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So the 2017 baseball season is over and we are all waiting 

for the new season to start in the US.  Thankfully there is 

baseball still being played in other places so we can enjoy.  
 
Excited to report that we awarded our first two 

scholarships this summer due to the generosity of our 

committee members.  Later in the newsletter you can 

read all about the winners.  We are hoping to make this 

an annual offering and so if you are willing to contribute 

please donate online and indicate it is for the women’s 

committee scholarship or send in a check with the same 

note. Thanks in advance. 

Second, we have launched the inaugural Dorothy 

Seymour mills Lifetime Achievement Award “The 

Dorothy” and have just released the list of nominees.  

The finalists will be named in early January and then the 

winner will be announced in February.  Dorothy will 

present the award at our meeting in Pittsburgh at the end 

of June.  Watch for the call for nominations for the 2019 

award in early spring. 

We are also continuing our partnership with The 

International Women’s Baseball Center with our 3rd Art 

Competition.  The entry form is also attached.  Please 

spread the word. 

This coming year is the 75th Anniversary of the AAGPBL and 

there will be lots of events happening all over the country so 

watch for news and please share what you hear and attend. 

The IWBC has begun their work to raise funds to build a 

museum in Rockford, IL, home of the Rockford Peaches.  

Check out their website for the 2018 calendars and 

bobbleheads they have available. 

The Women’s Baseball World Cup will be played in Viero, FL 

from August 17-26, 2018.  Mark your calendars for this 

exciting event happening in the US. 

If you are aware of events/programs or news related to 

women in baseball, please share that news. If you attend any 

games please share photos and game accounts.  We would 

love to share anything you provide with our readers.  Just 

send any information to lheaphy@kent.edu. 
 

Leslie Heaphy, Committee Chair 

 

Follow all the news at Twitter @womenbaseball1 

  

In the News 
 

Mamie Johnson-Obituary and stories 
Mamie Johnson, Trailblazer in the Negro Leagues, dies 
at 82. 

 
 
Mamie pitched against the men. 
Mamie, only woman to pitch in the Negro Leagues. 
Washington Post obituary by Matt Schudel. 
Last of three women to play in the Negro Leagues. 
Remembering Mamie “Peanut” Johnson—includes 
links to some interviews with Mamie. 
Another article about her Negro League career. 
Negro League Female Icon. 
NPR story about Mamie includes transcript of 
interview. 

 
Painting of Mamie done by Will Johnson for sale. 

 
 
 

mailto:Lheaphy@kent.edu
mailto:lheaphy@kent.edu
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2017%2F12%2F20%2Fobituaries%2Fmamie-johnson-trailblazer-in-the-negro-leagues-dies-at-82.html&data=01%7C01%7Clheaphy%40kent.edu%7C4794bd3278dd49b429ab08d54892e870%7Ce5a06f4a1ec44d018f73e7dd15f26134%7C1&sdata=S9PJOnC2dshU14R2BgcqBr4Rycf406YvdEH2YUDb7UA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Mamie-Johnson-pitched-against-men-in-Negro-12448761.php
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/12/21/mamie-peanut-johnson-only-woman-to-pitch-in-baseballs-negro-leagues-dies-at-82/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/mamie-peanut-johnson-hard-throwing-woman-in-baseballs-negro-leagues-dies-at-82/2017/12/21/951d960a-e669-11e7-833f-155031558ff4_story.html?utm_term=.41029114efaa
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/21820998/mamie-peanut-johnson-last-3-women-play-baseball-negro-leagues-dies-82
https://theundefeated.com/whhw/remembering-mamie-peanut-johnson/
https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/12/21/mamie-johnson-women-negro-league-dies
https://nypost.com/2017/12/19/negro-league-female-icon-mamie-peanut-johnson-dead-at-82/
https://www.npr.org/2017/12/20/572216678/negro-leagues-mamie-peanut-johnson-dies-at-age-82
http://www.will-johnson.com/paintings/paintings-for-sale/mamie-johnson/


Ila borders Stories and Interviews: 

 

Ila Borders will be at the World Cup in 2018. 

Where are they now? 

Ila Returns to Duluth. 

Breaking Barriers for the St. Paul Saints.  

Ila Borders Life and Journey. 

The Female Hero Baseball forgot. 

Inspiring player brings message to Duluth. 

 
 

Justine Siegal stories and interviews: 

Story of Justine’s barrier breaking career. 

 

Baseball Games/Tournaments 

Baseball For All Nationals 2017 

Largest All-Female baseball tournament in US 
History. 

A tale of the tournament in Rockford. 

 
 Nationals 2017 

When Women played baseball. 

Beyers Stadium plays host to tournament. 

Rockford Celebrates Movie and Tournament. 

DC Force Going to Nationals. 

 

Diamond Classic in May. 

Diamond Classic schedule for 2017. 

Diamond Classic results. 

 

Ontario Women’s Baseball Classic. 

 
 

Australian Championships. 

Hong Kong and Japan in the Asian Cup. 

Hong Kong loses to South Korea in the Asian Cup. 

Siani Benavente playing for Guam. 

 

“A League of Their Own” Reunion 

Stories/AAGPBL 

 

What keeps the movie alive all these years later? 

Keeping their history alive. 

A talk with AAGPBLer Mary Moore. 

Movie and baseball a big hit. 

 

Claire Eccles 

Claire Eccles pitches in the West Coast League. 

Pitching in the West Coast League. 

Claire Eccles is making baseball history. 

YouTube video of Claire’s debut. 

Claire’s historic start with the Harbour Cats. 

http://www.wbsc.org/category/news/baseball-news/womens-baseball-world-cup/page/2/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/columnists/now-ila-borders/
https://blogs.mprnews.org/newscut/2017/07/first-pitcher-in-mens-league-ila-borders-returns-to-duluth/
http://www.citypages.com/arts/twenty-years-ago-ila-borders-broke-gender-barriers-playing-for-the-st-paul-saints/423228674
https://voiceofoc.org/2017/05/reiff-ila-borders-baseball-and-life-odyssey/
http://www.ozy.com/the-huddle/the-female-hero-baseball-forgot/77146
http://www.wdio.com/news/inspiring-female-baseball-player-ila-borders/4554220/
http://www.cleveland19.com/story/36425939/cleveland-heights-native-and-mlbs-first-woman-coach-inspires-with-a-lifetime-spent-breaking-barriers
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/baseball-for-all-largest-all-female-baseball-tournament-in-u-s-history/
https://theatereducates.wordpress.com/2017/08/31/new-play-festival-playwright-maya-schindlers-trip-to-baseball-for-all/?platform=hootsuite
https://deadspin.com/when-women-played-baseball-1797916358
http://www.wifr.com/content/news/On-the-25th-Anniversary-of-League-of-Their-Own-Beyer-Stadium-home-to-womens-baseball-welcomes-national-womens-baseball-tournament-437293623.html
http://chicagoist.com/2017/07/24/a_league_of_their_own.php
http://www.easternwomensbaseball.org/baseball-for-all-nationals/
http://www.easternwomensbaseball.org/diamond-classic-counting-the-days/
http://www.easternwomensbaseball.org/diamond-classic-tournament/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/sports/high-school/2017/05/23/diamond-classic-schedule-results/338327001/
https://ontariowomensbaseball.com/
http://baseball.com.au/News/Latest-News/geelong-to-host-womens-championships
http://www.scmp.com/sport/other-sport/article/2109869/brave-hong-kong-earn-respect-world-leading-japan-after-giving-them
http://www.scmp.com/sport/hong-kong/article/2110052/tears-and-hugs-hong-kongs-fairy-tale-run-baseballs-asian-cup-ends-9
https://www.postguam.com/sports/local/dolphin-does-it-on-the-diamond-for-u-team-usa/article_d2f0776c-8eea-11e7-b7c2-db2dbdce455e.html
http://www.countryliving.com/life/a43775/a-league-of-their-own-best-baseball-movie/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/business/working-keep-girls-professional-baseball-league-history-alive/?utm_content=buffera5d14&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#85oicwx2LOELwIFo.97
http://www.thenewsherald.com/news/lincoln-park-historical-museum-to-sponsor-chat-with-former-all/article_8b604efa-2d2a-5d83-b435-c572cd8383f1.html
http://www.rrstar.com/news/20170913/rockford-peaches-womens-baseballxa0a-hit-at-senior-health-expo
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2017/06/08/235187720/claire-eccles-made-history-in-west-coast-league-as-first-female-player
http://www.sportsnet.ca/baseball/mlb/claire-eccles-becomes-first-woman-pitch-west-coast-league/
http://www.espn.com/espnw/culture/the-buzz/article/19582375/claire-eccles-making-baseball-history-doing-swagger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kloP3JP3YVE
http://www.gothunderbirds.ca/news/2017/7/31/softball-claire-eccles-historic-run-with-harbourcats-comes-to-an-end.aspx?path=soft


 
Claire Smith 

We just wanted to cover the game. 

Claire Smith Honored at Cooperstown. 

Claire Smith hits Homerun with Hall of Fame 

Speech. 

Claire Smith Enters Hall of Fame. 

Claire Smith receives J. G. Taylor Spink Award. 

The First Woman is put into the Writers Wing. 

Smith at game Seven of the World Series. 

Hall of Famer Claire Smith has quite the storied 

career. 

A writer says Thank You to Claire Smith. 

Claire Smith had a job to do. 

 

Sonoma Stompers 

 

Stacy Piagno story. 

Third woman to win a pro game. 

 

Umpires 

 

Mexican League to have first female umpire in 

2018. 

Video discussion of Jen Pawol and her career. 

Emma Charlesworth-Seiler putting another crack 

in the glass ceiling. 

The long road to the Majors-umpiring. 

Perry Barber talking about what it takes to go to 

umpire school. 

CONGRATULATIONS! Laurie Adkins, who 

umpired at Baseball For All's Nationals last summer 

in Rockford. She has been named Arkansas Baseball 

Official of the Year by the National Federation of 

High School Officials. She will be one of a crew of 

ALL WOMEN umpires at the 2018 Boston Red Sox 

women's fantasy camp in January! 

 

 

 

Obituaries  

 

Lillian Shadic Campbell (6/14/1929-6/27/2017) 

Edna V. Frank Dummerth (6/15/1924-10/8/2017) 

Joan Holderness (3/17/1933-7/6/2017) 

Joyce Barnes McCoy (10/18/1925-7/22/2017) 
Betty Jane “Moe” Moczynski (6/30/1926-10/11/2017) 

Patricia Roy (10/31/1938-5/23/2017) 

Karen Violetta Kunkel (3/4/34-12/12/2017) 

 

 Other Baseball Stories 

Vassar and baseball in the 1800s. 

Haley Alvarez signed by the Oakland A’s as first female 

scouting coordinator. 

Melissa Mayeux on her next steps. 

Time for a woman to become a GM-interview with Kim 

Ng. 

Check out the Sweet Spot, Stories about Baseball on 

Amazon. 

Women’s National Development Team program games 

and results. 

http://www.wbur.org/onlyagame/2017/09/01/women-baseball-writers-saxon-ludtke-claire-smith
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/29/sports/baseball/claire-smith-becomes-first-female-recipient-of-sports-writing-award.html?mtrref=www.google.com&gwh=7EF5BD230C3ECAB133C4DF6EBF13AB51&gwt=pay
http://www.philly.com/philly/sports/claire-smith-hits-home-run-with-hall-of-fame-speech-20170730.html
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/20171584/shine-light-where-needs-shone
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/20194604/claire-smith-honored-jg-taylor-spink-award-baseball-hall-fame
https://www.vogue.com/article/claire-smith-baseball-hall-of-fame-women-sportswriters
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-live-world-alanna-rizzo-makes-sure-claire-smith-1509567156-htmlstory.html
https://www.newsday.com/sports/columnists/mark-herrmann/hall-of-fame-reporter-claire-smith-has-quite-the-storied-career-1.13874871
http://www.northjersey.com/story/sports/columnists/tara-sullivan/2017/07/26/sullivan-claire-smith-hall-famer-writer-and-person-say-thank-you/507250001/
https://www.poynter.org/news/shut-out-locker-room-deadline-looming-claire-smith-had-job-do
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2017/07/16/242525472/stacy-piagno-became-the-third-woman-to-get-a-win-since-the-1950s
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/sports/7216649-181/sonoma-stompers-pitcher-just-3rd?artslide=0
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2017/11/24/262392054/mexican-baseball-league-to-feature-female-umpire
https://www.mlb.com/video/hagen-on-female-umpire-jen-pawol/c-1239981883
http://www.espn.com/espnw/features/article/19956500/another-crack-major-league-baseball-glass-ceiling
https://www.twincities.com/2017/06/10/minnesota-woman-chooses-longest-road-to-major-leagues-umpiring/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syfzFP9jVro
https://www.facebook.com/womenbaseball1/photos/gm.1533427860105047/2497559583801986/?type=3&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/womenbaseball1/photos/gm.1533427860105047/2497559583801986/?type=3&ifg=1
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/campbell-lillian-shadic-6-14-1929--6-27-2017/416
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/dummerth-edna-v-frank-6-15-1924--10-8-2017/420
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/holderness-joan-3-17-1933--7-6-2017/419
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/mccoy-joyce-barnes-10-18-1925--7-22-2017/418
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/moczynski-betty-jane-moe--6-30-1926--10-11-2017/422
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm/articles/roy-patricia-10-3-1938--5-23-2017/415
https://www.beyondtheboxscore.com/2017/9/19/16323942/women-baseball-history-vassar-suffrage-abolition
https://sports.yahoo.com/athletics-hire-first-female-scouting-coordinator-205332221.html
https://www.mlb.com/news/melissa-mayeux-to-make-transition-to-softball/c-246398524
http://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2017/12/11/the-time-for-a-woman-to-be-the-general-manager-of-a-major-league-baseball-team-is-now/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B0771X7QD9?ref_=aiv_dp_season_select
https://www.usabaseball.com/news/wntdp-stars-and-stripes-win-final-games/c-248336948?tid=216632634
https://www.facebook.com/womenbaseball1/photos/gm.1533427860105047/2497559583801986/?type=3&ifg=1


Rockford Starfires and the Peach Orchard Classic. 

Mary Pratt, AAGPBL Player turned 99 in November. 

Women’s Baseball Asian Cup held in September.  Six 

teams took part and the top four will play in the 2018 

World Cup. 

Dr. Lorena Martin hired by the Seattle Mariners as 

Director of High Performance. 

Simone Weare taking on coaching for the National Team 

in Australia. 

Brisbane Bandits name Lisa Norrie Assistant Coach. 

Thea Hanscom in training for Team USA. 

White Sox Women in Baseball Panel. 

Girls playing Ball.  What’s the big deal? 

Miami University’s Women’s baseball club. 

Story of pitcher Brittany Apgar who wins even though she 

has no right hand. 

Head groundskeeper Nicole Sherry. 

Katie Hagen playing baseball in Canada and she is legally 

blind. 

Throwing out the first pitch with a 3D printed hand. 

Katie Matson, only girl in Cal Ripken Tournament. 

Zoe Doyle Travels the World to play baseball. 

A Family affair with baseball in Australia. 

LLWS Honor bestowed on Sydney Leroux. 

2018 Women's Baseball World 

Cup is Florida-bound 

October 13, 2017 

 

 

OTTAWA-The World Baseball Softball 

Confederation (WBSC) announced yesterday that the 

8th Women’s Baseball World Cup would be played in 

Viera, Florida from August 17 to 26, 2018. The 

announcement came during the WBSC Congress in 

Gaborone, Botswana. 

The hosting rights were awarded to United States 

Specialty Sports Association (USSSA), a multi-sport 

organization and WBSC Associate Member based in 

Viera. The event will be staged at the USSSA’s new 

headquarters, USSSA Space Coast Complex which 

was the former spring training home of the 

Washington Nationals. 

“This marks the first time that the Women’s Baseball 

World Cup will be staged in the United States,” said 

WBSC President Riccardo Fraccari. “The USSSA has 

tremendous experience in organizing elite-level 

events across multiple sports, and I am confident the 

new USSSA Space Coast Complex will be an ideal 

setting for the biggest stage and best players in 

women’s baseball.” 

Canada has competed in all seven WBSC Women’s 

Baseball World Cups to date including the 2016 

edition where they captured the silver medal at the 

event in Gijang, Korea. 

Canada has won five medals all-time (two silver, 

three bronze) and is currently ranked No. 2 in the 

WBSC Women’s Baseball World Rankings. 

Canada, and specifically Edmonton has hosted the 

Women’s Baseball World Cup on two occasions 

including the inaugural event in 2004. 

http://www.wrex.com/story/36278624/2017/09/Saturday/play-ball-rockford-starfires-hit-the-diamond
http://www.patriotledger.com/blogs/20171117/baseball-icon-mary-pratt-of-quincy--to-turn-99-on-nov-30
https://www.baseball-reference.com/bullpen/2017_Women%27s_Baseball_Asian_Cup
https://marinersblog.mlblogs.com/dr-lorena-martin-joins-mariners-as-teams-first-ever-director-of-high-performance-98e627a0d95
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/sport/national-womens-baseball-team-coach-to-take-charge-of-south-australian-womens-team/news-story/a25f675ecd36e3dc61440b3e19ed2f71
http://www.theabl.com.au/news/article.jsp?ymd=20171017&content_id=258879986&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_t4065&sid=t4065
http://www.gazettenet.com/Thea-Hanscom-women-s-baseball-national-team-development-program-11889606
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/whitesox/ct-white-sox-women-in-baseball-panel-notes-spt-0926-20170925-story.html
http://mommasaid.net/2011/04/26/girls-playing-ball/
http://miamioh.edu/ehs/news/2017/04/womens-baseball.html
http://www.wusa9.com/mobile/article/sports/girl-baseball-player-can-throw-better-than-most-boys-without-a-right-hand/65-476351568
http://mashable.com/2017/08/16/mlb-head-groundskeeper/#8Wvu_ZckHmqD
http://www.ami.ca/category/sports-segment-atw-weekend-edition/media/katie-hagen
https://www.dailydot.com/debug/girl-3d-printed-hand-mlb/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/youth-sports/youth-baseball-softball/fl-esb-sp-makos-0906-20170903-story.html
http://www.malibusurfsidenews.com/youth/malibu-11-year-old-travels-across-world-play-ball
http://www.couriermail.com.au/questnews/logan/baseballer-caitlyn-cadman-represents-queenslands-bandits-under16s-in-melbourne/news-story/50f04d39c3a3aba885b803eb0892195f
https://www.mlb.com/news/sydney-leroux-earns-llws-honor/c-249907650


Information on all the previous World Cups can be found 

here. 

World Cup Stories 

Announcement 

A look at the stadium complex. 

Selection Process for USA National team. 

World Cup is Florida Bound. 

 *************************************** 

 

*************************************** 

Dorothy Seymour Mills Lifetime Achievement Award 

Nominees. 

Read the story about the award on the SABR website. 

And the nominees for the 2018 award are: 

 Perry Barber  

 Ila Borders  

 Barbara Gregorich  

 Rachelle “Rocky” Henley  

 Edith Houghton  

 Effa Manley  

 Penny Marshall  

 Margaret Nable  

 David Nemec  

 Alex Sickinger Oglesby  

 Susan Perabo  

 Justine Siegal  

 Janet Marie Smith  

 Ashley Stephenson  

 Ina Eloise Young  

Congratulations to all the nominees.  We applaud all that 

you have done for women’s baseball and women in 

baseball. 

*********************************************** 

Women’s Baseball Scholarship Winners 

Two awards were given this year to graduating seniors 

Sara Tobias and Josh Staples.      

Staples and Tobias winning essays can be read on the SABR 

website.  Tobias wrote about women’s baseball in Pakistan  

and Staples wrote  about  the change in the rule book 

regarding gendered language. 

Congratulations to our winners and all who entered the 

competition.  Watch for an announcement soon for the 

2018 competition.   

 

 

 

http://www.wbsc.org/tournaments/2016-womens-baseball-world-cup/past-editions/
https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1056492/wbsc-award-2018-womens-baseball-world-cup-to-viera
http://www.wbsc.org/category/news/baseball-news/womens-baseball-world-cup/
https://www.usabaseball.com/news/usa-baseball-announces-2018-womens-national-team-identification-process/c-262691606
https://www.canadianbaseballnetwork.com/canadian-baseball-network-articles/2018-womens-baseball-world-cup-is-florida-bound
https://sabr.org/about/dorothy-award-women-baseball
http://www.msblnational.com/Featured-Stories/Blog/Perry-Barber-Renaissance-Umpire.htm#.WjvwsTcrOUk
http://www.ilajaneborders.com/
http://www.barbaragregorich.com/
http://www.sfexaminer.com/baseball-star-henley-playing-out-her-dream-with-san-francisco-fillies/
https://sabr.org/node/27239
https://baseballhall.org/hof/manley-effa
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001508/bio
http://www.stateoffranklin.net/johnsons/pdf/bloomer_girlsjc.pdf
http://www.msblnational.com/HardBall-Archives/Blog/Sal-Coats-First-Woman-in-MSBL-World-Series-39-337.htm#.Wjvx4TcrOUk
http://www.santarosarotary.com/events-calendar/female-professional-baseball-player-alexandra-sickinger-oglesby/
http://websterjournal.com/2016/03/02/susan-perabo-receives-pioneer-award/
http://www.espn.com/espnw/news-commentary/article/13780860/qa-justine-siegal-first-woman-coach-mlb-team
https://www.bizjournals.com/losangeles/news/2017/03/26/janet-marie-smith-redefined-sports-architecture.html
https://sports.vice.com/en_ca/article/78n54b/ashley-stephenson-is-the-face-voice-and-heart-of-womens-baseball-in-canada
https://www.facebook.com/womenshistory/posts/10153635513562252:0
https://sabr.org/latest/staples-tobias-receive-scholarships-2017-sabr-women-baseball-essay-contest


 

 

 

 

 



 
Final Notes 

Please send any and all stories to me for distribution.  If 

you have a research question or need please send that.  If 

you are at a game, tournament or other women’s 

baseball event, please send photos.  Send all to 

lheaphy@kent.edu 

Thanks 

Leslie 
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