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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER by Peter Mancuso 

That statement introduces 
“Courtesy Runners” on 
the Retrosheet website 
(accessed June 12, 2017) 
— the path from the 
Home Page being Features 
—> Noteworthy Events 
—> Lists of Noteworthy 
Events —> Events during 
games —> Courtesy and 
Mid-Play Runners —> 
Courtesy Runners. 
     The above-mentioned 
May-Day game was dis-
covered during our re-

(Continued on page 2) 

Three Players Recorded Scoring the Same 

Run!  

by Herm Krabbenhoft,  Keith Carlson, David Newman & 

Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau 

This Summer Issue of our 
quarterly newsletter’s re-
lease was delayed slightly 
so that we could include 
several announcements 
like the 2017 Overlooked 
Legend Selection, the 
2017 Chairman’s Award 
Recipient and other infor-
mation discussed at our 
Committee’s Annual 
Business Meeting which 
was held during SABR 47 
in NYC on July 1st.  A re-

port on our meeting is con-
tained in this issue. 

The 9th Annual Freder-
ick Ivor-Campbell 19th 
Century Base Ball Con-
ference (The Fred) was 
held during its traditional 
time frame, April, at its 
traditional venue, the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, 
NY. The 2017 Fred fea-
tured: a Luncheon Key-
note address by Commit-
tee Member, Bill Lamb; 

(Continued on page 5) 

O 
n May-Day, 
1894, [May 1] in 
the game versus 
the Phillies (in 

Philadelphia), Boston tal-
lied twice in the opening 
inning — Hugh Duffy 
crossed the plate with the 
first marker before the 
threesome of Bobby Lowe, 
Tommy McCarthy, and 
Jake Stivetts each scored 
the second run! Incredible, 
but true! How is that possi-
ble? 

     “Until 1950, a courtesy 
runner was allowed for a 
player if that player had 
been injured and at the mo-
ment couldn't continue. 
The original player then 
stayed in the game defen-
sively in the next inning, 
although sometimes the 
injured player did not re-
turn. If the replacement 
runner was already in the 
game, we still count this as 
a courtesy runner. Most 
often the courtesy runner 
was already in the lineup.” 

Bill Lamb delivering  

Keynote at 2017 Fred 
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Three Players Score the Same Run (cont.) 

search to ascertain the RBI champi-
on for the 1894 diamond season. In 
this article we present the pertinent 
information for this amazing “same
-run-scored-by-three-players” feat.  
     For this May-Day game we have 
the accounts from nine newspapers, 
with six unique text descriptions. 
The play of interest took place in 
the bottom of the first inning. There 
are three players involved — Lowe, 
McCarthy, and Stivetts. Here are 
the relevant text descriptions for 
the two runs Boston tallied in the 
first inning: 

     Philadelphia Inquirer (PINQ) — 
“The Bostons had two out when 
Duffy got to first on a fumble by 
Allen. McCarthy was hit in the face 
by a pitched ball. Nash hit to left 
and Duffy tallied, and Tucker 
singled to left and brought in 
McCarthy. Bannon was the third 
out on a fly to Delahanty.” 
     Philadelphia Evening Item (PEI) 
— "The Bostons had two out when 
Duffy got to first on a fumble by 
Allen. McCarthy was hit in the face 
by a pitched ball. Nash hit to left 
and Duffy tallied, and Tucker sin-
gled to left and brought in McCar-
thy. Bannon was the third out on a 

(Continued from page 1) fly to Delahanty.” NOTE: The 
PINQ and PEI descriptions are 
identical. 
     Philadelphia North American 
(PNA) — “Boston went one bet-
ter than the Phillies in their half 
of the first inning, after the side 
should have been retired. Lowe 
was out, Cross to Boyle, [and] 
Long [was out] on a fly to De-
lahanty, when Duffy got to first 
on Allen’s fumble. McCarthy was 
struck on the side of the face by a 
pitched ball, which forced him to 
retire from the game. Nash made 

a single to left, on which Duffy 
scored, and on Tucker’s hit to 
right, Lowe, who ran for McCar-
thy, crossed the plate.” 
     Philadelphia Press (PPRS) — 
“The champions in their half went 
the Quakers one better, and to add 
to the anguish of the local rooters 
the damage was done after two 
hands had joined the ranks of the 
great retired. Lowe opened with a 
grounder to Cross, and was re-
tired at first. Long flied to De-
lahanty. This looked comfortable, 
but Allen busted the combination 
by fumbling Duffy’s grounder, 
Then Carsey hit McCarthy on the 

cheek with a pitched ball, necessi-
tating McCarthy’s retirement. 
Then Nash banged one safely past 
third, and Duffy scored. Tucker 
also put himself in evidence with a 
line hit to right field, and Stivetts 
scored. Bannon closed the inning 
with a fly to Delahanty.” 
     Philadelphia Public Ledger 
(PPL) — “After two hands were 
out in the first inning, Allen fum-
bled Duffy’s ugly grounder, 
McCarthy was hit by a pitched 
ball, Nash and Tucker followed 
with singles, and this gave Boston 
two runs.” 

     Philadelphia Record (PREC) — 
“With two Boston men out in the 
first Allen fumbled Duffy’s 
awkward [g]rounder and 
McCarthy was hit in the face by a 
pitched ball. It was a very severe    
rap and the Boston left fielder was 
forced to drop out of the game. 
Lowe ran for him and scored, 
together with Duffy, on good 
singles by Nash and Tucker.” 
     Boston Globe (BG) — "The 
champions in their half went the 
Quakers one better, and to add to 
the anguish of the local rooters the 
damage was down after two hands 

(Continued on page 3) 

Tommy McCarthy Bobby Lowe Jake Stivetts 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp_4HXvsLUAhUp5IMKHZ1uBRkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hallofstats.com%2Fplayer%2Fmccarto01&psig=AFQjCNHDB4qeJyguJiOZ_gpo3BlmcNGGSA&ust=1497706338834450
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Three Players Score the Same Run (cont.) 

cheek and went to the grass. He 
pluckily got on his feet, and Lowe 
ran for him. Nash hit one past third, 
Duffy scoring. Tucker hit safely to 
centre, and McCarthy scored. On 
the throw home, Nash made third, 
and Tucker second. Both were left 
on Bannon’s fly to Delahanty.” 
     Boston Post (BP) — “With two 
Bostons out in the first, Allen fum-
bled Duffy’s awkward grounder 
and McCarthy was hit in the face 
by a pitched ball. McCarthy was 
forced to drop out of the game. 
Lowe ran for him, and scored, to-
gether with Duffy, on good singles 
by Nash and Tucker.” NOTE: The 
PREC and BP descriptions are vir-
tually identical.   
     Table 1 presents the runs-scored 
information for Boston from the 
box scores from each of the news-
papers [See Page 3] 

      Here are batter-by-batter de-
scriptions (culled from the above-
mentioned newspaper accounts) 
of how the Beaneaters scored 
each of their other five runs: 
     Fourth Inning (2 runs) — Nash 
singled. Tucker was safe on fum-
ble by Hallman. Bannon struck 
out. Nash and Tucker moved up a 
base on a passed ball. Merritt hit 
to center for a base and both Nash 
and Tucker scored. Lovett forced 
Merritt at second and Lowe flied 
to Delahanty. 
     Sixth Inning (1 run) — Nash 
led off with a hit. Tucker was safe 
on Cross’ wild throw to second, 
Nash reaching third. Nash scored 
on Bannon’s single. Merritt sacri-
ficed, Carsey to Boyle. The in-
ning was closed by a double play 
between Carsey and Cross on 
Lovett’s liner. 

(Continued on page 4) 

had joined the ranks of the great re-
tired. Lowe opened with a grounder 
to Cross, and was retired at first. 
Long flied to Delahanty. This 
looked comfortable, but Allen bust-
ed the combination by fumbling 
Duffy’s grounder, Then Carsey hit 
McCarthy on the cheek with a 
pitched ball, necessitating 
McCarthy’s retirement. Then Nash 
banged one safely past third, and 
Duffy scored. Tucker also put him-
self in evidence with a line hit to 
right field, and Stivetts scored. Ban-
non closed the inning with a fly to 
Delahanty.” NOTE: The PPRS and 
BG descriptions are identical. 
     Boston Herald (BH) — “Lowe 
was thrown out by Cross, and Long 
was out [on a fly] to Delahanty. 
Duffy hit one at Allen, who fum-
bled. McCarthy was hit on the 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Player, position PINQ PEI PNA PPRS PPL PREC BG BH BP 

Lowe, 2b 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Long, ss 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Duffy, cf 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

McCarthy, lf 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 

Stivetts, lf 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 

Nash, 3b 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Tucker, 1b 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Bannon, rf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Merritt, c 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lovett, p 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 1. Runs-Scored Information fro Boston from Relevant Newspaper Box Scores. 
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Three Players Score the Same Run (cont.) 
 

     Eighth Inning (2 runs) — 
Stivetts led off with a two-bagger 
and was advanced to third on 
Nash’s sacrifice hit to Carsey. 
Stivetts counted on Cross’ fumble 
of Tucker’s grounder and Tucker 
went to third on Bannon’s single, 
and came home on Lovett forcing 
out Merritt, who had reached first 
on balls, at second by hitting to Al-
len. Lovett himself was forced at 
second by Lowe also sending a 
grounder to Allen. 
     So, who scored the second first-
inning run? Lowe — who ran for 
McCarthy? McCarthy — who left 
the game after being hit by a 
pitched ball? Stivetts — who took 
McCarthy’s place in left field and 
in the batting order after McCarthy 
left the game? 
     Two of the unique text descrip-
tions state that Lowe scored the run 
— PNA and PREC; the BP descrip-
tion (which is virtually the same as 
the PREC) also states that Lowe 
scored the run. The other text de-
scription which states that Lowe ran 
for McCarthy (BH) states that 
McCarthy scored. 
     In addition to the BH description 
stating that McCarthy scored the 
run, the PINQ description also 
states that McCarthy scored the run. 
     The PPRS description states that 
Stivetts scored the run — suggest-
ing that Stivetts either ran for 
McCarthy or was credited with the 
run even though Lowe physically 
scored the run (because Stivetts 
took over for McCarthy when the 
second inning began). 
     None of the box scores show 
Lowe scoring any runs. Thus, even 
though it was stated in two text de-
scriptions (PNA and PREC) that he 
physically scored the second first-
inning run, their box scores show 
him with zero (0) runs scored. The 

(Continued from page 3) PNA box score shows Stivetts with 
two (2) runs scored — one (1) for 
the run he scored in the eighth in-
ning and one (1) for the run physi-
cally scored by Lowe in the first 
inning. The PREC box score shows 
McCarthy with one (1) run scored 
— even though he had left the 
game after having been hit by a 
pitched ball. 
     The PPL box score also shows 
Stivetts with two (2) runs scored. 
The PPL text account did not state 
specifically who scored the two 
first-inning runs. 
     Seven of the box scores (PINQ, 
PEI, PPRS, PREC, BG, BH, and 
BP) show McCarthy with one (1) 
run scored — even though he had 
left the game after having been hit 
by a pitched ball. The other two 
box scores (PNA and PPL) show 
Stivetts with two (2) runs scored — 
even though he had not yet entered 
the game to play left field in the in 
the top of second inning. 
     Finally, it is mentioned that the 
ICI DBD sheets show Lowe with 0 
runs, McCarthy with 1 run, and 
Stivetts with 1 run. 
     So, who should get credit for 
scoring the second first-inning run 
— Lowe, McCarthy, or Stivetts? 
     Our conclusion is that in actuali-
ty Lowe physically scored the sec-
ond first-inning run and should be 
given credit for scoring the run. 
McCarthy certainly did not physi-
cally score the run because he had 
left the game after having been hit 
by a pitched ball; McCarthy should 
not be credited with scoring the 
run. Stivetts did not enter the game 
until the top of the second inning 
when he took over for McCarthy in 
left field. Therefore, Stivetts did 
not physically score the run; 
Stivetts should not be credited with 
scoring the run. Stivetts should be 
credited with scoring only one run 

in the game, the run he physical-
ly scored in the eighth inning. 
     However, according to “Early 
Courtesy Runner Practic-
es" (given on the Retrosheet 
website), “if the pinch-runner 
scores, credit the original batter 
with the run scored.” In fact, it is 
not known, however, if this 
“guideline” — which is specifi-
cally for courtesy runners in the 
National Association, which ex-
isted from 1871 to 1875 — was 
followed or not followed for 
19th-century courtesy-runner 
games in the National League, 
Union Association, American 
Association, and Players League. 
Unfortunately, no official DBD 
records are still extant for NL, 
UA, AA, PL (as well as Ameri-
can League) games prior to 
1905. So, there’s no way to 
know if the “guideline” was fol-
lowed for any of the 12 nine-
teenth-century courtesy-runner-
scored games listed on the Retro-
sheet; likewise for the three 
courtesy-runner-scored games 
from 1901 through 1904. From 
1905 forward, according to the 
Retrosheet compilation of cour-
tesy-runner games, there were14 
games in which the courtesy run-
ner scored. Examination of the 
official records for these games 
reveals that the courtesy runner 
was credited with scoring the run 
in 9 of these games. The Appen-
dix (available on the SABR web-
site) provides pertinent infor-
mation for these 14 games.  
     Thus, our position of credit-
ing Lowe with the second first-
inning run tallied by Boston in 
its May-Day, 1894 game meshes 
with how the official baseball 
records generally treated runs 
scored by courtesy runners. 
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Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 

tions that attendees will be able to 
choose from, if all goes to plans.  
We have been discussing with the 
Hall of Fame for several years 
how we might be able to increase 
the size of the Fred’s capacity.  
We think we have landed on a 
solution due to the HOF’s newly 
renovated Grandstand Theater 
and we are in the process of de-
signing a conference schedule 
that will attempt to keep the 
Fred’s fun and learning experi-
ence intact. 

2018 Fred IMPORTANT Dates:  
Beginning immediately and un-
til October 31st, we are accepting 
Research Presentation Ab-
stracts of 200-400 words on any 
topic related to 19th-century base-
ball for a 20-25 minute presenta-
tion (A/V is available but not re-
quired).  The abstracts should be 
emailed to me at, pe-
terplus4@earthlink.net.  The ab-
stracts should include the presen-

tation’s title, and your name and 
contact inform (which will be re-
moved for blind selection by our 
jurors.  Confidential selection af-
firmation or non-affirmation will 
follow before November 30th.  
Please, email me any questions or 
call my home phone 215-862-
2887 ET.  

2018 Fred Registration will 
commence on or about January 
1, 2018 with the publication of 
the Winter 2018 issue of this 
quarterly newsletter, 
“Nineteenth Century Notes”. 

2018 Bi-Annual 19th Century 
Baseball Interdisciplinary Sym-
posium is in a preliminary plan-
ning phase and more will be dis-
cussed during our Annual Busi-
ness Meeting at SABR 47. 

Best Regards, Peter…Because 

baseball history is not only base-

ball history.  

a Special Presentation, a film on 
town based baseball in Kansas with 
introductory remarks by Dorothy 
Seymour Mills followed by a Q & 
A with the film’s director, Mark 
Honer; our annual Panel Discussion 
moderated by John Thorn, featur-
ing panelists, Joe Williams, Adam 
Darowski and Mike Haupert on 
The Overlooked 19th Century Base-
ball Legends Project; a member 
Spotlight Interview of Joanne Hul-
bert conducted by Tom Simon; 
and, ten sharp and diverse 19th cen-
tury baseball Research Presenta-
tions by Bob Bailey, Jonathan Po-
povich, Mike Haupert, Joanne 
Hulbert, Chip Martin, Bob 
Tholkes, Herm Krabbenhoft, 
Tom Shieber, George Skornickel 
and Richard Hershberger. 

The 10th Annual Fred, April 20 & 
21, 2018 will be able to accommo-
date approximately a third more 
participants and will feature a near-
ly doubling of Research Presenta-

(Continued from page 1) 

A 
 request has come in 
from Committee member 
John Zinn: “I’m working 
with Morven Museum in 

Princeton on an exhibit about early 
New Jersey base ball (1855-1880)  
scheduled to open in July of 2018.  
  
      “We are seeking artifact loans 
with New Jersey Base Ball obvi-
ously the highest priority, but also 
needed are other artifacts from the 
period about all aspects of the 
game. 
      
     “If you are interested in loaning 
an artifact or know of individuals or 

institutions which would be good 
potential sources, please let me 
know.” 
     
      In a related request, John asks 
if anyone is aware of any earlier 
references to the following firsts: 
 
Earliest known Junior Club - 
Newark Junior Club - Newark 
Daily Advertiser, June 26, 1855; 
 
Earliest known African-American 
Club - St. John's and Union 
Clubs, Newark Daily Mercury, 
October 24, 1855; 
 

Earliest known inter-scholastic 
game (not college) - Mr. Sey-
mour's School vs. Mr. Rundell's 
School, Bloomfield, New Jersey - 
Newark Daily Mercury, Septem-
ber 3, 1858. 
 
John would greatly appreciate 
being made aware of any earlier 
instances along with source cita-
tion. 
 
John can be reached at:  
jzinn84@comcast.net. 
 
 

Research Request 

mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
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Excerpt from Chris Von der Ahe and the St. Louis 

Browns                                    by J. Thomas Hetrick  

T 
he St. Louis stage comedy 
continued in the 1896 sea-
son.  As always, the play 
starred Chris Von der Ahe, 

his “Prowns,” ball cranks of the 
city, and local newspapers.  This 
year, the actors used the Von der 
Ahe-Foster ballyard race track and 
a new attraction as stage props. 
     As in 1895, the 1896 campaign 
played itself out in a sea of difficul-
ties.  Among the main themes were 
rumors of sales of the Browns ball 
team, club in-fighting and a mana-
gerial merry-go-round, Ted Breit-
enstein’s season of tribulation, un-
paid ballplayers, and negative news 
reportage.  Like the sword of Dam-
ocles, an outstanding bank note for 
ballpark loans was due by Von der 
Ahe to the Mississippi Valley Trust 
Company amounting to $44000. 
     With baseball and horse racing 
financial failures, Von der Ahe an-
nounced in January 1896 that a new 
amusement would be added to 
Sportsman’s Park.  Reaching back 
into his German youth for yet an-
other money scheme, Chris boldly 
proclaimed the construction of a 
shoot-the-chutes behind the right 
field fence.  Newsmen were 
stumped.  What on earth was shoot-
the-chutes?  Chris explained the 
contrivance as a boat, a water slide, 
and an artificial lake.  Passengers 
would be loaded into a rowboat and 
taken by elevator to the top of the 
ride.  Von der Ahe picks up the de-
scription: “Den de poat shoots 
down de hill into de lake.  But, i’d 
don’t sink.  Id yust schoots ofer de 
vater, und dot’s vy dey gall it 
schootin de schoots.”  The summer-
time attraction would be a titillating 
sensation for couples or kids of all 
ages.  Shoot-the-Chutes cost a quar-
ter.  Ladies with chaperon could 

up in droves to try the new 
thrill.  The ecstatic Von der Ahe 
enjoyed taking the plunge him-
self.  The ride was popular 
enough to outdraw baseball and 
racing.  Those disenchanted by 
the Browns could try the shoot-
the-chutes. After a while, though, 
the quarters stopped coming 
in.  By July, the Hebert Street 
Shoot-the-Chutes Company with 
the Boynton patent was applying 
for an injunction to stop the 
ride.  Hebert Street also sued Von 
der Ahe for damages.  Later, the 
Koken Iron Works sued Chris for 
failing to pay for construc-
tion.  Shoot-the-Chutes sank in 
less than two seasons. 
     On a biting cold St. Louis win-
ter evening in 1896, Von der Ahe 
advertised the grand opening of 
the skating season.  Sportsman’s 
Park was aglow with electric light 
and boisterous, flush-cheeked 
skating hopefuls.  The romantic 
German in Von der Ahe recalled 
the musical vision of the Blue 
Danube Waltz.  The capitalist 
American in Von der Ahe looked 
at the tiny skaters as dollar 
signs.  Just before opening the 
gates, Von der Ahe asked a Negro 
in his employ to test the ice.  Fol-
lowing orders, the man slid across 
the ice, seemingly with no diffi-
culty, but as Von der Ahe looked 
on at the edge of the rink, a loud 
cry arose as the man dipped be-
low the ice.  A policeman, stand-
ing nearby, rushed to the sce-
ne.  With effort, the man was 
pulled from the chilly wa-
ters.  “Vell, vat dit you do dat 
for?” said the angry mag-
nate.  “Yah, you rundt ofer 
it!  Dat vas all right.  But I nefer 
toldt you to chump t’roo it, dit 

ride for free.  In the winter, the 750-
by-200-foot lake would be used for 
ice skating. 
     An architect named Weiss trav-
elled to Philadelphia with Von der 

Ahe to examine a shoot-the-
chutes.  The water slide cost Von 
der Ahe $25000 to build.  Chris was 
convinced this was a money-
making proposition.  He expected 
$50000 a year profit for the ven-
ture; a whole lot of quarters.  As 
soon as construction began, a fel-
low in Philadelphia wired Chris 
claiming patent restrictions and a 
$10000 fee to use the idea.  Chris 
balked and told reporters that he 
would get his own patent. 
     The water slide quickly became 
a metaphor for the sinking fortunes 
of Von der Ahe.  Shoot-the-Chutes 
might as well have been shoot your-
self in the foot.  In the ride’s first 
three days, St. Louis citizens lined 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicvsDVxsLUAhUD_4MKHaV_ABkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vintagecardprices.com%2Fcard-profile%2F63200%2F1887-Old-Judge-Chris-Von-Der-Ahe-487a-Baseball-Card-Value-Pric
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Excerpt from Chris Von der Ahe and the St. Louis Browns 

(cont.)                                

I?”  The policeman had to prevent 
Chris’ attack on the man.  Embar-
rassed over the unforeseen event, 
Von der Ahe stood outside in the 
chill explaining to the skaters that 
the opening was postponed. 
     Local and national media contin-
ued to lambaste Von der Ahe.  Re-
portage continually called for his 
ouster from baseball.  Von der Ahe 
was running an amusement park but 
the Browns incessant losing wasn’t 
funny in the least.  To add to the 
festivities, an all-girl band called 
the Silver Cornets played popular 
tunes day and night.  Numbering 
two dozen, the Silver Cornets were 
dressed in long-striped skirts with 
wide sailor hats and leg of mutton 
sleeves.  When the Browns were 
out of town, Sportsman’s Park 
could be rented out for picnics. 
     One event that was hardly a pic-
nic was when the park was rented 
out for a political speech.  The 
speaker, William Jennings Bryan, 
was the Democratic candidate for 
President of the United States.  Bry-
an figured on a large, enthusiastic 
crowd, intent on listening to one of 
his “silver standard” oratories.  Un-
fortunately, Mr. Bryan did not fig-
ure on Von der Ahe charging ad-
mission for the affair.  The snafu 
enraged Bryan, who eventually lost 
the election to William McKinley. 
     In time, Von der Ahe was hyp-
ing Sportsman’s Park as “der 
Koney Island des Westens” or “The 
Coney Island of the West.”  Coney 
Island boasted Steeplechase Park, 
the Canals of Venice, Scenic Rail-
way, and a Giant See-Saw, along 
with bathing houses, dance halls, 
shooting galleries, freak shows, and 
eating houses.  Von der Ahe’s park 
seemingly featured all of 
those.  Von der Ahe offered rail-
ways to get people to the ball 

curred during the playing of an 
afternoon ballgame.  On an over-
cast day, St. Louis crazies were 
busy guzzling beer and yelling at 
Umpire Emslie that it was growing 
rather dark.  The umpire paid no 
heed to the faithful, despite the fact 
that they tried to set fire to news-
papers to get Emslie’s atten-
tion.  Suddenly, Von der Ahe 
turned on a switch and a bank of 
electric lights lit up the ball 
yard.  The game continued.  This 
was possibly the first night game 
in the daytime in major league his-
tory.  
     It wasn’t beneath Von der Ahe 
to show up at the track as a bark-
er.  Taking bets on ballgames or 
racehorses, Chris worked the 
crowds to much amusement.  In 
time, Chris’ “friends” took ad-
vantage of the German’s ignorance 
of the horse racing busi-
ness.  Within a few short weeks, 
Von der Ahe couldn’t pick a win-
ning mount to save his life.  Horse 
gamblers could simply write a 
ticket on the winning horses after 
the race had been decided.  Von 
der Ahe, not realizing the differ-
ence, cashed in the ticket. 
     The new Sportsman’s Park now 
barely resembled a baseball 
field.  The turf was cut to pieces, 
the grounds were reseeded, and a 
new diamond had to be laid out 30 
feet further from the grand-
stand.  The distance alienated 
baseball fans.  Thanks to Chris 
Von der Ahe, the sanctity of base-
ball was disappearing.  The sport, 
with its smell of fresh-roasted pea-
nuts, mugs of beer, the crack of bat 
meeting ball, and the roar of multi-
tudes, had sunk to a new low… 
[Editor’s note: Ordering infor-
mation can be found in News & 
Notes, page 11.] 

yard.  His freak show was the 
Browns. 
     Still desperate for dollars, part-
ners Von der Ahe and Foster de-
vised an 1896 plan for nightly 
horse racing.  Iron poles 15-feet 
equidistant around the track were 
installed with dim electric 
lights.  However, the horses may 

have well have been racing in the 
dark.  Though admission was free 
after 8 p.m., only the hardiest afi-
cionados showed up.  Examples of 
unrealized profits included a gen-
tleman whose horses ran first, sec-
ond, and second in three rac-
es.  When the man went to collect, 
the payoff was only $3.00.  Von 
der Ahe soon fell behind in paying 
his track employees. Dan Donnel-
ly, a Philadelphia bookie operating 
the track with Foster, quit the busi-
ness in disgust of Von der Ahe’s 
heavy handed methods. 
     Perhaps the only positive story 
concerning the installation of 
lights at Sportsman’s Park oc-

Von der Ahe Memorial 
in Bellefontaine  

Cemetery, St. Louis 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedeadballera.com%2FGravePhotos%2FGravePhotos_V%2FVonDerAhe.Chris.Grave1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedeadballera.com%2FGravePhotos%2FGravePhotos_V%2FVonDerAhe.Chris.Grave.html&docid=b772wFf4iJZ
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Baseball monument dedication honors friend's last goal 
By Blake Sebring   

(Reprinted from Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, May 20, 2017) 

Kekionga Base Ball, (artist) David 
J. Stalker and Archie Monuments. 
     "Who knew all those years ago 
when I met and married a 19th 
century baseball geek that I would 
end up here today," Gregory's 
widow Mindy said. "Bob and Bill 
thought a lot of each other, and 
Bill took to heart that my husband 
was so invested in the Fort Wayne 
Kekiongas. Bill just knew this was 
a dream for my husband. 
     “Bill shocked our family by 
getting Bob's name on there. Bob 
would be thrilled." 
     Of course, during his speech, 
Griggs talked about how im-
portant the history of the moment 
and place are, siting statistics and 
perspective and historic details, 
but inside he was excited for his 
friend. 
     So how much did Gregory's 
wish lead to Griggs' mission? 
     "That was my motivation," 
Griggs said. "To me, I can put 
myself in (his wife) Estelle's place 
if I died. I was spread over a lot 
more sports than Bob was. Bob 
was almost exclusively baseball. 
His whole life was baseball. He 
went to all the conferences that I 
would never go to, even if I could 
travel. 
     "I just hope that this gives 
Mindy the warm and fuzzy feeling 
of `Boy, did he ever accomplish 
something.' " 
     He sure did, and so did Griggs. 
What better thing can someone do 
for a friend than to take care of 
their family and see their dream 
completed? That's a simply beau-
tiful monument that deserves to 
last forever. 

     Hmm, Griggs thought, though it 
was played in Fort Wayne, we 
aren't even sure where exactly the 
first game was played. 
     That was enough of a challenge 
to get Griggs fired up, and he con-
firmed the site before organizing 
everything, and the monument was 
dedicated Saturday afternoon, 
though a rainstorm tried again to 
delay the proceedings. The ceremo-

ny was originally scheduled for 
May 4, the 146th anniversary of the 
1871 game between the Fort Wayne 
Kekiongas and Cleveland Forest 
Cities, but the weather decided the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
manicuring needed more seasoning. 
     Despite more rain on Saturday, 
Griggs and Paddock said deter-
minedly, "We're doing this," sort of 
like they said at the beginning of 
the project, and started the ceremo-
ny. 
     On one side, the monument in-
cludes a box score of the game and 
the inscription, "Donated in Bob 
Gregory's memory on May 4, 
2017," by the Fort Wayne TinCaps, 
SABR, Northeast Indiana Baseball 
Association, Huntington Vintage 
Baseball, the many friends of 

T 
o those who meet him, 
Bill Griggs can seem an 
acquired taste. He's a lit-
tle crotchety with a very 

dry sense of humor that often 
makes one wonder if they are in on 
or sometimes the butt of the joke. 
They are always in on it, but some-
times it's hard to tell. As a local 
sports historian, he can be blunt if 
he spots a mistake, especially if he 
believes it could have been avoid-
ed by consulting him. 
     He's mostly a facts and figures 
guy with little time for fools, at 
least that's what he'd prefer every-
one believed. Don't ask unless an 
honest opinion is truly wanted. 
     Griggs, 70, showed a little bit 
of all the heart he poured into his 
latest project Saturday when he 
helped dedicate a monument at 
Camp Allen Park marking the spot 
of the country's first professional 
baseball game. Though Griggs is 
quick to credit City Councilman 
Geoff Paddock, Don Graham and 
everyone else involved, he was the 
primary impetus behind getting the 
monument drive started, paid for 
and then installed, all in under 
eight months. 
     There was a bigger reason be-
hind it than just memorializing a 
piece of our national history, 
though. 
     That drive started in September 
13 when Bob Gregory, another 
baseball historian, passed away 
after a six-year fight with cancer at 
age 60. Gregory was the founder 
of the local Society of American 
Baseball Research chapter, and he 
had the original goal of a monu-
ment to mark the spot of the first 
game. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwib4smGzsLUAhUC0oMKHfEIBRwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftakeoutyourscorecards.wordpress.com%2F2017%2F05%2F04%2Fmonument-to-first-pro-league-baseball-game-placed-in-for
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Report on 19th Century Committee Annual Meeting 
by Peter Mancuso 

positive approach kept his team of 
Nineteenth Century Committee 
authors, associate editors, fact 
checkers and his copy editor mov-
ing forward to produce of com-
plete manuscript in a very timely 
fashion.  He will be receiving a 
replica 1880s Burlingame model 
bat fashioned and personalized by 
the Phoenix Vintage Bat Compa-
ny.  Please, see the Nineteen Cen-
tury Committee’s section on the 
SABR website for a complete list 
of past recipients. 

Vice-Chair, Bob Bailey, Editor 
of Nineteenth Century Notes our 
quarterly newsletter, briefed the 
meeting attendee’s on his prepara-
tions to expand the newsletter’s 
content due to there now being 
only about a dozen Committee 
members who do not have email 
and still require a hard copy. Bob 
explained that, because, the news-
letter often has a large percentage 
of pages dedicated to Committee 
business, he is seeking more re-
search related articles to fill the 
additional pages that the email dis-
tribution allows us.  Bob, recom-
mended articles in the 1500-1800 
word range, with or without imag-
es on any topic of 19th-century 
baseball.  Please, contact Bob Bai-
ley to submit an article or letter to 
our quarterly newsletter, bobbai-
ley@cox.net  

A 2018 Cleveland 19th Century 
Baseball Interdisciplinary Sym-
posium has been tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, Novem-
ber 10, 2018, (mark your calen-
dar) at the Main Branch of the 
Cleveland Public Library (CPL) 
in the heart of downtown Cleve-

land, near to where SABR 38 was 
held.   There will likely be an op-
tional baseball history activity on 
Sunday morning/early afternoon. 
The CPL is of classic and modern 
design featuring a large comforta-
ble A/V equipped auditorium, 
pre-function space for morning 
check-in with continental break-
fast and afternoon refreshments, a 
large meeting/banquet room for 
an on-site catered luncheon and a 
Sports Research Department 
which houses baseball’s historic 
Charles W. Mears Collection.  
Details for submitting abstracts 
for research presentation pro-
posals will be contained in the 
next issue of Nineteenth Century 
Notes (Oct. 1st).  Presentations on 
any aspect of 19C baseball within 
the Greater Cleveland region are 
welcomed.  There will also be 
several non-baseball historians 
invited to present on specific as-
pects of the19th century and/or 
Cleveland history that impacted 
baseball during that era. Email 
Peter Mancuso at  
peterplus4@earthlink.net with 
questions or comments. 
 

The 19th Century Baseball 
Grave Marker Project is active-
ly pursuing two grave marker 
dedications before the close of 
this year.  Project Chair Ralph 
Carhart provided an up to the 
minute report by phone and email 
just hours before our business 
meeting to inform us the head-
stone for player Andy Leonard 
(1869-70 Cincinnati and NA dyn-
asty and NL Champion Boston 

(Continued on page 10) 

New York City, July 1, 2017: 

T 
he annual business meet-
ing of our Nineteenth Cen-
tury Research Committee 
kicked off with the tradi-

tional announcement of the current 
year’s Overlooked 19th Century 
Baseball Legend.  The 2017 selec-
tion, hitting and pitching sensation 
Robert Lee “Bob” Caruthers, a 
perennial finalist since 2010 was 
publicly announced by the Over-
looked Legend’s Chairman-
Emeritus, Joe Williams on behalf 
of current Project Committee Chair, 
Adam Darowski and the Project 
Committee’s members.  Joe also 
took a moment to mention the pass-
ing last year of two original and 
active members of the OL Commit-
tee, Charles Faber and Bob Greg-
ory.  Immediately below is the link 
to the complete press release of the 
Caruthers announcement that also 
appears on the SABR website: 

http://www.sabr.org/latest/sabr-47-
bob-caruthers-selected-overlooked-
19th-century-baseball-legend-2017 
 

If you wish to become involved as a 
member of the Overlooked Legends 
Committee, please, contact Adam 
Darowski, adarowski@gmail.com  

The 2017 Chairman’s Award an-
nouncement was the next order of 
business and it was our my pleasure 
to disclose this year’s lone selectee, 
Jeremy Hodges for his dedicated, 
professional and successful service 
as Editor-in-Chief of Part One 
(1858-1875) of our Committee’s 
most recent book project, Base-
ball’s 19th Century ‘Winter’ Meet-
ings.  Jeremy’s enthusiastic and 

mailto:bobbailey@cox.net
mailto:bobbailey@cox.net
mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
http://www.sabr.org/latest/sabr-47-bob-caruthers-selected-overlooked-19th-century-baseball-legend-2017
http://www.sabr.org/latest/sabr-47-bob-caruthers-selected-overlooked-19th-century-baseball-legend-2017
http://www.sabr.org/latest/sabr-47-bob-caruthers-selected-overlooked-19th-century-baseball-legend-2017
mailto:adarowski@gmail.com
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Red Stockings) will be installed at 
his Boston area gravesite within a 
few days.  The dedication of 
Leonard’s monument should take 

place before the end of summer 
pending the family’s selection of a 
date.  We will communicate full 
details to all Nineteenth Century 
Committee members via email as 
soon as they become available.  The 
design and inscription for the sec-
ond headstone to mark the grave of 
19th century pitcher Pud Galvin, 
HOF has been approved.  The 
stone will soon be ordered and its 
dedication date is estimated to be in 
the late autumn of this year.  Galvin 
is buried in the greater Pittsburgh 
area.  If you would like to assist 
with our 19th century Grave Marker 

(Continued from page 9) Project, please, contact Ralph 
Carhart, thehallballpro-
ject@gmail.com. 

Baseball’s 19th Century 
‘Winter’ Meetings Book Project 
is a tale of triumph and challeng-
es.  The triumph is the completed 
manuscript of Part One – 1858-
1875, under Editor-in-Chief, Jer-
emy Hodges (see Chairman’s 
Award above).  The challenges 
involve Part Two – 1876-1900 
and include: partial submission of 
articles, partial proof reading and 
editing of some articles and, yet to 
be fact-checked and copy-editing 
of all articles, under the editorship 
of Susan Lantz; who faced work, 
family and health challenges of 
her own during the past two years. 
Naturally, on both a personal and 
project level, we hope Susan’s 
own challenges are behind her.  
Our Nineteenth Century Commit-
tee is currently working with SA-
BR’s Publications leadership to 
bring the fine work of our mem-
bers to publication. Please, con-
tact Peter Mancuso, pe-
terplus4@earthlink.net if you feel 
you can assist or if you have any 
questions. 

Our pursuit of our 19th Century 
Baseball Research Resources 
Project may get an enormous 
boost with the collaboration of 
two of SABR’s most dedicated 
and talented members, Richard 
Hershberger and Sean Lahman.  
Richard has collected thousands 
of 19th-century newspaper ac-
counts of all aspects of baseball 
and is searching for a way to ar-
range and store them into a highly 
useful resource, while Sean is 
among SABR’s most masterful 

builders of databases.  The two 
have begun discussions on how 
this project could be organized, 
progress and brought to fruition.  
If you would like to join in this 
exciting project, please, email 
Sean Lahman, 
sean@baseball1.com and/or 
Richard Hershberger, 
rrhersh@yahoo.com. 

NEW Challenging and Fun:  A 
Play-by-Play 19th Century Base-
ball Games Project has been 
proposed by one of our Nine-
teenth Century Committee’s most 
prolific researchers and authors, 
Bill Ryczek.  Bill, who is well 
acquainted with some of the 19th 
century’s most exciting baseball 
games and who has a familiarity 
with baseball broadcasting has 
offered to launch this endeavor 
which may very well prove to be 
a SABR committee favorite, giv-
en the buzz in our meeting room 
when he proposed it.  If you wish 
to be part of something new to 
our Committee or wish to ask Bill 
questions about his proposed pro-
ject, please, contact him, 
bryczek@colebrookfinancial.com
. 

SEEKING Committee Chair – 
Here’s an opportunity to continue 
the work and form new initiatives 
for SABR’s Origins Committee.  
Contact Larry McCray, Chair-
man-Emeritus, 
lmccray@mit.edu re: info.  

Anyone interested in bringing our 

Nineteenth Century Committee 

onto Social Media, please, con-

tact me at: 

peterplus4@earthlink.net.  

 

Report on 19th Century Committee Annual Meeting 

(cont.) 

Front and Back of Leonard Marker 

mailto:thehallballproject@gmail.com
mailto:thehallballproject@gmail.com
mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
mailto:sean@baseball1.com
mailto:rrhersh@yahoo.com
mailto:bryczek@colebrookfinancial.com
mailto:lmccray@mit.edu
mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
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News & Notes 

-To order a copy of Chris Von der 
Ahe and the St. Louis Browns by J. 
Thomas Hetrick (see pages 6-7) 
Contact Pocol Press, $21.95 plus 
$4.00 S+H, web address: 

www.pocolpress.com  

-Committee members Dave Stalker 
and Gary Passmonte announced 
that on Saturday August 19, 2017 
at 11:00 AM in Mount Morris, 
New York a monument dedication 
will take place for Ross Barnes. 
This will be at a small park in the 
village center. The Barnes memori-
al will be placed next to an old re-
furbished fountain and a memorial 
to Francis Bellamy, the author of 
the Pledge of Allegiance. SABR 
members and the public are invited 
to attend. Immediately following 
the dedication a couple of  vintage 
base ball teams from the Roches-
ter, NY area will perform. Hope to 
see you there. 
Any questions please feel free to 
email Dave Stalker at: atthe-
ballyard@yahoo.com 

-In an earlier edition of the News-
letter we noted an effort to raise 
funds for a marker at the site of the 
Jefferson Street Grounds in Phila-
delphia. We recently received this 

note from Matt Albertson:      

     “Funding for the historic marker 
is COMPLETE! In just over a 
week, SABR members came out in 
droves and donated their hard 
earned money to promote, protect, 
and demarcate baseball history in 
Philadelphia. All that's left to do is 
some paperwork for the PHMC and 
the city of Philadelphia. A dedica-
tion ceremony will be scheduled in 
the near future, I expect. I've turned 
off the GoFundMe account from 
receiving any more donations. 
     Thanks to you all for sending 
the approval notice out to the mem-
bership. I could not have funded 
this marker this quickly without 
SABR. I hope a few SABR mem-
bers will attend the dedication. “ 

- 
-Jerry Casway has had his book 
The Culture and Ethnicity of Nine-
teenth Century Baseball issued by 
McFarland Publishers. The link to 
order is: 
http://www.mcfarlandbooks.com/b
ook-2.php?id=978-0-7864-9890-1   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

- Deb Shattuck’s book Bloomer 
Girls: Women Baseball Pioneers is 
available from University of Illi-
nois Press.  
 
Ordering information can be found 
at 
:http://www.press.uillinois.edu/bo
oks/catalog/74pgn3qk9780252040
375.html 

                       
                                                                                  
                                                            
                                                              
  

Maud Adams from  

“The Bloomer Girls” 

http://www.pocolpress.com
mailto:attheballyard@yahoo.com
mailto:attheballyard@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pocolpress.com%2Fimagelib%2FVDAFrontCover1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pocolpress.com%2FgetBookDetail.php%3FbookID%3D000066&docid=0CrEyGGdSQI9fM&tbnid=eOZ1DfgfVhGi5M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjLv8WMxsLUAhVB54
javascript:popImage('/books/images/9780252081866_lg.jpg','Cover for Shattuck: Bloomer Girls: Women Baseball Pioneers')
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Robert Lee “Parisian Bob Caruthers 

2017 Overlooked Legend (See Page 9) 


