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Upcoming Virtual Events 

Eddie Plank, A Pitchers Journey to the Hall of Fame 
a new book by Keltner Chapter Member Dave Heller 

Tuesday, November 16 @ 7 PM (Central)  

Join us a fellow Keltner Chapter member, Dave 
Heller, discusses his new book, Eddie Plank, A 
Pitchers Journey to the Hall of Fame. 

Dave Heller has written and reported on sports 
for more than 25 years for a myriad of national 
newspapers, magazine and websites. He has 
published four baseball books. Learn more in his 
August Get to Know. 

“Eddie Plank won 326 games and has the most 
complete games and shutouts by a left-handed 
pitcher in Major League history. But how much 
do we know about the hurler best known as “Gettysburg Eddie” 
in his playing days? And what of him that we do know is 
factual? This biography of Plank sorts out the truth and the 
myths—and everything in between—as he made his way from a 
college team in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, all the way to the 
Hall of Fame, 20 years after his death. Along the way, readers 
will discover what made Plank so great, the secrets behind his 
famous crossfire delivery, and more.” 

This well written book will make a great Christmas gift for your 
baseball history buffs (you?). Everyone attending the meeting 

will be included in a drawing to win a copy of the book. 

Register in advance for the virtual meeting here.  After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. 
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Upcoming Events:  

Eddie Plank 

With Dave Heller 

Tuesday, Nov 16 @ 7 PM (Central) 

Register Here 

 
Keltner Book Club 

Thursday, Dec 9 @ 7 PM (Central) 
Our Team with Author Luke Epplin 

Register Here 

 
SABR Brooklyn 19th Century 

Baseball Interdisciplinary         
Virtual Symposium 
November 13-14 

Register Here 

 
Virtual Analytics Conference 

March 18-20, 2022 
Learn More Here 

 
SABR Annual Convention 

SABR 50 
Hyatt Regency Inner Harbor 

Baltimore, MD 
August 17-21, 2022 

Learn More Here 

Direct questions or comments to: 
Dennis D. Degenhardt 
bovine9@icloud.com,  

262-339-9968  
 

KELTNER’S HOT CORNER 

Ken Keltner Badger State Chapter 

 

Keltner Hot Corner Archives 
You can now view or download past copies of the Keltner Hot 

Corner at: Ken Keltner Badger State Newsletters 

Use of Links 
Links in the Keltner Hot Corner are used to enhances the 

articles with the majority going to players SABR BioProject and 
baseball-reference.com   as well as other sites.  

Who is Ken Keltner? See his SABR Biography. 

 

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/gettysburg-eddie-plank/
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/gettysburg-eddie-plank/
https://sabr.app.box.com/s/jbbdu51s3e4hlqubcsrh3p3x777hegkf/file/842941749227
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYufu2hrjsrG9zxgfPL3uXygX6carm6ulb3
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYufu2hrjsrG9zxgfPL3uXygX6carm6ulb3
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYocO6vpjwiE9OZFjl8pUOBtNfwruzRnhjo
https://sabr.org/latest/register-now-for-the-2021-sabr-brooklyn-19th-century-baseball-interdisciplinary-symposium/
http://sabr.org/analytics
https://sabr.org/convention
mailto:bovine9@icloud.com
https://sabr.app.box.com/s/jbbdu51s3e4hlqubcsrh3p3x777hegkf
https://sabr.org/bioproject
https://www.baseball-reference.com/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/ken-keltner/
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Keltner Book Korner 
Book Club News by Mary Shea 

Keltner Book Club Virtual Meeting 
Our Team - The Epic Story of Four Men                                                                                 

and the World Series That Changed Baseball 
by Luke Epplin 

Thursday, December 9th, 7:00 PM CT 
Hey Keltner Bookworms, 

We are excited to announce that the book club is back with a virtual meeting featuring a 
special guest, Luke Epplin, the author of our next selection, Our Team - The Epic Story 
of Four Men and the World Series That Changed Baseball.  It’s about the 1948 
Cleveland Indians, focusing on their four most remarkable figures: Bill Veeck, Larry 
Doby, Satchel Paige, and Bob Feller.  Epplin does an amazing job of presenting the lives 
and legacies of each one while developing the storylines that led to the team’s last 
World Series championship. 

You can find out more about the book and how to purchase it from the publisher here. 

Register in advance for this virtual meeting here.  After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 

Please contact Mary Shea with any questions or comments.  Hope you can join us! 

 

Borchert Field, the Bonus Chapters 
By Bob Buege 

During the February Keltner Book Club meeting featuring Bob Buege and his awesome book, 
Borchert Field Stories from Milwaukee’s Legendary Ballpark, we learned that 13 chapters were not 
included in the book. We asked Bob if he would like to place them in the Hot Corner; he happily 
agreed. We’ll feature one monthly into 2022. Thanks, Bob! 

A Ballpark Is Born 

 In 1961 major league baseball initiated its first expansion in sixty years. The American League  
 added two new franchises, the Los Angeles Angels and the Washington Senators. The new Senators 
filled a vacancy created when the old Senators, owned by Calvin Griffith, packed up their bats and 
moved to Minneapolis-St. Paul, adopting the name Minnesota Twins. 

 Griffith was the nephew and adopted son of Clark Griffith, who owned the sometimes-good, 
sometimes-awful Washington Senators from 1920 to 1955 (“First in war, first in 
peace, and last in the American League”). Clark Griffith, an American League 
pioneer whose name identified Washington’s ballpark for four decades, was 
inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown in 1946 as an executive. 
His credentials as a ballplayer, however, are also substantial and worthy of 
mention. As a five-foot six-inch right-hand hurler, “The Old Fox” notched 237 
victories in the big leagues, surpassing 20 wins seven times in eight seasons.  

 Unlike many owners of ballclubs, Clark Griffith was not born with the 
proverbial silver spoon in his mouth. He was raised in the wilderness of central 
Missouri after the Civil War, in the days when Jesse James and his gang were 
running loose in the territory. By the time he was ten he was earning his keep 
trapping fur-bearing animals. Only after his family moved to Bloomington, 
Illinois, did he discover that a) there was a game called baseball, and b) he had a 
knack for playing it. 

 In 1888 the Milwaukee Creams (dubbed “Brewers” by the Milwaukee Sentinel on August 4 of 
that year) signed the 18-year-old Griffith to a contract to pitch in the new Western Association, which 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250313799/ourteam
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYocO6vpjwiE9OZFjl8pUOBtNfwruzRnhjo
https://www.amazon.com/Borchert-Field-Milwaukees-Legendary-Ballpark/dp/0870207881/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HUN5M7C2NFHB&dchild=1&keywords=borchert+field&qid=1613805339&sprefix=Borchert%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/calvin-griffith/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/clark-griffith/
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had been formed the previous winter. To provide a venue for its games, the club purchased five acres 
of land—one city block—and ordered the construction of a wooden ballpark on Milwaukee’s north 
side, bounded by North Seventh and Eighth streets and West Chambers and Burleigh streets. The 
ballpark cost upwards of $42,000, most of it for the acquisition of the property. Work on the new 
stadium began in late March and was completed as required by Opening Day on May 20. The 
Milwaukee Journal proclaimed that the only ballpark larger was New York’s Polo Grounds. George 
Walthers, nephew of Milwaukee pioneer Solomon Juneau, was appointed head groundskeeper. The 
Milwaukee club provided an appropriate curtain-raiser for their new playground by defeating the St. 
Paul Apostles, 9-5. 

 On July 8, 1888, the sports world was abuzz with reports that Hattie Leslie, a 20-year-old 
stage performer whose act consisted of sparring with her husband, had challenged 24-year-old 
professional golfer Alice Leary to a prize fight, the first ever advertised between female combatants. 
[The fistic bout, illegal in the United States, eventually took place on September 16 on Navy Island on 
the Canadian side of the Niagara River, witnessed by a scant gathering of fifty. Mrs. Leslie, weighing 
in at 168, was knocked down twice and had her nose smashed, but she rallied and KO’d her 148-
pound opponent in the seventh round with a hard right to the jaw. In a tragic footnote, the victorious 
Leslie (real name: Libbie Spann) died of typhoid pneumonia on September 28, 1892, during a 
scheduled one-week engagement at the People’s Theater in Milwaukee.] 

 Of less prurient interest but perhaps greater significance in the sporting world, on July 8, 
Clark Griffith made his professional pitching debut for the Milwaukee Creams in Athletic Park (i.e., 
Borchert Field) against the Sioux City Corn Huskers. The Huskers had only been in the league for a 
week, having replaced the bankrupt St. Louis Whites. Such comings and goings were not uncommon 
in the early days of professional base ball (two words, as it was then spelled). During the course of its 
inaugural season, the Western Association featured ten different teams in their eight-team league, 
including the Chicago Maroons, the Davenport Onion Weeders, and the pennant-winning Des 
Moines Prohibitionists. Three clubs failed to finish the season, and all ten played a different number 
of games. 

 On Sunday afternoon, July 8, Clark Griffith took the mound and began his march toward the 
Hall of Fame. A light drizzle greeted him and lingered through most of the contest. Griffith was not a 
stylish pitcher, but he was a determined competitor. He did everything he could to make the baseball 
unhittable—he cut it, scuffed it, and applied every available substance to its surface, including saliva, 
dirt, perspiration, and whatever he happened to be chewing at the time. Years later he claimed to 
have invented the screwball. 

Despite being the home team, the Milwaukeeans batted first. Until 1950 the host club actually 
had its choice, and often before 1900 they chose to take the first turn at bat. Leadoff hitter Tommy 
Forster grounded to the third baseman, who threw wide of first for an error. Center fielder Jimmy 
McAleer ripped a double to the wall in center, scoring Forster, and the floodgates were open. The 
Creams scored three times in the first inning. 

Griffith led off the home second by taking five successive bad pitches and being awarded first 
base. At that time five balls outside the strike zone constituted a base on balls. The rules of the game 
were in flux. Two years earlier a walk had required seven bad pitches, and in 1879, nine. Griffith 
quickly scored, followed by two of his mates. In the third inning Milwaukee again scored three runs. 
As the unnamed baseball writer of the Milwaukee Sentinel explained in the florid prose style of his 
era, “It began to look as though each inning would have a triune termination.” 

Meanwhile Milwaukee’s young right-hander did his best to hold the visitors in check under 
the sloppy conditions. He struggled to control the wet ball, walking five and releasing three wild 
pitches, and his club committed four errors. On this day, though, it hardly mattered. The Beer City 
bunch belted 15 base hits and scored 16 runs, with Griffith himself producing a pair of base knocks 
and scoring twice. Every batter on Griffith’s team scored at least once except left fielder Bobby Lowe. 
This was somewhat ironic because Lowe was probably their best hitter. Playing for the Boston team 
in the National League on May 30, 1894, Lowe became the first major leaguer to hit four home runs 
in one game. 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/jimmy-mcaleer/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/jimmy-mcaleer/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bobby-lowe/
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Griffith pitched the complete game, allowed only one earned run, and fanned ten batters 
while winning, 16-4. He pitched the rest of that season plus two more in Athletic Park as a Milwaukee 
Brewer. In 1891 he joined the big-league St. Louis Browns.     

   

 

What’s Happening with the DockHounds in Oconomowoc? 

We just finished up a calendar contest where fans could submit photos of their 
dogs.  Top 24 were selected and then the public voted for the top 12.  Calendar will be 

available for sale at the end of November. 

DockHounds Announcements 

The Dockhounds have been busy building their roster for the 2022 season, inking eight 

new players in the past month. Following is a list of the new Hounds in order of their signing. To 

learn more about the ball players, click on the link on their name. 

 

# NAME POS BT HT WT BORN HOMETOWN 
HIGHEST 

LEVEL 
LAST CLUB 

3 
Aaron 
Takacs  

OF/SS L/R 6'4" 205 6/27/97 Oviedo, FL Ind. Utica Unicorns 

19 
Giovanni 

(Gio) Brusa 

1B SW/R 6'3" 235 7/26/93 Lodi, CA AAA San Jose Giants 

18 Cory Taylor RHP R/R 6'2" 255 12/14/93 Laredo, TX AAA 
Eastern Reyes del 

Tigre 

56 
Wilfredo 
Gimenez  

C R/R 5’11” 240 12/18/90 
Maracay, 
Venezuela 

AA Tigres De Aragua 

7 
Lamar 
Briggs  

3B R/R 6’1” 200 1/2/96 Charlotte, NC Ind. 
Westside Wolly 

Mammoths 

2 
Connor 

Bagnieski  

2B L/R 5'11" 190 12/31/97 
Milwaukee, 

WI 
Ind. 

Birmingham-
Bloomfield 

Beavers 

40 Matt Valin LHP L/L 6'2" 220 7/7/97 
Lafargeville, 

NY 
Ind. 

Sussex County 
Miners 

13 TJ Bennett 3B L/R 6'3" 230 7/22/92 
Lethbridge, 
Alberta, CA 

AAA Chicago Dogs 

25 Taylor Bloye RHP R/R 6'2" 195 2/28/95 
Lynchburg, 

VA 
AAA Billings Mustangs 

17 Ken Frosch LHP L/L 5'10" 180 9/19/89 Eastport, NY Ind. 
Winnipeg 
Goldeyes 

 

Wisconsin Brewing Company Park Construction Update 

Build updates: 

Parking lot lights will be installed and the first floor walls should all be up this week (October 25) 

November 1, parking lot asphalt will begin to be poured 

1st floor walls should all be up this week. 

Turf will not be installed the week of Nov. 8th.  

Starting to hang steel. 

 

 

https://www.dockhounds.com/2022-calendar-winners/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/aaron-takacs/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/aaron-takacs/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/giovanni-gio-brusa/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/giovanni-gio-brusa/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/cory-taylor/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/wilfredo-gimenez/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/wilfredo-gimenez/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/lamar-briggs/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/lamar-briggs/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/connor-bagnieski/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/connor-bagnieski/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/matt-valin/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/tj-bennett/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/taylor-bloye/
https://www.dockhounds.com/player/ken-frosch/
https://www.lakecountrybaseball.com/
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Pictures of progress at the DockHounds Turf 

 
 
 
Trish Rasberry 
General Manager 
Lake Country DockHounds  
 

 

 
 

New Membership Offer from SABR 

After the final pitch of the World Series is thrown, the world can be a 
lonely place for hardcore baseball fans. SABR is here for you! 

If you or someone you know have been thinking of joining SABR, now is 
the time! For a limited time only, try out SABR with ONE FREE MONTH 
of membership. Perfect for the fans who can’t get enough baseball, a 
monthly SABR membership offers unparalleled access to the game’s 
most important research and histories within a like-minded community 
of fellow enthusiasts. 

                                         Learn more & join us today: https://sabr.org/freemonth 

 

 

https://www.lakecountrybaseball.com/
https://sabr.org/freemonth/
https://www.dockhounds.com/
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Schabowski's Super Stumpers 

By Rick Schabowski 
November 2021                                

1. With their 2021 World Series triumph, the Braves became the second 

champion to defeat three, 95 - or more win teams during their playoff 

run. Name the other team that also accomplished this feat? 

2. The Braves last World Series clinching victory was also a shutout. 

Who was the Braves starting pitcher?  

3. The Braves were the third MLB team to appear in a World Series that 

had a losing record at the All-Star Game break. Name the other teams.   

4. On November 2, 1974, the Brewers traded for Henry Aaron. Name the two players who went 

to Atlanta. 

5. Name the last team and their starting pitcher that won their World Series clinching victory in a 

shutout. 

6. Who hit the Brewers first regular season grand slam? 
Answers on page 11 

 

SABR Local Grant applications open beginning November 1 

SABR just reported a new grant initiative, for 2022 see the following.  As a chapter we could be 
eligible. Are there any projects we could but have not done that may be eligible? I have thought 

for a while about having a website for maintaining our Wisconsin born date base(s), Keltner 
Hot Corners and other Wisconsin related items. Also, a scholarship program for getting 

students, criteria to be determined as a group. What other ideas do any of you have?    DDD 

 
While we continue to celebrate SABR’s 50th anniversary this year, we are keeping a keen 

eye on our organization’s future and have so many exciting projects on deck. Today, we would 
like to share details of one of the most noteworthy programs on the horizon. 

In 2022, we will deliver the SABR Local Grants program. This initiative will provide an 
opportunity for chapters, research committees, and chartered communities to apply for funding for 
their projects under SABR’s Four Pillars: Research, Scholarship, Preservation, and Future of the 
Game. 

The Local Grants program will provide a defined mechanism for the SABR national office to assist 
regional and group leaders in the pursuit of passion projects. It will also allow us to see our donors’ 
incredible generosity at work at the local level in addition to general organizational efforts. In total, 
$10,000 in SABR Local Grants will be awarded in 2022! 

All SABR chapters, chartered communities, and research committees are eligible to apply 
beginning on November 1, 2021. Individual SABR members and non-SABR groups are not eligible, 
so if you have an individual idea for a program grant, please follow up with your local chapter 
leadership or appropriate research committee to discuss an application. 

 

Bring It Home in 2021 and support the future of SABR and baseball research 

SABR’s 50th year has been a historic one. We have commemorated our history and looked 
forward to our shared vision of the organization’s future. As 2021 comes to a close, we need 
your support to BRING IT HOME and ensure that vision turns into a reality. 

You can support SABR’s Bring it Home Campaign by making a gift of at least $100 by 
December 31, 2021. We will use your best gift of $100, $300, $500, or $1,000 to boost 
initiatives in several key areas of SABR’s mission: 

mailto:rickiu76@aol.com
http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fsabr.org%2Flocal-grants%2F/1/0100017ccd759e2a-1a8ac737-1c57-470c-80f0-5d3c95830b36-000000/8SOkz7voBroBTq8HsKrKzjjHSiY=242
http://sabr.org/donate/2021
http://sabr.org/donate/2021
https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fprofile.sabr.org%2Fdonations%2Fdonate.asp%3Fid=21197/3/0100017ccd759e2a-1a8ac737-1c57-470c-80f0-5d3c95830b36-000000/WVZpFt_TUAYzqKGjw29i_1hIX0c=242
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• Research: continued support for groundbreaking baseball-related research, books, articles, 
and new member resources 

• Scholarship: furthering the reach and impact of SABR’s world-class committees, chapters, 
and conferences 

• Preservation: committing to preserve, honor, and commemorate baseball history 

• Future of the Game: improving SABR’s ability to engage with a younger and more diverse 
constituency, including high school and college students, through baseball research 

Visit SABR.org/donate/2021 to learn more. 

 

The American Association Angle  

A Tale of Two Teams: Comparing the 1921 Milwaukee Brewers with the 2021 
Milwaukee Brewers, Part 2 

by Rex Hamann 
Editor and Publisher of the American Association Almanac  

Seasons in Retrospect 

It was some kind of year for fans of Craig Counsell’s 2021 Milwaukee Brewers.  

While it didn’t end the way many may have wanted, it was a success on a number of fronts, many of 
which most readers of the Hot Corner are familiar with. Here we continue comparing this year’s team 
with that of its Milwaukee counterpart of 100 years ago...just for fun. 

In the American Association Angle published in July, it came as no surprise that Counsell’s National 
League Milwaukee Brewers were ahead of Jack “Rip” Egan’s 1921 American Association troupe on a 
number of fronts, primarily in pitching. After the first half of the season, Counsell’s pitching staff 
cemented itself as a force to be reckoned with. Despite a wretched team batting average, Counsell’s 
crew was at the front of their five-team division, though many scratched their heads and wondered 
two things: first, how was it possible that such a weak hitting team could lead their division; and 
second, how long it could possibly last. 

The 1921 Brewers, on the other hand, gave no such illusion. The team was especially weak on pitching 
with only occasional flashes of batting brilliance. They were plagued by long losing streaks and were 
unable to win more than three games in a row during the second half, providing only one such 
example (July 21-23 vs. Indianapolis) and it was immediately followed by a three-game losing 
streak...facing Indianapolis. 

At the start of their mathematical second half, Milwaukee was in third place in their eight-team 
league, with a record of 44-40 (.524), compared with Counsell’s 51-33 (.607) after 84 games. Despite 
their many strengths, the Brewers of Borchert Field struggled at home and away, occasionally giving 
their fans hope that they could rise to the top. Sound familiar? 

The 1921 Brewers sat in third place after their first ten games of the second half after winning seven. 
They split a four-game set against the front-running Louisville Colonels, then winning five of six from 
the seventh-place Indianapolis Indians. Milwaukee posted its best record of the season to date with 
51 wins against 43 losses (. 543). Their next ten contests resulted in an even split, but then the wheels 
fell off. A six- game losing streak beginning Aug. 3 at Toledo soured their outlook, but managed to 
win three of their next four. Just as quickly as the momentum built, it ended, as the team finished the 
next ten games with just two wins, signaling the end of any hopes the team may have had for 
challenging Louisville. To make matters worse, most of their losses came at home.  

Driving another nail into their own coffin, the Brewers lost eight straight at home in a stretch starting 
Aug. 28 against the second-division Columbus Senators, finally ending with a 7-1 win over Kansas 
City Sept. 4. To their credit, the Brewers, having floundered for much of the second half, posted a 
record of 11-9 in their final 20 tilts, all but one of which came on the road. Egan’s Brewers wound up 
the 1921 season by defeating the pending league champions Louisville Colonels in three of four 
contests. 

http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fsabr.org%2Fdonate%2F2021/2/0100017ccd759e2a-1a8ac737-1c57-470c-80f0-5d3c95830b36-000000/cPv7XOsECsyaCXG77LVwYxO7zmE=242
http://almanacpark.blogspot.com/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/craig-counsell/
https://sabr.app.box.com/s/jbbdu51s3e4hlqubcsrh3p3x777hegkf/file/829096454307
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In the second half they batted .278 to the opposition’s .301, while opposing teams out-scored 
Milwaukee 473 to 412 as the Brewers finished the season in fifth place with a record of 81-86 (.485), 
161⁄2 games behind Louisville.  

Fast-forward 100 years. After losing five straight in mid-June, Counsell’s crew regrouped and started 
playing like the Central Division champs they became. The addition of Willy Adames to the roster in 
late May is often cited as a catalyst to the team, but Milwaukee’s hitting didn’t really start to improve 
until late in June. Just prior to the All-Star game July 13, they lost six of eight but by that time they’d 
boosted their record to 53-36, thanks to an 11-game winning streak ending July 3 against Pittsburgh. 
Three wins to start the second half was a good sign, and through Aug. 25 they did not lose more than 
two straight games. September was another story as the hitting fell off once again. In a schedule 
dominated by confrontations with the sizzling St. Louis Cardinals the Brewers hit a speed bump, but 
that challenge may have had an upside: being forced to prioritize a strategy for defeating the 
Cardinals in 2022. 

A five-game losing streak began Sept. 19, but by this time clinching the division was in sight and 
Counsell chose to rest key players. After dropping three straight to the 2020 World Series Champion 
Los Angeles Dodgers to end the regular season, the Brewers finished with a record of 95-67 (.586) 
and in the postseason driver’s seat as the 2021 National League Central Division Champions. It 
seemed the team had lost its edge, and there was reason to suspect Counsell’s strategy of resting key 
players may have contributed, especially considering their lack of hitting in the postseason. This may 
have been a factor in the departure of Andy Haines, Milwaukee’s batting coach.  

Team Comparisons  
A few comparisons of Counsell’s multi-racial team and Egan’s all-white ensemble highlight their 
differences. 

Both teams improved over the previous year. In 1920, Egan’s team finished 38 games behind St. Paul 
with its amazing record of 115-49 (.701) under Mike Kelley, registering 78 wins and 88 losses (.470). 
Counsell’s Brewers were 29-31 (.483) in 2020 during their COVID-shortened season. They finished 
fourth in the NL Central, five games behind the Chicago Cubs. 

Egan’s 1921 Brewers scored a league-fourth 934 runs, accounting for 12.3% of the eight-team 
American Association’s total of 7,584. The team averaged 5.59 runs per game. 

Counsell’s 2021 Brewers plated a league-sixth 738 runs, accounting for 6.8% of the 15-team league’s 
10,832 runs; they averaged 4.56 runs per game.  

The 1921 Brewers registered a batting average of .289, tied with the Toledo Mud Hens for sixth in the 
league rankings; the Kansas City Blues reigned at .313, 12 points better than the league-champion St. 
Paul Saints in 1920 whose .301 led the circuit. 

The 2021 Brewers batted .233 for the season, ranking 14th (last), and tied with the Miami Marlins; 
the Washington Nationals occupied the top spot among the National League’s batting race with a 
mark of .258; in 2020 the New York Mets batted .272 to lead the league.  

Egan’s 1921 team posted a slugging percentage of .398 with 2,310 total bases.  

Counsell’s 2021 clan slugged .396, perhaps the closest point of comparison between the two teams, 
with 2,124 total bases.  

Comparisons among the following categories reveal few similarities:  

For the 1921 Brewers (including league rank):  

Doubles: 278 (3rd)  

Triples: 81 (6th; tied with Kansas City)  

Home Runs: 65 (4th)  

Runs: 934 (3rd)  

Strikeouts Received: 542 (fourth-most)  

Strikeouts Per Game: 3.25  

Walks Received: 657 (second-most)  

Walks Per Game: 3.93  

For the 2021 Milwaukee Brewers:  

Doubles: 255 (10th; one place below the 260 league average)  
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Triples: 18 (13th; five places below the 24 league average)  

Home Runs: 194 (8th; one place above the 192 league average)  

Runs: 738 (6th; four places above the 722 league average)  

Strikeouts Received: 1,465 (third-most; tied with Arizona Diamondbacks)  

Strikeouts Per Game: 9.04  

Walks Received: 586 (third-most; tied with San Diego Padres)  

Walks Per Game: 3.62  

Aside from the obvious differences in slugging, the comparison between strikeouts and walks shows 
Egan’s team was superior. Imagine a modern Brewers’ team with more walks than strikeouts per 
game as the 1921 Brewers had!  

The modern game differed from that of 100 years ago in the number of players utilized by teams 
during the course of a season, as reflected by the following. 

Number of Active Players: Egan’s 1921 Brewers employed the services of 43 active players; Counsell’s 
2021 Brewers had 61, a club record.  

Number of Active Pitchers: Egan’s team: 19; Counsell’s crew: 38.     

Egan’s 20 known active members on the 1921 Brewers had an average collective age of 27.3 years; 
Counsell’s 61 active players for 2021 averaged 28.8 years.  

Six of Egan’s pitchers age are known, averaging 24.5 years of age; it was the Association’s youngest 
pitching staff on average. Counsell’s pitchers averaged 28.1 years. 

One unusual finding of this report concerns the age of each manager. Egan was 49 in 1921, identical 
to that of Counsell in 2021. Both managers turned 50 midway through the season, Egan July 9, 
Counsell Aug. 21. 

Dick Gossett, catcher for the 1921 Brewers, shared a birthday with Counsell. Gosset was born at 
Dennison, OH Aug. 21, 1890, 81 years earlier than the 2021 Brewers manager. Outfielder Derek 
Fisher, who appeared in four games for the Brewers in 2021, also shared a birthday with Counsell. 

Player Comparisons  
Egan’s leading batter in 1921 was 27-year-old keystone sacker Fred “King” Lear whose outstanding 
.358 average in 534 at-bats ranked fifth in the American Association that year, with Louisville’s Jay 
Kirke at .386 in 730 at-bats at the top of the heap. Lear tied with Toledo’s Jim Thorpe (505 at-bats), 
the former Olympian and Milwaukee Brewer (1916). It was the first of four seasons as a Brewer for 
the New York City native. After his third season with Milwaukee in 1923, Lear played for the New 
York Giants, returning to Milwaukee at the age of 33 in 1927 to put up numbers expected of a player 
ten years his junior. Lear had a career year with the Brewers in 1921, amassing 281 total bases with a 
club-best 43 doubles.  

Joe “Unser Choe” Hauser, Milwaukee native son, belted 20 home runs to lead the team. Hauser’s 
value was offset by his league-high 103 strikeouts, but he was disciplined enough to draw 93 bases on 
balls. 

Counsell’s crew sported the dynamic shortstop Willy Adames, age 25, a native of the Dominican 
Republic. In 99 games, Adames led the 2021 Brewers with a .285 average, a .521 slugging percentage 
and .366 on-base percentage. Venezuelan right fielder Avisaíl García, 30, led the team with 226 
total bases, slugging .490 (second to Adames) with a team-leading 86 RBI.  

García was Counsell’s king of swat with 29 long balls, but his 121 strikeouts were offset by only 38 free 
passes. 

The 1921 Brewers had a key asset in outfielder Del Gainer. At the age of 34, Gainer was the eldest of 
the Brewer regulars that year. His veteran leadership along with a potent bat made him especially 
valuable. In 135 games, the West Virginia native led Egan’s team with 16 triples while batting .340 
with a club-third nine home runs while slugging a wholesome .512.  

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/jay-kirke/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/jay-kirke/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/jim-thorpe/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/joe-hauser/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/del-gainer/
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For Counsell’s 2021 Milwaukeeans, 35-year-old outfielder Lorenzo Cain brought his amazing 
defensive skills and veteran leadership to the team but did not stand out as a hitter. Appearing in 78 
games, the Brewers’ elder statesman batted .257 while slugging .401 with eight long balls and driving 
in 36 runs.  

Comparing appearances for the 2021 team, infielder extraordinaire Luis Urías led the 2021 Brew 
Crew with 150 games, batting .249 with a club-second 23 circuit clouts and a .445 slugging 
percentage. His strikeouts to walks was an elevated 116 to 63.  

Hauser played in all 167 games for the 1921 Brewers, posting 200 hits and slugging .481 while leading 
the team with 304 total bases. 

Milwaukee’s most productive starter in 1921 was 24-year-old Virgil “Zeke” Barnes (17-15; 4.24 
ERA) who was especially effective toward the end of the season, throwing a pair of one-hit shutouts 
as the season wound down, the first at Kansas City Sept. 16, then at Toledo Sept. 20. Barnes’ season 
totals included 117 strikeouts and 98 walks while toiling 259 innings.  

Cy Young award candidate Corbin Burnes (11-5) stole the show on the Brewers’ stage in 2021. The 
26-year-old made 28 starts for Counsell, registering a 2.43 ERA in 167 innings of work. His WHIP of 
.940 was among the best in Milwaukee history. Warren Spahn, the great southpaw for the Milwaukee 
Braves, achieved his lowest WHIP of 1.058 as a 32 year-old in 1953, but it’s important to remember 
he pitched nearly 266 innings that year. Burnes will always be remembered for the incredible streak 
of 58 strikeouts without a walk ending May 12 as the Brewers hosted St. Louis. Burnes struck out 234 
batters while walking only 34 and giving up just seven home runs.  

Only two players on the 1921 Brewers were known to be from Wisconsin.  

Hauser, born in Milwaukee January 12, 1899, was unquestionably one of the greatest names in 
Wisconsin sports and much could be written, not only about his 1921 season but his entire career. 
Egan’s team was significantly more competitive because of the youngster’s competence and resilience 
in 1921.  

Fred Sengstock, was born May 2, 1898 at New London, WI. He had the distinction of being a left-
handed catcher. Appearing in 46 games, the 23-year-old batted .284 with nine doubles in 1921. 

On the 2021 Brewers, RHP Jordan Zimmermann, who pitched one game for Counsell before 
announcing his retirement in May, was born at Auburndale, WI, May 23, 1986. [Editor’s note, J.P. 
Feyereisen, native of River Falls, was with the team until traded to Tampa Bay on May] 

Wrap-Up  
Comparing two teams at two distinct levels in the grand milieu of organized baseball may be of little 
academic value. But one important aspect of the game, historical context, comes to the surface here. 
The city of Milwaukee is unique in having different incarnations teams called the Brewers, going back 
to the major league American Association (1891) and that alone is something to celebrate. With such 
a rich historical legacy, Milwaukee teams provide a sort of perch from which we might observe and 
analyze baseball as a game of many shades and dimensions.  

___________________________ 

Those interested in a fully documented account of the home run production of the American Association’s 
single-season franchise-leading teams (1902-1962) may be interested in the Fall 2021 issue of the 
American Association Almanac, Vol. 17, No. 2, including a detailed description of the home runs for 1954 
St. Paul, 1954 Toledo, 1955 Louisville and all-time league leader 1955 Minneapolis. Part 1 covered 1936 
Columbus, 1936 Milwaukee, 1952 Kansas City and 1953 Indianapolis. A complete description of the 
contents of Part 1 can be found at the Almanac’s blog site:  

Copies of Vol. 17, Nos. 1 and 2 of the American Association Almanac are on sale. Please contact the author 
at rex457@gmail.com for information on obtaining either copy, or to subscribe to the American 
Association Almanac, a print publication originating in 2001.  

Anyone wishing to obtain an e-copy of the home run database for either of the American Association’s 
most productive seasons, please contact Rex, the author of this article.   

 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/virgil-barnes/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/warren-spahn/
http://almanacpark.blogspot.com/2021/05/vol-17-no-1-home-run-histrionics-part.html#more/
mailto:rex457@gmail.com


November 5, 2021                     Keltner’s Hot Corner                 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vintage Brew - “Doc” Buckner 

Out of the Shadows... 
by Paul Tenpenny 

"Doc" Buckner was the Milwaukee Brewers much-loved trainer. 

He died while on his way to join the team for spring training in 

Hot Springs, Arkansas in 1938. The Milwaukee Brewers mourned 

his passing, but over the years, the real loss has been our losing 

sight of who he really was.... 

If you are a hamburger fan as I 

am and live on the south side of Milwaukee, no one needs 

to tell you about The Nite Owl Drive In. A fixture in the 

neighborhood of Milwaukee's airport since 1948, it boasts 

one of the finest tasting hamburgers in the city. It is a 

righteous boast too, as I highly recommend their Jumbo 

Bacon Cheeseburger with fried onions. This delicious treat 

is huge and it won't cost you a "fist full of dollars," but it 

will require a mitt full of napkins. 

Located at 830 East Layton Avenue, they are open for 

business, Tuesday through Saturday, from spring until late fall. 

Operated by Chris Roepke, 

whose grandfather Ralph 

started the business over 

60 years ago, it retains a 

lot of the same charm it 

had during its heyday. The 

walls are a collectible 

collage of Milwaukee's storied past. One can get lost and "almost" 

forget to eat as you take it all in. 

On the north wall near the restrooms, there is a large Coca Cola button sign. Below it is an 

old newspaper photograph of the 1936 Milwaukee Brewers.  

Although the diner's copy of this photo has faded with time, it is a great memento of the 

Milwaukee Brewer team that won the American Association Championship that year. 

Schabowski's Super Stumpers 
November Answers: 

1 2011 Cardinals 

2. Tom Glavine 

3. 1964 St. Louis, 1991 Braves 

4. Dave May, Roger Alexander 

5. Freddy Garcia 
6. Roberto Pena 

 

Nite Owl Drive In - Milwaukee 

http://www.borchertfield.com/2009/05/your-1936-champions.html
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The first time I saw this photograph, what struck me the most, was the man in the upper left 

hand corner. What drew my attention to him 

was the jersey that he wore, as I had recently 

acquired one for my collection. 

The man in the picture was Doc Buckner, the 

trainer of the Milwaukee Brewers at the time. 

This was a surprise to me, as the photograph 

was from 1936, clearly 11 years before Jackie 

Robinson was a surprise to me, as the 

photograph was from 1936, clearly 11 years 

before Jackie Robinson broke into the majors 

with the Brooklyn Dodgers. It was 10 years 

before Branch Rickey first brought Jackie to into 

the majors with the Brooklyn Dodgers. It was 10 years before Branch Rickey first brought 

Jackie to the minor league Montreal Royals of the International League, thus ending the 

color barrier in baseball. 

I was intrigued with this and had to learn more about him. 

So begins his story... 

Doc Buckner was the Milwaukee Brewers trainer from 1920 until 

his death in 1938. Ironically, this was the same position held by 

his brother William who worked as trainer for the major league 

Chicago White Sox baseball club from 1908-1916 and again from 

1920-1933. 

Doc shows up in team photos as early as 1924, during spring training 

in Florida. 

Known by several names and nicknames, "Washington Jefferson" 

Buckner, "George Washington" Buckner, "Doctah" Buckner, Doc, 

Buck, etc., 

Harry E. Buckner, his given name, was always part of what was 

happening with the American Association Brewers, in spite of his 

many monikers. 

 

 

 

 

Doc Buckner was exceedingly popular 

with his teammates and the Brewers ball 

club.  

Along with taking care of the usual 

maladies, sore shoulders, barked shins  

1936 Brewer Team Photo - Doc Buckner, top left 

 

1924 Spring Training, Milwaukee Sentinel 

"Washington Jefferson" Buckner - club trainer. 

( Top Center Photo ) 

1925 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner far left-behind screen 

(Courtesy Rex Hamann) 

 

1934 Brewer’s Road Jersey 

http://www.borchertfield.com/2009/04/from-archives-rollie-stiles-1930s.html
http://www.borchertfield.com/2009/04/from-archives-rollie-stiles-1930s.html
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/harry-buckner/
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and the like, he kept the team loose while entertaining them, strumming a guitar, tickling the 

ivories or just making them laugh. 

The Brewers hadn't won an American Association title 

since the twin victories of 1913 and 1914, so his sense 

of humor and ability as an entertainer, kept them 

from being discouraged and made life fun around 

Borchert field when things didn't go right. There were 

many examples of this reported.  

 

 

 

 

 

Friday March 14, 1930 at Fort Pierce Florida 

Buckner took part in a joke on veteran player 

Rosy Ryan.  

While Ryan was out practicing, someone put a 

bullfrog into one of his socks. When Rosy went 

to get dressed he didn't notice it right away, "there was a tremendous uproar when his pink 

tootsies nosed into the frog. Foot, frog and sock went, all flew in different directions. ...Doc 

Buckner is now the proud owner of a sportive pair of silk socks that once belonged to Ryan." 

Good luck charms, "witching eyes" and rabbits' feet were 

all part of his repertoire. Doc also helped manage their 

equipment and was trusted with holding onto special 

baseballs and mementos for the players while the game 

was going on. 

 

Obviously one of the 

gang, he is seen here in 

their midst while 

waiting for the train in 

this 1932 vintage photo: 

 

 

 

 

1929 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner, top row far 

left 

 

Doc entertains during 1931 spring training 

Milwaukee Sentinel 

1932 Brewers - Buckner, middle 2nd row 
Original Photo (Authors Collection 
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Hat cocked and a mile wide smile, everyone on this team was enjoying themselves in this 

spring training photo from 1933: 

 

The color team photo shows Doc in the front 

row, right hand corner with Manager Al 

“Fridge” Sothoron directly behind. 

 

 

 

The 1936 Champion Brewers with Doc 

Buckner in a more serious pose in this 

portrait taken at Borchert Field, showing 

its unusual wooden outfield wall: 

 
 

 

Here is a hilarious photo from 1936: 

The fish was caught by Jack Hallett, 

rookie pitcher while expert anglers Sothoron and 

President Bendinger couldn't get a nibble." 

(Milwaukee Sentinel - March 12, 1936) 

The players loved "good, old Doc Buckner." 

Beyond his usual duties of taking care of their aches 

and pains he kept up the morale of the team. No 

matter how they were doing, good or bad, he kept 

them in the best of humor. Keeping them laughing, 

he actually had players coming in early to get in on 

the fun, including playing "cops and robbers" in the 

clubhouse. 

 

 

1933 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner, 3rd row far left 

(Author's Collection-courtesy Baseball Hall of 

Fame) 

 

1934 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner,  front row far right 

(Author's Collection) 

 

1936 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner is on the far right 

(Author's Collection) 

 

"Club Trainer is shown roasting a black 

bass in the club house. 

 

1933 Milwaukee Brewers - Buckner, 3rd row far left 

(Author's Collection-courtesy Baseball Hall of Fame) 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/allen-sothoron/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/allen-sothoron/
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In what would be his last team 

photo, A healthy looking 

Buckner is seen sitting in the 

front row. The 3rd player seated 

to his right is future major 

league All-star Ken Keltner. 

 

 

 

In the spring of 1938, Harry Buckner went to join the team in Hot 

Springs Arkansas, but on March 26th, he became seriously ill and 

was sent back to his home in Chicago. The Doc had been dealing 

with an ailing heart for the last few years and had been 

hospitalized the past summer. Fearing that his heart had 

weakened, he was advised to return home at once. It was a sad 

time as the Doc was forced to say goodbye and head back home. 

The outpouring of the affection the team had for Harry Buckner 

was immediate. Expecting him to retire, the local papers were full 

of well wishes and assurances that Milwaukee would take care of 

their beloved trainer for the rest of his life. 

... Manager Al Sothoron said he would remain on the payroll as 

long as he lives. "Buck was a faithful old fellow, and we are going 

to play out the string with him. He will never be in want and if 

his health does improve, we are going to take him along with us, with no work for him to do." 
(Milwaukee Sentinel - March 27, 1938) 

Unfortunately, Buckner never made it back home, he died en route at 10pm that evening. 

Local newspapers spread the sad news that he had passed away and the story was picked up 

later by other newspapers. 

"Myron Esler is the new trainer of the Milwaukee Brewers being named following the death 

of Harry Buckner March 26." 
(The Sporting News - March 31, 1938) 

"Harry (Doc) Buckner- 60 year old negro trainer of the Milwaukee American Association 

club since 1920, died while on route to Chicago, Ill. March 26. He had been ill for some time 

and left Hot Springs Ark. where the Brewers are training. In the afternoon for treatment in 

Chicago, but death overtook him at 10 o'clock in the evening. The widow survives." 
(The Sporting News - March 31, 1938) 

BUCKNER-Harry E. Fond husband of Dora Buckner. Of Milwaukee Assoc. baseball club. 

Died suddenly March 26 on route from Hot Springs Ark. Body will arrive Chicago Tuesday. 

Funeral Thursday, 2 p.m. from 3800 S. Michigan av. Fond brother of William Buckner, 

formerly of White Sox baseball club.                        (Chicago Herald Examiner - Monday March 28, 1938) 

Doc Buckner taking care of Milwaukee 

Brewer pitcher Allan Johnson 

(Author's Collection) 

 

1937 Milwaukee Brewers -Buckner, front row, right 
Authors Collection 

 
 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/ken-keltner/
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That Milwaukee loved and appreciated the many years Harry Buckner was their trainer was 

apparent, as it was expressed locally and vocally. Rudy Schaffer represented the team at his 

funeral in Chicago and the team provided a huge wreath of flowers along with their 

condolences. They would genuinely miss the man who had been with them for almost 20 

years. 

"Every one of the Brewer ball players who were with the club last season will miss good, old 

"Doc" Buckner...because Buckner was one of the most lovable old gentlemen you'd ever wish 

to know." "...he kept the players in the best of humor. No matter how badly things might be 

going, Buckner could always humor the players and get them laughing." 

It is interesting to note that when they reported his death, the Sporting News began the 

report with his being replaced by Myron Esler and then spoke of his death in more detail, 

later in the issue. The story seemed to end there. But there was so much more that could 

have been written about this man, perhaps it was overlooked, or simply forgotten. 

HIS LIFE BEFORE MILWAUKEE 

Harry E. Buckner was not just the trainer of Milwaukee's minor league baseball team. He in 

fact, had a long career as one of baseball's premiere players in the early days of African 

American baseball. 

Buckner played during the period known as the time of the great independents, playing on 

several different teams, as was the norm during that time. 

His career spanned the years 1896-1918. He was a contemporary of Hall of Famers Andrew 

‘Rube” Foster and Sol White. His ability was prominently mentioned in White's classic 

history of Colored Baseball, "Sol White's Official Baseball Guide" written in 1907: 

1899 "...The Columbia Giants with their additional pitcher, Buckner, from the Chicago 

Unions, were stronger in points at that time than any colored team. ...Wilson, Miller and 

Buckner formed a trio of twirlers hard to duplicate." 

 

1903 "...The Philadelphia Giants had some of the hardest hitters of the colored profession, 

Robert Foots, William Bell, Charles Carter, Harry Buckner, Sol White, Frank Grant, ..." 

 

 

 

 

https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/andrew-rube-foster/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/andrew-rube-foster/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/sol-white/
https://baseballhall.org/discover-more/stories/short-stops/sol-white
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/william-bell-2/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/frank-grant/
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Author James Riley presents this bio on Buckner. 

Buckner, Harry (nickname: Green River) 

Career: 1896-1918 Positions: p, of, c, ss. 

 

Teams: Chicago Unions ('96-'98), Columbia Giants (03'), 

Cuban X Giants('04-'05), Quaker Giants, 

Brooklyn Royal Giants ('09-'10), New York 

Lincoln Giants ('11-'12), Smart Set ('12), 

Mohawk Giants ('13), Chicago Giants ('14-'18) 

One of the leading players during the early years of black baseball, this talented and 

versatile athlete could pitch, catch, and play both infield and outfield. He was one of 

only a few Americans who played in Cuba during the first decade of the century, 

pitching for Almendares in the Cuban winter league of 1907. He began his career as a 

pitcher with W. S. Peter's Chicago Unions in 1896 and after three years joined the 

Columbia Giants for another two seasons on the mound. In 1901 Frank Leland 

combined the Unions and the Columbia Giants into a single team, the Chicago Union 

Giants, but Buckner opted to play in the East. He was a smart pitcher and was called 

the "speed marvel" of the Brooklyn Royal Giants in 1910. That season the Royals won 

the eastern championship for the second consecutive year and, along with Rube 

Foster, Dan McClellan and Walter Ball, Buckner was considered to be "head and 

shoulders above" all other pitchers. In 1909 he also was a regular behind the plate, 

when not pitching, and in 1917 he was the regular right fielder and batted third in the 

lineup. In 1911, playing with the New York Lincoln Giants, he split a pair of decisions 

while batting .336. He pitched the next two seasons with the Smart Set and the 

Mohawk Giants of Schenectady, New York, before returning to Chicago to finish his 

career with the Chicago Giants. 

During his 23 years in black baseball, he was associated with numerous teams in both 

the East and Midwest. Buckner also was a keen judge of talent; he, Rube Foster, and 

Sol White discovered the great John Henry Lloyd in 1905. 
(Biographical Encyclopedia of the Negro Leagues) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Close up of Harry Buckner                              

1913 Mohawk Giants 

 

Comparison: Harry E. Buckner in 1913 & 1932 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Biographical-Encyclopedia-Negro-Baseball-Leagues/dp/0786709596/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2G98DB9IM0N30&keywords=Biographical+Encyclopedia+of+the+Negro+Leagues&qid=1636153781&sprefix=biographical+encyclopedia+of+the+negro+leagues%2Caps%2C178&sr=8-1
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Harry Buckner could, and did, do it all. He was one of the leading players of the era. Besides 

being one of the great pitchers, he also could be called upon to catch, play the infield as well 

as the outfield. He could hit well and was quick on the base paths. In 1909, when he joined 

the Brooklyn Royal Giants, their pitchers dominated the league with Buckner, Andrew 

"Rube" Foster, Dan McClellan and Walter Bell during his two years on the team. 

 

Here is a rare interview with 

Harry Buckner discussing 

his playing days. It affords 

us a glimpse of how good he 

really was and it is a 

priceless introduction to the 

intelligence, memory and 

humor of the man. 

The teasing he got from the 

players shows the affection 

and respect they had for 

him as a fellow player. Yes, 

even manager Al Sothoron 

was pitching to him. 

One should note that he 

fended off the implication 

that baseball during his time 

was anything but tough, 

professional baseball. 

He could more than hold his own 

against those who played in the major leagues. He was a great ballplayer. 

Yes, Suh! The Doctah Could Hit That Ball! 

"Yes, Suh! Right ovah the center field bleachers!" 

It was Doc Buckner Broadcasting. With a couple of shots of high 

powered hooch under his belt and a bat in his big paws, the 

presiding genius of the Brewers rubbing table was living in the old 

days over again, while some of the Brewers sat around in the 

shade of the left field stand and ribbed the "Doctah." 

"Show us your swing, Doc." "Let's see how you used to hit 'em." 

"Shucks, I bet you couldn't hit the ball out of the infield." 

"Shuah could." chuckled Doc, giving the bat a vicious swing. "I 

could hit boy!" 

"Come on, show us, " suggested one of the players, and the idea 

took hold immediately. 

Maybe I'm Wrong - Milwaukee Journal (Author's Collection) 

 

Doc in his batting stance 1936-37 
(Author's Collection) 
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A couple of players seized the maestro of the arnica bottle and, like a balky mule with his feet 

sliding, he was hustled up to the plate, where Manager Al Sothoron was pitching for batting 

practise. (sic) 

Once there, Doc was game. He cocked his faded old cap over one eye, spread his feet and fell 

into a batting crouch. 

"All right, boss," he called to Fidge. 

"Put one ovah and ah'll knock it out of the pahk." In came the ball low. Doc was not biting on 

bad ones. The next one was over the plate and Doc fouled it. 

"Gimme a good one, boss," he urged, making the bat whistle. 

"What could you do with a good one yelled one of the players? "Bet you can't get a safe hit." 

Crack! The ball went sizzling down the third base line and out to the fence, a hit in anybody's 

ball game, and Doc trudged back to the clubhouse dragging his bat behind. 

 
Played 21 Years 

The youngsters on the Brewer club can kid the old "Doctah" all they want to, but the chances 

are that few of them will ever be the ballplayer he was in his day. Buckner was a good pitcher 

and a great hitter. 

He still has a pair of powerful shoulders. Records are not available, but I believe he hit .380 

or better in the old Colored All-Star league, and had a .390 average on season in the Cuban 

winter league. He played professional ball 21 years. He was a member of the Cuban-X team, 

the first All-star Negro line up, and he played with the Lincoln Giants of New York, the 

Philadelphia Colored Giants and Rube Foster's American Giants of Chicago in the Colored 

All Star league. He admits he's 51 now, but Lou Nahin says he's more likely 60. 

"Where was it that you hit a ball over the center field bleachers?" I asked after following 

Buckner back to the clubhouse. 

"Barre, Vt.," he replied. 

"Small park, I suppose." 

"Not so small," said Doc. "Big as this one." 

"Do you mean to say you could hit one over the center field bleachers her in Borchert field?" 

"Sure. Boy, I could hit that ball. I hit one over the left field stand in the Polo Grounds. Park 

wasn't as big as it is now, but it was plenty big. And I hit one at Harrisburg, Pa., past the 

flagpole. 

And I hit one they're still talking about down in Havana. That's an awful big park, boss, 

Almendares park. 

You could set this one down inside of it and have enough room left over to play a ball game 

outside. I hit one so far, right inside the park, that the center fielder never went after it. He 

just turned around and watched it go." 

Beat Big Train 

"How about the pitching? Did you ever hit against a real pitcher?" 

Editor’s Note: Since publication in 2010, 
much work has been done on compiling 
Negro League Stats. For updated research 
visit Seamheads.com.                  DDD 

https://www.seamheads.com/NegroLgs/player.php?playerID=buckn01har&tab=pit&mult=All&sort=Year_a&adv_sort=Year_a
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"Say boss, you remember Breckenridge, used to be with Washington? Use to have some great 

games against him. And Joe Moore-you see that piece in the paper about him the other day, 

how he only pitched 38 balls in a whole game? 

That was Williamsport against the Philadelphia Colored Giants. We only got three hits off 

him and I got one of them. And we beat Walter Johnson one time in 1914. Was playing at 

Schenectady, N.Y. then and we used to pull 'em in from all around. Last game of the season, 

we played Montreal. We beat him 1-0 in 14 innings." 

"How about your own pitching, Doc?" 

"I could pitch plenty. Underhand, like this, and plenty of stuff. 

Used to walk over to the other fellows' bench and say, 'Go ahead, boys, get your base hits 

today, 'cause you goin' to starve tomorrow. I'm goin' to pitch. 

Blackie O'Rourke, he remembered me. Played against me when he was a kid. 

"Pitched against Brown college one time. Goin' hot. Coach he told his college boys, 'Ne' mind. 

We get to this fellow along about the eight inning. He can't keep going' like this.' 

Well boss, when I walk out there in the ninth I say to that coach, 'Keep yo' eyes peeled, You 

goin' to see nine of the fastes' balls you ever did see! "Then I laid 'em in. 

Whoosh! 

Whoosh! 

Whoosh! 

Nine of 'em. 

I had control, boss. 

I set them college boys down before they even knew what they was up there for!" 

A SOBERING REALITY 

One thing was clear to me when I 

searched for images of Harry Buckner 

while with the Milwaukee Brewers, he 

was often pictured with the players in 

the team photos. In all aspects of his 

duties with Milwaukee, he was openly 

treated as part of the team. Once I 

started looking, I was able to find him 

easily from local sources. 

While searching for more photos, I 

had access to a complete set of early 

Spalding guides from the period that 

Doc was with the team. I was hoping 

to fill in some of the gaps for the years 

that I was missing. What I found was     

distressing. 
1937 Spalding Guide Photo 
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While the American Association Milwaukee Brewers were always pictured as a team in the 

guides, only one year, 1936 had him pictured with the Brewers. I shot a quick digital photo of 

the small picture and looked at what I had. 

Something caught my eye immediately, even though it 

was a small photo and difficult to see. 

Upon magnification I became very upset with what I 

found. 

All the players shown were listed with their formal first 

and last names. 

Doc Buckner was not, he was mentioned by his last 

name only. "Buckner, (Trainer)" 

What was worse, was what was done to the image itself, 

his face was obliterated so you couldn't tell who he was 

or more to the point, "what" he looked like. 

This was not done post publishing by some angry 

reader, it was printed this way. 

I shouldn't have been so shocked. This is how baseball 

was during those days. 

But I was and am still outraged 62 years later after the dust of many years has settled on that 

past. 

Where the Milwaukee Brewers had him in most of their team photos, he wasn't welcome in 

the Spalding Guides.  

HOPE FOR CHANGE 

While the ever-deepening sands of time obscure their neglected records, hopefully continued 

research and due diligence given to available newspaper reports and written records of 

interviews of Black baseball and its players, researchers can blow back some of those sands. 

More research is needed so we can piece together this marvelous history of their times. 

African American players, especially those from the late 19th and early 20th century need 

more scrutiny. Clearly a force in baseball at the time of the great independent teams, Harry 

E. Buckner had the respect of his peers, among them, Hall of Famers Rube Foster and Sol 

White. 

Major league baseball really needs to revisit how it treats Black Baseball and needs to 

recognize the early era players along with the later, more recognizable players. 

Surely Harry E. Buckner should be considered for enshrinement in the Baseball Hall of Fame 

when baseball deliberates future nominations to the hall. 

I feel it is time for a separate committee to deal with the Negro Leagues, similar to the 

Veterans committee. It is time to shine a focused light on the men who played in the shadows 

of baseball by no fault of their own. Their recognition is long overdue. 

1937 Spalding Guide Photo - Close-up 
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Like those before him and the many, many fine baseball men of the past since his days (Buck 

O'Neil included), Harry E. Buckner stayed close to the game he loved in spite of its poor 

treatment of people of color 

A testament to the "game" of baseball's effect on society in spite of itself. 

They loved the sport of baseball, its competition, its camaraderie, the community it provided 

and maybe even sensed that it was through baseball that change could and would eventually 

come. 

"Baseball should be taken seriously by the colored player, by his effort of his great ability, will 

open the avenue in the near future wherein he may walk hand in hand with the opposite race 

in the greatest of all American games, baseball." 
Sol White - Hall of Fame Player, Historian 

The Midwest and Milwaukee seemed to be ahead of the curve when it came to that forward 

thinkin. "Buc was a faithful old fellow, and we are going to play out the string with him, He 

will never be in want..." 
Al Sothoron- Milwaukee Brewer Manager 1938 

"Buzz & George & all colored were not treated well at this time but they were fine gentlemen 

and I was proud to have them as teammates." 
Bert Thiel - Milwaukee Brewers 1951-52 

(Speaking of race and teammates James Clarkson and George Crowe) 

Milwaukee was "A (relatively) color-blind team in a sport and society that was anything but." 

Chance Michaels - www.BorchertField.com 

Yes, Suh! The "Doctah" Should Be In ... The Baseball Hall of Fame 

"Shuah could." ... "I could hit boy!" 

 

"Put one ovah and ah'll knock it out of the pahk."... 

"Yes, Suh! Right ovah the center field bleachers!"... 

"I could pitch plenty. ... Used to walk over to the other fellows' bench 

and say, 'Go ahead, boys, get your base hits today, 'cause you goin' to 

starve tomorrow. I'm goin' to pitch." 
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