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COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE 
 

I am pleased to introduce the inaugural issue of the SABR Hanlan’s Point 

Chapter newsletter. This is an exciting new venture to support Chapter activity 

and growth. In addition to informing members on our activities, it is also a 

forum for members to share their research.   

We all owe a big thank you to Mike and Elena for initiating this project and 

creating an excellent newsletter. 

Allen Tait 

EDITORS’ NOTES 
 

Hello and welcome to this inaugural issue. The intent of the newsletter is to 

inform and engage members of the Chapter and of SABR at large, to give our 

members an outlet for their research and knowledge, and to promote 

Canada’s baseball history. We plan two issues for this year, hoping to increase 

the frequency in future.   

Reader contributions are vital to the success of the newsletter. So, please, 

submit your ideas, articles, photos, artwork, memories, information re: 

appearances on podcasts, interviews, book reviews, and other material for 

future issues. Guidelines for submissions are noted at the end of the 

newsletter.  

This is very much a work-in-progress, so comments and suggestions are 

welcome. We especially want to hear stories of SW Ontario and elsewhere 

outside Greater Toronto. 

Mike Anderson & Elena North, Co-Editors
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CALENDAR 
 

The Chapter’s Spring Meeting 

will take place on ZOOM on 

Saturday, March 20 at 10 a.m. 

EST. Guest speaker Chip Martin 

will be talking about his book 

The Man Who Made Babe 

Ruth:  Brother Matthias of St. 

Mary’s School.   

∞∞∞ 

 

 

HP member Scott Crawford 

recently appeared on the 

Intercounty Baseball League’s 

YouTube program IBL On Deck, 

Episode 11. 

∞∞∞ 

Reminder: The 183rd 

anniversary of the Beachville 

Game is June 4th. Plans to be 

determined.  

∞∞∞ 

 

If all goes well, The Canadian 

Baseball Hall of Fame's 

induction weekend kicks off on 

Thursday, June 17, with 

Induction ceremonies for the 

2020 class in St Marys on 

Saturday, June 19.  The Hall 

recently announced there 

would be no Class of 2021. For 

confirmation and further 

details, check the website  

baseballhalloffame.ca  

 

NEWS 
 

The Chapter is in urgent need of 

volunteers to fill the following 

two positions:  Coordinator, 

GTA and Coordinator, Partner 

Liaison.  Please contact Allen 

(atait4@cogeco.ca) if you are 

interested. 

∞∞∞ 

We are also looking for 

volunteers for the historical 

baseball sites project, 

specifically in Toronto and the 

Golden Triangle. To get 

involved, please contact Elena 

North (monklands@gmail.com). 

∞∞∞ 

In his latest ‘Dugout Dispatch‘, 

artist and HP member Sean 

Kane announced that he’d 

painted his first 19C player, 

Michael “King” Kelly.  For 

details, go here.  If you don’t 

know Sean’s work, you’re in for 

a treat.   

∞∞∞ 

 

 

 

For researchers: A compilation 

of early baseball games played 

by Canadian teams is available 

on the Centre for Canadian 

Baseball Research’s website at 

Research –> Early Games.  

Primarily the work of SABR 

member Martin Lacoste, with 

supporting contribution and 

comment from CCBR Director 

Bill Humber, the table lists the 

dates, locations, and scores of 

all known games (played in 

Canada or in the U.S.) through 

1870, i.e., before the advent of 

the professional National 

Association in 1871.  

Links to such supporting 

documentation as box scores 

and newspaper descriptions are 

provided, as are links to 

discussion and commentary 

regarding selected games.   

∞∞∞ 

Martin Lacoste also contributed 

essays on brothers Fred Wood 

and Pete Wood to the SABR Bio 

Project in 2019. 

FEATURE ARTICLES 
 

ST. CATHARINES ROAD TRIP 

By Ken Dodd 

Carlos Delgado played there. So 

did Vernon Wells. Pat Hentgen, 

Jeff Kent, and Michael Young 

too. Where? St. Catharines, 

Ontario.  

From 1986 to 1999 the Blue 

Jays, then the Stompers, were a 

short season farm team 

of the Toronto Blue Jays. A lot 

of stars got their start there, 

including the first all-female 

front office in professional 

baseball.  Chapter member Ken 

Dodd takes you on a road trip to 

those days. 

∞∞∞ 

284 WINS AND A SAVE:  THE 

IMPROBABLE SABR JOURNEY OF 

FERGIE JENKINS  

By Maxwell Kates 

In the early years of our 

Chapter, I served as part of a 

steering committee, a four-man 

operation which also included  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=CcKpC1BAl7w
https://baseballhalloffame.ca/
https://mailchi.mp/75b35e9aff1c/honoring-hammerin-hank-print-release-1880s-hits-king?e=3257df9def
http://baseballresearch.ca/early-games/
https://1drv.ms/w/s!ApuNxBaeQAN-kQzX9B4Kb1y-HNKQ?e=uymsRe
https://1drv.ms/w/s!ApuNxBaeQAN-kQzX9B4Kb1y-HNKQ?e=uymsRe
https://1drv.ms/w/s!ApuNxBaeQAN-kQzX9B4Kb1y-HNKQ?e=uymsRe
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a retired teacher, a banker, and 

a fraud investigator.  

We were fortunate to have 

formed a strategic alliance with 

the Fergie Jenkins Foundation 

and we would often contact 

Fergie’s people to arrange an 

opportunity for him to speak at 

a SABR meeting. This is the 

story of the Fergie Jenkins event 

from 2009.  

∞∞∞ 

THE DAY I MET 
By Allen Tait 

 

I attended my first SABR 

convention in St. Louis, June 29 

– July 1, 1979. As a university 

student travelling alone and not 

knowing anyone at the 

convention, I simply did not 

know what to expect. Arriving 

around midnight on Friday due 

to weather delays in Chicago 

(has any flight ever arrived/left 

O’Hare on time?), I attended my 

first group SABR meeting 

Saturday morning. This was the 

first convention with more than 

100 attendees. Everyone was 

introduced and research 

presentations were one track.   

I met Larry Gerlach at the 

convention. Emeritus Professor 

of History, University of Utah, 

Larry joined SABR in 1979, 

served as SABR President in 

1997, and received the 

prestigious Bob Davids Award in 

2001. He is the founder of 

SABR’s Umpires and Rules 

Committee and has authored 

several books, including The 

SABR Book of Umpires and 

Umpiring and The Men in Blue: 

Conversations With Umpires. In 

2019, he presented a paper on 

St. Thomas, Ontario-born Bob 

Emslie at the 4th annual 

Canadian Baseball History 

Conference. If that’s not 

enough, he has a long-standing 

friendship with Western 

University’s Bob Barney, a 

leader in Canadian baseball 

history research.  

I remember Larry as being very 

inclusive and supportive of 

seeing a student travel to the 

convention. He had travelled to 

the convention with his family 

and had planned to stay a few 

extra days. The day after the 

convention, Larry invited me to 

travel with his family for a 

private tour of The Sporting 

News, the “Bible of Baseball” at 

that time. Thanks to the 

kindness and generosity of 

Larry, my first SABR convention 

was very enjoyable. It was also 

great to speak to him again 

when he spoke at the Centre for 

Canadian Baseball Research 

Conference in London in 2019.  

∞∞∞ 

QUOTE 
 

“People ask me what I do in 

winter when there’s no 

baseball. I‘ll tell you what I do.  

I stare out the window and wait 

for Spring.” ROGERS HORNSBY 

 

∞∞∞ 

TIME MACHINE 
 

Oscar Reichow, business 

manager of the Los Angeles 

baseball club, received a letter 

from Ingersoll, Canada. The 

writer was Oscar Judd, a 

promising young semi-pro 

southpaw recently signed for 

the 1934 Angels. 

“It’s 27 degrees below zero up 

here,” began the Ehud [Biblical 

– a left-handed man]. 

“Oh gee. Oh gosh,” moaned the 

b.m. “What if he should turn 

into an icicle, and he is such a 

fine prospect. He is over six feet 

tall and weighs 180 pounds. He 

won 11 games and lost three 

last year in that northern 

Canada. He struck out 142 

batters in the 14 games and 

never walked more than four 

men in a game. That certainly 

shows control for a southpaw, 

mister. And he had a batting 

average of .444. Gee whiz, I 

hope he doesn’t freeze.” 

And Reichow read on, for it was 

a long friendly sort of letter…. 

There was a postscript. It said: 

“It is moderating as I prepare to 

go out tonight to the depot to 

post this letter. The 

thermometer probably won’t 

register more than 15 below 

tomorrow and then we can 

make snowballs. I roll my own 

balls to throw at the birds. 

That’s the way I get my control. 

Paw says that in all his livelong 

days he never saw a bloke who 

could knock so many snowbirds 

off a post as his strapping, dead-

eye son.” 

https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=7E03409E16C48D9B!2137&ithint=file%2cdocx&wdLOR=c018DCE66-8379-4F0E-B7A5-BB821E2B3392&authkey=!AFpVMPZN3kley-g
https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=7E03409E16C48D9B!2137&ithint=file%2cdocx&wdLOR=c018DCE66-8379-4F0E-B7A5-BB821E2B3392&authkey=!AFpVMPZN3kley-g
https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=7E03409E16C48D9B!2137&ithint=file%2cdocx&wdLOR=c018DCE66-8379-4F0E-B7A5-BB821E2B3392&authkey=!AFpVMPZN3kley-g
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COMMITTEE HOT 
CORNER 
By Allen Tait 

 

SABR has many research 

committees covering varied 

statistical, historical, 

operational, and artistic aspects 

of baseball. The purpose of this 

section is to provide Chapter 

members with an opportunity 

to introduce a committee they 

belong to and share their work. 

I belong to the Black Sox 

Research Committee.   

Although the fix occurred over 

100 years ago, new information 

is still coming to light.  Among 

the December 2020 Committee 

newsletter articles, I was 

surprised to see a connection to 

Ernest Hemingway.  Ernest was 

22 years old, living in Chicago 

and a White Sox fan when the 

Black Sox trial occurred in 1921.  

I will not spoil the article for 

those who want to look it up on 

the SABR website other than to 

say Ernest was less than 

impressed with the verdict. 

 

∞∞∞ 

READING LIST 
 

The Editors’ first book 

recommendations are the work 

of Hanlan’s Point members. All 

are worthy additions to your 

library.  Most may be ordered 

from the Canadian Baseball Hall 

of Fame and Museum, as well 

as other sources. 

 

Richard Armstrong and Martin 

Healy Jr. 

George “Mooney” Gibson, 

McFarland 2020. 

∞∞∞ 

Bill Humber 

Cheering for the Home Team, 

Boston Mills Press 1983. 

Diamonds of the North, Oxford 

University Press 1995. 

Let’s Play Ball!, Lester & Orpen 

Dennys 1989. 

The Baseball Book and Trophy, 

Somerville House Books 1993. 

∞∞∞ 

Bill Humber and John St. James 

(ed.) 

All I Thought About Was 

Baseball, University of Toronto 

Press 1996. 

∞∞∞ 

Maxwell Kates and Bill Nowlin 

(ed.) 

Time for Expansion Baseball, 

SABR 2018. 

∞∞∞ 

Brian ‘Chip’ Martin 

Barney Dreyfuss: Pittsburgh’s 

Baseball Titan, McFarland 2021. 

Baseball’s Creation Myth: 

Adam Ford, Abner Graves and 

the Cooperstown Story, 

McFarland 2013. 

Pud Galvin: Baseball’s First 300-

Game Winner, McFarland 2016. 

The Detroit Wolverines: The 

Rise and Wreck of a National 

League Champion 1881-1888, 

McFarland 2017. 

The Man Who Made Babe 

Ruth: Brother Matthias of St. 

Mary’s School, McFarland 2020. 

This book got a great review 

from Michael Taube in the 

Literary Review of Canada's 

September 2020 issue.   

The Tecumsehs of the 

International Association: 

Canada’s First Major League 

Baseball Champions, McFarland 

2015. 

∞∞∞ 

Dennis Thiessen 

Tip O’Neill and the St. Louis 

Browns of 1887, McFarland 

2019. 

∞∞∞ 

ABOUT US 
 

The SABR Hanlan’s Point 

Chapter has existed for some 40 

years. Named after the park 

from which Babe Ruth launched 

his first professional home run 

in 1914, it was originally 

intended to serve the Greater 

Toronto Area.   

Longtime (1978) SABR member 

and 2018 Canadian Baseball Hall 

of Fame Inductee Bill Humber 

recalls:   

Neil McCarl of the Toronto Star 
was very helpful in using the 
Toronto Press Club as a meeting 
space, culminating in a visit 

http://baseballhalloffame.ca/
http://baseballhalloffame.ca/
https://reviewcanada.ca/magazine/2020/09/a-sultans-education/
https://reviewcanada.ca/magazine/2020/09/a-sultans-education/
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from SABR executive to a local 
meeting. At the time, Cliff 
Kachline, then associated with 
the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, was on 
the Board of Directors. 

The SABR people apparently 
liked what they saw because 
they agreed to hold their 1981 
annual conference in Toronto.  

It was not only SABR’s first 
venture outside the United 
States, but also a record 
attendance, though at 
something less than a hundred 
it was small in comparison to 
today’s totals.  

I was part of the organizing 
committee along with Dave 
Crichton, Gavin Mackenzie, 
Peter Watson, Eves Raja, Butch 
Crotin and several others.   

A major league shutdown was 
one of the challenges we faced, 
hence no Blue Jays game. Then 
the Post Office went on strike, 
so all mail went through Dave’s 
New York office.  

A number of Negro League 
players attended, as did John 
Craig, the author of Chappie 
and Me.  

A new SABR member there 
wrote an account for The 
Sporting News. He was John 
Thorn, now the Official Historian 
for MLB.  

Phil Marchildon, and possibly 
Goody Rosen, also participated. 
Early Wynn had committed but 
then withdrew when payment 
was not forthcoming.  

There were many memorable 
moments. My favourite came 
after a speaker (somewhat 
pedantically but in a loveable 
SABR-style) covered notable 

Opening Day events in baseball, 
at which point Bill Maxwell 
asked when he planned to get 
started on the second day.  

SABR subsequently put me on 
their Executive as Secretary, 
despite not checking with me in 
advance. I lasted one year, 
occasionally annoying them 
with my habit of Canadian 
spellings and inability to make 
at least some of their meetings. 

The Chapter hosted a second 

SABR Convention in Toronto in 

2005, with 461 attendees. This 

time there was a Jays game. 

(They lost to the Yankees.) The 

awards banquet was emceed by 

longtime Montreal Expos 

announcer Jacques Doucet, with 

Toronto Blue Jays President & 

CEO Paul Godfrey as the 

headliner. 

Today, members include several 

published authors and 

presenters at both The Fred and 

the annual Canadian Baseball 

History Conference , as well as 

Lisa Turbitt, who in 2020 was to 

be the first woman umpire in 

the World Baseball Classic.    

Until 2019, meetings were held 

in Toronto. Recently, we have 

branched out with get-

togethers in London and St 

Marys, a group outing to a 

game of the London Majors of 

the Intercounty Baseball 

League, and a game of vintage 

baseball at the Beachville & 

District Museum, which is 

located near the site of the first 

recorded baseball game in 

North America.  

This year, the Executive has 

assembled a 12-member 

Planning Committee to plan and 

coordinate Chapter activities. 

As noted above, we are 

currently seeking candidates for 

two new positions: Partner 

Liaison Coordinator and a 

Coordinator for the Toronto 

region. 

∞∞∞ 

CONTACTS 
 

CHAPTER COORDINATOR:  

Allen Tait, Grimsby, ON 

(atait4@cogeco.ca) 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

Barry Naymark 

Owen Sound, ON 

(barrynaymark@yahoo.ca)   

 

COORDINATOR, SW:  

Elena North  

St. Marys, ON 

(monklands@gmail.com) 

 

TREASURER:  Allen Tait 

NEWSLETTER:  

Elena North &  

Mike Anderson, London, ON 

(mikjoc.anderson@gmail.com) 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK! 

 

∞∞∞ 

SABR NEIGHBOURS 
 

SABR Frank ‘The Shag’ 

O’Shaughnessy Chapter, Ottawa 

–  SABR-Québec  –  SABR 

Southern Michigan Chapter 

∞∞∞ 

https://sabr.org/ivor-campbell19c
http://baseballresearch.ca/conference/
http://baseballresearch.ca/conference/
http://baseballresearch.ca/conference/
https://beachvilledistrictmuseum.com/
https://beachvilledistrictmuseum.com/
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OUR PARTNERS 
 

THE CANADIAN 

BASEBALL HALL OF 

FAME AND MUSEUM 
 

The Canadian Baseball Hall of 

Fame and Museum exists to 

preserve and promote Canada’s 

baseball tradition. Its extensive 

collection is housed in a 

recently modernized facility 

that features a plaque gallery, 

interactive exhibits, and a visitor 

lounge for groups and social 

events. It is also home to the 

Harry Simmons Memorial 

Library.  

Outside, a 32-acre site boasts 

four professional playing fields 

hosting over 1,000 games, 

tournaments, and special 

events each year.   Just 35 

minutes from London, and 20 

minutes from Stratford, the 

Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 

and Museum offers visitors a 

unique cultural experience in a 

beautiful small-town setting. 

A reminder:  Anyone may 

submit a nomination for 

induction into the Hall of Fame. 

For instructions as to how to 

proceed, go here. 

∞∞∞ 

THE CANADIAN CENTRE 

FOR BASEBALL 

RESEARCH 
 

The Centre is a not-for-profit 

corporation established to 

encourage and facilitate 

research into baseball’s 

historical development, 

particularly within Canada, and 

to disseminate the results of 

this research. Its initiatives 

include an annual Canadian 

Baseball History Conference and 

the publication of research.   

The Centre has partnered with 

the Canadian Baseball Hall of 

Fame and Museum in respect of 

its library and research holdings.  

Collections are housed in the 

Hall’s Harry Simmons Library 

and maintained by the Centre 

on a volunteer basis. 

∞∞∞ 

THE FERGIE JENKINS 

FOUNDATION 
 

This association began in 1999, 

when Maxwell Kates worked in 

radio broadcasting in St. 

Catharines, ON. Through a 

partnership with Carl Kovacs, 

John Oddi, Brent Lawler, and 

the staff at the Fergie Jenkins 

Foundation, the Hanlan’s Point 

Chapter has organized several 

events featuring Baseball Hall of 

Famer Fergie Jenkins. 

∞∞∞ 

CREDITS 
Use of Fergie Jenkins’ name in the newsletter title by permission of the Fergie Jenkins Foundation.  

The photo of Fergie was taken by John Oddi. Its use is authorized only for the inaugural issue of this newsletter and 

there is to be no reproduction without permission hereafter. 

SABR Hanlan’s Point logo used by permission of SABR. 

Maxwell Kates’s feature article was originally published in the Pecan Park Eagle on February 2, 2018. 

Time Machine article from The Daily News, Los Angeles, CA, 22 January 1934, page 14 on Newspapers.com. 

Special thanks to Allen Tait, Maxwell Kates, and Bill Humber for their help with historical and other information. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Submissions and suggestions for content should be sent to Mike Anderson (mikjoc.anderson@gmail.com). PDF 

format preferred.  We have not established a word limit since the format allows us to publish an article précis with 

a link to a longer text if necessary. 

All submissions will be vetted by Chapter members for accuracy, style, punctuation. etc., prior to publication.  In 

this regard, we suggest that writers consult the SABR Style Guide and Tips for Aspiring Authors. Scroll down here. 

http://baseballhalloffame.ca/
http://baseballhalloffame.ca/
http://baseballhalloffame.ca/
http://baseballhalloffame.ca/hall-of-fame/election-criteria/
http://baseballresearch.ca/
http://baseballresearch.ca/
http://baseballresearch.ca/
http://fergiejenkinsfoundation.org/
http://fergiejenkinsfoundation.org/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://sabr.org/ebooks#publish

