
Box Score Project 
By Chuck McGill 

A t SABR51 in Chicago, we kicked off the box score 
project.  This project will build on work that was 
initially done by some SABR members for The 

Chadwick Bureau, transcribing box scores for minor 
league seasons so that individual and team stats can be 
calculated.  In addition, previously unidentified players 
will be identified, and other players who are currently 
listed separately will be found to be the same player. 

If all goes to plan, we’ll have a website where the pro-
cessed data will be available.  Individual game box scores 
will be constructed from the transcribed data, along with 
player game logs for individual seasons, team game logs, 
and league standings.  The intention is for it to be a kind 
of Retrosheet for the minor leagues, albeit without play-
by-play for every game.  Eventually, we intend to add 
play-by-play info for those games for which we can find 
it. 

As part of the project, we’re also collecting game logs that 
members have compiled, along with seasonal compila-
tions, team rosters, play-by-play accounts, unpublished 
averages, and league schedules (most have already been 
collected). 

A mailing list for the project has been created at https://
sabrgroups.org/g/minorsboxscores.  Any members are 
free to join the list, whether they participate in the pro-
ject or not. 

On the mailing list main page, you can find links to the 
data that has been collected so far.  Also, you can find the 
presentation given at the convention, along with instruc-
tions on how to transcribe the box scores, and the tem-
plate to use to do so.  If anyone is interested in helping 
with the project, contact me at cmcgill.vt@gmail.com. 

Our data manager is still working on the data flow for 
processing the box scores.  Once everything is ironed out, 
the transcribed box scores should be able to be processed 
quickly.  We hope to have something up before the end of 
the year. 

THE DAWN OF THE DODGERS 
by Clifford Blau 

Organization of Inter-State Association 

I n Autumn 1882, some baseball clubs in Pennsylvania 
started talking about forming a league.  On October 
30, this was formalized when Secretary Eli Fox of the 

Active club of Reading sent out a call to seven other clubs 
in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey to attend a 
meeting for that purpose.  Six teams sent representatives 
to Reading on November 9, and five of them officially or-
ganized the Inter-State Association on November 25.  
They were, besides the Actives, the Anthracite club of 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania, the Harrisburg (PA) club, the 
Merritt club of Camden, New Jersey, and the Quickstep 
club of Wilmington, Delaware. Mr. Fox was elected presi-
dent of the league, with Thomas Fielders of the Anthra-
cites as vice-president, and August Richter of the Merritts 
as secretary-treasurer.  All five clubs were successful in 
applying for alliance status with the American Association 
(AA). This would protect the clubs from having their play-
ers signed by AA clubs although it meant they had to obey 
AA rules, including a ban on playing National League 
(NL) clubs.  The NL was generally recognized as the best 
in the world, so their clubs were top attractions.  Fortu-
nately, this ban was later lifted when the AA signed a 
peace treaty with the NL and the newly-formed North-
western League, known as the Tri-Partite Agreement.  
One umpire from each Inter-State city was selected, and 
the AA rule was adopted that visiting teams would receive 
a guarantee of $65 per championship game (even if 
stopped before becoming official) and 50% of receipts for 
exhibition games. 

Organization of the Brooklyn Club 

While this was going on, in Brooklyn, New York, George 
Taylor, a newspaper editor, began organizing a profes-
sional club, which Brooklyn, third-most populous city in 
the country, had been lacking for the past few years. His 
first step was in securing grounds, leasing land between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues and Third and Fifth Streets, 
formerly the site of the Washington Skating Park and be-
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fore that a Revolutionary War battle. When his initial 
investor backed out, Taylor's lawyer connected him with 
real estate man Charles Byrne, who in turn brought in his 
brother-in-law, Joseph Doyle.  Construction of the ball 
field began during the winter, and when the work proved 
more expensive than expected, Doyle turned to Ferdi-
nand Abell to join the ownership.  Byrne, Doyle, and 
Abell would be the principal owners of the club until Byr-
ne's death in 1898.  Construction of the buildings and 
fences at what was to be known as Washington Park was 
begun in March, and work was completed in early May. 
Meanwhile the club was admitted to membership in the 
AA Alliance.  It also, along with several other clubs, ap-
plied for a franchise in the Inter-State Association, but no 
action was taken on these applications until March, when 
Brooklyn, along with Trenton, was accepted, making an 
awkward seven-team league. Because Brooklyn was start-
ing from scratch while the other clubs had established 
nines, they didn't start working out until April 17, while 
most of the other clubs were playing exhibition games 
before that. 

League Schedule 

With the league membership set, the Inter-State adopted 
a sixty-game schedule lasting from May 1 to September 
29 (later extended to October 13), each team to play the 
others five times at home and five on the road. At Taylor's 
suggestion, teams played only one game at each city dur-
ing road trips, so teams weren't away from home more 
than a week. They usually played three championship 
games a week. This left plenty of time for exhibition 
games to be played.  The initial schedule lasted only 
about two weeks and was reworked several times. In early 
July, it was decided to expand the number of champion-
ship games to an additional sixty, most teams having 
played about 25 games then.  But in mid-July, the Merritt 
club disbanded, citing a lack of support in Camden. This 
required yet another adjustment of the schedule, with 
teams playing two games at each city during road trips 
instead of just one. Most of the teams ended up playing 
around seventy championship games. 

Standings 

Brooklyn played 78 games against the other Inter-State 
clubs, winning 47, losing 30, with one tie, in addition to 
two forfeit wins. However, several of these were exhibi-
tion games and at this time, it is difficult if not impossible 
to determine exactly which ones those were. So apologies 
if any of the games described hereafter were in fact exhi-
bitions.  Apparently some of the games were not counted 
because an official league umpire was not present.  (In 
mid-season, the league followed the example of the AA in 
hiring a regular staff of four umpires plus one alternate.) 
Every newspaper seemed to have its own standings, 
which didn't agree with anyone else's, even when they 
supposedly came from the league secretary.  The 

Brooks' (as their fans called them) official record was 44-
28, good for first place.  When they played their final game 
on September 29 against second place Harrisburg, Brook-
lyn had a half-game lead so it was thought that the winner 
of that game (which turned out to be Brooklyn) would be 
the pennant winner. However, Harrisburg lost to Trenton 
on October 1, which would have put them behind Brooklyn 
in any case. It is not clear that they had to play that game, 
though, and might well have skipped it if in first place. 
Brooklyn was only able to win due to the dissolution of the 
Merrits, who had a record of 27-8 when they dropped out of 
the league. The Inter-State followed AA rules in counting 
the Merritt games but not awarding them the pennant, 
since the club no longer was part of the league. Brooklyn's 
record was close to .500 when the Merritts dropped out. 

The Brooklyn team played a large number of exhibition 
games against a variety of competition.  They faced off 
against the New York NL team twice, losing both times. 
There were ten games against AA clubs, in which they had a 
creditable 4-6 record.  They also played seventeen games 
against other organized clubs, taking fifteen of them.  These 
included independent professional clubs and college teams.  
One interesting competitor was the nine of the Staten Is-
land Cricket Club, which included James Tyng, sometimes 
credited with inventing the catcher's mask, and "Cap" 
Cammeyer, whose father was the owner of the Union 
Grounds in Brooklyn, the first enclosed baseball field. 

The Players 

In early March, Brooklyn signed its first six players: pitch-
ers Dennis Creeden and John Doyle, catchers Francis Mur-
phy and John Farrow, shortstop Billy Geer, and first base-
man-outfielder Oscar Walker. Creeden and Murphy had 
formed a battery on the Olympic Club of New York in 1882; 
they were released in late May without participating in any 
championship games.  Geer had been Cincinnati's regular 
shortstop in 1878  Doyle had played for the Metropolitans 
in 1881 and 1882 as well as three games for the St. Louis AA 
club in 1882. He would pitch mainly in exhibition games, 
appearing in the box in perhaps only two championship 
games, but was used regularly in the outfield in the first 
part of the season.  Farrow also had experience with the 
Mets as well as other professional teams.  Walker had 
played regularly for St. Louis in 1882 and before that spent 
two seasons in the NL with Buffalo.  To them were added in 
mid-March Bill Schenck, who was the regular third base-
man of the Eclipse in the AA in 1882 and Tom Dolan, a 
catcher and outfielder with six years professional experi-
ence, including part of the 1882 season with Buffalo of the 
NL.  They also signed local player William Dugan but 
dropped him in late April, at the same time declining to 
sign a young first baseman from the Alaska Club of New 
York they gave a trial to, Dave Orr.  By early April they had 
put together a full roster of twelve players, including pitch-
er Jim Egan of the previous year's Troy team, second base-
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man Tim Manning, who had played for the Providence 
and Philadelphia clubs in 1882, and outfielder Harry 
Luff, who played in both major leagues in 1882.  Luff, a 
college-trained engineer, was selected as team captain. 
However, due to an injured arm, he played sparingly be-
fore being released in early July.  Geer replaced him as 
captain.  Egan did most of the pitching in the first part of 
the season.  However, although the Brooklyn manage-
ment made a point of only recruiting players of good 
character, Egan proved an exception. He would be sus-
pended for drunkenness on May 24.  Doyle would have 
filled in for him but sprained his 
knee, so Brooklyn recruited John 
McCabe and then John Firth as re-
placements (as well as signing but 
not using Thomas Pollard) before 
relenting and reinstating Egan. Geer 
was apparently the only player to 
play in all of their championship 
games. Of course, the official league 
statistics were reportedly as unrelia-
ble as the standings, and the statis-
tics on Baseball-Reference.com, 
compiled by Vern Luse from Sport-
ing Life box scores, are less than 
perfect.  By the time they started 
workouts, Bill Morgan, another 
catcher-outfielder, who had played 
some for the Allegheny club the year 
before, was added. Yet, with all the 
catchers available, their opening day 
catcher was one Mellon, presumably 
William Mellon, who spent most of 
his career with Waterbury.  Perhaps 
soon after that, they added Wash 
Williams, yet another catcher-
outfielder. He would go on to a very 
brief major league career.  Dave 
Oldfield caught a game on June 7; 
he would return to the Brooks in 
1885 and 1886.  In an exhibition 
game on June 20, three new players 
appeared.  John Campana and 
Charles Tuttle would each have brief 
stints with the club, but pitcher Wil-
liam (Adonis) Terry would be in the 
starting rotation for Brooklyn through the 1891 season.  
They added two outfielders in the first half of July. Edgar 
Smith, who had played a couple of games for the Provi-
dence NL team earlier,  played left field the rest of the 
season, while (Michael?) McManus of the Comets of 
Woonsocket, RI only played a few games. Dolan was re-
leased in early July for violating club rules, and at the end 
of the month Jim Egan followed after going AWOL, his 
drinking not having abated.  Egan would sign with an 
independent club in Waterbury where he got into a fight 

and was knocked out before being expelled for, guess 
what, drunkenness, and in October found himself in jail 
on a robbery charge. 

Then came the biggest event in Brooklyn's season, the 
expiration of the Merritt Club.  As previously noted, they 
had by far the best record in the league at that time, and, 
91 years before Catfish Hunter, their players were to learn 
the benefit of free agency. Representatives from several 
ball clubs descended on Camden to offer contracts to the 
Merritt players.  Charles Byrne was not caught sleeping; 
as soon as rumors of the breakup of the Merritts started, 

he spoke to that club's owner to put 
in a good word with his players, and 
then sent Taylor to Camden to ne-
gotiate.  Taylor signed pitcher Sam 
Kimber, catcher Jack Corcoran, 
first baseman Charlie Householder 
(which allowed Walker to move to 
center field), lefty-throwing second 
baseman/right fielder Bill Green-
wood, shortstop Frank Fennelly 
(who would play second and third 
for Brooklyn), and center fielder 
Bill Kienzle. But they didn't want 
Kienzle; they only signed him be-
cause Greenwood refused to join 
them unless they did. Brooklyn im-
mediately dropped Kienzle, who 
then was grabbed by the Quick-
steps.  The other Merritt players 
were also in demand; Fred Warner 
signed with the Philadelphia NL 
club, while Bob Emslie, Gid Gard-
ner, and Rooney Sweeney went 
with Baltimore of the AA.  With the 
Merritts they were earning between 
$90 and $150 per month; Green-
wood signed with Brooklyn for 
$350 per month, Fennelly got 
$280, and the others received from 
$175 to $250 monthly.  This would 
set a pattern for Byrne and the 
Brooks.  After the 1884 season, 
when the Cleveland NL club went 
bust, Brooklyn gobbled it up, ac-

quiring such players as Bill Phillips, Germany Smith, 
George Pinkney, and John Harkins.  At the end of the 
1887 season, they bought the Metropolitans, gaining 
Dave Orr (finally desirable), Darby O'Brien, and Al Mays.  
They would also buy up star players from other clubs: 
Bob Caruthers and Dave Foutz from the St. Louis Brown 
Stockings, Hub Collins from Louisville, and Pop Corkhill 
from Cincinnati, leading to championships in 1889 and 
1890. 

With the new players on board, Manning, Morgan, Wil-
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liams, and McManus were released. After this, the roster 
remained stable the rest of the season with the exception 
of a few one game fill-ins.  Bill Schenck injured his arm 
on August 28 and was out the balance of the year. Fennel-
ly moved from second to third, Greenwood from right to 
second, and Doyle mostly filled in in right field to replace 
him. 

Season Highlights 

The season kicked off for Brooklyn on May 1 when they 
played a game in Wilmington, a game originally sched-
uled for May 18. The Quicksteps took the game by a score 
of 9-6. Brooklyn beat them the next day, but that was al-
most certainly an exhibition game. Their first home game 
was on May 7, but Washington Park wasn't finished, so 
they played in Newark, New Jersey, on the grounds of the 
Domestic Club. They picked up their first league win, 
beating the Anthracites 5-2.  After being rained out the 
next day, they learned that the grounds in Newark had 
been leased to Forepaugh's circus, so they had to play 
Harrisburg at Prospect Park in Brooklyn. That was an 
open field, so no admission could be charged. Harrisburg 
not only lost 7-1, but the first charges of hooliganism were 
leveled against them. Besides constantly haranguing the 
umpire, they were alleged to use violence or its threat to 
win. In a game in June, Harrisburg's pitcher John Schap-
pert deliberately hit seven Quickstep batters (the rules 
didn't provide a penalty then). In another game, it was 
reported a batter threw his bat at Schappert in retaliation 
for throwing at him. Later in the season, when an umpire 
ruled Schappert had illegally thrown overhand, the crowd 
of 1500 fans threatened him, so he was too intimidated to 
call it thereafter. (But Brooklyn won that game, 14-7.) 
Harrisburg was managed by Henry Myers, who had man-
aged the Baltimore AA club the year before. Their num-
ber two starting pitcher was Tom Burns, who would star 
for Brooklyn later in the decade as a right fielder. 

After two games were postponed, Washington Park was 
finally ready on May 12. A crowd estimated at 5000-6000 
paid 25 cents each to witness the opening. They were 
treated to a band concert before the game. At 4 o'clock, 
Brooklyn won the coin toss and chose to take the field in 
their blue and gray uniforms. After a bad first inning, 
they gave the fans their money's worth, winning 13-6.  
They played an exciting game against the AA Allegheny 
club on May 18, falling behind 6-0 in the second but ral-
lying to win the game 13-8. The next day it was back to 
league play, and they suffered their worst loss of the sea-
son, a 16-1 humiliation by the Merritts. Although man-
agement had made sure the field at Washington Park had 
good drainage, they had to postpone games on May 22 
and 23 when defective sewers on a neighboring street 
caused flooding and ruined the turf. On May 24, all the 
excitement was caused by the opening of the Brooklyn 
Bridge.  The ball club played the Quicksteps in what was 

most likely an exhibition game; since it was a Thursday, 
women accompanied by men were admitted free. 

On June 21, after being clobbered twice by the league-
leading Merritts, Brooklyn finally took one from them, 4-
3, tying the game in the ninth inning and scoring the win-
ning run in the eleventh when Terry led off with a double 
and crossed the plate on Manning's two-out single. They 
would lose twice more to the Merritts before that club 
disbanded.  In the July 16 game, Egan scored four runs, 
but they weren't enough to keep the team from losing 7-6 
in 11 innings against Harrisburg. On July 25, Brooklyn 
played its first game with the new players from the Mer-
ritts, and defeated the Quicksteps 2-1. The two sets of 
players combined to produce the runs in the sixth, new-
comer Householder doubling in Walker and Geer. They 
then lost the following two games, but won ten of their 
next eleven. The July 30 game with the Anthracites was 
played in Camden, the two teams having seven former 
Merritt players between them. That drew an estimated 
500-600 people.  Certainly one of the most exciting 
games came on August 4 in Harrisburg. With Brooklyn 
trailing 1-0 with two outs in the bottom of the ninth, Geer 
reached base on an error, Farrow followed with a single, 
and Terry ripped a double to plate them both for the win. 
Then they and the umpire had to run for their lives as the 
fans hurled stones at them.  On August 15, the St. Louis 
AA club failed to show up for a scheduled exhibition 
game in Brooklyn so the Brooks played a picked nine and 
offered their fans a refund or a rain check for another 
game. In a game on August 21, Frank Fennelly led the 
team to a 5-2 victory over the Anthracites by hitting two 
homers; he was the only member of the team to homer 
more than once for the season.  Around this time, it be-
came known that the Anthracites were having financial 
difficulties, as they said they would shift their home 
games to Atlantic City.  They also scheduled some games 
in Philadelphia, but also returned to Pottsville.  The re-
ceipts from the September 5 and 6 games in Pottsville 
were just enough to pay the guarantee to Brooklyn.  They 
forfeited a game on September 19 when they failed to ap-
pear in Reading, the players refusing to go since they 
hadn't been paid in full since August.  The  following 
week against Brooklyn they forfeited two games as well as 
two in Wilmington.  

On August 30, the Brooks with Terry in the box allowed 
just two Harrisburg baserunners, shutting them out 3-0. 
According to the league secretary, they led Harrisburg by 
1.5 games as of September 23, then gained the two forfeit 
wins. On the 26th, they had to face the Actives, who be-
sides the Merritts were the only team with a winning rec-
ord against Brooklyn for the season. But with the pennant 
nearly at hand, they scored their biggest winning margin 
of the year, a 13-0 thrashing of the boys for Reading, who 
failed to get a single hit in a game called after 6.5 innings. 
Sam Kimber walked only one in the game, which was just 
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a preview of a 10-inning no-hitter he took part in the fol-
lowing year. The next day, Brooklyn faced off against the 
Actives again, and the game was a scoreless tie through 
seven innings. The Actives scored three runs in the top of 
the eighth, but the game was called for darkness before 
the inning ended, so they didn't count. Meanwhile, Har-
risburg lost to Trenton, 7-3, giving Brooklyn a 1.5 game 
lead (although Harrisburg had gone 2-1 since the 23rd, 
the lead then would have been 0.5).  Harrisburg would 
have to beat Brooklyn in the two games in Brooklyn on 
September 28 and 29 to have a shot at the pennant.  

Before an estimated 1200 fans, Harrisburg took the first 
game 8-5, Schappert pitching against Kimber. The next 
day, anywhere from 2000 to 4000 people showed up for 
the final showdown.  Terry was in the box for Brooklyn 
and Burns hurled for Harrisburg.  The Brooks scored 7 
runs in the first three innings, and Farrow made a sharp 
play in the bottom of the first. With the bases loaded, he 
intentionally dropped the third strike on Schappert, 
touched home and threw to first for a double play.  
Schappert was fined by captain Myers for running, which 
created a force situation.  Harrisburg fought back to 
make the score 7-6, but Brooklyn got three in the seventh 
and one more in the eighth before the game was called 
due to darkness at the end of the inning.  In October 
Brooklyn played a couple of exhibition games, the second 
a benefit game for the players, and then the players went 
their separate ways. 

Post Season 

The Tri-Partite Agreement provided that teams in the 
Northwestern League and the American Alliance could 
reserve their players, preventing teams that were a party 
to the agreement from signing them to contracts for 
1884. It also stated that teams couldn't sign players for 
1884 before October 10. But on September 1, the Ameri-
can Association clubs decided to just ignore those provi-
sions. Apparently the National League clubs went along 
with that, and both started signing players away from the 
Inter-State clubs.  The Inter-State officially protested, but 
there was nothing the league could do to stop it.  Byrne 
had displayed his usual foresight, however, and had al-
ready signed most of the Brooklyn players to 1884 con-
tracts.  Corcoran, Householder, Greenwood, Geer, Walk-
er, Farrow, Terry, and Kimber would all appear with 
Brooklyn in 1884.  

On November 23, with the Anthracites busted up, four of 
the five remaining clubs in the Inter-State Association 
met in Philadelphia; Brooklyn didn't send a representa-
tive.  Clubs from Allentown, Altoona, and Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania were admitted to the league.  Brooklyn ap-
plied for membership in the American Association and 
on December 12, they were admitted along with clubs 
from Indianapolis, Toledo, and Washington. While this 
was going on, a new eastern minor league called the Un-

ion League was being organized. During the winter, most 
of the Inter-State clubs switched to this new organization, 
which changed its name to the Eastern League, and the 
Inter-State, down to two teams, died a quiet death. 
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Ottawa Lynx team ownership history 
by Steve Rennie 

This article was published in the Team Owner-
ship History Project 

T he story of the Ottawa Lynx baseball team begins 
in the late 1980s, when Ottawa Mayor Jim Durrell 
announced his plan to bring Triple-A baseball 

back to the city after a 34-year absence. He found a valua-
ble ally in local entrepreneur Howard Darwin, who had 
previously been involved in bringing major junior hockey 
to Ottawa. Darwin recognized the city’s potential as a 
sports hub and saw the enthusiastic support for baseball 
in Ottawa.1 The proposal generated excitement and 
caught the attention of Minor League Baseball executives, 
including Harold Cooper, the president of the Interna-
tional League. 

Cooper expressed his support for Ottawa 
at a luncheon during the 1988 winter 
meetings in Atlanta, where Ottawa’s Triple
-A bid was being promoted. However, he 
emphasized the need for a stadium, de-
claring, “They have to build one.”2 By all 
accounts, the trip to Atlanta was a success, 
with at least two Triple-A club owners 
showing serious interest in relocating their 
franchises to Ottawa.3 Darwin’s favorable 
impression on the owner of the Montreal 
Expos, Charles Bronfman, during a late-
night encounter in the Montreal billion-
aire’s Atlanta suite, further bolstered Otta-
wa’s chances. Claude Brochu, the Expos’ 
president and CEO, and longtime club 
executive Jim Fanning, who were also pre-
sent that evening, set the stage for Darwin. 
“Brochu and Fanning had already talked 
to Bronfman, suggesting it was a good idea to get Ottawa 
onside,” Darwin told the Ottawa Citizen. “The Expos 
were losing a lot of fans in the market to the (Toronto 
Blue Jays).”4 

Back in Ottawa, discussions continued with Brochu re-
garding the possibility of Ottawa becoming the new home 
for the Expos’ Triple-A affiliate. This opportunity arose as 
their agreement with the Indianapolis Indians was set to 
expire.5 Baseball Canada also expressed interest in hav-
ing a 10,000-seat stadium in Ottawa as the national 
training center for Canada’s baseball teams.6 

While excitement grew around Ottawa’s pursuit of a Tri-
ple-A baseball team, the focus shifted to finding a suita-
ble venue. The city identified two sites owned by the Na-
tional Capital Commission (NCC), the government agen-
cy responsible for federal parks and public spaces in the 
Ottawa area, but both had drawbacks.7 The Rideau River 

Park site, previously used as a city dump, would require 
expensive remediation efforts; and the other site, in the 
eastern part of the city, lacked accessibility and nearby 
amenities. 

Despite these challenges, Darwin believed that LeBreton 
Flats, a riverfront site just west of Parliament Hill, was 
the ideal location for a new ballpark.8 The NCC initially 
resisted the idea, citing concerns about its impact on ex-
isting development plans.9 Darwin’s persistence, along 
with increasing public support and pressure from Mayor 
Durrell, eventually led to a reconsideration of LeBreton 
Flats.10 

In March 1989, Darwin attempted to purchase the Okla-
homa City 89ers, the Triple-A affiliate of the Texas Rang-
ers, for $5 million Canadian (approximately $4 million 
USD), with the intention of relocating the team to Ottawa 
for the 1991 season.11 However, the offer was turned 
down, prompting Darwin to continue his search for an-

other team to buy.12 “My approach is still 
to get the first team that comes available,” 
Darwin said during a July 1989 visit to 
Columbus, Ohio, where he met with exec-
utives from Triple-A clubs.13 He remained 
hopeful that Ottawa could become the 
farm club for an expansion team.14 Bob 
Rich, the owner of the Triple-A Buffalo 
Bisons and leader of Buffalo’s bid for a 
major-league expansion team, suggested 
the possibility of Ottawa as a potential 
location for a farm club.15 

The stadium issue persisted and caused 
setbacks in Darwin’s efforts. The city’s 
stadium feasibility study faced delays, and 
when it was finally released, city staff rec-
ommended the Rideau River Park as the 
top choice, with a new location, known as 

Bayview Yards, as a possible alternative.16 However, the 
city council voted against the stadium, leaving Darwin 
feeling that the deal he had secured to purchase a team 
had been sabotaged.17 Disheartened, he threw in the tow-
el. “It’s done and I’m done – that’s all there is to it,” he 
said. “Now I just want to get on with life and forget it ever 
happened. Naturally, it was all a big waste of time.”18 

With Darwin no longer in the picture, others took up the 
mantle. Mayors of neighboring municipalities showed 
keen interest in the idea of bringing professional baseball 
back to the Ottawa area. Some politicians approached 
Darwin to see if they could rekindle his interest in a Tri-
ple-A franchise, but he chose to stay on the sidelines, 
bruised by his previous experiences and hesitant to dive 
back into the world of baseball.19 

In the spring of 1990, a now-easily recognizable land-
mark for Ottawa baseball fans emerged as a highly prom-
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ising candidate for hosting a Triple-A franchise. The 18-
acre property on Coventry Road, situated in the east-end 
next to the major Highway 417, was a regional snow 
dump owned by the federal government. A stadium deal 
began to look increasingly likely, with the city entering 
into talks with the federal government to buy the 
land.20 Even Darwin was starting to get back in the fold, 
his interest piqued by the progress being made in the ne-
gotiations. He said he would rejoin the effort to bring a 
Triple-A team to Ottawa if the city came to him with a 
stadium deal.21 

Darwin invited Randy Mobley, the commissioner of the 
Triple-A Alliance, to come to Ottawa on the eve of a cru-
cial city council stadium vote to help bolster support for 
the cause.22 After the city council backed plans for a stadi-
um at the site, Darwin took Mobley to a celebratory lunch 
and a tour of the Coventry Road location.23 

Darwin had previously pursued buying and relocating a 
team to Ottawa, but now shifted gears to focus on secur-
ing an expansion franchise. In an interview with 
the Ottawa Citizen, he stated his lack of interest in ac-
quiring the Denver Zephyrs, the Triple-A affiliate of the 
Milwaukee Brewers.24 Instead, he spent the summer me-
ticulously preparing Ottawa’s 70-plus-page official appli-
cation for an expansion Triple-A franchise. 

Corporate sponsors began to materialize, including 
Labatt’s Breweries of Canada Ltd., which expressed an 
interest in getting involved with the prospective franchise 
in Canada’s capital.25 Momentum was building toward 
Ottawa’s Triple-A bid. Demonstrating his enthusiasm, 
Darwin submitted his bid ahead of the 23 other compet-
ing groups.26 He was surprised to find out that 19 other 
cities and groups – including him – had applied, each 
including a nonrefundable $5,000 (US) application fee. 
“I’m surprised. No, I’m shocked there’s that many,” Dar-
win said. “I figured there’d be no more than half that 
many.”27 

Darwin would have to wait until that November to find 
out if Ottawa’s bid made the shortlist of expansion candi-
dates. 

It was a gamble that had consumed Darwin for nearly two 
years, draining his bank account of more than $100,000 
(C) and testing his resolve as a sports entrepreneur. He 
had staked his reputation and fortune on bringing Triple-
A baseball to Ottawa. But as he arrived at the Ramada Inn 
in the Chicago suburb of Rosemont, Illinois, he knew that 
his dream hinged on the next three days. There, in the 
hotel’s corridors and boardrooms, he would face the final 
and toughest challenge of his bid: convincing Triple-A 
executives that Ottawa deserved a franchise.28 

Darwin, Durrell, and the rest of the Ottawa contingent 
gave their all in Rosemont. Their impassioned pitch, last-
ing an hour, made a lasting impression on the Triple-A 

expansion committee. Larry Schmittou, the committee 
chair, expressed his admiration for the Ottawa bid. “The 
Ottawa bid was very impressive,” he said. “I think if it 
relied upon the mayor to build a stadium, he’d be out 
there tomorrow with a shovel.”29 

Back in Ottawa, Darwin wasted no time and embarked on 
a campaign to secure $5 million (C) from private sources 
by April 1.30 This would coincide with the visit of Triple-A 
executives to potential expansion cities. He also sought to 
sell up to 7,500 pledges priced at $25 (C) each, which of-
fered the chance to secure season tickets for Ottawa’s an-
ticipated Triple-A club.31 The response was immediate, 
with more than 2,000 pledges sold in the first three days, 
and all 20 private suites were quickly leased for a period 
of five years.32 

The Triple-A expansion committee slowly reduced the 
number of teams in contention for a franchise. By early 
April, nine cities remained on the short list: Ottawa; An-
napolis, Maryland; South Bend, Indiana; Memphis, Ten-
nessee; Jacksonville, Florida; Quad Cities, Illinois/Iowa; 
Birmingham, Alabama; Charlotte, North Carolina; and 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.33 

Ottawa’s bid encountered a potential setback when city 
staff cautioned that widening roads and upgrading sewers 
for the stadium could potentially incur an additional cost 
of $3 million (C).34 This revelation led to significant con-
cerns among city politicians, with some expressing strong 
opposition to the increased financial burden.35 

In a surprising turn of events, Darwin, who had recently 
dismissed the idea of pursuing the Toronto Blue Jays’ 
Triple-A affiliate, the Syracuse Chiefs, suddenly changed 
his position.36 He began contemplating the possibility of 
making a bid for the Omaha Royals of the American Asso-
ciation, deviating from his initial commitment to securing 
an expansion franchise. Mobley, the Triple-A Alliance 
commissioner, gave his blessing for Darwin to kick the 
tires on Omaha while simultaneously continuing to pur-
sue Ottawa’s expansion bid.37 

The stage was set for Triple-A’s expansion committee to 
visit Ottawa on May 31, 1991.38 Schmittou, the chair of 
the committee, along with other Triple-A officials, arrived 
in the capital city with a clear message: Ottawa had to 
demonstrate its ability to finance the $21.6 (C) million 
stadium.39 

Eastern Beverages, a division of Pepsi-Cola Canada Ltd., 
extended a financial boost to Ottawa by becoming the 
official soft-drink sponsor for the stadium, contributing a 
substantial sponsorship amount of $800,000 (C).40 

The Triple-A expansion committee named Ottawa as one 
of its final five expansion candidates, along with Bowie, 
Maryland (formerly Annapolis), Birmingham, Charlotte, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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and Tulsa.41 Darwin worked to secure his financing. The 
city reached an agreement to sell a portion of the 20-acre 
Coventry Road site to the private sector, generating ap-
proximately $4 million (C) in revenue. Additionally, the 
sale of luxury boxes and in-park advertising brought in 
over $5 million (C). Meanwhile, Darwin had already 
pledged to repay $4 million (C) over a 15-year period. It 
was anticipated that scoreboard advertising and stadium 
naming rights would contribute an additional $2 million 
(C). 

The Ontario government’s $4 million (C) share stood as 
the last piece needed to initiate construction on a new 
stadium.42 The clock was ticking. Triple A gave Ottawa 
until August 15 to confirm the stadium construction. 
However, a week before the deadline, the province sur-
prised Ottawa by announcing that its $4 million (C) share 
would be a loan rather than a grant. This meant that the 
city would be responsible for repaying the money, which 
threatened to derail the bid.43 The Ontario government 
decided to cut its original contribution in half, putting 
city staff in a scramble to revise the stadium plan just 
hours before Triple A’s deadline.44 Ottawa managed to 
meet the deadline by submitting a written commitment 
to build an $18 million (C) ballpark. However, the scaled-
down stadium plans left Triple-A executives disappoint-
ed.45 Ottawa’s bid no longer seemed assured. 

In a final attempt to keep its bid alive, Ottawa sent a dele-
gation to the Marriott Rancho Las Palmas Resort in Ran-
cho Mirage, California, where Triple-A executives were 
gathered for their fall meetings.46 Darwin and others 
from Ottawa’s contingent socialized with members of the 
expansion committee during a reception put on by the 
Triple-A Calgary Cannons, the hosts of the fall meetings. 
The only other bidders present at the event were from 
Birmingham.47 

Despite all the setbacks and financial challenges over the 
previous three years, Darwin’s relentless pursuit of a Tri-
ple-A franchise finally paid off. On September 28, 1991, 
the expansion committee granted franchises to Ottawa 
and Charlotte for the 1993 season.48 An emotional Dar-
win reflected on the accomplishment. “It was emotion 
more than excitement,” he told the Ottawa Citizen. “I 
said all along if somebody could convince me Triple-A 
baseball was bad for Ottawa, I’d step aside and call it 
quits. No one did.”49 

Having secured his Triple-A franchise, which would 
eventually play in the International League, Darwin now 
turned his attention to building his fledgling, yet-
unnamed team. The expenses associated with running 
the ballclub were becoming apparent, and they were con-
siderable. As per the regulations, Major League Baseball 
required all minor-league clubs to contribute 5 percent of 
their gate revenues, with a minimum contribution of $1.5 
million (US) in 1991. This amount would increase to 

$1.75 million (US) in 1993, when Ottawa was to begin 
play, and further rise to $2 million (C) in 1994. Darwin 
would also be responsible for covering the expenses of a 
30-person traveling party.50 

One of Darwin’s first orders of business was naming the 
new ballclub. He chose the name Ottawa Lynx from a pool 
of 35,000 fan suggestions.51 Next, Darwin hired 34-year-
old Tom Maloney – fresh from being named The Sporting 
News’ 1991 Minor-League Executive of the Year – as his 
general manager.52 Darwin was drawn to Maloney’s previ-
ous expertise in securing broadcasting deals during his 
time with the Denver Zephyrs. Maloney wasted no time in 
trying to put together a radio and television package for 
the Lynx. “Radio is essential to any ball club,” he told 
the Ottawa Citizen. “We have to maximize all revenue 
streams and radio and television are certainly two big are-
as. They are also two great marketing tools.”53 

Maloney’s hire doubled the size of Ottawa’s front office – 
the only other employee at the time was Darwin’s daugh-
ter, Nancy, who served as the club’s interim director of 
operations.54 

The ballclub wrote to the 6,000 fans who paid $25 (C) 
apiece to have priority access to season tickets for the 
Lynx’s first season.55 Season tickets to the 71 home games 
were priced between $298.20 and $596.40 (C), while sin-
gle-game tickets were available from $4 to $8 (C).56 The 
club opted to reserve 2,500 seats in the 10,000-seat ball-
park to sell in groups or packages. 

Construction started in June 1992, leaving a mere nine 
months until Opening Day.57 Even before the first shovel 
was in the ground, the club had sold nearly 4,000 season 
tickets. Maloney had his sights set on selling 7,500. 

In September 1992 the Lynx made another significant off-
field move by becoming the Triple-A affiliate of the Mon-
treal Expos.58 Maloney secured a deal with local television 
station CHRO to broadcast 30 games throughout the 
Lynx’ first season. Selling radio rights to Lynx games, 
however, proved more challenging.59 The club eventually 
sold its French-language radio rights to CKCH-AM, which 
already broadcast Expos games.60 

For their stadium dining experience, the club drew inspi-
ration from the Blue Jays, who operated the Hard Rock 
Café and Windows restaurants at the SkyDome. These 
establishments welcomed patrons to dine by paying a 
small cover charge, without the need to purchase a game 
ticket. Emulating this successful model, the Lynx opened 
Tufts restaurant to the public. With a captivating view of 
the field, diners could enjoy food and drinks by paying a 
cover charge during ballgames.61 

The Lynx experienced a vibrant atmosphere in their inau-
gural home game, on April 17, 1993, as they welcomed the 
Charlotte Knights, another expansion team, to what was 
then called the Multi-Purpose Recreational Facility.62 The 
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ballpark was packed with 10,332 enthusiastic fans, who 
watched Charlotte defeat the Lynx, 4-3. Throughout that 
season, the Lynx maintained a commendable average 
attendance of 9,772, and concluded the season with a 
respectable record of 73-69. 

However, the following years witnessed a decline in the 
team’s popularity. In 1994 the average attendance 
dropped to 8,929, and this downward trend persisted in 
1995 – the year that Ottawa won its first and only league 
championship – when the team attracted an average of 
6,888 per game.63 

A few theories seek to explain the decline in attendance. 
Ottawa has traditionally been more of a hockey town 
than a baseball one. When the NHL Senators played in 
April and May, many fans opted to attend the hockey 
games instead of supporting the Lynx. This was especial-
ly true at the beginning of the Triple-A season in Ottawa, 
where the weather could be harsh and downright frigid. 
The Ottawa Citizen offered another two 
possible reasons for the decline. “Fans 
didn’t seem to understand that the Lynx 
were a feeder team, and that the parent 
club, the Montreal Expos, would always 
be stealing their best players. The 
homestands were too long, too.”64 Some 
people argued that the Expos’ limited 
spending resulted in lower-quality players 
in their farm club.65 

By 1999 the Lynx’s average attendance 
plummeted to a mere 2,789 fans per 
game, leading Darwin to look for poten-
tial buyers for the team. The diminishing 
attendance figures directly correlated 
with the team’s on-field performance. 
Following their Governor’s Cup victory in 
1995, the Lynx never finished higher than 
fourth place from 1996 to 2000. 

Later it was claimed that the club had been neglecting its 
sponsors, especially when attendance dropped and their 
investment didn’t bring in as much exposure.66 This left 
some members of the city’s business community feeling 
unappreciated, causing them to question whether they 
should keep supporting the club. 

The Pecor Era (2000-2006) 

In the spring of 2000, Ray Pecor, a prosperous Vermont 
businessman, emerged as a promising candidate to pur-
chase the team. Darwin said that Pecor, who built his 
fortune as the owner of a successful ferry company, first 
approached him in August 1999 to explore a potential 
sale. He claimed that Pecor, who also owned the Montre-
al Expos’ Class A affiliate in Vermont, was “one of the 
nine people who have shown interest” in purchasing the 
Lynx. Darwin set the asking price for the ballclub at $10 

million (C), according to the Ottawa Citizen.67 

Pecor soon emerged as the front-runner to buy the team. 
Two major obstacles stood in the way of a sale. The first, 
which was relatively easy to overcome, involved getting 
the approval of the International League, minor-league 
baseball owners and the baseball commissioner’s office. 
The second and more challenging one was to work out 
new financial arrangements with the city. Darwin said he 
had paid the city a half-million dollars in 1999 to use the 
ballpark – now called JetForm Park – and he and Pecor 
wanted to lower that to a base rent plus a share of the at-
tendance revenue.68 

The city council agreed to review the lease terms, and 
Darwin and Pecor reached a tentative deal. They agreed 
that Darwin would retain a 25 percent stake in the Lynx, 
while Pecor would acquire the rest. Pecor also pledged to 
keep the team in the city for at least five years, and to cov-
er the outstanding $2.8 million (C) debt on the ballpark if 

he relocated the team before the lease 
expired in 2009. The city agreed to lower 
the rent to $108,000 (C) a season, along 
with taking a cut of the club’s ticket 
sales.69 

Pecor’s purchase of the team was ap-
proved by the International League dur-
ing a half-hour conference call on the 
morning of May 26, 2000. “I’m proud to 
have brought baseball to Ottawa, but it’s 
time to move and get new blood,” Darwin 
told the Ottawa Citizen. “I’m very pleased 
that the club is staying in Ottawa and I 
want it to be successful.”70 

On June 19, 2000, Pecor acquired majori-
ty ownership of the Lynx for approxi-
mately $7 million (US). This investment 
also granted Pecor the rights to operate 

and manage JetForm Park through a renegotiated lease 
agreement with the city. As part of the agreement, Darwin 
would maintain his 25 percent stake in the team until 
January 1, 2001. At the start of the new year, Darwin sold 
his remaining shares to Pecor for an undisclosed amount. 
The new owner wasted no time beefing up the team’s 
marketing staff, adding two new salespeople, and setting 
his sights on Ottawa’s business community as well as po-
tential fans across the Ottawa River in the neighboring 
province of Quebec.71 Pecor also swiftly reduced parking 
fees from $5.50 to $2 (C).72 

He and new general manager Kyle Bostwick also sought 
to put some distance between the new regime and the old 
one. They retired the team’s popular mascot, Lenny the 
Lynx, changed the club’s uniforms, and adopted an ag-
gressive new logo.73 “This season we will have an oppor-
tunity to put our stamp on the club,” Pecor told 
the Ottawa Citizen in November 2000.74 Changing the 
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team’s moniker wasn’t on the table. “We didn’t want to 
change the name because people like the name and it was 
chosen by the people of Ottawa,” Bostwick told 
the Citizen. “But we wanted to get rid of any association 
with any bad experiences people might have had in the 
past. We want to start fresh.”75 

The new owner was not immediately embraced by Otta-
wa’s business community. Bostwick lamented to 
the Citizen that his four-person sales team often couldn’t 
get their phone calls returned. “We have to convince 
them we’re not the same team,” he said.76 

The Lynx finished Pecor’s first full season as the owner 
with a 68-76 record, their sixth consecutive losing cam-
paign. They also averaged the lowest attendance in the 14
-team league, with 2,944 fans per game. Every other team 
drew at least 4,000 on average. Bostwick confirmed to 
the Citizen that the club lost money, but he did not dis-
close the amount. Some of those losses resulted from one
-time spending to upgrade the ballpark’s luxury boxes 
and buying new food-preparation equipment after the 
team took over concession sales. Bostwick also said the 
club increased its marketing budget to record lev-
els.77 Pecor later claimed he was losing $1 million (C) a 
year on the team.78 

At the beginning of the 2002 season, Pecor issued a state-
ment warning that relocation might be necessary if the 
team couldn’t attract a minimum of 4,000 fans per game. 
Mobley, the president of the International League, ex-
pressed his disappointment regarding the Lynx’s attend-
ance. While Mobley acknowledged the efforts of Bostwick 
and his staff, he emphasized the need for improved at-
tendance. “We need to start seeing some results, begin-
ning with this month and on through the summer,” he 
said. “If that doesn’t happen, I’m sure Pecor and I will be 
sitting down to see where things are.”79 A few months 
later, Pecor offered a glimpse of the club’s financial situa-
tion. “It’s not going to be $300,000 or $400,000 (C),” he 
said of the team’s projected losses. “It’s going to be sub-
stantial.”80 

In August, Mobley traveled to Ottawa to meet with Pecor 
and Bostwick at the ballpark, with the team’s attendance 
as the main focus of the agenda.81 Mobley didn’t mince 
words about the possibility of the team leaving Ottawa if 
the crowds didn’t improve. “We’ve got a situation here 
where (Pecor) is losing millions of dollars,” he said. 
“That’s not a good situation for a man or for a league. 
There needs to be a reason to stay here, and right now 
that’s not being demonstrated.”82 

With the specter of relocation hanging over the Lynx, the 
team severed its 10-year relationship with the Expos in 
September 2002 and signed a two-year agreement with 
the Baltimore Orioles.83 That prompted speculation the 
Lynx would move after the 2003 season.84 Mobley openly 
mused about relocation. “We’re looking at better op-

tions,” he said in June 2003. “I don’t think we’ve seen 
anything different (from last year). We have to be realis-
tic. I guess, if something miraculous happened, it could 
change, but I would say the clock is probably ticking. 
We’re looking through different scenarios right now.”85 

Running the team was costing Pecor around $3 million 
(C) annually, and he estimated he was losing between 
$700,000 and $1 million (C) a year.86 In order to make a 
profit, the Lynx needed to attract approximately 4,500 
fans per game. Even though he was losing money, Pecor 
raised the team’s marketing budget to $300,000 (C) for 
the 2004 season, aiming to draw an average of 5,000 fans 
per game.87 

However, average attendance continued to hover around 
the 2,100 mark, nearly identical to the team’s levels at the 
tail end of Darwin’s ownership.88 Pecor approached the 
city about changing the terms of the stadium lease to al-
low for other events.89 He ruled out hosting concerts due 
to concerns about potential noise complaints, but sug-
gested that a temporary dome in the winter could allow 
for events during the offseason. City officials speculated 
that Pecor had intentions of selling the Triple-A team and 
seeking an independent replacement for the stadi-
um.90 That left questions around what would happen if it 
lost its main tenant. The land surrounding the stadium 
was appraised at approximately $5.6 million (C) by the 
city, while the estimated cost to replace the stadium was 
set at $20 million (C).91 

Meanwhile, rumors began circulating that the Orioles 
were considering purchasing the team and moving it to 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.92 The city had caught Pecor’s 
attention as a possible future home for the Lynx. Never-
theless, it seemed likely that the Lynx would return to 
Ottawa for the 2005 season. 

However, during the summer of 2005, reports started 
surfacing indicating that US sports entrepreneurs Joseph 
Finley and Craig Stein, who between them owned three 
other minor-league ballclubs, had intentions to acquire 
the Lynx.93 Their plan was to move the team to Allen-
town, Pennsylvania, with the relocation scheduled for the 
2008 season.94 

The credibility of these reports seemed to gain weight 
when, in early July, the Pennsylvania legislature voted in 
favor of financing the debt for a new stadium in Allen-
town, projected to cost approximately $34.3 million (US), 
through an increase to the state’s hotel tax.95 Pecor main-
tained that he wanted to keep the team in Ottawa, but he 
made it clear that relocation remained a possibility if at-
tendance didn’t improve.96 

In December, Finley and Stein took a significant step by 
putting down a $750,000 (US) nonrefundable deposit 

(Continued on page 11) 
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through their company, Gracie Baseball, to secure a Tri-
ple-A ballclub.97 They also agreed contribute $1.35 mil-
lion (US) to a capital fund designated for significant re-
pairs and miscellaneous expenses, to be paid over a span 
of 29 years. The state, which had already agreed to con-
tribute $12 million (US) toward the $34 million (US) sta-
dium, upped its share by an additional $5 million (US), 
bringing its commitment to the project to $17 million 
(US).98 All signs seemed to be pointing to the Lynx mov-
ing south of the border. 

Joseph Finley and Craig Stein (2006-2008) 

In June 2006, news outlets in Pennsylvania reported that 
Stein and Finley had acquired the Lynx as part of a com-
plex farm-club exchange between the Philadelphia Phil-
lies and Baltimore Orioles.99 The news coincided with city 
officials in Allentown giving their approval for the con-
struction of a $34 million (US) ballpark, which was 
scheduled to be completed in time for the 2008 sea-
son.100 Both the Lynx and the International League de-
nied the reports of a sale.101 

Throughout the 2006 season, the Lynx consistently 
struggled with the lowest attendance in the 
league.102 Uncertainty loomed over the team’s future as 
Pecor stated that the Lynx would continue playing in Ot-
tawa for the 2007 season, but he offered no guarantees 
beyond that. Tensions heightened after a meeting be-
tween Pecor and Ottawa Mayor Bob Chiarelli on August 
24, 2006, to discuss the parking situation at the stadi-
um.103 Pecor vehemently denied reports suggesting that 
he had informed the city about the Lynx’s impending de-
parture. 

He sold the team four days later.104 

Under the terms of the deal, Finley and Stein would be-
come majority owners of the team, with Pecor retaining 
an undisclosed minority stake.105 Although the move to 
Pennsylvania wasn’t made official until nearly a year lat-
er, the ballclub would remain in Ottawa for the 2007 sea-
son before moving to the newly built 7,000-seat stadium 
in Allentown in 2008 to become the Lehigh Valley 
IronPigs. The team also signed a two-year deal to become 
the Phillies’ farm club after the Orioles ended their affilia-
tion with the Lynx in favor of the Norfolk Tides.106 

The City of Ottawa and Pecor wasted no time engaging in 
legal and financial wrangling shortly after news of the 
sale broke. Chiarelli contended that Pecor still owed the 
city nearly $3 million (C) in assumed debt from the club’s 
purchase from Darwin.107 Pecor shot back, suing the city 
for $10.7 million (C), arguing that between 1998 and 
2000, hundreds of parking spaces were sold and not re-
placed, leading to insufficient parking at the stadium and 
contributing to the team’s poor attendance.108 Pecor also 
asserted that he shouldn’t have to pay a $200,000 (C) 
penalty for leaving Ottawa before his lease expired in 

2009. The city counter-sued for $2.7 million (C).109 Pecor 
later offered to drop the lawsuit if the city agreed to waive 
its claim.110 

The 2007 season ended without any official notice to the 
city about the Lynx’s plan to move to Allentown. This cre-
ated a predicament for the Can-Am league (Canadian 
American Association of Professional Baseball), which 
had expressed an interest in fielding a team at the stadi-
um once the Lynx relocated to Pennsylvania.111 But the 
league needed to know if the stadium would be available 
for the 2008 season so it could announce its schedule at 
the end of October 2007. Can-Am Commissioner Miles 
Wolff met with city officials and Lynx GM Bostwick to 
discuss the league’s proposal for a new team in Otta-
wa.112 The Lynx offered stadium assets worth nearly $1 
million (C) to the city if it dropped the lawsuit. Otherwise, 
the team planned to sell off the assets themselves. Neither 
side budged. The city set a deadline for the Lynx to pro-
vide written notice of their departure by October 5, or else 
it would be assumed that the team intended to play in 
Ottawa for the 2008 season. That deadline came and 
went without a response from the Lynx.113 

The city agreed to let the Can-Am league take over the 
Lynx’s remaining two lease seasons, allowing the team to 
move to Allentown and rebrand as the IronPigs.114 While 
this arrangement removed any penalties for Pecor’s early 
departure of the Lynx before the lease ended, the city still 
expected him to repay the outstanding $3 million (C) 
debt. 

Ottawa’s Can-Am franchise, the Rapidz, had a short-lived 
existence, playing only one season. They finished last in 
the standings and accumulated a debt of $1.4 million (C) 
owed to about 150 creditors.115 The club claimed that the 
city wanted to increase its yearly rent tenfold, from 
$108,000 to $1.1 million (C), once the Lynx’s original 
lease expired at the end of the 2009 season. Wolff was 
hopeful that Can-Am baseball could come back to Ottawa 
in 2009. He noted that the Rapidz generated approxi-
mately $1.5 million (C) in revenue during their sole sea-
son.116 

The city and Pecor settled their lawsuit in 2011, with the 
former Lynx owner agreeing to pay $1.95 million 
(C).117 However, the legal dispute stemming from the 
Lynx situation continued with another team. The owners 
of the Rapidz filed a $3 million (C) lawsuit against both 
the city and the Can-Am League. The Rapidz took their 
case all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada, which 
upheld the lower court’s decision to dismiss the law-
suit.118 

The departure of the Lynx marked the end of an era for 
baseball in Ottawa. However, the city’s love for the sport 
endured. Following the void left by the Lynx, Ottawa wel-
comed a succession of new teams, including the latest 
addition of a Frontier League team, the Titans, represent-
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ing the fourth franchise to call the capital home since the 
Lynx’s departure. Meanwhile, under the ownership of 
Finley and Stein, the Lehigh Valley IronPigs continue to 
flourish, ensuring that Ottawa’s baseball legacy remains 
alive and well. 

Ottawa’s commitment to the game goes beyond memo-
ries of the Lynx. The city’s collective passion and unwa-
vering support fuel the sport’s growth. Whether reminisc-
ing about the historic era or celebrating the current 
achievements of the Frontier League team, Ottawa’s love 
for baseball continues to resonate throughout the com-
munity. This commitment ensures that the sights and 
sounds of baseball will continue to be enjoyed by fans 
throughout the city for years to come, creating lasting 
memories and uniting them in their shared passion for 
the game. 
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Independent league contributions to Major League team rosters in 2023 
by Robert Schulz 

A  total of sixty players with connections to the Independent Leagues dotted the rosters of Major League teams in 
2023. The breakdown of players includes six outfielders, four infielders and one catcher. Pitchers being the larg-
est group at 49. 

A further breakdown has seven players making their MLB debut. Three of these players started their pro career in Inde-
pendent Leagues. Another seven players returned to the Majors after spending time in the Independent Leagues and 46 
players from previous years continuing their MLB careers. 

As of the start of 2023 the American Association, Atlantic, Frontier and Pioneer leagues have been designated as MLB 
Partner leagues. What does this mean? Possibly an increase in the number of former Independent League players on 
MLB rosters in the future. 

 

Rookies  Position Team  Independent season + team  League 

Tristan Gray  infield  Tampa Bay 2020 Sugar Land Skeeters  Constellation Energy  

David Hamilton  infield  Boston  2020 Texas    Constellation Energy  

Alec Marsh  RHP  Kansas City 2020 Eastern Reyes   Constellation Energy  

J P Martinez  outfield  Texas  2017 Trois Rivieres   CAN - AM 

Brett Sullivan  catcher  San Diego 2020 Sloths    Constellation Energy   

Joey Wiemer  outfield  Milwaukee 2020 Birmingham/Bloomfield  United Shore  

Randy Wynne  RHP  Cincinnati 2018 Evansville    Frontier  

       2017 Birmingham/Bloomfield  United Shore      

Martinez, Wiemer and Wynne all started their pro career in the Independent Leagues. 

Players returning to MLB in 2023 

Player   Position + MLB Team Independent Year/Team League 

Kyle Barraclough RHP Boston   2023 High Point  Atlantic 

Matt Carasiti  RHP Colorado   2022 Long Island  Atlantic 

Brett Kennedy  RHP Cincinnati   2022-23 Long Island  Atlantic 

Michael Mariot  RHP Cincinnati   2023 Cleburne   American Association 

Brock Stewart  RHP Minnesota   2020 Chicago   City of Champions 

Julio Teheran  RHP Milwaukee   2020 Staten Island  Atlantic 

Michael Tonkin  RHP Atlanta   2019+21 Long Island  Atlanta 

 

Players continuing their MLB career in 2023 

Fernando Abad – Colorado 

Nick Anderson – Atlanta 

Andrew Bellati – Philadelphia 

Anthony Bender - Miami 40 man roster but injured all season 

Will Benson – Cincinnati 

Brennan Bernardino – Boston 
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Huascar Brazoban – Miami 

John Brebbia - San Francisco 

Conner Capel – Oakland 

Jose Cisnero – Detroit 

Kody Clemens  - Philadelphia 

Jake Cousins – Milwaukee 

Fernando Cruz – Cincinnati 

Jose Cuas - Kansas City 

Chase DeJong – Philadelphia 

Matt Dermody – Boston 

Matt Gage – Houston 

Luis Garcia - San Diego 

Logan Gillaspie – Baltimore 

Kevin Herget -  Cincinnati 

Rich Hill – Pittsburgh 

Michael Kelly – Cleveland 

Jake Latz – Houston 

Casey Lawrence - St. Louis 

Mark Leiter JR. -  Chicago Cubs 

Andres Machado – Washington  

(Continued from page 15) Chris Martin – Boston 

Tyler Matzek -  Atlanta 40 man roster but injured all sea-
son 

Taylor Motter - St. Louis 

Vinny Nittoli - New York Mets 

Sean Nolin – Miami 

Adam Oller – Oakland 

Kaleb Ort – Boston 

Connor Overton – Cincinnati 

James Paxton - Boston 

David Peralta - Los Angeles Dodgers 

Trevor Richards  - Toronto  

David Robertson - New York Mets and Miami 

Drew Rucinski – Oakland 

Max Scherzer - New York Mets + Texas 

Tayler Scott - Los Angeles Dodgers, Boston and Oakland 

Caleb Thielbar Minnesota 

Justin Topa -  Seattle 

Ildemaro Vargas – Washington 

Zach Weiss - Los Angeles Angels and Boston 

Rob Zastryzny -  Pittsburgh. 

Note: Casey Lawrence and Rob Zastryzny signed with 

Some interesting new Minor 
League Managers in 2023 

by Robert Schulz 

There were five rookie Minor League Managers in 2023 
that never played professionally: 

Liam Carroll with Salem Red Sox of the Carolina League. 
He was born in England and at age 41 made his North 
American debut after a career of playing and coaching in 
his home country.  

Craig Conklin with Lansing Lugnuts of the Midwest 
League.  

Ronnie Gajownik with Hillsboro Hops of the Northwest 
League. She joins Rachel Balkovec as the second woman 
to Manage in the Minors. Balkovec managed Tampa of 
the Florida State League in both 2022 and 2023. 

Jeff Knackstedt with San Jose Giants of the California 
League.  

Frank Maldonado with the Tampa Bay entry in the Flori-
da Complex league.  

Former Minor league players 

Greg Brodzinski manager for Jersey Shore of the South 
Atlantic League was the Bullpen catcher/coach for the 
Philadelphia Phillies from 2020-21. 

Jacob Heyward manager for San Francisco Giants Arizo-
na Complex League is the brother of MLB player Jason 
Heyward. 

Nick Lovullo manager for Chicago Cubs Arizona Com-
plex League is the son of former MLB player Torey Lov-
ullo. 
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A Tale of Two Koch Brothers 
by John Iachetta 

R ay Koch was always daring. He would give fans 
"the heebie-jeebies trying to turn singles into 
doubles" , and was apt to field balls hit to 2nd 

base "while turning a flip-flop or while sliding on his ear." 
And no one was Joe Gordon's regular double-play partner 
longer than him - Gordon was never paired so close or so 
long with Phil Rizzuto or Frankie Crosetti.  
 
Ray Koch & Joe Gordon first played together in high 
school and Junior American Legion ball in Portland. They 
were inseparable as amateurs - the only time they were 
not on the same team was in 1933, when as college fresh-
men Gordon played for the University of Oregon and 
Koch played for Western Oregon University. Koch trans-
ferred to the University of Oregon in 1934, and for two 
years they were "Oregon's greatest collegiate infield com-
bination in history." Oregon won the Northwest Confer-
ence both years. In 1935 Gordon (.415) was named All-
Conference shortstop and Koch (.319) was All-Conference 
second baseman. Gordon was All-Conference shortstop in 
1934, but as I am unable to find the list I don't know 
whether Koch was also All-Conference. As Koch led Ore-
gon with a .370 average, he probably was.  
 
In the summer they played in the Oregon State League - 
for Ray Brooks' West Side Babes in 1932, the Salem Sena-
tors in 1933, the Eugene Townies in 1934, and the Hop 
Golds in 1935.   

As of August 22, 1934, Gordon was hitting .420 for the 
Townies and Koch was hitting .405.  
 
By 1935, major league scouts thronged the stands to 
watch them, and before the end of the year Koch & Gor-
don had both left college and signed with the New York 
Yankees. Their coach at the University of Oregon, How-
ard Hobson, unsuccessfully tried to convince them to fin-
ish school first, but they were too intent on their major 
league dreams to heed him.  
 
They left college and signed with the Yankees together, 
but their paths diverged from there. In 1936 Gordon was 
sent to Oakland of the Pacific Coast League, where he 
hit .300. By 1938 he was the starting second baseman for 
the New York Yankees, and was on his way to the Hall of 
Fame. 
 
By 1938, Ray Koch was "working in Portland". In 1936 he 
had been sent to class-C Joplin, and hit .261 without pow-
er. He also hurt his knee. He never played in pro ball 
again. 

He continued to play in the Oregon State League and in 
1941 he was joined on the Eugene Athletics by his young-

er brother, Barney Koch. 

Barney Koch was just eighteen years old in 1941 when he 
joined Ray with Eugene. Barney had begun in the State 
League in 1940 with the Portland Babes, managed by Ray 
Brooks, the same team and the same manager that Ray 
Koch and Joe Gordon had begun with eight years earlier. 

In 1942, as a college freshman, Barney became varsity 
second baseman of the University of Oregon, and by 1943 
he had become the top amateur second baseman in Ore-
gon. He spent that summer playing with the champion 
Portland Firemen of the Portland City League. The age of 
the average Fireman was a mere 18 years and two 
months, but they were utterly dominant. Up to July 27 
they had won 11 games and lost one, scoring 142 runs and 
allowing 13. Barney Koch hit .583, with 35 hits in 60 at-
bats. The only pitcher to beat the Firemen was a major 
league veteran, Sergeant Jack Knott of the Camp Adair 
Timber Wolves, who defeated them 4-0, July 16, in the 
final round of the Oregon semi-pro tournament. Koch 
was named the best infielder of the state tournament.  

The champion soldier Timber Wolves were unable to 
travel to Wich-
ita, Kansas for 
the national 
semi-pro tour-
nament, so the 
Firemen repre-
sented Oregon 
in their place. 
Despite their 
youth and 
competition 
from teams 
with players 
such as Pete 
Reiser and 
Cecil Travis, 
the Firemen 
finished 7th 
nationally.  

After the tour-
nament Ray 
Brooks, "Mr. 
Oregon Semi-
Pro Baseball 
himself" and manager of the Firemen, had eight of his 
players in the Dodgers try-out camp. The Dodgers signed 
one of them: Barney Koch.  

In 1943, second base for the Brooklyn Dodgers had been 
manned by Hall of Famer Billy Herman, who hit .330 
with 100 runs batted in and 193 hits. In 1945, Eddie 
Stanky would play second base for the Dodgers, scoring 
128 runs on the strength of 148 walks.  
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1944 was a second-base Brooklyn trolley wreck. 10 differ-
ent players spent time at 2nd, none starting more than 58 
games there. The fill-in with the fourth-most starts at 2nd 
(26) was Barney Koch.  

Koch had started the 1944 season with the International 
League Montreal Royals but was called up to Brooklyn in 
late July. In his debut on July 23, the first game of a dou-
ble-header against the Pittsburgh Pirates, Barney batted 
lead-off and hit three singles. That would remain his ma-
jor league career high in hits forever.  
 

Just 21, Barney 
finished the 1944 
season with 
a .219 average in 
33 games for the 
Dodgers, and 
a .252 average 
with 48 runs 
scored in 82 
games for Mon-
treal. He hit 11 
doubles, 2 triples, 
and 0 home runs. 
His most notable 
quality was prob-
ably his weight: 
weighing but 140 
pounds, he was 
the lightest major 
leaguer of the 
1940s.  
 
In 1945, Koch 
declined to sign 
his Dodgers con-

tract in order to attend college through summer. 
 
Like his brother Ray, Barney Koch had left the University 
of Oregon to play pro baseball. Unlike Ray, he left the 
pros on his own terms: he quit the Dodgers and finished 
college.  
 
But he didn't stop playing baseball. He spent 1945 playing 
with the Giustina Reds of the Cascade League. In 16 
games he batted a sweet .313 with 20 hits, 13 runs scored, 
and 9 stolen bases. Surprisingly, given his customary lack 
of power, he also led the league in home runs, with 4.  

He had a spectacular semi-pro career in Oregon which 
lasted until 1953. He led the Cascade League in batting in 
1948, with a .416 mark. In 1949 he played with Roseburg 
of the Southwestern Oregon League and was named the 
team's MVP, hitting .389. In 1951 he was a member of the 

(Continued from page 17) state champion Coos Bay - North Bend club.  

Barney became the baseball and basketball coach of the 
high school Grant Generals, and was with them from 
1950 to 1960. His teams won 5 Portland Inter-Scholastic 
League titles and two state titles (1951, 1958). He was in-
ducted into the Portland Interscholastic League Hall of 
Fame in 2005.  

Ray Koch became a golfer, and was the club manager of 
Inglewood Golf & Country Club of Seattle for a number of 
years.  

The (Bloomington) Pantagraph Jun 1, 1920  



 

Beating the Bushes 19  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 20  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 21  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 22  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 23  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 24  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 25  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 26  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 27  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 28  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 29  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 30  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 31  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 32  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 33  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 34  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 35  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 36  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 37  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 38  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 39  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 40  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 41  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 42  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 43  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 44  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 45  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 46  Fall 2023 



 

Beating the Bushes 47  Fall 2023 


