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Comments from the Chair

Andy McCue
4025 Beechwood Place, Riverside, CA 92506
909/787-4954 (home), 909/520-7868 (work)
agmccue @ pe.ner (e-maii)

We’ve had another successful quarter in producing indexes fcr
books that don't have them. Tom Shieber produced an index o Lee
Allen’s 100 Years of Baseball {1930); and then he went to 'wori\: on
Babe Ruth’s Own Bookf Basebail (1928). Tom aiso .grogucea an
index to the photos in Spalding's Official 3ase Bail L?mae for 190;,

Ted Hathaway, who's already doing so much with Research 1n
Baseball Index (REI\,, agresd tc produce a joint index for thg P_ut-
nam team histories. We're in the process of obtaining permission

/~om the foiks who produced the individual indexes. I'm hopf:ui
‘\\ & can produce this index as a Bibliography Commirteg pub{zca—
tion. just as we did for Frank Phelps’ index to The Sporting News
Baseball Registers (1340 through 1993). ) i

Dick Miller produced a much-improved index o Jxm Brosn:a.n H
The Long Season (1960). The index in the original is one of the
more strangely produced indexes [ have seen. It's aiso incomplete.
Dick has solved beth of these proplems.

All of these indexes are avaiiable {rom Len Levin at the SABE
Research Library, 282 Dovle Ave., Providence. RI 02906-3323
(phone 401,351-3278). _

Ron Kaplan was unable to index James Kann's The Umpu"e
Story (1953) as he couldn't find a copy of the book. He'll be work-
ing on Red Barber's The Broadcasters (1970) instead.

"1 had a conversation with Tim Wiles (Nationai Basebail Li’qra{}'
& Archives) recentlv and he mentioned the Hall of Famg is In
constant need of voiunteers to help with its newspaper clipping
files. Being in New York, the Hall gets New York papers. but it
has a much more difficult time getting papers from other major-
Jeague cities. The Hall is not locking for stories about the previous
day’s games, nor stories from wire services such as .-\ssociated~
Préss; ;ather. it wants staff-written stories about trends. profiles of
players, and coverage of non-game news events. vsuc.h as trade_s.
stadium negotiations. and franchise sales. If you're interested in
doing somt;thing for vour city, contact Tim (607/347-0332) at the
Hall. .

In January, I mentioned my success with a coupie of used-book
search sites on the Internet. T. Kent Morgan chipped in with a we
others: a) Advanced Book Exchange (www.abebcoks.com); and 9)
wwiw.mxbf.com. The latter picks up listings from ail thres of the
hers ['ve mentioned. as weil 2s from Powell’s Scoks z:Pcr:iagq.
_Jre.) and Amazon.com. the web site for new books. [ think
Jecause it looks so many piaces. it tends to be verysiow.

I hope vou are all planning-to attend the SABR Mational
Convention in the San Francisco Bay area. [ won't be able 0 r‘nake
it this vear, so Skip McAfee wiil run the meeting. Please check
your schedule to find out when our Committee will meet.

Research in Baseball Index (RBI)
Ted Hathaway

5645 Fremont Ave. South, Minneapolis, VIN 55419
612:869-i+420 (home), 612/630-6301 (work)
harthae@msus [.msus.edu (e-naii)

As before. the main area of growth for RBI this past quarter was
with magazines. We added another 3700-plus articles bringing RBI
to 33,795 magazine articies cataloged. The stalwart Brad Sullivan
contributed more than 1700 articies from The Sporiing News and
Athletic Journal. Terry Sloope has shifted his sighis to cataloging
Sporr magazine from the 1960s and has cataloged the 1963 and
1964 issues. Terry Smith. on the other hand. has agreed to tackle
Basebail Magazine from the beginning (1908). This is a major
baseball publication that has received scant attention in our project,
so we are especially appreciative of Terry’s efforts.

As ['ve mentioned in past reports. [ have been concentrating on
the basebail articles appearing in the many non-soort publications at
the librarv where I work  Since June 1957, I have added severai
thousand articies from before 1960. Most nctably, [ am neariv
finished cataicging Newsweef from the beginning in 1933 through
1960. This inciudes ail of the baseball columns bv john Lardner
(1938-1S€0).

Magazines of note cataloged this quarter;

American Magazine (1906-1956): 57 articies
Athiefic Journal (1875-1982); 184 articies

Basebail Magazine (1908): 32 articles

Boston Baseball (1993): 66 articies

Coilier’s (1954-1936). 32 articles

Dodgers Dugour (1997-1958): 86 articies

Harper's Weekiy (1907-1916): 114 articies

Life (1942-1948): 51 articles

Literary Digesr (1926-1937): 108 arucies

New York Times Magazine (1947-1936%; 31 articies
Newsweek {1946-1936): 233 articies

Sporz {1963-1964): 197 articles

The Sporring News (1916, 1983-:1984): 1701 artcies

I am continuing to make correcticns to the database and hope o0
have this task compieted by May. I will then begin working on
preparing the database for distribution on CC-ROM. [ wiil be
attending the SABR National Convention and wiil likely be
demonstrating and seiling copies of the database there.

Book Review

Leverett T. (Terry) Smith
North Caroiina Weslevan College, Rocky Mount, NC 27804

A HOUSE OF CARDS: Basebail Card Collecting and
Popular Culiture
John Bloom. Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1997, $14.95

I don’t kncw of another academic study of adult baseball card
collecting Cn SABR-L there was a query from a member who'd
read Bloom's book and was perpiexed about its conciusions. He
wondered what the rest of us thought. So far as [ knew. no one
respended.  Myself, I'm glad to have this boek it’s brief. informa-
tive. and provecative. It's an ethnolegicai study. of a peculiar kind
in which the researcher uses “ethnographic feidwork methods :0
study cuitures most familiar to a researcher”. 7o do this. the re-
searciier must “Jdo ‘the unexpected’. and piace ‘fzmiliar objects in
unfamiliar. or even shocking contexts™ (p.9).

Bloom is studving “middle class male American sports fans”
(this phrase describes many of us. myself included), and wants us ©
know that he is not an objective, scientific observer. He says (p.S):



1 am a white, middle-class heterosexually identified man. [ am
also a baseball fan (although [ do not collect haseball cards), and 2
more general sports fan as well. Such information is important {or
readers to know, for [ am not an outsider looking in, and [ have a
particularly large stake in the things about which [ write. I say this
in part to dispel any sense that [ am 2 neutral observer. for recent
movements in ethnography have sufficiently unmasked the ideal of
ethnographic impartiality and distance. Moreover, | wvant read-
ers to know that I feel passionate about this topic —that 1 take
fandom seriously, even if what 1 have learned about it does act
alwavs make me happy.”

It is worth noting, with respect o this last. that Bloom is
generally drawn to the more complicated. the more problematic
aspects of card coilecting and fandom. He's constantly aiert for the
way things don't add up.

I am grateful for the information about card collecting that this
book contains. though not having read much about baseball card
coilecting before, [ have no idea if iU’s accurate or not. Bloem
begins with a brief history of the baseball card industry itsell.
focusing on the expansion to an adult market in the 1970s and
1980s. He then describes how one series of card shows works. as
well as one particular collectors club. And he devotes a chaprer =0
describing parterns of collecting baseball cards. Then in @wo finai
chapters he presents his conclusions.

Bloom identifies the early 1970s as the first time zduit card
coilectors “organized formally on any large scaie” (p.76) I suspect
it's no accident that SABR was formed at the same time. He fincs
card coilectors to be motivated by conflicting desires. Sceaking =7
a paricuiar columnist in a collecter’s magazine. he savs that
columnist “articuiated an important tension larger than als cersona
perspective on the hobbv. Cn the one hand. e "van(ed "voati Tany
other coilectors desired: a pieasure associated with acstaigrenily
recapuring i sense of vouthfui playruiness through basecail
and memorabilia. Cn the other hand. he wanted basetail 2
coilecting to be aduit, important serious. and thus wordiy of
attendon.” (p.83)

What this comes to mean Bloom expressed much more simpiv 2
few pages eariier when he speaks of “a cenflict between nostaisa
and meney” (p.81). Card coilectors compiain of the intrusicn b}
commerciai values into their hobby svery bir as loudly as zduit
baseball fans complain of piayers’ saiaries. Bloom wendess way
we 2o to all this trouble to be so unhappy. I think he gives three
answers: 1) coilecting (or being a fan) also has its rewards: 2}
economic status has a great deal to do with i and 3) collecting
asserts particutar nodons of masculinity.

Bloom sees nostalgia as potentially a positive force in our iives.
The card collecting that we do resuits in the maintenance of 1 form
of piay in our adult lives. We are being active and creative mather
than simpiy accepting adult conventions. More generaily, we 2re
deciining to accept the passive nature of sports spectalorsiip
(p.107). (I’m using “we” because this is what we do as members of
SABR. too.) This kind of behavior makes me happy.

But there are negative dimensions to nostaigia, tco. Blocem

points out that “nostaigia is more often a commentary of dissatis-.

faction with the present than it is an attempt o accurately under-
stand the past” (p.87). He reminds us that card collecdng is pri-
mariiy a middle class, white, maie activity /my observaficns.at
conventions suggest this is wue of SABR. o). Bloom indicates
that the 1970s were a time when middle class. vhite maies began ©
have pienty to be dissatisfied with. The book conains 3 briel
summary of economic deveiopmexs of the 1970s and 1S80Cs. which
cumuiativelv shows that it has become less and less pessibie 10 Hve
the middle ciass life (secure job with a wage aigh £nougil 0 SUDTort
a wife and children) during these vears (p.37—38). In *his context.
Bloom finds nostaigia to be as destructive as it is liberating
(p-88—39):

“Nostalgia desires ... ailowed pecpie to grasp a sense of controi

over their lives amid unstable conditions outside of their coniroi.
More powerfui, however, are the conservative implicadons of such

aostaigia. In the specific example of baseball card collecting, cne
;an see thar nostaigia {eeds on a desire for safery and security
ocated in a stable and mythical past During the ~Os and £0s. this
nostaigia deflected critical attention away from the conditicns and
:xpectations of the 1950s that had heliped to create contemporary
sroblems. Instead. the nostalgic baseball fans | interviewed were
more 1ik_eiy to {av the biame for sccial instabilities on civil rights
groups. “eminists. or homosexuals. who couid be easily scapegoated
1$ popuiaticns out 0 destroy the ‘family values’ of ‘he 1950s.”

This zcund {amiiiar? It should. And in mentioning homo-
se;uais. E.Icom suggests the other answer to his question: the notion
or mascuiinity mvoive_d in card coilecting. Bloom approaches this
wopic with some Wariness. noting that vouthful card ccilecting
sccurs defore neterosexual acdviry begins in the eenage vears and
s often given up then. and that sperts fandom tends to—:hough it
icesn’: whoilv—exciude women Speaking cf card collectors who
sonunued o coilect during their teenage vears. Blcom savs
p.113-131) '

“Czilectng. Jor these bovs. became a solitary activity larg
1 consequencs of the cuitural tes berween male heterosexuaiiny and
rears of maie ‘nimacv. it is quite reveaiing that owo coilectors |
ingerviewaa Jiscussed how as tesnagers thev had 1o taxe their
scilecnons “inio the cioser’. Perhaps the oarailel ©© a mempnor for
secter 1jomosexualiny is appreoriate. Coilecting may have ailowed
sOome 2OVs o e¥picre homoerofic Jesires, anc © fantsize abour
mascuiine Mercism ana sediiv strength. withcurt Jacing the peer
condemnation that 2oes aiong with Qomesexuaiity in high schooi
setiings. TOr Jiners. leriiaps it aiso {oresiailed the -ain of -ejection
ing ! { Jaiiure thar define aigh schcel -cmanee ic

$ was way thev zontinued ©©
e rs, anc [ could (magine hal many might wani
» tmis 2cok JOr Conlzining such 3 spSCuisiion. However

Jncarsicod CViIRn 4 arger oCniaxt o7 encer and sexuaiiny. i
g DI2RT 27 F2ncerind exuaury. it

o

“sicser’ ccilecung mav have found sheir cards so meaningful.

Tiniasv is an imronant cuiturai scurce of pieasure that individuais
:an mainizin in oppesition to the werid around them.”

Here 3 :own languags suggest his upmeasiness with the

' him unagppy encugh

i much that carg

rz curning the book

rs ire aomosesuais or unable € afiract vomen out that
:ccording o Sloom. human desire works differenty than e are
zccusicmad 10 think it does. He coniinues (p..
“Ramer -han fuifilling needs for human atfirmarion. the practice
5f maie Sonding through bovhoed nostalgiz orovides few
ziternatives cutside the coniines of particuiar cuiture. offering only
zn ideaiized image of bovhooed reiaticnships. This is one of “he sad
ironies 2f basebail card coilecung 10513 gia. Not oniv does il
whitewash ‘he past and bury the histories of those outside the
American ‘mainstream’, but it aiso undermines oppormunities for
7uman contact that collectors seemed so often o sesk. uitimately
oroviding lule understanding for much beyona the white. middle-
ciass. 1%30s-stvie pamiarchai famiiy.” '

Having degun the book by anncuncing himseif as an involved
observer. Sloom ends by underiining the tentativeness of his
sonciusions. :aving “T see this bock as initiating 2 dialogue about
the zencer identtes of men by chacally examining an asgect of our
cujture” viz.. basebail card coilecung. [ found Zloom's narrative

1

‘nforrmative and his interpre:iicns thoughi-provoking.
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modem bullpen™ He insists that the article is not about relief
pitchers, but about strategy, “about how reliefl pitchers have been
used by their managers over time” (p.330). He finds the current
fixations on the single “closer” and the necessity for multiple left-
handers in the bullpen to be illogical (he believes these fixations
may be responsible for the apparent “shortage” of good pitching
nowadays) and are bound to change. I[n support of this beliel,
James asserts that “the world is ultimately logical” (p.339), surely
the most fantastic statement in the book. In both this book and The
Biil James Historical Baseball Abstract (1986), James has begun to
shape an analytic (as opposed to anecdotal) history of the game on
the field. Opinionated. contentious, lucid, inspiring—it is essential
reading.

Book Review

Ron Kaplan
23 Dodd Street, Montclair, NJ 07042

THE BABE IN RED STOCKINGS: An In-depth Chronicle of
Babe Ruth with the Boston Red Sox, 19141919

Kerry Keene, Raymend Sinibaldi, and David Hickev. Champaign
(1ll.): Sagamore Publishing, 1997. 307p. $22.95

“The Babe in Red Stockings” would be an apt name for a
detective story and in a sense it is. The coauthors have been tireless
investigators in their subject.

Ruth burst onto the scene as the ultimate raw talent. Strong,
uncultured, boisterous, all this rube wanted to do, at the beginning
at least, was to play ball. In the numerous biographies of the Sultan
of Swat, we are reminded over and over how stunned he was to
learn he would be paid for plaving baseball.

Sold to the Red Sox after a stint with the minor league Baitimore
Orioles, Ruth became one of the premier pitchers in the big leagues.
But it was his startling strength at the plate that swayed the fans.
By 1917, with the Sox floundering, manager Ed Barrow sought to

" use Ruth’s bat on a more regular basis. Pinch-hitting was one of the

few skills Babe did not acquire (he was adjudged to be a very smart
fielder and a surprisingly adept baserunner). Barrow experimented.
moving the youngster to first base and to the outfield. The latter
move was to help compensate for the loss of Tris Speaker, perhaps
the greatest centerfielder of all time. But these appearances were
sandwiched between Ruth’s pitching stints, and the constant shuf-
fling began to wear on him after awhile.

Massachusetts-based Keene and Hickey, along with Sinibaldi, a
long-time Bosox fan from Florida, recount almost every game the
Sox played during the Ruth era. Naturally, more attention is paid to
the games involving the slugger-cum-pitcher. The book is some-
what inconsistent in its renderings of the games. Sometimes his
pitching lines are included, sometimes they are missing data, and
other times they are simply omitted. The same with his batting
performances. The authors should have decided to go entirely one
way or the other.

Nevertheless the information is abundant, not only the bare facts
and statistics of the games, but of Ruth himself. We can see how he
changes from a hayseed to a more mature, smarter ballplayer. He
married Helen Woodford, moved to the Massachusetts countryside,
engaged an agent—all signs of an astute player for whom playing
the game solely for the joy of it had worn off.

Baseball was relatively unaffected by World War I until 1918,
when Secretary of War Newrton Baker issued his “work or fight”
rule. Red Sox owner Harry Frazee worked harder than any baseball
executive to ensure that the season continue as long as possible,
perhaps not coincidentally since his club was heading toward the
pennant. The authors opined that the best that could be said of
Frazee was that he was “much maligned”, the worst (and closest to
accurate) that he was “reviled”—*the only man the youngsters in

Bosten learned to hate before they even knew his name™.
e was simply “the guy who sold Babe Ruth”.

Squabbles between Ruth and the Red Sox management over
salary and deportment are adequately reported here, but the main
stery is how Ruth developed from an all-star calibre pitcher into a
batting master, the likes of which had never been seen heretofore.
Kids no longer aspired to be Tv Cobb; they wanted t© be a slugger
like the Babe. Out with the scientific game, in with lmockingv?he
bail out of the park.

The authors include a detailed version of Frazee's sale of Ruth
to the Yankees, debugging several myths about the transaction.
They also wax hypothetical about what mizht have happened had
Ruth spent his entire career with Bosten, both for the élugger and
the Sox.

Absent from the book are the lurid escapades that helped make
him larger than life (of course, most of them came once Babe had
moved on to the Yankees). What is mentioned often is the Babe’s
lack of luck with cars, having been invovled in several accidents of
greater or lesser sericusness while with the Sox.

The appendices sport a bibliography and a game-by-game listine
by vear, from Ruth's debut on July 11, 191 to his final turn on the
hilf oa Sept. 20, 1919, a game in which, fittingly, he cranked a
homer in the bottom of the ninth to lead his team to a win over the
White Sox. Another section lists his Worid Series-accomplishments
and the pitching records he set.

One criticism of the book. which is cstensibly a scholarly work
by dint of the copious research involved, is an amazingly shabby
Iob of proofreading. Readers may quicklv find distracting the in-
consistencies in punctuation.

But after reading The Babe in Red Stockings one can see easily
hew Ruth, in the words of the authers. “tcok the game of baseball
to a leve! it had never known before”.

To many

Book Reviews

Ted Hathaway
3645 Fremont Ave. South, Minnearoiis, MN 55419

HI EVERYBODY!
Herb Carneal, with Stew Thomnfey. Minneapolis: Nodin Press,
1996. 232p. illus., indexed.

HOLY COW! The Life and Times of Halsey Hall
Stew Thornley. Minneapolis: Nodin Press, 1991. 246p. illus.,
indexed.

SID! The Sports Legends, the Inside Scoops, and the Close
Personal Friends

Sid Hartman, with Patrick Reusse. Stillwater (Minn.): Vovaguer
Press, 1997. 304p. illus., indexed.

The past few years have brought several new biographies of
Minnesota media figures.

Although I generally loathe expressions of nostalgia with respect
to baseball, I must admit that I have always associated the sound of
Herb Cameal’s voice with summer— usuaily working in the yard or
the garage with my father when [ was a child. Cameal’s voice was
a5 much an essential background to these activides as are crowd
noises at a ball game. -Describing Camneal’s voice as “background”
might suggest he is boring or unremarkabie. Indeed. a hallmark of
his style is silence. I can recall more than a few times turning the
radio on for 2 Twins game and being uncerwain if | had the station or
not the crowd noise sounded much like background static, until
Carneal [inally began to speak again. Cf course. now that chat-
tering idiots are the norm among broadcasters. Carneal's style is
like balm.



This is not to suggest that Carneal is unemotional or always low
kev. Like his fellow Southerner, Red Barber, Carneal’s tones are
warm and friendly—smooth and comfortable like an casy chair.
But he never downplays the excitement of the game. A close piay
at home or 2 big strikeout i3 puncfuated by a growling bark, ° I—’e s
out!” A mighty home run: “He swings ... and it’s gone! Ch, mz
There wasn't any doubr about zhar ona! Cameasi’s '.:mzuage has
always been simpie and 4eacnpme He has no “tags” (lixe his
longtime partmer John Gordon's threadbare “Touch "em all, [insert
name here}!™) nor eccentricities in his deiivery. While not 2bso-
jutely impartial, Carneal does not “root” for the Twins and is quick
1o acknowledge the achievements of the cpposing weam. ’He als0
dees not take cheap shots at opposing players. Camneal sees his rcle
as broadeaster (and rightly so) as facilitating the fan's enjovment
and understanding of the game, unlike many contemporary broad-
casters who apparently ses themseives as part of the entertainment,
or worse, as mere shills for the home team.

Carneal’s biography is fairly basic, written in chronolo gical
order and containing an abundance of the usual anecdotes one Sx-
pects in any sports biography. The prose is unremarxable, but co

ise and to the point, much like Carneal’s play-by-play. —\xthoum
mainly interesting to Twins’ fans, other readers may be interested in
Carmnezi’s extensive discussion of his development as a broadeaster
and his surprising candor regarding his many partners over the
vears. This last part I found particulariy noteworthy: the gentle-
maniy Cameai being decidedly critical of a few of his past pariners.
Although Carneal has not made it his priority to be the piayer’s
“close personal friend”, readers should find this book w© be the most
inieresting and informative of the biographies reviewed here.

The fondness many local fans Have for Halsey Heil is indicaied
by the >uc<:°s< of Tnomp\ ent biography, written 14 yvear:
§ 3 death. Unlike the u[her men profiled here, Hall was a
geﬂuin success in both the print and broadcast media Starting in
the 1920s, he covered the Minneapoiis Miilers for lccal papers and
radio stations. Eis broadcasts wers highiy popular whiie his news-
stories were often reprinted in national publications {e.g. the
3ports Steries” :\,"185) When the Senators arfived in 1561,
‘as chosen as the vital “local element” to Twins broa c st
e gave up reguiar newspaper coverage at that point, but continued

:o write for other publications uniil a few vears before ais death |

h
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Ironically, Hall's memory, however affectionate, has become
rather one-dimensional. Hall was a jocular man with a highly in-
fectious laugh. He was aiso an expert story-teller. Most fans re-
member Halsey for the many stories he told during rain delays. his
puckish sense of humor, and, of course, his laugh. A CD issued a
fes vears ago after the Twins won the 1591 World Series has a
four-minute segment entitled “The Best of Halsey Hall” consisting

imost entirely of Halsey laughing. So for many people he has

Seen reduced to a laugh track, or a kind of “Uncle Remus™ of
basebail. Of course, there are many people whose principal as-
scciation with Joe DiMaggio is Mr. Coffes ...

Thomley's biography atternpts to illustrate what a multitalented
person Hall was, with numerous personal testimonies as well as
reprints of several of his columns. Thomiey was assisted in no
small part by Hall’s daughter. This is both a blessing and a curse.
Cone the one hand. we find out much about the man and his personal
iife, something we get only glancingly in the other bicgraphies
reviewed here. L'nfortunaiel_v, it is oo much. The details of Hall’s

family life are not very interesting and devoting an entire chapter 0
the details of his unremarkable death was unnecessary.

Many of Hall’s famous anecdotes are dutifully related. but
Thomley doesn’: tell them very well—notin print. at any rate. Ata
local SABR function several years ago. Thorniey gave a presen-
sation on Hall and told many of these same stories. and they 'were
hilarious. It seems as if this biographv was written with Hail's
daughter looking over the author's shouider, the author anxious not
to offend. While not quite hagiography, there is {00 much sugar-
coating in this book. Frankly, the most interesting chapters were

about Hall’s parents and his childhood. Bv the time the Twins
artive in 1961, the book has run out of gas.

Cespite these shortcomings. however, this is an important work
about one of the mest prominent men in Minnesota sports media,
with much useful information provided in a clear and concise
fashion. While not the mest felicitous of writers, Thornley is
alwayvs to the point and does not bore his readers.

After vears of waiting, local fans have {inallv been treated to a
piography of “El Sid”, which Hartman has written with the
assistance of Reusse, a fellow Siar7ribune cclumnist. Hartman ad-
mitted in a newspaper account that he simply spoke into a tape
recorder. nanded the tapes to Reusse, ané et him “make sense of
it”. Reusse did this admirably as the prose reads like typical
Hartmman. The gaps are encrmous. with many events and indi-
viduals glossed over or left out. The timeiine jumps back znd forth
ind it i3 scmetimes unclear what vear we are at in the narmrative.
Despite occasional 2fforts to describe his own life, however, the
aulk of this “biographyv™ centers on the sporws figures Hartman
xnows or has Xnown.

One of the best descriptions ['ve heard of the writing abilites of
Hartman came some years 2go during a SABR research presen-
aton. Belittling the stature of the Union Association, the pr_esenter
remarked: “Describing the Union Associaten as a major league is
ifke calling Sid Hartman a ‘men of lexers.” The I'aughtevr that
foilows such a remark is stfied when one recalls that Hartrnan has
dominatad Minnesota soeriswriting aow for more than three
decades.

Whether througn his illiterate column in the SiarTribune or his
maundering radio program svery Sunday morning, sporis fans
threughout the upper Midwest :uc d o the words of Sid Haruman,
Pernaps they are lcoking for that d prediction on the Vikings,
ihat interestin {idbii abou fad, or more lixely that
dvspepruc Grumm ng o imberwolves. vin A;""aae
Fan can always find some:mng {0 reect g, dismiss, or digest from

appez! has been assured by the pubdiic's a;,oerxte for
3 is enire caresr—in prini, on raaic, and in person—
has revelved arcund associailng ! mm'e f personailv with prominent
, :n and cui of spert i3t -“f :he “scocp”. That
such t'ammam" would oiten resull in j journailstic haiimarks like
Jbjectivity, prO{e<sxon¢1 inegrity, and 2v en cthics being tossed out
the windew is not lest on Hartman— 3 Hartman's
boosterism for Minnesora eams and his “ciose personal friends”
{i.e., Hartman's tag for celebrities he asscciates with for “scoops ™)
is an anacronism reminiscent of the crass figures of Sinclair Lewis’
Zenith City: the blatant hyvperbole and crude hucksterism of a
narrow-minded, small-town hack

It should not be thoughi, however, that his approach has brought
forth merely lies and distortions. Hartman's relentless pursuit of
sports information. particulariy on the local scene, is unparalleled in
the re\‘ﬁon He has often been the cnily one zilowed an interview or
the first or the only local journalist to find the latest on some
important event or issue in local sports. Initially in Hartman's
career, when he began writing his hodge-podge column of sports
information, this was perhaps enough. But Hartman has never
Xnown how to interpret or sort and it is ail disgorged for the reader
of his cclumns, ne matter how mivial or idiotic. It all boils down to
personaitties and Hartman's relationships with them. There is a
piace for this kinc of sports jeurnaiism, just as there is a place for
the gossip column, but the central place that Hartman occupies in
Minnesota sportswriting is both unfortunate and disgraceful.
Also of interest: Gelden uemcnes pv Ray Christensen with

Stew Thornley, pumshec in 1555 by Nodin Press of Minneapolis.

Though known principaily as the veoice of Univ. of Minnesota
Gophers footbail. Christensen also did broadeasts for the Minne-
apclis Millers during the 1930s. A chapier in this 228-pags book is
devoted to this part of his iife.
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