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THE MONTH 

IN 19cBB 
 

Members of the Origins 
Committee used the 19cBB 
yahoogroup with decreas-
ed frequency during the 
Spring Training month of 
March. 

 
BLOGOSPHERE 

 
Stats and history 

John Thorn's essay posted 
on his MLBlogs Network 
blog "Our Game" on 
March 7 recounted the 
early work of Henry Chad-
wick on examining indivi-
dual statistics. 
 

DISCOVERIES 
 

Pictorial History 
Committee Mystery 
Photo Supplement 

Mark Fimoff posted the 
latest issue of the Supple-
ment, in which he dis-
proves the identifications 
made heretofore of the 
Knickerbocker club mem-
bers in the famous 1840s 
daguerrotype. 
 
1656 Law Prohibiting 
Playing Ball, Tennis, & 
Cricket on the Sabbath 
in New Netherland 

Deb Shatner posted the 
above, and a second post 
indicated that the form of 
ball indicated was stool-
ball. Steve Savage added a 
reference to stool-ball in 
Gov. William Bradford's Of 

Plymouth Plantation (ca. 
1650), recording that some 
residents of the Massachu-
setts Colony were denied 
permission to play on 
Christmas Day. Richard 
Hershberger added com-
ments on that reference. 
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TOM 

ALTHERR'S 

NOTEBOOK 
 

SKY BALL IN 
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY 

PENNSYLVANIA? 
 

In 1862, Rev. George Jun-
kin, a longtime college 
president in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, returned to his 
boyhood haunts in New 
Kingston in Cumberland 
County, PA.  Looking at 
where the old schoolhouse 
had been, Junkin remin-
isced: "On this very spot I 
hit the ball against the 
gable; just there I struck 
the lever which sent the 
ball aloft in 'sky-ball;' 
down yonder we played 
'cat and ball;'...." This was 
when he was about eight 
years old in 1798. Evi-
dently Junkin played three 
ball games, perhaps barn 
ball, sky ball, and cat. 
Baseball historians know 
relatively little about sky 
ball. Protoball Glossary 
calls it a fungo-type game.  
The Dictionary of Ameri-
can Regional English col-
lected two descriptions of a 

game by that name in the 
1960s. The first involved 
no ball but rather two 
sticks in a game resemb-
ling tipcat; the second fea-
tured a ball hit off a stake, 
like tee ball, to see who 
could hit the ball the high-
est. Neither account hinted 
at how far back the games 
went. In later baseball vo-
cabulary the term "sky 
ball" referred to a fly ball. 
Junkin's citation compels 
us to wonder about the 
existence an older sky ball 
game, one that perhaps 
employed a trapball-type 
mechanism. Later, while 
president of Lafayette Col-
lege in Easton, PA, Junkin 
had a less cheery notion of 
ball play. Attempting to 
inculcate a manual labor 
system in the early 1830s, 
Junkin found his students 
would rather play ball: 
"They thought that the 
hands that held books 
ought not to hold tools, 
that it was more dignified 
to exert the muscles in hit-
ting a ball than in driving a 
nail,.... " D.X. Junkin, The 
Reverend George Junkin, 
D.D., L.L.D. A Historical 
Biography (Philadelphia: 
J.B. Lippincott and Com-
pany, 1871), pp. 154 and 
538; Jean Houston Hall, 
ed., Dictionary of Ameri-
can Regional English, Vol-
ume IV P-Sk (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press, 2002), p. 
1012; and Paul Dickson, 
The Dickson Baseball 
Dictionary Third Edition 



(New York: W.W. Norton, 
2009), p. 784 
 

SKY BALL BY 1900 
 
Surveying ball games 
common in schoolyards in 
the late nineteenth cen-
tury, David Gibson wrote 
about sky ball:           "The 
game of 'Flip Up' or 'Sky-
Ball' is still played a great 
deal by smaller children, 
and sometimes by large 
ones (especially girls).  It is 
often played by as many as 
a dozen players and is here 
known as 'Tip-Up' or 'Tip-
py-Up'" David C. Gibson, 
"Play Ball," Mind and 
Body: A Monthly Journal 
Devoted to Physical 
Education volume 7, n. 73 
(March, 1900), p. 7. 

 
BASEBALL AT HARVARD 
IN THE LATE 1820s? 

 
In his autobiography, 
James Freeman Clarke, an 
abolitionist minister, stat-
ed, "But we had baseball 
and football in their 
seasons." Clarke graduated 
in the Harvard Class of 
1829, having entered in 
1825.  As he wrote the re-
miniscences in 1883, there 
may be some question 
about what he meant by 
"baseball," whether the 
term was in usage or 
whether Clarke applied the 
wordage current by the 
1880s.  In an earlier chap-
ter on his days at Boston 
Latin School, Clarke en-
thused about playground 
ball games and other re-
creations, but did not spe-
cify what those ball games 
were. James Freeman 
Clarke: Autobiography, Di 
ary, and Correspondence, 
Edward Everett Hale, ed. 
(New York: Negro Uni-

versities Press. 1968 
[1891), pp. 27 and 44 

 
REV. FRANCIS ASBURY 
WITNESSES BALL PLAY 
ON ELECTION DAY IN 

1806 
 

On May 28, 1806, Rev. 
Francis Asbury, one of the 
most renowned and active 
Methodist itinerants of his 
day, made the following 
observation about his day 
in Milford, Massachusetts: 
"At Milford, the people, 
young and old were on the 
green; the active playing at 
ball, the aged and others 
looking on; it was election 
day." Baseball historians 
have noted other examples 
of this connection of ball 
play and election day, the 
day set aside for preacher 
ordinations. Asbury gave 
us another instance here. 
{Francis Asbury], Journal 
of Rev. Francis Asbury, 
Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. (New 
York, NY: Lane and Scott, 
1852), vol. 3, p.225 

 

MORE NEW JERSEY BAT 
AND BALL PLAY IN THE 

1800S 
 

In 1860, New Jersey politi-
cian Theodore Frelinghuy-
sen wrote to an editor 
compiling the works of 
Philip Lindsley, a noted 
educational theorist. Fre-
linghuysen and Lindsley 
had been students together 
at an academy in Basking-
ridge, New Jersey in 1800 
and 1801 and Princeton 
classmates from 1802 to 
1804. Frelinghuysen re-
called that Lindsley "loved 
his books --often when we, 
his fellows, were pursuing 
the sports of the bat and 
ball, he would be exploring 
the roots of the classics.  

And yet, he was genial, and 
had a ready sympathy with 
our youthful pleasures." 
Leroy J. Halsey, ed., The 
Works of Philip Lindsley, 
D.D. (Philadelphia: J.B. 
Lippincott and Company, 
1866), vol. 3, p. 20 
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150 YEARS 

AGO 
 

from the pages of the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle 

 
April 25, 1862, page 2 
 
Cricket Season for 1862-- 

Cricket is essentially an En 
glish game; a game in such 
favor with the English can-
not well have much at-
traction for the American, 
the disposition of both 
people being as different 
as base ball is from cricket. 
One game is full of ex-
citement and activity, 
while the other is inte-
resting but tardy...the 
Americans improve the 
game in one respect, 
certainly; they blend the 
intricacies and necessary 
tardiness of cricket with 
the alacrity of base ball, 
and the result is a game 
played in six or seven 
hours...In playing base ball 
the whole nine through the 
game are engaged, while in 
cricket the fun is with the 
batsmen, bowler, and a 
few other positions... 
 

 
Send comments, ques-
tions, and other corre-
spondence for Origin-
als  to the editor, Bob 
Tholkes, using e-mail 
rjtholkes @gmail .com  


