
The Courier, December, 2018 – a SABR publication – Page 1 of 11 

 
A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester                               19th Century edition December, 2018 

In the News 

Angels' Double Duty Francisco Arcia 

Makes the MLB Record Books 

n September 19, in Oakland, a Los Angeles Angels catcher Francisco Arcia 

(right) began the day behind the plate, and later a brief stint on the pitcher's 

mound. This has happened before, wherein a player pitches and catches in 

the same game. However, Arcia also hit a home run in the game. What an incredible 

accomplishment by Arcia. Wow, a first in Major League history! 

 

So I thought, did this ever happen in the Negro Leagues? Was there ever a Negro Leaguer who 

pitched, caught and hit a home run in the same game? And therefore, we did a little archaeological dig in the 

catacombs of 16,000 box scores.  With the help of researchers, Wayne Stivers, Patrick Rock and Gary 

Ashwill, we discovered the following information.  

The first occurrence found was a player with the last name of Toussaint, who pitched and caught for 

the Ithaca (NY) Actives on September 23, 1876 against the Utica (NY) Fearless. But no home run! In fact, 

we found several other players who did double duty before league play began in 1920. Some anomalies 

found were on May 10, 1887, New York Gorhams' M. White and Oscar Jackson, switched battery 

positions during a game against the Louisville Falls City. This switch between pitcher and catcher happened 

again on June 1, 1919, when the Cuban Stars of Havana in the second game of double header against the 

Lincoln Giants, had 1984 Cuban Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Julio "Clown" Rojo and Jose "Cheche" 

Suarez exchanged fielding mitts. 

The only instance found of a Black player pitching, catching and hitting a home run was Shep Trusty 

of the Philadelphia Orions on August 27, 1883 in their defeat of the local Hartville Club, 12 to 10. That 

day Trusty pitched seven innings, gave up five hits and four runs. He struck out four and walked two. In 

eight at bats, he had three singles, a home run, with five RBIs. See box below. 

 

 

O 
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While there were no other instances of a player hitting a 4-bagger while pitching and catching, we 

found many instances of players simply doing the “double duty” dance.  In league play, the first player to 

perform double duty was Indianapolis ABCs and future Hall of Famer, Raleigh "Biz" Mackey.  This 

occurred on July 21, 1920 against the Kansas City Monarchs. At the bat, Mackey went 2-for-4 with an RBI. 

On the mound, as the starting pitcher, Mackey went 3 2/3 innings, gave up seven hits 

and six runs, five strikeouts and two walks and took a 7 to 6 lost at Indy's Washington 

Park.  

We found several more talented combo stars, but the most prominent 

appearance was by none other than the original “Double Duty,” Ted "Double Duty" 

Radcliffe (right). He is one of only a handful of professional baseball players who 

lived past their 100th birthdays. Sharing a birthday with Satchel Paige, "Duty" died in 

2005 at the age of 103. Radcliffe played for more than three dozen teams, managed and 

coached. Noteworthy, of the 34 instances discovered, he was the only player we found 

that accomplished this task more than once in his career. Not twice, not three times, but 

an amazing TEN times.  

 

Check out the dual threat's record below. 
 

DATE DH TEAM OPP AB R H D RBI GS IP HA RS K BB DEC SCORE 

8/3/1930 1 SLS CSW 5 1 1 0 0 YES 4 2/3 6 4 0 5 ND 8 - 6 L 

9/5/1931   HSG SLS 1 0 0 0 0 YES 3 5 6 2 2 L 19 - 2 L 

5/1/1933   HSG CBB 4 1 2 0 1 NO 7 10 4 3 2 W 6 - 5 W 

5/24/1937   CCT KCM 3 0 2 0 1 NO 4 6 6 4 2 L 10 - 4 L 

7/18/1937 2 CCT MRS 4 0 2 0 2 NO 1 1/3 1 0 0 0 SAV 6 - 5 W 

8/16/1938   MRS BBB 5 0 0 0 0 NO 4 2/3 4 1 5 1 W 10 - 9  W 

9/11/1938 1 MRS KCM 3 0 1 0 0 NO 2 2/3 2 2 3 0 L 6 - 5 L 

7/15/1943   CAG TLS 3 0 1 1 1 NO 2 3 2 7 1 W 10 - 6 W 

4/24/1944   BBB NYC 4 0 1 0 0 YES 4 5 3 3 2 L 6 - 2 L 

6/23/1946 1 HSG PDS 3 0 2 0 0 NO 1 0 0 0 0 SAV 9 - 8 W 

Totals 
 

10 G 
 

35 2 12 1 5 3 34 1/3 42 28 27 15 3 - 4 2 Saves 

 
Legend: SLS - St. Louis Stars; CSW - Cuban Stars West; HSG - Homestead Grays; CBB - Columbus Blue Birds; CCT - 

Cincinnati Tigers; KCM - Kansas City Monarchs; MRS - Memphis Red Sox; BBB - Birmingham Black Barons; TLS - Toledo 

Spicers; NYC - New York Cubans; PDS - Philadelphia Stars 

 

Research Request . . .  

My name is Bradley Horowitz and I am reaching out to the Negro Leagues 

Research Committee for help. I am trying to research the life of Clarence 

Duvall, the mascot used by Cap Anson on the Spalding World Tour from 

1888-1889. I am interested in Duvall’s story not merely because of his tenure as 

an early baseball mascot, but also of how he became a representative for how the 

mainstream baseball world treated him as an African American in the early 

years of MLB. 

I want to bring closure to Duvall’s life rather than a mere memory of the 

mistreatment of individuals based on race. Is there anyone on the committee 

who can help find out what happened to Duvall? I have collected sources from 

various other books concerning his life, but there is little information on his life 

before 1888 and after the World Tour.  

Reach me at: bradleyhorowitz@optonline.net  

 

mailto:bradleyhorowitz@optonline.net
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Another Research Request . . .  

Tim Tassler, chairman of SABR's Kekionga Chapter of Fort Wayne (IN) is looking for information about the trophy below.  

The inscription on the left image is "Champions New York Colored League 1933." The inscription on the right 

image is "Mohawk Colored Giants." Printed on a small plate under the bottom is: "The Essex Silver Plate Co E2679." 

According to Frank M. Keetz's excellent book The Mohawk Colored Giants of Schenectady, the Giants finished second in 

the 1933 Twilight League with a 13-7 W/L record behind the Democrats' 15-5 W/L record. The Republicans finished fifth 

in the six-team league. If you have an information about the trophy reach out to Tassler at: timtass@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Negro National League (1920-1931), Economic, and Social Mobility Study 

This is Drew Heiderscheidt's companion to the capstone titled Major League Baseball Was a White Man's Game': 

The Negro National League and Mobility for African-Americans, 1920-1931, done in HIST 480: Senior Seminar, 

taught by Dr. T.J. Tomlin, at the University of Northern Colorado in the Fall Semester of 2018. Heiderscheidt is a senior 

at the University of Northern Colorado with a planned graduation of December 2018. His majors are History and 

Environmental and Sustainability Studies. Drew is also pursuing a graduate certificate in Geographic Information 

Sciences. 

Introduction: In this story map, users will be able to interact with the different teams in the first Negro 

National League (NNL), African-American populations, and rural populations around the United States circa 

1920. In the process, they will become active participants in historical research, and discover the spatial 

elements that permeated the NNL and its players, The story map makes the argument that the first Negro National 

League (1920-1931) was a vehicle for economic and social mobility for African-Americans during the Jim Crow era. To 

use the story map, you simply scroll through and the text appears. Most maps within it are interactive, and if you click 

on a county it will give you population data from the 1920 census. Click the link to view the sub titles listed below: 

http://unco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=31d6c266ae694812a044118af2e2ec73  
 Sports as a vehicle for African-American Mobility  

 Origins of the Negro National League in 1920  

 Geographic Background of Players and Teams  

 Fears and Stereotyping of African Americans in the early 20th Century  

 Negro Leagues vs. Major League Exhibitions  

 White reactions to the Negro National League  

 Significance of the Negro Leagues for African-American Communities  

 Black Baseball undermining Segregation  

 Black and White Spectatorship at NNL Games  

 Economic Benefits of Negro National League for African Americans. 

 

Courtesy of http://arslongaartcards.com  

mailto:timtass@yahoo.com
http://unco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=31d6c266ae694812a044118af2e2ec73
http://arslongaartcards.com/
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The Negro Southern League Museum hosts the  

1st Negro Southern League Baseball Conference 

By Clarence Watkins 

ver a three-day weekend of October 4-6
th
, the first Negro Southern League Baseball Conference was held in 

Birmingham. This conference had been on the drawing board ever since the Negro Southern League 

Museum opened in 2015. Several factors came together to make it happen in 2018. The publication of 

Bittersweet Goodbye: The Black Barons, The Grays, and the 1948 Negro League World Series by Frederick C. 

Bush and Bill Nowlin, really got us thinking about a conference concerning the 1948 Negro World Series. The fact 

that several of the games were played in Birmingham at Rickwood Field and that Rickwood is the only ballpark left 

where a Negro World Series was played helped also. The fact we had one of only two living players from that series 

living near us in Birmingham, made the conference an event we must do now! 

After we had secured Rev. Bill Greason (right) to be our special guest, we 

began the serious planning. We felt we had a one-two punch no one else could offer. 

A ball park where the games were actually played and one of the players who played 

there.  

The conference began on Thursday night with a reception for the attendees 

at the Negro Southern League Museum hosted by Dr. Layton Revel. We all enjoyed 

a special time to get to know our out-of-town guests and some of Birmingham’s 

famous Jim & Nicks BBQ. Friday morning it was out to Rickwood Field for a day 

at the park which included remembering the history and on the field experiences. 

Clarence Watkins, who was recently appointed as executive director of the Friends 

of Rickwood gave the group a detailed history of the park. Bill Plott, author of The 

History of Southern Negro Baseball, followed with a more detailed history of the 

park and the Black Barons. Clarence closed the morning session with a history of the Friends of Rickwood, the 

organization that oversees the restoration of the park. The Friends of Rickwood want to make sure that Rickwood is 

around for future generations to experience. The afternoon session included a ballpark lunch, followed by plenty of 

time to get up-close and personal with the park. We think of Rickwood as a living museum that can be touched, 

walked on, and experienced at your own interest and pace. Many attendees enjoyed just walking out onto the field, 

standing where Satchel Paige had been on the mound or out in centerfield where a young Willie Mays played. The 

hand-operated scoreboard, the home-team locker room, the iconic front entrance, and the original outfield wall gave 

everyone the opportunity to experience what makes Rickwood so special.  

Our Saturday schedule provided six presentations related to the 1948 

past Negro League World Series. Many of our presenters wrote the chapters in 

“Bittersweet Goodbye”. The morning section included Tom Hayes Team 

Owner by James Forr, Willie Pope by Skip Nipper, and Tom Parker by 

William Johnson. 

Without a doubt the highlight of the conference was having lunch with 

Reverend Bill Greason (left) and then listening to him talk about his baseball 

career and then answering questions of our attendees. 

We all came to understand Reverend Greason’s life was more than just 

a baseball career. He served his country in World War II as a Montford Point 

Marine on the island of Iwo Jima (received the Congressional Gold Medal 

from President Barack Obama in 2016), and he served his Lord and Savior 

as a church pastor. He was an inspiration for us all. 

Reverend Greason agreed to stay with us after lunch to hear Gaylon 

White talk about Greason's old teammate Artie Wilson. White is the author of 

the recently released, Singles and Smiles: How Artie Wilson Broke Baseball's 

Color Barrier. Local baseball historian Jeb Stewart did an outstanding job on 

his research of Birmingham Black Baron, Jimmie Newberry. 

Bryan Steverson closed out the conference with his talk on “How 

good were they?”.  An inspiring presentation on the quality of play always 

present in the Negro Leagues.  

At the end of the day we left having made many new friends, and encouraged to work harder at our research. 

It is our plan to make this conference an annual event. 

O 
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Baseball Puzzle from the 
Indianapolis Freeman 

June 5, 1909 
 

hat is the maximum number of hits a team can 

make in one inning without scoring a run? 

 

Their answer was: 

"Well, the first man up makes a single and is caught 

stealing. The next batter also hits safely, and he, too, is caught 

stealing. 

The following three batters make infield hits, filling 

the bases. Now comes the Joker! 

A batter cannot get credit for a hit where a base 

runner is caught, so we are compelled to have one of the base 

runners hit with a batted ball; the man that was hit is declared 

out, while the batter gets [credited with] a hit under the rules. 

No runs scored. That makes six hits that inning. 

Alright in theory, but nix on the practice field." 

 

SABR BioProject  
SABR is actively seeking historians to write 

biographies of Negro League players. See 

the Want List in last quarter's edition of 

The Courier. 

 

I signed up to do bios on pitchers 

Cannonball Dick Redding, Smokey Joe Williams, and Chet 

Brewer. Leslie Heaphy signed up for J.B. Martin and Ben 

Taylor. Bill Johnson is doing bios on Candy Jim Taylor 

and Bingo DeMoss, while Michael Bates is writing a bio on 

Bullet Rogan. 

 

To see if a player has been assigned, check here: 

https://sabr.org/bioproj_search . If your search does not bring 

up the player's name, e-mail Lyle Spatz at 

lspatz@comcast.net. He will create a "node" or an assignment 

in your name. Also copy LarryLester42@gmail.com  . 
 

Submission format 
Microsoft Word is the common currency of the BioProject. 

Bare minimum word count is 1,500. Normal maximum is 

7,000. The sweet spot is around 3,000-4000 words.  

 

Suggested Font type and size:  

Times New Roman, 12. 

 

See frequently asked questions at: 

https://sabr.org/content/bioproject-FAQs 

 

Guideline details can be found at the link below: 

https://sabr.org/content/bioproject-authors-guidelines  

 

 

Moses Fleetwood Walker is Stamped! 
Dr. William R. Hanson, is fabulously known for his artistic 

work in designing moon-landed art on stamps honoring the 

20th anniversary of Apollo 11, the first manned landing on the 

moon. In 1989, he was commissioned by the Federated 

States of Micronesia Postal Administration to design its 

first $2.40 Priority Mail stamp (Scott #82). 

 
That same year, in honor of 200 Years of the American 

Presidency, he designed six 50 cent stamps featuring 

Presidents Andrew Jackson, William H. Harrison, John Tyler, 

James K. Polk, Zachary Taylor and Martin Van Buren (above) 

for the Turks & Caicos Islands postal service.  For reasons 

unknown to this editor, Dr. Hanson included an image of 

Moses Fleetwood Walker, as a bonus. Thank you, Doc. 

 

Speaking of stamps, in 1990, I received a letter from 

Jamie Selko from Eugene, Oregon. He created a few 

commemorative stamps in honor of Negro League stars. 

Pictured in the collage above, along with Jackie Robinson, is 

Bill Byrd (in the red triangle), a seven-time East-West All-

Star spitball pitcher for the Baltimore Elite Giants. He also 

pitched for the Chicago American Giants, Philadelphia 

Stars and other teams. 

And during the chilly months, Byrd hurled for the 

Criollos de Caguas and Cangrejeros de Santurce clubs in 

the Puerto Rico Winter League.  

W 

https://sabr.org/bioproj_search
mailto:lspatz@comcast.net
mailto:LarryLester42@gmail.com
https://sabr.org/content/bioproject-FAQs
https://sabr.org/content/bioproject-authors-guidelines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criollos_de_Caguas_(baseball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cangrejeros_de_Santurce_(baseball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico_Baseball_League
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Along This Way: The Autobiography of 
James Weldon Johnson. 

s we know "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" – often 

referred to as the "Black National Anthem" – is a 

song written as a poem by James Weldon Johnson 

in 1900 and set to music by his brother Rosamond. 

Not just an influential and notable novelist, poet, and 

songwriter, Johnson was a lawyer, a U.S. consul in 

Venezuela, and served an important role in combating racism 

through his position as field secretary for the NAACP.  

In James' book, Along This Way, published in 1933 

(three years before his untimely death in a train/car accident), 

he recalled his encounter with baseball. 

"The games I learned to play 

at school were: marbles, tops 

[on the left], shinny [street 

hockey] and baseball.  

Baseball was my game; the 

one in which I developed more 

than ordinary expertness. I 

was well adapted to the game 

physically, being slight of 

figure but muscular. And I not 

only practiced steadily but studied assiduously. I worked to 

master what is now known as "inside" baseball [with all due 

respect to Rube Foster]. I read regularly a weekly publication 

called Sporting Life, which was devoted chiefly to baseball, 

so I was familiar with the names and records of all the noted 

professional players.  

My favorite club was the old Detroits [Wolverines], 

and my particular heroes of the diamond were Fred Dunlap 

[1886-1887] and Dan Brouthers [1886-1888], its famous 

second baseman and first baseman. Before I left Stanton [he 

taught at this high school for colored in Jacksonville, FL] to 

go to Atlanta University, one of the pitchers on the Cuban 

Giants, the crack Negro professional team of New York, 

imparted to me the secrets of the art of curve pitching.  

The Cuban Giants were originally organized from 

among the waiters at the Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. 

Augustine. They played professional ball in the North in the 

summer but for a number of seasons they worked the winter 

in the St. Augustine hotels and played ball, principally for the 

entertainment of the guests. 

Under my instructor, who had taken a liking to me 

because he thought I showed the making of a real player, I 

gained control of a wide out-curve, a sharp in-shoot, a slow 

and tantalizing "drop" and a deceptive "rise."  

I was the only local colored boy who could do the 

tricks. I practiced by the hour with my friend Sam Grant as 

catcher. We were the battery of our nine, The Domestics 

(why we chose this name I cannot tell), a club made of boys 

ranging from 14 to 16 years of age. Our fame as battery began 

to spread. 

My first taste of athletic glory came when Sam and I 

were called on to serve as the battery for The Roman Cities, 

the leading colored club of Jacksonville and, thereby, the best 

club in the whole city, in a big game with a formidable team 

from Savannah. The Roman Cities were a first-rate club. The 

chief strength of the team was Bill Board, so nicknamed 

because of the abnormal breadth of his face. Bill Board was a 

wonderful outfielder and, I think, the best natural batter I have 

ever seen. In either capacity his most strenuous exertions 

always appeared to be effortless. There were other good 

players on The Roman Cities, but the team was a little 

apprehensive over the impending game, and decided to take a 

chance on strengthening their offensive with my style of 

pitching, which they had watched. They tried to fit Sam and 

me out in the blue and red uniforms of the club, but those 

were all too large; so we played in the white flannel suits, 

white caps and black stockings of our own club.  

The crowd was big and vociferous. It was made up of 

both whites and blacks. A good Negro team was then as great 

a drawing card for whites in the South as one is now for 

whites in the North. The white people of Jacksonville were 

ardent boosters for The Roman Cities, especially when the 

club played against a team from a Georgia town. For this 

game a good many shops were closed, and street cars and 

hacks [automobiles] went out to the grounds loaded beyond 

capacity.  

When the visiting nine took the field, I glued my eyes 

on the opposing pitcher. He was a tall, slender fellow and a 

fine exponent of the classic style of pitching. He stood 

holding the ball in front of him in both hands while he intently 

studied the batter. Then shifting his entire weight to the right 

foot, he slowly twirled his body round to the right until he 

almost faced second base, his left foot rising from the ground 

as his body turned; then back again he twirled with 

accelerating speed. At the same time his right arm swung 

back, under, upward, forward and under, describing an almost 

complete figure 8. He turned swiftly. His left foot came down 

and dug into the earth, holding the momentum of his body in 

check, while the right rose into the air and the ball shot out, 

projected by every ounce of his weight and energy. The 

motion began in a gentle sweeping curve and culminated in a 

pose, held for an instant, of tense power. It was an exhibition 

of the perfection of masculine grace. Beautiful pitching like 

that is among the lost arts.  

This pitcher's strategy 

lay in a ball of blinding speed, 

change of pace, and the ability 

to trim the corners of the plate. I 

guessed at once that Sam and I 

would make a poor showing at 

the bat; and I guessed right. But 

we counterbalanced all that. 

When I ran out to go into the 

box for the home team, there 

was every reason for me to feel 

nervous, but I didn't. No 

medicine man ever appeared 

before the tribe with more 

confidence in his magic than I had in mind when I faced the 

A 
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crowd. As I stooped and picked up a handful of dirt to rub 

into the cover of the ball to roughen it somewhat and glanced 

at the hulking young giant who came to bat, if I had the 

presumption to draw an analogy between myself and little 

David choosing his five smooth stones from the brook, I 

ought, perhaps, to be pardoned. But the analogy was not so 

far-fetched, at that; David used long-range artillery against a 

short sword, and I had up my sleeve what was practically a 

magic power, the power to make the ball suddenly changes its 

course and dart out of the path of the on-coming bat. The 

advantage, over those to whom it was new, was so great as to 

amount to unfairness. Yet it was not apparent enough to 

prevent my being greeted by a chorus of groans and yells as 

well as applause and cheers.  

My delivery was, necessarily, quite different from 

that of my opponent. It was overhead, rapid, even jerky, and 

ended with the quick snap of the wrist required to produce the 

curve. I started with the use of a wide out-curve aimed at the 

plate, and the break timed so as to tempt the batter to fan the 

air; varying it by aiming straight at the batter so that the break 

was over the plate, my purpose being to cause the batter to 

duck and have a strike called. The coaches finally solved, and 

cautioned the batters, "When you see it coming for the plate, 

don't hit at it. Wait till you see it coming at you." Of course, I 

immediately began working in a straight ball, an in-shoot, and 

the drop; and the mystery deepened. As the game went on it 

assumed a humorous aspect. As many spectators as could do 

so crowded behind the catcher to watch the vagaries of the 

ball, and yells of derision greeted bewildered batters, 

especially when they lunged at the elusive, wide-breaking out-

curves. The Roman Cities won the game by a one-sided score. 

I struck out 16 men and held the others down to 

ineffectiveness. My reward was a pretty full cup of the 

sensation of being a popular hero.  

One of the most interested spectators at the game was 

a man named Haines Spearing. He was a colored sport and 

said to be the best-dressed man in Jacksonville. He loudly 

declared that the whole thing was a hoax, a physical 

impossibility, merely an optical illusion -- or words to that 

effect -- and offered to bet that it could not be demonstrated. I 

couldn't  cover his bet, but offered to give him a 

demonstration free of any risk on his part. I did what I had 

often done in practice and what I was confident I could do 95 

times out of a 100.  

A group followed us to where two trees stood 10 or 

12 feet apart. I took my stand in line with the trees and about 

50 feet away. I stepped a couple of feet to the left and threw 

the ball so that it passed to the right of the first tree, between 

the two, and out to the left of the second tree. Q.E.D." 

 

Editor's note: QED used by Weldon Johnson is an 

abbreviation of the Latin words "Quod Erat Demonstrandum" 

which loosely translated means "that which was to be 

demonstrated". It is usually placed at the end of a 

mathematical proof to indicate that the proof is complete. 

Dugout Reading: 

I Was Born A Grown Man: as told by Melvin "Buck" 

Duncan with David E. Miller 
uncan's love for baseball 

began when a local 

insurance agent in Centralia 

selected him for a youth 

baseball team."I was fourteen at the 

time, and this is when I fell head 

over heels with the game of baseball. 

Now don't get me wrong—I loved 

all sports, particularly boxing and 

football. The neighborhood kids 

were a ragtag group of youngsters 

who had no uniforms." 

This early start led to a 

professional career which brought 

accolades and achievement, despite obstacles in the 1940s and 

beyond. The problem was Melvin "Buck" Duncan was black. 

Negro baseball leagues have a deep historical significance. 

Racism and "Jim Crow" laws encouraged segregation of African 

Americans and whites. Arguably, the players on the Negro baseball 

leagues were some of the best ever. Even today, they are still 

recognized and honored for their wonderful contribution to baseball 

as a whole. It's safe to say that the Major league owners had made a 

"gentleman's agreement" to keep African Americans from playing in 

its league. It was once said by Martin Luther King Jr., 

"[Segregation] gives the segregator a false sense of superiority, it 

gives the segregated a false sense of inferiority." 

Full of great photos, this personal journey is published by 

Joshua Tree Publishing at: 

https://www.joshuatreepublishing.com/Author/David-E-Miller/I-

Was-Born-A-Grown-Man.html  

Author David E. Miller is a native of Centralia, Illinois. 

He is a Cum Laude graduate from Benedict College (South 

Carolina) in the field of Criminal Justice. Miller also attained a 

Master's of Public Administration from Bowling Green State 

University (Ohio). Order your copy at: 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1941049893  

 

Gene Johnson with editor and Mel Duncan in Muskegon, 

Michigan, on February 26, 2011, getting ready to order Duncan's 

specialty; a mushroom-only pizza.      Photo courtesy of Leslie Heaphy. 

Duncan pitched and played outfield for the 1949-51 Kansas City 

Monarchs and the 1955 Detroit Stars. Johnson was a first baseman 

for the Detroit Stars in 1956-57. Both have appeared at the Malloy. 

D 

https://www.joshuatreepublishing.com/Author/David-E-Miller/I-Was-Born-A-Grown-Man.html
https://www.joshuatreepublishing.com/Author/David-E-Miller/I-Was-Born-A-Grown-Man.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1941049893
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Locals aim to honor native  
baseball legend 

By BRIAN BREHM  

The Winchester Star - Aug 20, 2018 

WINCHESTER — Ask someone to list Winchester’s most 

notable sons and daughters and you’ll likely hear about singer 

Patsy Cline, explorer Richard E. Byrd, writer Willa Cather 

and jazz musician John Kirby. 

Few people would mention Spottswood “Spots” Poles, 

a war hero and one of the best baseball players from the Negro 

Leagues of the early 20th century. 

“He was the Black Ty Cobb,’” said Winchester-

Frederick County Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive 

Director Justin Kerns, comparing Poles to the legendary Major 

League Baseball player who is ranked third in Sporting News’s 

list of “Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players.” “I think it’s a shame we 

don’t have a historic marker for him.” 

So does Wayde Byard, a Frederick County resident and 

former Winchester Star editor who wrote a Governor’s Award-

winning screenplay about Poles’s life.  

“He fell through 

the cracks of history,” said 

Byard, public information 

officer for Loudoun 

County Public Schools. 

Many people 

contend that Poles should 

join Cobb in the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame. 

“He’s been up 

[for induction] several 

times and fell short, which 

is a shame,” Byard said. 

 

 

The problem is a lack of documentation. Even though 

Poles played professional baseball in the United States and Cuba 

for 14 seasons and is credited with an outstanding lifetime 

batting average of over .400, he was not a fan of statistics, 

preferring instead to share his accomplishments by word of 

mouth. 

Historians have only been able to fully document two 

complete seasons from Poles’s prolific career. The minimum for 

inclusion in the Hall of Fame is four. 

Poles was born December 9, 1887, in Winchester. He 

lived at 530 Fremont St., where he honed his batting skills using 

a broomstick and tennis ball. 

In 1906, he joined the Harrisburg Colored Giants 

baseball team in Pennsylvania. Poles became a professional 

player in 1909 with the Philadelphia Giants, then signed with 

the New York Lincoln Giants when the Philadelphia team 

folded in 1911. 

Poles enjoyed his best years in New York, batting .440 

in his first season with the Lincoln Giants, .398 in his second, 

.414 in his third, and, in his final season with the team, a 

stunning .487. 

He spent winters playing baseball in Cuba. In 1913, 

Poles led the Cuban Winter League in at-bats, runs, hits and 

triples, and was second in stolen bases. 

After leaving the Lincoln Giants, Poles played for the 

New York Lincoln Stars, Brooklyn Royal Giants and Hilldale 

before enlisting in the Army’s 369th Infantry Regiment — the 

legendary Harlem Hellfighters — during World War I. 

The Hellfighters were an infantry unit primarily 

comprised of African-American soldiers. Many white soldiers 

refused to fight alongside Blacks, so in April 1918, the regiment 

was attached to the French army. 

During his year of military service, Poles earned five 

battle stars and a Purple Heart. 

He resumed his baseball career in 1919 with the Lincoln 

Giants and stayed with the team until retiring in 1923. 

“I was still batting above .300 when I quit,” Poles said 

after leaving baseball. “The only thing was that I got tired of all 

the train travel and carrying those bags around all the time.” 

Poles operated a taxi business in Harrisburg (PA) and 

was able to retire comfortably. He died on Sept. 12, 1962, in 

Harrisburg, and was laid to rest in Arlington National 

Cemetery. 

“He fits the definition of a humble American hero,” 

Kerns said about Poles. “This guy’s a great American and we 

don’t know his 

name.” 

Kerns has 

reached out on 

social media to 

people who have 

information about 

Poles and has 

managed to connect 

with one of the 

baseball legend’s 

relatives. 

“We’re working our 

way through to try 

to move closer into 

the family,” Kerns 

said. “They’re in a 

nearby state, but 

they’re not here in 

Winchester anymore.”  

Kerns said a man as prominent as Poles deserves 

Winchester’s recognition with something as simple as a historic 

marker or as significant as the naming of a local baseball field. 

“I think it’s a great opportunity to honor his 

contributions to the country,” Kerns said. “We should be proud 

of the fact that he’s from Winchester.” 

Contact Brian Brehm at bbrehm@winchesterstar.com 

 

Editor's note: In an effort to get more recognition for the overly 

qualified Poles, I submitted an article about this bowlegged, 

pigeon-toed, switch hitter to the National Hall of Fame and 

Museum's for consideration in their outstanding Memories and 

Dreams magazine last Spring. I received a rejection email, citing 

their preference for articles about current Hall of Famers. 

Perhaps the quality of my article was not up to their exemplary 

standards. Conversely, I did enjoy their article about that 

harmonica playing Yankee named Phil Linz. 
 

Poles far left with two comrades 

Poles with Royal Poinciana 
team in Florida 

 

mailto:bbrehm@winchesterstar.com
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The 2018 Thomas R. Garrett Memorial Scholarship Family awardees: 
Each recipient received $1,000 

Rube Foster Scholarship  
Marith Anderson, a graduate of Rush-Henrietta Senior High School in Henrietta, N.Y., is the 

winner of the Rube Foster Scholarship. Marith's research allowed her to learn more about the 

incredible heritage of the Negro Leagues and about Foster, a legendary pitcher-turned-visionary 

that she believes too few people know about today. A member of National Honor Society and 

Tri-M National Music Honor Society, Marith has been interested in learning more about other 

people her entire life. Whether volunteering to support Camp Invention, Vacation Bible School, 

or the local food cupboard, she also enjoys assessing a need and pitching in to help. During high 

school, Marith was active in the music program, taking part in Celtic Orchestra, Chamber 

Orchestra, Symphonic Orchestra, and Bel Canto Singers. She will continue to pursue her 

passion for music, and foster her love of people, at Houghton College in Houghton, N.Y. She 

plans to study psychology.  

 

 

 

Jimmie Crutchfield Scholarship  
Kasey Fung will be a incoming freshman at Columbia University in the City of New 

York and is planning to major in Neuroscience and Behavior and minor in the Classics. I 

hope to understand how the brain works and why humans have certain behaviors and 

habits. I enjoy dancing, skiing, running, and advocating and spreading awareness of social 

justice issues.  

 

 

 

 

Robert Peterson Scholarship 
Dallas Lim is a graduating high school senior at Lincoln East High School. In her time at 

Lincoln East, she was vice president of Key Club, tutored elementary school students, earned 

top academic honors, and was awarded AP Scholar with Distinction. In addition to her 

academic and volunteering activities, Dallas is also Ambassador to Girl Up, a female 

empowerment club, and swam competitively for eight years. She will be attending Emory 

University in Atlanta, Georgia in Fall 2018.  

 

Normal "Tweed" Webb Scholarship  
Kiaran Octavius Turner is a senior at Ridgeview High School in Orange Park, Florida.  

Kiaran was born on October 21, 1999 in Norfolk, Virginia to Terrance and Daphne Turner.  

Kiaran and his family moved to Florida in 2003 due to a military transfer.  Kiaran has been 

accepted to Wheeling Jesuit University in Wheeling, West Virginia where he will major 

in Communications.  His long-term goal is to become a successful journalist and 

commentator.  Journalism has always been a field of interest to him because he considers 

himself to be naturally inquisitive and is also easily entertained with the slightest stories.  

News doesn’t stop when a work day is over and he believes that he will be able to succeed 

with this career choice and build a multimedia platform.  His desire is to become an 

authentic, reliable, and respected commentator and journalist with an emphasis on giving 

back to society with his words. 
 

Information about our scholarships and library grants are available at: 

https://www.larrylester42.com/malloy-conference.html 

https://www.larrylester42.com/malloy-conference.html
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Sunrises! 

SEND YOUR FAVORITE NEGRO LEAGUER A BIRTHDAY CARD. 

DECEMBER 
  2

ND
 
 
- HENRY ELMORE - 77 

  3RD -  BILL HAYDEN - 94 

  6
TH

 – BILL LITTLE - 84 

  7
TH

 – ENRIQUE MAROTO - 86 

  9
TH

 – CLIFFORD "QUACK" BROWN – 88 

14
TH

 - HENRY SAVERSON - 89 

16
TH

 – JOE MARBURY - 80 

21
ST

 – CHARLES WELLS – 87, PAUL CASANOVA – 77 

23RD
 – MAYNARD JORDAN - 90 

25
TH

  – JOHN MITCHELL - 81 

26TH
 – ORLANDO O’FARRILL – 96, REGGIE HOWARD 84 

27
TH

  – JIM COBBIN - 84 

JANUARY 
  9

TH
 – FRANK MARSH – 88 

21ST
 – PORTER REED – 96, 

JIM ROBINSON - 89 

26TH
 – RON TEASLEY – 92 

27
TH

 – SAM TAYLOR – 90 

28
TH

 – TOMMY TAYLOR – 81 

30
TH

  – LONNIE HARRIS – 88 

FEBRUARY 
  4

TH
 – ERNIE NIMMONS – 89 

  5
TH

 – HANK AARON - 85 

  9
TH

 – MIKE HOULEMARD - 87 

 

$$ Grave Marker Update $$ 

Jeremy Krock and his team are finalizing efforts to place a 

headstone in St. Peter's Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri in 

the near future for the following players/executives: 
BRIDGEWATER, HENRY—1882-88—manager, St. Louis Black 

Stockings  [B: 1845 - D: 1904]  
COX, COMER LANE (HANNIBAL, RUSS)—1930-31—of, 

Nashville Elite Giants, Cleveland Cubs [B: 1905 - D: 1971] 
HUBBARD, PALMER W.—1957-60—of, Detroit Stars, Kansas 

City Monarchs  [B: 1936 - D: 1996]  
HYDE, COWAN FONTELLA (BUBBA, BUBBER)—1926-30, 

1937-51—of, 2b, Cincinnati Tigers, Memphis Red Sox, Chicago 

American Giants, Indianapolis Athletics, Houston Eagles, St. Louis 

Giants, Birmingham Black Barons, Atlantic Black Crackers, Chet 

Brewer's Kansas City Royals  [B: 1908 - D: 2003]  
KENNARD [KENNA], DANIEL C. (DAN)—1913-27—c, 

Indianapolis ABCs, Chicago American Giants, St. Louis Giants, 

Lincoln (NY) Giants, St. Louis Stars, Detroit Stars, Bowser’s ABCs, 

West Baden (IN) Sprudels, Chicago Black Sox, Royal Poinciana (FL)  

[B: 1883 - D: 1947]  
MILLS, CHARLES ALEXANDER (CHUBBY)—1907-24—

officer, manager, St. Louis Giants, St. Louis Black Stockings   

[B: 1878 - D: 1944] 
PALM, CLARENCE (SPOONY)—1927-46—c, manager, 

Birmingham Black Barons, St. Louis Giants, St. Louis Stars, Detroit 

Stars, Cleveland Giants, Homestead Grays, Brooklyn Eagles, New 

York Black Yankees, Philadelphia Stars, Cole's American Giants, 

Akron Tyrites, Pittsburgh Crawfords, Chicago American Giants, 

Brooklyn Brown Dodgers, Schenectady Mohawk Giants, Newark 

Eagles, Denver Post Negro All-Stars  [B: 1914 - D: 1976]  

Sunsets! 

IRA D. MCKNIGHT, JR.,  83, died August 28, 2018, 

at the Greenwood Healthcare Center in Greenwood, 

Indiana. He was born on 

August 5, 1935 in 

Trenton, Tennessee. 

However McKnight 

spent the majority of his 

childhood in South 

Bend, Indiana, where he 

later began his baseball 

career playing for the 

South Bend 

Globetrotters in 1953-

54. Failing to make the 

grade with the 1955 

Chicago White Sox, he 

returned home to play 

for the South Bend 

White Sox.   

Over the next two years, 1956-57, McKnight 

caught the pitching staff of the Kansas City Monarchs. 

The following year he spent a part of a season with the 

Auburn Yankees (Class D) of the New York-Penn 

League, alongside Phil Linz and Joe Pepitone, before 

returning to the Monarchs for several years.  

McKnight also played with the Satchel Paige 

All-Stars and was selected to the 1957 East-West All-

Star classic. 

In the 1960s he played mostly in Canada with 

the Champaign, Melfort, North Battleford and Saskatoon 

teams before calling it quits. 

More information about Ira McKnight's career 

can be found the Fall-Spring 2015/16 edition of NINE: A 

Journal of Baseball History and Culture, in an interview 

with Emily R. Rutter, author of Invisible Ball of 

Dreams (previewed in last quarter's issue of The 

Courier). 

 

 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

Larry Lester - chair, LarryLester42@gmail.com  
 

The Courier is a quarterly newsletter published by the 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR); in 

March, June, September and December.  Inquiries, 

submissions and research requests can be sent to Larry 

Lester.  Back issues can be found HERE.  

To receive your personal copies of this newsletter join 

SABR by clicking here. For more information about 

SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee click here.      

Copyright © 2018 SABR.  All Rights Reserved 
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