
In 1945, Branch Rickey signed two black baseball players to minor-
league contracts. Two years later, they joined the Brooklyn Dodgers at 
spring training. One of these players was elected to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame, the other never played a Major League Baseball game.

In 1947, the St. Louis Browns promoted two black baseball players to 
its major league roster. One played in only 21 games, the other in 27 
games. One of these players was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.

In 1957, the Philadelphia Phillies, the last National League team to 
integrate, promoted a black baseball player to their major league roster. 
He played in only five games.

In 1959, the Boston Red Sox, the last major league team to integrate, 
brought up a black baseball player (12 years after Jackie Robinson 
played and three years after he retired) to their team.

Do we remember Willard Brown or Dan Bankhead who were the fourth 
and fifth black players in the major leagues, even though they were not 
the first on their teams? One of these men was the first black pitcher in 
the major leagues and the other is in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

this story is about those men
Specifically, who were they? How did they perform? How were 
they treated? They came to the big leagues from Negro Leagues, 
sharecropper fields, steel mills, high school baseball fields, and the 
military. They came from all parts of America, the Caribbean, Panama, 
Cuba, and Puerto Rico.

It must have been very hard for Jackie and the other first black players 
to remain non-violent (and still play baseball) with the verbal, mental, 
and physical abuse they encountered. Jackie’s and the other players’ 
courage was shown in risking their lives to pursue their dreams of 
playing Major League Baseball.

- continued on page 5 -
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chicago’s 1876 national league ball club
honored at freeport’s little cubs field
By: dave stalker
On May 18, 2019, a monument dedication was held at Little Cubs 
Field in Freeport, Illinois. The black granite memorial honors the 
Chicago National League Ball Club of 1876 known as the Chicago White 
Stockings and today’s Chicago Cubs. The public was invited and joining 
the event were family members of Jim “Deacon” White, the 1876 
Chicago White Stockings’ catcher.

The dedication began with Tim Weik of Freeport’s Stephenson County 
Historical Society and myself of David Stalker’s Baseball Memorial 
Series unveiling the monument. Denny Garkey, who had the dream of 
building a replica Wrigley Field in Freeport, then read a thank you letter 
from the Chicago Cubs, expressing their appreciation.

I was asked to speak about the memorial series and why I picked Little 
Cubs Field to place the 1876 Chicago monument. Taking a baseball 
trip with a friend in 2018, we stopped at this location. Seeing how 
the community and Chicago Cubs all chipped in together to build 
Little Cubs Field, I made the decision that I too wanted to contribute. 
It seemed like an ideal place for Cub fans and baseball fans to learn 
about the National League’s beginning in 1876 and the Chicago White 
Stockings championship team. 

I told how the series began in my hometown of Watertown, Wisconsin 
back in 2005, for player Fred Merkle. After great public response to 
the Merkle monument, it was decided to continue with other players, 
teams, leagues and events. It has now become a national series that 
started out honoring the Deadball Era and now includes the 19th 
century. 

My wife, Lynne, spoke about the 19th century part of the series and 
told how the 1876 team was put together. She made an announcement 
that plans have begun for a White brothers monument, this one to be 
installed in Caton, New York for Deacon and his brother Will.

Ben Versluys, the great-great-great grandson of Deacon White shared 
a few excerpts of the induction ceremony speech that his grandfather 
Jerry Watkins gave when White was inducted into the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 2013.

White was a catcher at a time when backstops worked bare-handed 
and stood back from the plate. Known as “the Cat” because of his 
quickness, he would creep up behind the batter as the pitch was being 
delivered, catching the ball before it hit the ground. The story of how 
White’s hands were gnarled and twisted from catching barehanded has 
been passed down in the family.

Some of his many accomplishments were, getting the first hit (a 
double) of the first professional league on May 4, 1871, twice leading 
the league in batting with a career .312 average, and leading the league 
in RBIs three times, which included 1876 as a member of the Chicago 
White Stockings.

White was a life-long member of the Advent Church and given the 
nickname Deacon by his teammates because, as noted in Peter Morris’ 
book, Catchers: “he reads his Bible and drinks water, and does not 
get mad and swear when a red-leg drops a ball or an umpire makes a 
doubtful decision.”

His Christian commitment has been a significant influence on the family 
with many grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and even great-great-
grandchildren deeply involved in Christian causes.

Jerry’s induction speech said, “seeing him inducted in the Baseball Hall

- continued on page 8 -

Top: The Little Cubs Field monument dedication ceremony included 
(left to right) David and Lynne Stalker; former player Deacon White’s 
family members Ben Versluys, Joan Watkins, Haley Versluys, Jack 
Versluys, Kelly Versluys; Back: Fred Versluys. (Photo: Dave Stalker)

Bottom: The 1876 National League champions, the Chicago White 
Stockings (52-14, .788), finished six games ahead of the Hartford 
Dark Blues (47-21, .691) and the St. Louis Brown Stockings (45-19, 
.703). (Photos: Mark Rucker/Getty Images, SI.com)

click here to play
Can you name the MLB Players
depicted in the stat graphs?
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Perhaps young Steven Wright channeled former Los Angeles Dodgers 
center fielder Willie Davis as he strolled up to the plate during his 
Naperville Little League All-Star Game in 1976 wearing a different 
team’s batting helmet. “I was wearing my team’s red uniform, but I 
deliberately wore another team’s green helmet,” Wright said. “For 
some reason, it really made me feel like a big-league hitter.” That 
strategy certainly worked for Davis who wore Henry Aaron’s Atlanta 
Braves batting helmet during his two trips to the plate in the 1973 All-
Star Game at Kansas City’s Royals Stadium. Davis finished 2-for-2 with 
a two-run homer off of California Angels ace, Nolan Ryan. Wright, who 
settled for just one single during his star-studded affair, was the only 
player on either team to play the entire game that afternoon.

Wright, a Naperville native and Cubs fan, recently joined Chicago’s 
Emil Rothe Chapter to pique his research interests. “I know quite a bit 
of baseball history,” he said. “But, SABR has a wealth of history and 
valuable resources to tap.”

Wright recalls being transfixed by NBC’s broadcast of Game Seven of 
the 1971 World Series between the Pittsburgh Pirates and Baltimore 
Orioles. He watched as the Pirates’ Steve Blass orchestrated a four-hit 
complete game on his grandmother’s 27-inch Zenith Console color 
television. But the baseball neophyte would not watch his first full 
game on television until the following season. And what a game it was. 
Steven’s introduction to Chicago Cubs baseball came on Sunday, April 
16, 1972, as Burt Hooton no-hit the Philadelphia Phillies on a miserable 
day at Wrigley Field. The Cubs center fielder that afternoon, Rick 
Monday, made an impression on the youthful Wright.

As a youth, Wright had a knack for flashing the leather and imitating 
Rick Monday. Like Monday, he wore #7 and played center field and 
some first base. “I played four years of Little League,” he said, recalling 
his fondness for defense. “Most kids pray the ball won’t be hit to them 
at that age, but I always wanted it. The further I needed to run, the 
better. I even had that little hop in my step – like Monday did – when 
throwing the ball back to the infield.”

He played Babe Ruth League for one summer following graduation 
from Marian Catholic High School. “I still had fantastic range, a great 
throwing arm and speed on the base paths,” Wright said, “but I was 
too small to move any further.” His team finished 18-2 and won the 
league championship that summer. Wright was disappointed with his 
hitting that season (5-for-16), but he was regularly used as a defensive 
replacement and pinch runner. But one moment stood out from the 
rest. “I saved a no-hitter for a fellow named Roy Jimenez,” he said, 
“when I made a diving catch in left field.”

As a lifelong Cubs fan, it’s easy to claim the 2016 season as his favorite. 
“But that’s not it for me,” Wright said. “I’d choose Jim Frey’s 1984 
squad. That team with Rick Sutcliffe, Ryne Sandberg, Leon Durham and 
Jody Davis was in contention all summer.” Despite not winning a World 
Series or even a division title, Wright also holds a fondness for the first 
Cubs team he watched. “The 1972 Cubs finished in second place in 
the old National League East,” he said. “Hooton and Milt Pappas both 
threw no-hitters that year.” That season, Leo Durocher and Whitey 
Lockman’s team won the season series against every NL foe save for 
two. “If they played better against the Pirates and Houston Astros,” 
Steven said, “they might have won the NL East flag that summer.”

If Wright had an opportunity to travel back in time to witness any 
moment in baseball history, he would like to join the 34,320 fans inside 
the Polo Grounds on October 3, 1951. “Can you imagine being there 
when New York Giant Bobby Thomson hit ‘The Shot Heard ‘Round the 
World’ off of Brooklyn Dodger Ralph Branca? But the 1971 All-Star 
Game in Detroit’s Tiger Stadium is a close second. There were so many 
future Hall of Famers in that game.”

In terms of baseball books, Wright enjoys The Great American 
Baseball Card Flipping, Trading and Bubble Gum Book by Fred Harris 

sabr Member 
spotlight
We all have great baseball stories to 
share. In each issue, we will highlight 
SABR Chicago Chapter members. 
Contact Bill Pearch, newsletter 
editor, via email at wcpearch@
comcast.net to schedule a brief 
interview.

sabr Member spotlight: steven wright
By: bill pearch

and Brendon Boyd from 1973. Wright added that he frequently 
communicates with Harris via email. “[Harris] told me they are 
collaborating on an edition of that book covering the 1970s and 1980s.”

Lately, there is widespread debate about Major League Baseball’s pace 
of play. “I would like to see pitchers pitch,” Wright said. “I want to see 
more pitchers complete their starts. Let’s not worry about breaking 
speed guns.” He expressed his disdain for pending rule changes that are 
designed to accelerate the game. “Baseball is slowing down due to the 
nature of play and not any flaw in the game itself.”

And back to Rick Monday for a moment. “He was my favorite player 
from childhood. Even before he saved Old Glory from a fiery demise in 
Los Angeles.”

No that isn’t new Emil Rothe chapter member, Steven Wright, but 
rather his childhood baseball idol Rick Monday. Monday played for 
the Chicago Cubs from 1972 through 1976. (Photo: National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum)
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Still Time to See “Black Sox” Art Exhibit
By: JASON SCHWARTZ
Thanks to a tip from SABR Black Sox Research Committee chair Jacob 
Pomrenke, I was one of the first people through the doors at the 
opening of a fantastic new art exhibit in Chicago. Titled “The Black Sox, 
A Century Later” and hosted at the Beverly Arts Center, the exhibit 
features the work of New Mexico artist Thom Ross and runs through 
July 21. Oh, and did I mention admission is free?

I’ve always been a fan of art that tells a story, and this Black Sox 
collection most definitely does. The pieces are arranged chronologically 
to run viewers through the entire Black Sox scandal: the pre-1919 lives 
and careers of key players, the 1919 season itself, the run-up to the 
World Series, the games themselves, the trial and banishment, and 
even the deaths of some of the players.

If you’re imagining that there must be a very large number of works 
in order to tell such a story, you’d be correct. I didn’t count the pieces, 
but they filled every wall of a very large room along with some of the 
space outside it as well. In addition to the artist’s original works, which 
included paintings, giant wood cut-outs, and even some faux ancient 
Egyptian artifacts, there were also photographs and newspaper articles 
from the artist’s private collection. An interactive installment allows 
visitors to don Black Sox caps and jerseys and have their picture taken 
coming out of the corn, Field of Dreams-style, with “Shoeless” Joe 
Jackson and the other players.

The artist himself was easy 
to find, having dressed 
for the occasion in what 
looked to be stadium usher 
garb from the era. I had a 
chance to ask him what he 
hoped visitors took away 
from the exhibit. First, 
he hoped visitors would 
take away (okay, buy!) the 
coffee table book he had 
on sale at the gift shop or 
even one of his original 
paintings. But more 
importantly he talked 
about how the main lesson 
he learned when studying 
this episode in baseball 
history was that the Black 
Sox Scandal is a story 
about us—human nature, 
greed, and betrayal—that goes back millennia and stretches forward 
into the present and future. Ross then looked me in the eyes and asked 
me if I just might consider doing something I knew was wrong for a 
million dollars. Admittedly, I had to think about it.

Get Your Baseball 
Research Published
Are you conducting baseball research? SABR’s Emil Rothe 
Chicago Chapter can help. We are looking for new articles 
to publish in the Chapter’s monthly newsletter and social 
media outlets. Submit your articles to Chapter Secretary 
David Malamut via email at david@malamut.net. Submittal 
deadlines are the 15th of each month for inclusion in the 
next edition.

WHAT’S ON DECK?
Get your pencils and scorecards ready

• Chapter GAME #4 
August 3, 2019 - 7:05 p.m. 
St. Paul Saints vs. Chicago Dogs 
Impact Field 
9850 Balmoral Avenue 
Rosemont, IL 60018 

• Chapter meeting 
September 14, 2019 - 1 p.m. 
Lisle Public Library 
777 Front Street 
Lisle, IL 60532

CLICK FOR 
DIRECTIONS

Learn more 
about the 

exhibit

CLICK FOR 
DIRECTIONS

Photos: Jason Schwartz
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FIRST BLACK PLAYERS OF THE 16 TEAMS EXISTING IN 1947

NAME TEAM LEAGUE DATE SERVICE TIME GAMES PLAYED AWARDS
JACKIE ROBINSON BROOKLYN DODGERS NL 4-15-1947 10 YEARS 1,382 HOF / MVP
LARRY Doby Cleveland Indians AL 7-5-1947 13 YEARS 1,533 HOF
Hank Thompson St. Louis Browns AL 7-17-1947 1 MONth 27 
Hank Thompson NEW YORK Giants NL 7-8-1949 9 YEARS 906 
Monte Irvin NEW YORK Giants NL 7-8-1949 8 YEARS 794 HOF
Sam Jethroe Boston Braves NL 4-18-1950 4 YEARS 442 ROY
Minnie Minoso  Chicago White Sox AL 5-1-1951 17 years 1,835 
Bob Trice Philadelphia A’s AL 9-13-1953 3 years 26 
Ernie Banks Chicago Cubs NL 9-17-1953 19 years 2,528 HOF / MVP (2)
Curt Roberts Pittsburgh Pirates NL 4-13-1954 3 years 171 
Tom Alston St. Louis Cardinals NL 4-13-1954 4 years 91 
Nino Escalera Cincinnati Reds NL 4-17-1954 1 year 73 
Chuck Harmon Cincinnati Reds NL 4-17-1954 4 years 280 
Carlos Paula Washington Senators AL 9-6-1954 3 years 157 
Elston Howard New York Yankees AL 4-14-1955 14 years 1,605 MVP
John Kennedy Philadelphia Phillies NL 4-22-1957 2 Weeks 5 
Ozzie Virgil, Sr. Detroit Tigers AL 6-6-1958 9 years 324 
Pumpsie Green Boston Red Sox AL 7-21-1959 5 years 344

Baseball history started a new chapter on April 15, 1947, when a black 
baseball player named Jack Roosevelt Robinson started the game at 
first base for the Brooklyn Dodgers.

baseball would never be the same
With the eyes of 14 million black Americans watching and hoping for 
the best, Jackie performed brilliantly. While he opened the door to 
baseball integration, its success was also dependent on the character 
and talent of the black players who followed him. As skilled as any 
major league player must be, many of the black players (like their white 
counterparts), were just average ball players. Few possessed the all 
around skills of a Willie Mays, yet each played and overcame the great 
difficulties of integration.

It is my hope that this article and my book, Baseball’s Forgotten Black 
Heroes, will bring some recognition to these black heroes and pioneers 
who faced racial issues and hatred, from the other cities in which they 
played, teammates, media, and fans, during their careers.

Every April, baseball honors Jackie Robinson as the first black player in 
modern day Major League Baseball by having all players wear Jackie’s 
number “42”. Sadly, the same respect is not shown for most of the 
other black players from the 16 teams of 1947. While most of these 
players are no longer with us, the respect and admiration for their 
families, as well as the players who are still living, would be a well-
deserved tribute for their contribution to America’s favorite past time.

Each year on April 15th, when Jackie is honored, it would be admirable 
if the teams that were affected by integration in 1947, would have their 
players who now hold the positions of the first black players, wear a 
jersey honoring those pioneers. For instance, Cleveland’s center fielder

would wear number “14” honoring Larry Doby; White Sox left fielder 
would wear number “9” honoring Minnie Minoso; Cincinnati would 
have their shortstop wear number “21” honoring Nino Escalera, and 
their 3rd baseman wear number “10” in honor of Chuck Harmon, etc.

As baseball creates history, it must continue to honor its rich past.

Baseball’s Forgotten Black Heroes (Continued)

Minnie Minoso, pictured here at Comiskey 
Park in 1960, played 17 seasons in the major 
leagues. Twelve of those seasons were with the 
Chicago White Sox. (Photo: Chicago Tribune)

LISTEN TO 
KAMKA’S HOF 

CASE FOR 
MINOSO

5

https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/591491661331209/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/591491661331209/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/591491661331209/
https://www.facebook.com/SabrChicago/videos/591491661331209/


Early Deficit Just Too Much for Slammers to Overcome
By: TIM CZUBA
It was a beautiful summer evening for baseball at DuPage Medical 
Group Field as the Frontier League’s defending-champion Joliet 
Slammers took on the Florence Freedom. On a night in which 
offense ruled, the Slammers could not overcome the early hole they 
dug for themselves, falling 12-7.

One of the best deals in town is the Slammers’ $2.00 Tuesdays. 
Buying two box seats online cost me only $4.00. Throw in free parking 
and moderately priced concessions makes going to a Slammers game 
easy on the wallet. 

In my opinion, DuPage Medical Group Field (formerly Silver Cross Field) 
is by far the best minor-league ballpark in the Chicagoland area. An 
early part of the renaissance of downtown Joliet, the stadium—which 
opened in 2002—has a very retro feel. Stone walls and wrought iron 
gates lead to a beautiful grandstand. The builders seamlessly combined 
retro with modern adding lawn seating along the outfield baselines, 
along with a beautiful picnic area and observation deck in left field. A 
lower cutout part of right field, which houses a counter where fans can 
stand and watch the action at game level is a nice touch. 

The grandstand houses several concession stands from which fans can 
sample standard ballpark food and non-traditional items such as BBQ 
pork nachos, which were delicious. A bar is located directly behind 
home plate and carries many varieties of domestic and craft beers, all 
priced moderately. 

Slammers starter Ryan Koziol got knocked around for five runs in four 
innings. The Freedom’s offense was very accomplished against Koziol, 
executing three successful hit-and-runs and a suicide squeeze to gain 
their advantage. Three Slammer relievers continued the bleeding giving 
up seven more runs. The Slammers runs came in bunches as they hit 
two three-run homers, including a mammoth shot by shortstop Chaz 
Meadows in the third. Florence starter Daniel Williams gave up only the 
Meadows homer in 7 1/3 innings and was impressive.

On Tuesday, June 25, the Florence Freedom opened their three-game 
series against the Joliet Slammers with 12-7 win at DuPage Medical 
Group Field. (Photos: Tim Czuba)

chicago random tandem
ernie banks and roy sievers

Left: In 1960, Cubs shortstop Ernie Banks led the National 
League with 28 intentional walks.

Right: In 1960, White Sox first baseman Roy Sievers led the 
American League with 8 intentional walks.

Logos: Sportslogos.net / Photos: National Baseball Hall
of Fame and Museum; Don Wingfield
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safe at home
By: lorene kennard
I was trying to find a way to 
display my Ryne Sandberg 
autographed baseball and 
autographed bat together. I did 
not want to hang the bat on 
the wall or put it on a shelf with 
the ball in a clear cube. I have a 
couple of large vases that I rarely 
used, so I dug out a Cubs sundae 
helmet and got creative.

(The autograph on the bat is a 
bit faded because of a rainy day 
moving mishap in 2002.)

The other large vase is filled 
with autographed baseballs and 
minibats, but I wanted my Ryno 
ephemera to stand alone. 

Have you found creative ways 
to display your beloved baseball 
memorabilia? Let us know and 
send us a photo.

Patent Portal: Our National Ball Game
By: John Racanelli
In 1887, the Detroit Wolverines won the National League pennant, 
while the St. Louis Browns captured the American Association 
crown. Following the regular season, the teams met for the World’s 
Championship Series, an extensive fifteen-game set that Detroit won 
10 games to five. 

Facing the prospect of a dull 1887 winter inside without baseball, 
Edward McGill and George Delany of Philadelphia had the cure—Our 
National Ball Game—a tabletop game that professed to simulate all 
the thrills of the actual game. Offered for 50 cents (approximately $13 
today), “the game is perfect in its way, and there is not a particle of 
doubt but that it will become a rage.” 

The game was played with a pair of dice, and each roll was given a 
specific outcome determined from an undefined “series of professional 
games” reviewed by the inventor. If these statistics were accurate, 
however, it appears that the (1887 five-ball) walk was just as frequent 
as a triple:  

 1-1 / Double 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6 / Out at First
 1-2, 1-3, 1-4 / Single 4-4, 4-5, 4-6 / Fly out
 1-5 / Base on Error 5-5 / Double play or one out
 1-6 / Base on Balls 5-6 / Triple
 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5 / Strike 6-6 / Home run
 2-6 / Foul out

Designed to be played by up to 18 people, the game board was printed 
in six colors and “highly ornamented,” including a delightful depiction 
of the offense crowded on a small bench and otherwise laying about. 
An advertisement for the game also touted its usefulness “to teach 
the ladies to thoroughly understand and appreciate America’s greatest 
pastime.” 

Copies of Our National Ballgame have survived and are coveted 
by collectors. Similar dice-based games were produced by Parker 
Brothers for 70 years, starting with The Professional Game of Base 
Ball, circa 1896, along with similar versions sold by dozens of other 
manufacturers. Although this particular game was not necessarily the 
“rage” predicted, it served as the inspiration for dice-based baseball 
simulations that would be played by generations of baseball fans. 

Sources:
United States Patent No. 367,991, Issued August 9, 1887.
Reading Times (Reading, Pennsylvania), November 25, 1887, 1.
The Buffalo Commercial (Buffalo, New York), November 26, 1887, 1.
http://baseballgames.dreamhosters.com/BbDiceHome.htm
http://baseballgames.dreamhosters.com/
bbOurNationalBallGameMcGillDelanyHoag87ad.jpg

Long before video games, a tabletop dice game kept baseball fans 
entertained during the 19th century’s winter months.

get social with sabr’s
emil rothe chicago chapter

there are five easy ways to interact
with chicago chapter members.

click today and start talking baseball.

7

http://www.facebook.com/sabrchicago
https://www.reddit.com/r/SABRChicago/
https://twitter.com/SABRChicago
http://malamut.net/sabrchicago.html
https://www.instagram.com/sabr_chicago/


All-Star Game Home runs
MONTHLY TOP 10
RANK PLAYER HOME RUNS GAMES
1  Stan Musial 6 24
2 (tie) Ted Williams 4 19
2 (tie) Fred Lynn 4 9
4 (tie) Ralph Kiner 3 6
4 (tie) Rocky Colavito 3 9
4 (tie) Willie Mays 3 24
4 (tie) Harmon Killebrew 3 13
4 (tie) Johnny Bench 3 14
4 (tie) Gary Carter 3 11
4 (tie) Alfonso Soriano 3 7

Stan Musial, pictured in 1961, retired with 24 All-Star Game 
appearances. He is tied for second most in baseball history with 

Willie Mays. (Photo: National Baseball Hall of Fame Library)

white stockings honored
at little cubs field (CONTINUED)

The monument’s backside lists the White Stockings’ most common 
lineup during the 1876 season. (Photo: Dave Stalker)

of Fame was one of the best memories of my life. To this day, whenever 
my family and I are sitting around watching the Cubs game, we still talk 
about Deacon White and the 1876 Chicago White Stockings team and 
the impact their legacies have had on baseball.

Thanks were given to Archie Monuments of Watertown, Wisconsin for 
their contribution and to John Thorn, the official baseball historian for 
Major League Baseball, for the editing of the memorial, and Little Cubs 
Field for their efforts and preparation to have the memorial placed at 
their location.

The front side of the monument reads:
                  
 IN HONOR OF THE CHICAGO NATIONAL LEAGUE
 BALL CLUB OF 1876

 On February 2, 1876, the National League formed at the Grand  
 Central Hotel in New York. The league consisted of eight teams.  
 William A. Hulbert was a founder of the league and president  
 of the Ball Club known as the Chicago White Stockings, today’s  
 Chicago Cubs. Home games were played in Chicago at the   
 23rd Street Grounds. The team included four men who had  
 played for Rockford’s Forest City team early in their careers,  
 Bob Addy, Adrian Anson, Ross Barnes, and Albert Spalding.   
 They won their first game in franchise history by defeating the  
 Louisville Grays 4-0 in Louisville, on April 25th. It was the league’s  
 first shutout, pitched by Spalding, who led the NL with 47   
 wins. Barnes hit the league’s first home run and was league  
 leader in batting average, runs, hits, doubles, triples and base  
 on balls. Catcher Jim White led the league with 60 runs batted  
 in. First baseman Cal McVey (.347) second baseman Barnes  
 (.429), shortstop John Peters (.351), and third baseman Anson  
 (.356) gave Chicago the finest hitting quartet in major league  
 history. The White Stockings finished with a 52-14 record,   
 becoming the first NL Championship team. Of the eight inaugural  
 teams, the Chicago Cubs are the only remaining National League  
 team still playing in their original city.

The backside of the monument reads:

 1876 CHAMPION CHICAGO NATIONAL LEAGUE BALL CLUB

 ALBERT SPALDING  P/MANAGER
 JIM WHITE  C
 CAL McVEY  1B
 ROSS BARNES  2B
 JOHN PETERS  SS
 ADRIAN ANSON  3B
 JOHN GLENN  LF
 PAUL HINES  CF
 BOB ADDY  RF
 OSCAR BIELASKI  SUB OF
 FRED ANDRUS  SUB OF

 Most common lineup used during season. 

 Anson, Spalding, White and Hulbert are all members of the   
 National Baseball Hall of Fame.

 DONATED IN 2019 BY:
 DAVID STALKER’S BASEBALL MEMORIAL SERIES
 DAVID J. & LYNNE M. STALKER AND ARCHIE MONUMENTS 
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sabr chicago member attends “hall of game” inductions
By: Jason schwartz

Happening just below the radar of many baseball fans is one of the 
most inspiring and enjoyable weekends in the entire baseball universe: 
“Hall of Game” induction day at the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in 
Kansas City. The 2019 event, attended by SABR Chicago member Jason 
Schwartz, featured Dave Parker, Dave Stewart, Eric Davis, and Fred 
McGriff as inductees along with Jackie Robinson Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipient Sharon Robinson whose name you may also recognize 
as the daughter of Jackie Robinson.

Museum president Bob Kendrick, who both literally and figuratively 
wears a lot of hats, kicked off the day by providing a 10 a.m. guided 
tour of the museum. As unfathomable as it sounds, Bob, who studied 
the history of the Negro Leagues under Buck O’Neil, may have actually 
eclipsed his mentor when it comes to baseball storytelling. Speaking 
to the growth of the museum under Bob’s leadership, my fiancée last 
year made fun of us for being the only “randos” on a tour that was 
otherwise just famous people. Meanwhile, this year there must have 
been 80+ people in the tour group. Still, while you might imagine 
the VIPs cordoned off from us 
“randos,” it wasn’t unusual for me 
to find myself standing right next 
to Sharon Robinson or Eric Davis 
at various points.

Following the tour, the 
honorees participated in a press 
conference, and anyone paying 
the museum’s $10 admission 
fee was welcome to attend. 
Accomplished sportswriter 
Joe Posnanski hosted, and his 
questions prompted some 
unforgettable responses from 
the guests of honor. The biggest 
laughs came when Fred McGriff 
explained how he got involved 
in the Tom Emanski commercial 
that has been an ESPN fixture for 
decades, but the most poignant 
moments came when Sharon 
Robinson challenged each player 
to talk about what he’s doing 
today to help others. Not a single 
answer disappointed, and it was 
particularly moving to hear Dave 

The 2019 Hall of Game honorees included (left to right): Dave Parker, 
Fred McGriff, Bob Kendrick, Dave Stewart, Sharon Robinson, Eric 
Davis and Greg Proops. (Photos: Jason Schwartz)

Parker talk about his work to fight Parkinson’s disease, knowing that the 
mighty Cobra is now in his seventh year living with the condition.

Following the press conference there was limited time to congratulate 
the players and, within reason, perhaps come away with an autograph. 
Of course, there’s always the guy who ruins it for everyone, and no, I’m 
not talking about myself! Noting that Eric Davis was signing a baseball 
card for a guy I headed over with my own 1985 Donruss card of Eric 
the Red. Sure enough, as soon as Davis signed my card, the same guy 
whose card he just signed pushed another card in his face, prompting 
him to give the guy one of those looks you DO NOT want from E.D. and 
say, “Seriously, bro, how many cards have I signed for you today?” I got 
the feeling it was way more than two. 

From there the players headed to a private lunch featuring legendary 
Gates Barbecue. Having attended this same lunch last year, I can attest 
firsthand that Gates is not to be missed when in KC. This break in the 
action gave my fiancée and I a chance to head back to the hotel, nap, 
and get even more dressed up for the events that would follow.

An early evening cocktail hour took place at the museum’s “Shades 
of Greatness” art exhibition. As is the case with everything at the 
museum, the artwork was incredible. I was particularly excited to see 
the full-size original paintings of Kadir Nelson that became the book, 
“We Are the Ship.” It was also impossible not to say wow every time 

Sharon Robinson and Eric Davis stop to view one 
of the many baseball pieces on display.

Eric Davis and Dave Stewart generously signed 
baseball cards following the press conference.

Sharon Robinson nonchalantly walked by artwork of 
her father, just as it was almost impossible to gather the 
courage to ask for a picture in front of Old Satchel.

Dinner followed, and we were joined by a host of other 
notable museum supporters including Amos Otis, Willie 
Wilson, and Diego Segui. As star-studded as the day 
had been thus far, dinner presented the opportunity to 
get to know other “regular people” over the course of 
an hour of great food and conversation. Though there 
were no famous athletes at my table, I was surrounded 
by several donors and sponsors whose support, 
personal or corporate, is what keeps the museum 
thriving.

At last, it was off to the historic Gem Theater for the 
induction ceremony. After Bob Kendrick made his award

- continued on page 11 -
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Black Sox Scandal researcher and South 
Suburban College professor of history, 
Bruce Allardice, has been in demand. He’s 
been sharing his knowledge of the 1919 
World Series in both local and national 
forums.

On June 21, Allardice led a discussion 
at the North Shore Senior Center in 
Northfield. During his talk, Bruce touched 
upon the toxic nature of sports gambling 
one century ago and addressed many 
of the controversial issues surround the 
World Series and baseball’s reaction.

Allardice was also a panelist at SABR 49 in San Diego on June 27. He 
was joined by Jacob Pomrenke, editor of Scandal on the South Side: 
The 1919 Chicago White Sox; Rick Huhn, author of Eddie Collins: A 
Baseball Biography; and Bill Felber, author of Under Pallor, Under 
Shadow: The 1920 American League Pennant Race That Rattled 
and Rebuilt Baseball as they discussed the Black Sox Scandal’s 100th 
anniversary. The discussion was filmed by ESPN.

In addition to leading panel discussions, Allardice’s 
expertise is on display in three articles recently 
published in SABR’s Deadball Era and Black Sox 
Scandal June 2019 newsletters.

Allardice contributes to the 
“black sox” discussion

Register now for 2019 SABR 
“Black Sox” Scandal
Centennial Symposium
Registration is now open for the SABR Black Sox 
Scandal Centennial Symposium on September 27-
29, 2019, in Chicago. The SABR Black Sox Scandal 
Research Committee will host this once-in-a-century 
event to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the 1919 World Series.

A lot of new information has been uncovered in recent 
years that has changed our collective knowledge of the 
Black Sox Scandal and its aftermath. All of these new pieces to the 
puzzle have provided definitive answers to some old mysteries and 
raised other questions in their place. It’s a story that continues to 
fascinate baseball fans, writers, and researchers all over the world.

The event — which is open to all baseball fans — will be highlighted 
by a research symposium on Saturday, September 28 at the Chicago 
History Museum. The museum is home to an extensive collection of 
Black Sox artifacts and documents, and we’ll gather in the beautiful 
Morse Genius Chicago Room event space to discuss the continued 
relevance of the 1919 World Series and its aftermath. A book signing 
with SABR authors, including our own Scandal on the South Side: 
The 1919 Chicago White Sox, will follow. More details on panels and 
presentations will be announced soon.

Our special All-Inclusive Package ($45 for SABR members, $60 for 
non-members) includes admission to the SABR Black Sox Scandal 
symposium at the Chicago History Museum; a ticket to the Chicago 
White Sox game on Friday, September 27; and a guided walking tour of 
downtown Chicago baseball history sites.

Registration for the symposium only is $20 for SABR members, $25 for 
non-members. Extra tickets to the White Sox game are $20 each and 
the walking tour (choose one; Friday or Sunday) is $10 each. Click here 
to register!

Following the symposium, from 8-10 p.m. on Saturday evening, we will 
also gather for a reception at the historic Nisei Lounge near Wrigley 
Field. The reception is included in your symposium registration.

The full schedule is available online at SABR.org/2019-black-sox-
symposium. For questions or more information, please contact Jacob 
Pomrenke at buckweaver@gmail.com.

Click Here to 
Register

On Thursday, June 27, the Black Sox Scandal Committee held a panel 
discussion about the 100th anniversary of the 1919 World Series at 
SABR 49 in San Diego. The panel included (left to right) Rick Huhn, 
Jacob Pomrenke, Bill Felber, and Chicago’s Emil Rothe Chapter 
member Bruce Allardice.
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white sox historian to 
discuss the “black sox”

“Eight Men Out: The 100-Year Anniversary
of the Black Sox Scandal”

Wednesday, September 11 - 6:30 p.m.
Chicago Public Library - Austin-Irving Branch

6100 W. Irving Park Road‚ Chicago | (312) 744-6222
https://www.chipublib.org/location/austin-irving-events/

In observance of the 100th anniversary of the 1919 Black Sox 
Scandal—a watershed event in baseball history and a defining 
moment that forever altered the fortunes of the Chicago White 
Sox—author and White Sox historian Rich Lindberg provides an 
inside glimpse of the scandal, its aftermath and its tragic impact 
on the South Side team.

Deadball 
Era News

Black Sox 
News

https://sabr.org/2019-black-sox-symposium
https://sabr.org/2019-black-sox-symposium
https://www.chipublib.org/location/austin-irving-events/
https://sabr.org/research/deadball-era-research-committee-newsletters
https://sabr.org/research/deadball-era-research-committee-newsletters
https://sabr.org/research/black-sox-scandal-research-committee-newsletters
https://sabr.org/research/black-sox-scandal-research-committee-newsletters


“hall of game” inductions (Continued)

to Sharon Robinson, comedian Greg Proops, who is a huge baseball 
fan, took over the festivities for the third year in a row and managed 
the perfect mix of levity and reverence. I did worry his penchant for 
wanting to discuss notable home runs that each of the other inductees 
had hit off of Dave Stewart might bring Smoke up out of his seat, but 
despite that famous glare from the mound, I defy you to find a warmer 
and kinder baseball man than Dave Stewart who took all the ribbing 
with a smile.

One of the things that makes the Hall of Game experience unique 
is players sharing incredible stories you will not find anywhere else. 
Listening to Dave Parker tell the story of the longest home run ever 
hit (Charleston, VA, to Columbus, OH) was already worth the price 
of admission, but nothing could top Dave Stewart’s story of how the 
Oakland A’s spent their days off in the middle of the 1989 Earthquake 
World Series. (I don’t want to leak it in print, but come find me at the 
next meeting.)

On the way to the airport the next day we made one last quick stop at 
the museum, which had visitors but was of course far less busy than 

Jason Schwartz had the opportunity to meet Jackie Robinson’s 
daughter, Sharon. (Photos: Jason Schwartz)

President Bob Kendrick shows off “The Black Aces,” Schwartz’s 
donation to the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.

the day before. One of my New Year’s resolutions had been to create 
something special for the museum as a thank you for the incredible 
time I had at the 2018 Hall of Game celebration. Bob had received my 
gift a couple of days before and was kind enough to hustle off the golf 
links with Amos Otis to take a couple of pictures with me. 

I hope all of you will have the chance to visit the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum in the near future and perhaps even join me for the 
2020 Hall of Game weekend. To keep up to date on all things connected 
to the museum, I also encourage you to follow Bob on Twitter at
@nlbmprez. 

pastime passage...
“Hitting against Sandy Koufax

is like trying to drink
coffee with a fork.”

– Willie Stargell
Quote: Argus-Leader

(Sioux Falls, South Dakota), June 27, 1965, 42

Photos: National Baseball Hall of Fame
and Museum
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On Thursday, July 11th at 
6:30 p.m., The Book Stall, an 
independent bookstore at 811 
Elm Street in Winnetka, welcomes 
author Jon Greenberg as he 
discusses and signs copies of his 
new book, If These Walls Could 
Talk: Chicago Cubs: Stories from 
the Chicago Cubs Dugout, Locker 
Room, and Press Box. This event 
is free and open to the public. We 
ask that you buy your copy of the 
book from The Book Stall if you 
enter the book-signing queue.

The Chicago Cubs are one of the 
most historic teams in Major 
League Baseball, and their World 
Series championship in 2016 will 
forever remain one of baseball’s 
iconic triumphs. In If These Walls 
Could Talk: Chicago Cubs: Stories 
from the Chicago Cubs Dugout, 
Locker Room, and Press Box, Jon Greenberg of “The Athletic Chicago” 
provides insight into the team’s inner sanctum as only he can. Readers 
will gain the perspective of players, coaches, and personnel from this 
modern era in moments of triumph as well as defeat, making for a 
keepsake no fan will want to miss.

Jon Greenberg is the lead Cubs columnist and founding editor-in-chief 
of “The Athletic Chicago.” He previously covered Chicago sports for 
ESPN Chicago and wrote nationally for ESPN.com. This is his first book.

Need more information, or want to reserve an autographed copy? 
Contact The Book Stall at 847.446.8880, or events@thebookstall.com.

celebrate the chicago cubs
at the book stallPEACH ORCHARD CLASSIC

AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2, 2019

BEYER STADIUM, 245 15TH AVENUE
ROCKFORD, IL 61104

SABR Chicago will be traveling to Rockford, Illinois’ Beyer 
Stadium on Saturday, August 31 to watch the Rockford Starfires 
play in and host the 2019 Peach Orchard Classic. The games will 
be played at Rockford’s recently restored Beyer Stadium. Beyer 
Stadium served as the home of the legendary Rockford Peaches 
from 1943 through 1954. More details will be made available.

SABR SCENES FROM THE STANDS

Candid photos from SABR Chicago’s trip on Saturday, June 29, to see 
the Windy City ThunderBolts defeat the Lake Erie Crushers, 2-1, at 
Crestwood’s Ozinga Field. (Photos: Bill Pearch)


