
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 28, 2017 

Little Rock, Arkansas   

 

The Robinson-Kell SABR chapter met at the Central Arkansas Library at 12:00 p.m.  There were 17 

members and guests present.   

The guest speaker was former major league pitcher 

Rick Croushore, accompanied by his son Jake, who 

recounted his unlikely path to the major leagues.  

Born in Lakehurst, New Jersey, he fell in love with the 

game at a very young age and attended high school 

in Mt. Vernon, Virginia, less than two miles from 

George Washington’s plantation.  He broke his ankle 

playing hockey which limited him to just one inning 

pitched in his senior year of high school.  An 

accomplished tennis player, he moved to Houston 

after his senior year to play tennis but was lured back 

to baseball when he stumbled upon an independent 

league game one night and while watching talked to 

the coach’s wife, who encouraged him to give it a try.  

After playing two months he was recruited by 

Hutchinson Junior College in Hutchinson, Kansas.  In his second year, after bailing out a starter with 

4.1 innings of relief and then three hours later hurling 6.2 innings in his scheduled start, Rick was 

noticed by a scout from George Mason University from his home state of Virginia. 

While Rick was playing in an industrial league before signing with George Mason, Rick’s father invited 

a scout from James Madison University to watch Rick pitch.  Although Rick was ejected as part of a 

fight after just one inning, he impressed the scout and signed with JMU, where he would star on a 

team that produced two other players, Mike Mitchell and Mike Hubbard, who would reach the 

majors. After not being drafted following his junior year, Rick believed he could sign as an amateur 

free agent due to his year off before starting college his college career.  Before a game at Maryland 

during his senior year, a Cardinals scout told him, “we will sign you, if you touch 90 (mph)”.  Rick 

turned out to be draft-eligible but was not selected so he was signed by the Cardinals, who sent him 

 



to A-ball in Glens Fall, New York and Madison, Wisconsin (which he said was his favorite town among 

his playing stops).   

Rick spent part of 1996 and 1997 in AA ball in Little Rock with the Arkansas Travelers, where he met 

his wife Tammy.  During his stay with the Travs, Rick was part of a great pitching staff that in late July 

had all five starters in the top seven spots in the Texas League ERA list.  Rick, at second place in the 

league, joked that he bragged to his teammates that he was going to lead the way and then promptly 

had several bad outings and dropped to seventh or eighth.   

During his stint at AAA in Louisville 

and Memphis, Rick learned to 

throw a screwball, which he said 

helped him move up quickly to the 

majors.  He made his debut against 

the Marlins on May 18, 1998, which 

included a triple off the wall by 

Mike Piazza.  It was Piazza’s only 

triple in his short five game stay 

with the Marlins and just one of 

eight in his career.  Rick remarked 

that later in his career Piazza hit a line drive homer against him that went off the apple in CF at Shea 

Stadium.  Rick spent the rest of the 1998 season with the team, meaning that he was there to see 

Mark McGwire hit 70 homers to break Roger Maris’ single-season record, while also surrendering 

Sammy Sosa’s 44th homer of the 66 he hit that season.  Rick recounted that because he wore #24 and 

McGwire wore #25, their lockers were placed side-by-side during road trips.  Rick said that after 

McGwire reached specific milestones during the 1998 and 1999 seasons, he would autograph 

baseballs with the milestone listed and give one to each member of the team.  Rick also recounted 

that at the end of the 1998 season, McGwire was giving away game-worn items and that he gave Rick 

the left shoe that he wore when he hit homers #64 to #70.   

In his rookie season, Rick was 0-3 with 8 saves 

in 41 games.  His first major league win came 

on June 6, 1999, at Detroit’s Tiger Stadium.  

Growing up Dodger fan, Rick told how during 

his first trip to Dodger Stadium, he stood on 

third base and then walked across to first 

base to pay homage to his heroes Ron Cey 

and Steve Garvey.  Later Tony LaRussa called 

him the office and introduced him to Vin 

Scully and Sandy Koufax. Rick also told how his relationship soured with McGwire when Rick 

expressed desire to accept MLB’s offer for the Cardinals to face the Mets in a series in Japan to open 

the 2000 season.  The offer would have paid each member of the team $38,000 and would have given 

them time to tour Japan but McGwire did not want to go, so the team voted against the trip. 



 

Following the 1999 season, Rick was traded to Colorado who planned to make him a starter in AAA 

but he was recalled in early April and was 2-0 in relief before spending most of the season back in AAA 

before being traded to Boston, where he was 0-1 in five games in September. 

In January 2001, he was traded to the Mets and attended spring 

training with them.  He found out years later from manager Bobby 

Valentine that they only intended to use him as “an insurance 

policy” and he did not make the team, although he had a memorable 

experience when Sandy Koufax showed up with pitching coach 

Charlie Hough to watch his bullpen workout with Mike Piazza and 

then stuck around talking to him for over an hour.  

After tearing his labrum throwing bunting practice to pitchers in 

spring training 2001, Rick had it repaired by famed surgeon James 

Andrews.  The following season Rick was with the Tamp Bay Devil 

Rays’ AAA Durham Bulls when they won the league championship in 

their 100th anniversary season.  Rick had four saves and a win in the 

playoffs and said it was the only championship team he ever played 

on.  After pitching for three AAA teams in 2003, Rick reinjured his arm and retired rather than endure 

surgery and a one-year rehab. 

Asked what memorabilia he kept form his career, Rick said that he had given away many of his old 

jerseys but one of his favorites that he kept was from a “Futures” game.  He like it because of the 

unique nature of the uniform and knew that it would never be worn again by any team.  He also told 

how a card collector later sent him about 900 copies of Rick’s rookie baseball card.  Near the end of 

his talk, Rick seemed to sum up his career when he commented that he was “a fan who played in the 

majors”.   

 

Jim Yeager gave the first presentation of the 

meeting with “A League of Their Own”, the latest 

installment of his “Back Roads and Ballplayers” 

series.  This installment focused on the short-lived, 

Class “D” Western Arkansas League of 1924 which 

featured the Atkins Boys, (population 1,529), 

Clarksville Reds  (2,127), Dardanelle White Sox 

(1,835), Paris Blues (1,740), Ozark Bears (1,262), 

and Russellville Miners (4,505). Teams were 

restricted to 12 players including the manager with a salary roll of $1,000. The season consisted of 60 

games, with a split schedule in which the half-season champs meeting in playoff.  The season ran from 

May 5 to August 15 with two- game series on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday.   



 
Jacoway                         Selph                          Morehead 

Ouachita Players Lead Dardanelle To Pennant 

Of the approximately  125 players in the league, 56 played on minor league teams outside WAL and 

four would go on to play in the majors.  These were Bill Fincher (St. Louis Browns, 1916), Jake Freeze 

(Chicago White Sox, 1925), Carey Selph (St. Louis Cardinals, 1929 and Chicago White Sox, 1932), and 

Al Williamson (one appearance with 1928 Chicago White Sox).  

In the first half of the season, 

Dardanelle defeated Russellville in a 

playoff after both team finished with 

a 17-13 record.  Ozark finished last, 

just four games back with a record of 

13-17.  In the second half, 

Russellville, Clarksville, and Atkins 

tied for first place, but in a meeting 

of league directors, Russellville was 

given a game previously won by Atkins on the ground that Atkins used an illegal player. The decision 

of the directors placed Russellville in first place with a 19-11 record, one game ahead of Clarksville.  

Russellville would go on to win the overall league championship series over Dardanelle.      

After finishing his presentation, Jim handed out a 32-page booklet that included a recap of the WAL 

season, including local newspapers articles, info and pictures of notable players, and a roster of league 

players. 

Caleb Hardwick followed with “The Ultimate All-Arkansas Leader Board” in which he presented 

various lists showing the rankings of “native” Arkansans.  For purposes of his list, he defined “native” 

as Individuals who lived in Arkansas for at least six years of school-age youth (ages 6-18) which 

included players born out of state (e.g. Bill Dickey, Schoolboy Rowe,) but eliminated birth-only 

Arkansans (e.g. Lou Brock, Arky Vaughan, Willie Davis,) and non-natives who lived in Arkansas (e.g. 

Willis Hudlin, George Harper, Odell Hale) 

Interesting nuggets from these lists included: 

• Arky Biggs of Greenbrier played 2,059 minor league games and collected 2,622 hits from 1934 

to 1951, the most hit of any Arkansan who never made the major leagues. 

• Roy Sanner of Arkinda (Little River) hit 220 career minor 

league homers, the most of any Arkansan who never made 

the major leagues.  In 1948, Sanner, playing for Houma, LA, 

in the Class D Evangeline League won the batting Triple 

Crown with a .386 average with 34 homers and 126 RBIs.  He 

also came very close to winning the pitching Triple Crown 

that same season.  He was 21-2 with a 251 strikeouts and a 

2.58 ERA.  He finished one win, eight strikeouts and just 

more than two-tenths of a point (0.21) on his ERA from the league leaders.  



• Two Arkansans pitchers collected 300 wins in their professional career – Jimmy Zinn with 308 

from 1915 to 1939 and Harry Kelley with 307 from 1923 to 1944. 

• Three Arkansans produced a 40-home run season – Pat Seerey with 46 in 1950 while splitting 

time with Colorado Springs (Western League) and Memphis (Southern Association), Roy 

Sanner in 1952 with Texarkana (Big State League) and Smead Jolley with 45 in 1928 for San 

Francisco (Pacific Coast League).  

• Four Arkansans collected 3,000 or more hits in their 

professional career – Smead Jolley (3,564) Brooks Robinson 

(3,209), Torii Hunter (3,093) and Ray Powell (3,084+).  Bryant 

Nelson was still active in organized baseball at the end of the 

2016 season with a career total of 2,933, none of them in the 

majors. 

• Four Arkansans collected 275 or more homers in their 

professional career – Tori Hunter (418) Smead Jolley (382), 

Brooks Robinson (295) and Kevin McReynolds (276).  

 

Fred Worth gave a brief report on some of the more interesting, obscure, and hard-to-find cemeteries 

that he has visited while researching the final resting places of former major league players.  Fred also 

presented “Amusing Facts about the 500 Home Run Club”.  Highlights included: 

• Hank Aaron hit the most homers in his home ballpark.  His 385 is two more than Barry Bonds. 

• The highest percentage of homers slugged at home belongs to Mel 

Ott who hit 63.21% of his 511 career homers at the Polo Grounds.  

The lowest percentage of homers hit at home is David Ortiz with just 

44.55%.  

• The highest percentage of home runs versus right-handed pitchers is 

Ted Williams at 87.72%.  Mark McGwire had the lowest percentage 

of home runs against righties at 51.11%. 

• Barry Bonds and Alex Rodriguez led with 13 consecutive seasons of 

30 or more homers.  Albert Pujols was next with 12 consecutive seasons.  Despite seven 30-

homer seasons, Reggie Jackson never hit 30 or more in back-to-back seasons. 

• Only three members of the members of the 500-home run club failed to hit at least 50% of their 

career homers with one team – Manny Ramirez (49.37% of his 555 homers were with the Red 

Sox), Reggie Jackson (47.78% of his 563 homers were hit for the A’s) and Gary Sheffield (25.34% 

of his 509 homers came with the Dodgers). 



• Five members of the 500-home run club played their entire career with one team – Mike 

Schmidt, Mickey Mantle, Ted Williams, Ernie Banks and Mel Ott.  Gary Sheffield played for the 

most teams (eight). 


