 

For more information on Pebble Hill Plantation, 

visit www.pebblehill.com . 
 
A special "Shout Out" to Cooperstown librarian 
Jim Gates for sharing this information.  

http://www.libs.uga.edu/media/
http://www.pebblehill.com/
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Birmingham Seeking Major 

Impact with Cash for Baseball 

Museum, etc. 

s reported by AL.com, City officials are 

expecting nearly $5 million in extra spending to 

be approved the last week of May, to jumpstart 

construction of a Black Baseball Museum, retain a 

downtown business and provide major enhancements to 

public safety departments. 

 The money comes from two sources: $2.95 

million from the sale of a lot to Alabama Power 

Company and another $2 million received from oil and 

gas proceeds distributed to municipalities from the 

Alabama Trust Fund.  

 The council last December approved selling the 

block long property that sits across from Railroad Park 

and next to Alabama Power's steam plant.  

The other $2 million comes from higher than expected 

returns from the Alabama Trust Fund which has about 

double the normal return, allowing for the extra 

spending., 

 Nearly half the money -- $2.4 -- will be spent 

downtown. 

 The City Council agreed to Mayor William 

Bell's request to allocate $400,000 to the baseball 

museum at Regions Field, and dedicate $2 million for 

"job retention": a generic label for business incentives to 

keep an existing company from leaving the city. 

 City officials are quiet about what company 

they're working to retain or how the $2 million in cash 

would be spent. "The money would be available for an 

incentive should an incentive come forward," Finance 

Director Tom Barnett said. "That discussion was the 

subject of an executive session in finance (committee)." 

 Other spending items include $2 million for 35 

new police cars and public safety equipment, $50,000 

each to Miles College and Sixteenth Baptist Church and 

more than $450,000 for an air conditioning system and 

fitness center equipment.  

 Chuck Faust, Bell's chief of staff, said the 

baseball museum must become a draw independent of 

the adjoining stadium, with more focus on interactive 

technology along with traditional displays. "The 

emphasis is not on the building, but the programming, so 

it is a destination during the off-season," he said. 

 Layton Revel, founder of the Center of Negro 

League Baseball Research, had agreed to bring more 

than $4 million worth of Negro League artifacts and 

move his historical research center to Birmingham.  

  

Research Requests: 
The Search for Marion "Sugar" Cain 

Researchers Bob Hoie, Jack 

Morris, Rod Nelson, Gary 

Fink and others are looking for 

a death date and place of Marion 

Cain. He was reportedly born on 

February 14, 1914 in Perry, 

Georgia, about 30 miles south of 

Macon. Cain was last seen in 

Philadelphia in 1958 and 1959 

living at 1631 Titan Street 

playing for his brother's team 

the Philadelphia Meteors.  

 

Cain is listed as dying in Gary, 

Indiana by Baseball-

Reference.com, with the year unknown. His brother 

Benjamin died in Philadelphia on December 24, 2004.  

Perhaps his obituary will shed some light on the status of 

his brother. Marion pitched for the Pittsburgh Crawfords 

in the mid-thirties and later the Oakland Larks, as 

pictured above. We welcome any assistance in tracking 

down the Sugar man. 

Who Was Charles John Johnson? 

 As we have learned through our research, there 

has been several white players, documented and 

undocumented, in the Negro Leagues.  We received a 

inquiry from Michael Zirpoli; he is looking for 

information about his grandfather, who claimed to play 

for the 1931 Homestead Grays.  His mother claims her 

father gave her a little gold ball, about the size of a 

gumball, that was engraved "1931" and "J.H.Co." noted 

sponsor of the Grays. She said that he wanted her to 

have it, and that they gave it to all the players that 

season.  His mother adds, "Whenever they needed a long 

ball hitter, he was their man." She described John 

Johnson as a very tall white man with reddish hair.  

 If any box score information are found about 

this slugger, please send to LarryLester42@gmail.com , 

or Mr. Zirpoli at: mzirpoli117@zoominternet.net . 

First game between black teams? 

On October 24, 1855, the Newark Daily Mercury 

reported, "BASE BALL -- A match game of Base Ball 

was played between the St. John's and Union Cubs 

(colored) yesterday afternoon. Two innings were played 

when it commenced to rain. The St. John's Club made 

ten runs and the Union Club only two. The game is to be 

played again on Friday at 2 o'clock, on the grounds of 

the St. John's Club, foot of Chestnut Street." 

 

John Zinn at: jzinn84@comcast.net  and Larry 

McCray at: Lmccray@MIT.EDU asked "Is this the first 

evidence we have of African American clubs playing by 

New York rules?" 

A 

mailto:LarryLester42@gmail.com
mailto:mzirpoli117@zoominternet.net
mailto:jzinn84@comcast.net
mailto:Lmccray@MIT.EDU
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Rain Delay Reading . . . . . 

Black Ball Championships, 1866 - 1923: 
Before the major league World Series 
existed, black baseball teams competed for 
their own championships by Todd Peterson   

Extensively research with an abundance of footnotes, 

Peterson has discovered the seldom known 

championship games between black teams long before 

the first colored World Series played in 1924. Learn 

about the great, but 

relatively unknown teams, 

such as the St. Louis 

Eclipse, New Orleans 

Pinchbacks, Algona 

Brownies, Brooklyn 

Alpines, Hudson Club of 

Jersey City, Brooklyn 

Monitors, and the 

Brooklyn Ocean. 

Peterson is a Kansas City 

based visual artist, historian, and educator. The author of 

Early Black Baseball in Minnesota (2010); is currently 

working a graphic novel about John Donaldson. 

 
Bud Fowler: Baseball's First Black 
Professional by Jeffrey Michael Laing 

ud Fowler (born John W. Jackson), was the first 

African American to play in organized baseball.  

While his playing career lasted more than 25 

years, Fowler was also a scout, organizer, owner, and 

promoter of touring black 

baseball clubs -- including 

the legendary Page Fence 

Giants.  

 

Emphasizing the social and 

cultural contexts for Fowler's 

accomplishments on and off 

the baseball diamond, and 

his prominence within the 

history and developmental of 

the national pastime. The 

text builds a convincing case 

for Fowler as one of the 

great pioneering figures of 

the early game.   

 

Laing is a retired English professor who has published 

many articles on arts and culture, pedagogy, and sports, 

especially baseball. Fill that 19th century void in your 

library and purchase a copy at McFarland Publishers.  

Acclaim Comes Late for Baseball 

Pioneer by Hillel Kuttler of The New York Times. 

hen the mayor of Cooperstown, N.Y., Jeff 

Katz, searched for an appropriate street to 

dedicate in Bud Fowler’s memory, he decided 

on one that led to Doubleday Field, the quaint brick 

stadium a baseball’s throw from the Hall of Fame. An 

old survey of the village indicated that the street had not 

been named, Katz said.  

 Like the street itself, Fowler had gone largely 

unnoticed, despite being the first African-American 

known to have played for a white professional baseball 

team. That happened when Fowler pitched for the Lynn, 

Mass., Live Oaks of the International Association in 

1878.  

 The dedication of 

Bud Fowler Way on 

Saturday, April 13th, comes 

the same week as Monday’s 

anniversary of Jackie 

Robinson’s debut with the 

Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947, 

when all major leaguers will 

wear Robinson’s No. 42.  

 Jeff Laing and others 

who have studied Fowler’s 

life hope that the dedication 

will encourage baseball fans to learn about his legacy as 

a trailblazing player and, later in his career, as an 

organizer, entrepreneur and marketer of African-

American teams.  

 Fowler would play through 1895 with integrated 

teams in leagues that did not adhere to the ban. He also 

played for all-black teams, attempted to organize an all-

black league in Texas and even formed a business-

sponsored team, the Page Fence Giants, in Michigan in 

1895. The players traveled in parlor cars, and at each 

destination, they mounted bicycles to lead bystanders on 

a parade to the ballpark 

 Much of Fowler’s life, including his reasons for 

adopting a new name, is shrouded in mystery. What is 

known comes from newspaper accounts of the day, 

because Fowler left behind no letters, diaries or other 

papers. He did not marry or have children; his sister, 

Harriet, in whose home Fowler died, was also childless, 

and no family have been located. Only two images of 

Fowler are known to exist; both are photographs of him 

with his teammates.  

 He died in poverty, and his grave in Frankfort’s 

Oak View Cemetery was unmarked until 1987, when a 

committee with the Society for American Baseball 

Research (SABR) sponsored a memorial stone and held 

a dedication ceremony there.  

B 

W 

Photo by Peter Mancuso 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/jackie_robinson/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/jackie_robinson/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/b/brooklyn_dodgers/index.html?inline=nyt-org


 

The Courier - June, 2013 – a SABR publication – Page 5 of 10 

Sunrises! 

JUNE 
  8TH

 – LIONEL EVELYN - 84  

14TH
 – DON NEWCOMBE - 85 

19TH
  – HANK MASON - 82  

20TH
  – AL CARTMILL, JR. - 83 

21ST
  – ART SIMMONS - 76 

22nd  – TOMMY TURNER – 98, 

BOB SCOTT - 83 

23rd  –  ULYSSES HOLLIMON – 82 

24TH
 – NEALE “BOBO” HENDERSON – 83 

30TH
  – OTHA BAILEY –  83, RENDON MARBURY - 76 

 

JULY 
  1ST

  –  FRANK ENSLEY - 86 

  7TH
  –  JUMPIN’ JOHNNY WILSON - 86 

16TH
 – CLIFF DUBOSE - 76 

18TH
  – BILLY HARRELL – 85 

19TH
 – JOHNNY FAIRLEY – 72 

24TH
 – “BIRMINGHAM” SAM BRISON - 73 

26TH
 – PEDRO SIERRA – 75 

27TH
 – ART HAMILTON – 79 

30TH
 – WILLIAM BELL – 83 

31ST
 – DON JOHNSON – 87 AND 

POP DURHAM - 82 
 

AUGUST 
  1ST

 – A.J. JACKSON - 80 

  5TH
 – IRA MCKNIGHT, JR. - 78 

  8TH
 – GRADY MONTGOMERY – 82 

12TH
 – RAYMON LACY – 91 

19TH
 – WALT “COACH O” OWENS – 80 

22ND
 – CARL HOLDEN – 72 

25TH
 – CLARENCE “CHOO CHOO” COLEMAN – 76 

26TH
 – IKE WELCH – 93, AL SPEARMAN – 87 

29TH
 – RICH BOOKER – 84, HERB SIMPSON – 93 

31ST
 – JAKE SANDERS - 79 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Nonagenarians, 
RAYMOND LACY, TOMMY TURNER, IKE WELCH, & 

HERB SIMPSON.  
 

At press time there are around 210 living 

Negro League legends. 

Sunsets . . . .  

WILKER H.T. "MICKEY" STUBBLEFIELD, 86, 
died February 19, 2013, in Smyrna, Georgia.  
Mickey or Little Satch pitched 

for the Kansas City Monarchs 

from 1948-49.  A Chico, 

California newspaper often 

referred to him as "Little 

Satch" because of the many 

different deliveries that were 

characteristic of Satchel 

Paige.  Paige coached 

Stubblefield and said if he was 

a foot taller he could use him 

for a double. 
 

From 1944 to 1946, he served 
with the U.S. Navy. In 
addition to his baseball career, Stubblefield played 
basketball with the 1947 semipro Omaha Rockets.  On 
June 26, 1952, he became the first black player in the 
Kentucky, Illinois & Tennessee based Kitty League. 
 

JOHN "MULE, SONNY BOY" MILES, JR., 90, 
died May 24, 2013 in San Antonio, Texas. Miles was 
known as a power hitter and an excellent outfielder with 
good range, plus a strong arm. After hitting two home 
runs in one game, his manager Candy Jim Taylor 
boasted, "You hit the ball like a mule kicks," and the 
name stuck.  
 

Miles played basketball for the St. Phillips, Jr. College 
and later attended the special Aircraft Mechanic 
Journeyman Rating School in Tuskegee, Alabama, to 
assist the nation's first Black flying training program - 
the "Black Wings." 
 

In 1946, while playing for the Kelly Field Brown 
Bombers, an Air Force basketball team, a scout signed 
him to a Chicago American Giants contract. He played 
third base and outfield for the American Giants, 1946-
49. In 1951, Miles completed his professional baseball 
career with the Laredo Apaches of the Gulf Coast 

League. He was their 
only black player.  
 

Miles is a member of the 

Texas Black Sports Hall 

of Fame (2000) and the 

San Antonio Sports 

Hall of Fame (2003). 

 

Mule Miles with Texas Ranger co-owner and future U.S. 
President, George W. Bush in 1994.  
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Ron Teasley to be inducted into 

the Detroit Sports Zone's Detroit 

High School Hall of Fame. 

On September 14, 2013, former Negro League outfielder 

and first baseman, Ron Teasley will be inducted into the 

Detroit High School Hall of Fame.  He will be joining 

other Detroit greats including Jerome Bettis, Will 

Robinson, Willie Horton and Ernie "Wags" Wagner.  

 

The induction ceremony will take place at Bert's 

Warehouse Theatre in Detroit, Michigan. 

 

Earlier in 1986, Teasley was inducted into the Wayne 

State University Hall of Fame. A Detroit native and 

graduate of Detroit/Northwestern High School, he was a 

two-sport letterman in baseball and basketball at Wayne 

State University. In a career interrupted by military 

service and ended prematurely by the signing of a 

professional baseball contract, Teasley received two 

letters in baseball in 1945 and 1947, and three letters for 

basketball in 1945, 1947, and 1948.  In his first season, 

he became the first Wayne State player to hit more than 

.400.   

 

Teasley served in the U.S. Navy in 1945-46, returning to 

play baseball for the 1947 season in the Negro Leagues.  

He played for the Detroit Cubs, Toledo Cubs, Toledo 

Crawfords, Toledo Rays, Detroit Wolves, and the New 

York Cubans. 

 

In 1948, he spent some time with the Olean (NY) Oilers 

of the PONY League, breaking the color barrier in the 

Class D circuit. He was leading the PONY league in 

home runs, when he was released by the Oilers. He 

joined the N.Y. Cubans to finish out the season.  

 

Congratulations to Mr. Teasley for another well 

deserved honor and tribute.  

The Krock Watch Update . . . 

n 2013, the Negro Leagues Baseball Grave Marker 

Project continues with its mission to identify the 

final resting place of Negro Leagues Baseball 

players, and mark the graves of those found unmarked.   
 

The granite marker for Pete Hill is ready for installation.  

A dedication date at press time has not been determined.  

 

Bob Mayer of Putnam Valley, New York, is working to 

confirm that Clarence "Waxey" Williams is buried in a 

unmarked pauper's grave in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Williams was one of the finest and most popular players 

in 19th century baseball. He was born in 1866 in 

Harrisburg, PA and died in 1934.  In 1886, he joined the 

Cuban Giants, the first professional black team, which 

later claimed to be "Colored Champions of the World" 

in 1887 and 1888.  The catcher, shortstop, third baseman 

and manager became John Henry "Pop" Lloyd's first 

manager in 1906. 

 

The Ted Page marker is ready with 

an expected dedication date of July 

27th or August 3rd in Pittsburgh.  

Page was an outstanding outfielder 

for the Pittsburgh Crawfords and 

the Philadelphia Stars during the 

thirties, and was fatally shot during 

a home burglary in 1984.  He was 

81 years old. More details to come. 
 

Howard Henry at: 

henryhw@buffalostate.edu is 

our contact person to get a 

new headstone for the power 

hitter Grant "Home Run" 

Johnson's grave, located at 

Forest Lawn Cemetery in 

Buffalo, New York.  The 

Findlay, Ohio native died at 

the age of 80 in 1953.  

I 

mailto:henryhw@buffalostate.edu
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Your Conference All-Star Lineup 
Players’ Panel 

ome one, come all to 

the only event in 

America that provides 

a forum to personally interact 

with former players of the 

Negro Leagues.  On Friday 

we will have former hot 

corner man Jim Robinson 

[pictured on right] and 

pitcher extraordinaire Pedro 

Sierra.  
 

Robinson's career 1950-53, 

56-58--ss, 3b, 2b, Goshen Red Wings, Philadelphia 

Stars, Indianapolis Clowns, Kansas City Monarchs, 

Memphis Red Sox.   

Some Career Highlights: 

 All CIAA conference second baseman at North 

Carolina A&T State University 

 Received Master's Degree in Social Work from 

Hunter College 

 South Carolina State University, head baseball 

coach and Criminal Justice faculty member 

 Member of the North Carolina A&T State 

University Hall of Fame 

 Member of the Bob Douglas Hall of Fame 

 Member of the Negro Legends Hall of Fame 

 Recognized in the Congressional Record, House 

of Representatives 

 

Sierra's career - 1954-58--p, Indianapolis Clowns, 

Detroit Stars 

Some Awards & Honors: 

 East-West All-Star, Detroit Stars, 1956 

 4th U.S. Army Championship, 17-5 won-lost, 

1.75 ERA: Included a no-hitter and four 

shutouts, 1961 

 Dow Award for team's best pitcher, 11-3 won-

lost, 1.76 ERA 

 Provincial League Most 

Winning Pitcher, 14-3 

won-lost, & team's MVP 

award, 1969 

 Provincial league All-Star 

in 1967, 1968 & 1969 

 Panama's Winter League 

All-Star, 1971 

 

Authors’ Panel 

Join authors Lawrence Hogan, Al Hunter, Jr., Neil 

Lanctot, and Jim Overmyer, as they provide insight on 

how to research, write proposals, and get that book 

published.  

 Hogan authored A Black National News 

Service: The Associated Negro Press and Claude 

Barnett.   His Before You Can Say Jackie Robinson: 

Black Baseball in America in the Era of the Color Line 

is included in the National Baseball Hall of Fame’s best 

baseball documentaries series.  He is also chief editor of 

Shades of Glory by the National Geographic. 

 Hunter [pictured] is the 

author Thou Shalt Not Steal:  

The Baseball Life  

and Times of a Rifle-Armed  

Negro League Catcher. Al met 

Bill Cash in 1996 and spent 

hundreds of hours interviewing 

him -- mostly at his and Sadie’s 

dining room table in West 

Philadelphia -- and attended 

many of Bill's Negro League 

functions and personal appearances. 

 Lanctot is a historian and author of Fair 

Dealing and Clean Playing: The Hilldale Club and The 

Development of Black Professional Baseball, 1910-1932 

(1994), Negro League Baseball: The Rise and Ruin of a 

Black Institution (2004), and Campy: The Two Lives of 

Roy Campanella (2011). 

 Overmyer is the author of Effa Manley and the 

Newark Eagles, (1993), drawn from the original Newark 

Eagle business files housed at the Newark Public Library 

collection.  He is currently working on a book about the 

Bacharach Giants. 

================================== 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

Larry Lester Co-chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
Dick Clark Co-chair,Tstearnes@comcast.net  
 

The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR); in 

March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, 

submissions and research requests can be sent to Larry 

Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  

 

To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 

SABR by clicking here. For more information about 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.        

Copyright © 2013 SABR.  All Rights Reserved. 
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America’s original Negro Baseball League Conference 
June 13

th
 (Thur) to June 15

th
 (Sat) -  2013 Newark, NJ  

# of 
Packages Registration Packages 

 JR Day 
by April 

15 

Regular 
by May 31 

On-Site 
Total 

 Education Forum package – Thursday only 
Includes Teachers’ Guide & Lesson Plans. 

$15 $20 $25  

 Adult Package 
Includes all presentations, “Meet & Greet,” ballgame, buffet at Bears & 
Eagles Riverfront Stadium, and Awards Banquet, plus education 
forum and transportation. 

$155 $175 $195  

 Student Package -  (with ID) Full time students only. 
Includes all presentations, “Meet & Greet,” ballgame, transportation  
and buffet at Bears & Eagles Riverfront Stadium, & Awards 
Banquet. 

$100 $110 $125  

 Single Day Conference Package – Friday or Saturday 
Conference presentations only. Does not include “Meet & Greet,” 
ballgame, ballgame buffet, transportation, or Awards Banquet. 

$90 $100 $110  

Sub-Total  

 

# of 
additional 

Tickets 

 
Additional Cost for Family & Friends 

Individual 
Ticket Prices 

Total 

  Saturday Night’s Awards Banquet $65  

  Friday Night’s Newark Bears game in Luxury Suites with buffet - hot 
dogs, hamburgers, sausage and peppers, chips and beverage—soda 
and water.  Limited to the first 100 attendees 

$25  

  Bus Transportation to all events $10  

  Thursday night’s “Meet & Greet” Reception at the Yogi Berra Museum 
[Includes snacks & refreshments]. Headcount is required. Free 

 

You may also donate funds for:  SABR is a 501 C-3  

  Art Contest – click name for more info   

  Headstone Restoration Program – click name for more info   

  Student Scholarships – click name for more info   

  School Library Grants – click name for more info   

  HELP Sponsor a Player of your Choice, $100 to $750   

Grand Total  

Click here: SABR Store for Registration  or http://sabr.site-ym.com/events/event_details.asp?id=300592  

 

Or pay by mail: Make your checks or money orders out to SABR – Malloy Conference. 

4455 E. Camelback Rd., Suite D-140, Phoenix, AZ 85018 - (800) 969-7227 or (602) 343-6455 

 

Note: Non-SABR members pay the onsite registration fee 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/496067240431585/files/
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43815227/ns/nightly_news/t/negro-leagues-heroes-finally-get-their-tombstones/#.URGFi2eXQ8Y
https://www.facebook.com/groups/496067240431585/files/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/496067240431585/files/
http://sabr.site-ym.com/events/event_details.asp?id=300592
http://sabr.site-ym.com/events/event_details.asp?id=300592


 

More info at: http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel Registration 
June 13th (Thur) to 15th (Sat) - 2013 Newark, NJ  

Hotel Reservations should be made directly with the 

 

Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel 
1000 Spring Street · Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201 

Phone: 908-436-4600 

Ask for “Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference” or the group code 
"sabsaba" when you call. 

or 

Register at this secured online link to get the discounted rates: 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-

hotel/?toDate=6/16/13&groupCode=sabsaba&stop_mobi=yes&fromDate=6/12/13&app=resvlink   
Room Rates for this Hotel are: 

Single or Doubles: $139 a night plus taxes 
 

Cut-Off Date for Renaissance’s Discounted Rooms is May 25,2013 

Don’t Delay - Register Today!  Call: 908-436-4600 
 

Directions to Hotel from Newark Airport 
Depart from Newark Liberty Int'l Airport, NJ 

1.1 mi -Take ramp left for US-1-9 North toward Off-Airport 

Rental Cars / New York-Newark 

1.9 mi - Take ramp and follow signs for Spring St / Service Rd 

0.4 mi - Arrive at near 972 Spring St, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 on the 

right 

If you reach Neck Lane, you've gone too far 
 
Average travel time: 7 minutes by car, 3.4 miles 
 
 

For transportation to the hotel: take Air Train to P4 
station wait for Hotel shuttle 

 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/clebr-renaissance-cleveland-hotel/?toDate=7/22/12&groupCode=jerjera&fromDate=7/18/12&app=resvlink
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-hotel/?toDate=6/16/13&groupCode=sabsaba&stop_mobi=yes&fromDate=6/12/13&app=resvlink
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-hotel/?toDate=6/16/13&groupCode=sabsaba&stop_mobi=yes&fromDate=6/12/13&app=resvlink
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ewrnr-renaissance-newark-airport-hotel/?toDate=6/16/13&groupCode=sabsaba&stop_mobi=yes&fromDate=6/12/13&app=resvlink


 

More info at: http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html  

The Negro Leagues Committee awards $2,500 scholarships 

and $1,000 Library Grants 

SABR's Negro Leagues Research Committee is pleased to award $2,500 scholarships to two 2013 high school 

seniors in its fifth annual national essay contest. They beat out more than 100 candidates from 35 states and 

countries. The selection committee was comprised of educators Tom Garrett, Stephanie Liscio, and Mel May.  

The contest was open to high school seniors planning to pursue a degree at an accredited U.S. post-secondary 

institution and carrying a minimum 2.5 GPA at the end of their junior year. Students had to write a 1,000-word 

essay answering one of the following questions: “What influence or impact did the Negro Leagues have on 

African American communities?" or “What is the legacy of Satchel Paige?” 

Emma Charlesworth-Seiler 
Charlesworth-Seiler was a senior at Hopkins High School in Minnesota. With apologies 

to Todd Peterson, she is a die-hard Twins fan. Her interest in baseball began with a 

second grade report on Jackie Robinson. She enjoys learning about the history of the 

game, collecting baseball memorabilia, operating a baseball autograph website, scoring 

for her high school's baseball teams, and playing the game.  Other hobbies and interests 

include piano volunteer work, art, soccer and writing.  One of Charlesworth-Seiler's 

teacher says, "I know that she will enjoy the academic challenge while she finds ways to 

contribute her talents and interests to the college community." Emma's winning essay 

answered the question, "What is the Legacy of Satchel Paige?" 

 

 

Madison O'Shields 
O'Shields was enrolled at Ravenwood High School in Nashville, Tennessee, and a 

member of the National Honors and National English Honors Societies. In 

addition, she has been involved the past four years with a choir tour mission trip. 

She will be attending the University of Texas at Austin in the fall as a Liberal Arts 

Honors Student. There she will major in English with goals of working in the 

publishing industry and some day write novels. O'Shields is described by one of 

her teachers as "a model student with a positive, compassionate, and reflective 

perspective on life." Madison's winning essay answered the questions,  "What is 

the Legacy of Satchel Paige?" 

For more details about the conference and other contests visit: http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html  

or call 816.589.7940. 

Our LIBRARY GRANT judges were Dick Clark, co-chair of the Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference and the 

Negro Leagues Committee of SABR, Tim Bottorff, Head Librarian-Universal Orlando Foundation Library, Rosen 

College of Hospitality Management-University of Central Florida,  Mark Moore, Senior Subject Librarian-Cleveland 

Public Library and Ilia Kirstein, school librarian at Edward Bowser Elementary School in East Orange, NJ . With a 

special thank you to Erik Rostamian, National Accounts Manager for FOLLETT LIBRARY RESOURCES, for helping the 

winning libraries to purchase books at a discount. 

 

This year’s winners are: Randolph High School of Randolph, New Jersey, and the Joseph L. Carwise 

Middle School in Palm Harbor, Florida.  

 

http://sabr.org/node/1380
http://www.larrylester42.com/jerry-malloy.html

