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player and admirable hu-
man being regardless of 
whether he is ever elected 
to the Hall of Fame. At 5 
feet, 9 inches and 165 
pounds, he was not an 
imposing presence—
small by modern stand-
ards, but about average 
for his time. He was a 
strong hitter with good 
power, one of the best 
fielding first basemen of 
his era, and a good base 
runner. His integrity 
earned him the nickname 
“Old Reliable,” and while 
he played with teams that 

(Continued on page 2) 

MY FAVORITE NINETEENTH-

CENTURY PLAYER: JOE START  
BY BILL RYCZEK 

Our Annual Nineteenth 
Century Committee 
Business Meeting took 
place on Saturday morn-
ing, June 23rd during 
SABR 48 in Pittsburgh.  I 
wish to thank our esteemed 
member Bill Ryczek for 
hosting the meeting in my 
and Bob Bailey’s absence.  
Although I sent three-
dozen attendee folders for 

the meeting, Bill reported 
later that we were short by 
about a dozen, so I apolo-
gize to those that did not 
get a folder and to Bill for 
my underestimate of the 
attendance, although, I was 
happy with the turnout.  
Bill, however, prepared a 
concise and very compre-
hensive report of the meet-
ing which is contained in 

this issue of the newslet-
ter, please, read it as it 
contains very up to date 
information on our com-
mittee’s projects and 
events. 

Cleveland 19th Century 
Baseball Interdiscipli-
nary Symposium is Now 
Accepting Registra-

(Continued on page 4) 

I 
t’s highly unlikely 
that Joe Start will 
ever be elected to 
the Hall of Fame—

and I don’t care. At near-
ly every meeting of the 
Society for American 
Baseball Research, 
someone is promoting 
the candidacy of a favor-
ite player, but I sub-
scribe to the philosophy 
of John Thorn, MLB’s 
official historian, who 
wonders why we should 
be so concerned about 
who is admitted to some-
one else’s country club. 
     Joe Start was a fine 

Chairman’s Corner  by Peter Mancuso 

Joe Start 
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MY FAVORITE NINETEENTH-CENTURY PLAYER: 

JOE START (CONT.) 

were frequently accused of dis-
honest play, his name was never 
mentioned in connection with 

any scandal. 
     Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect of Start’s career was his 
sustained excellence over a long 
period of time, at a time when the 
game changed dramatically and 
the skills required to play at a 
high level were continually 
evolving. He began playing in 
1859, and his last Major League 
season was 1886, 27 years later; 
he was the last of the pre–Civil 
War players to hang up his cleats.     
     There have been a number of 
twentieth-century players who 
had long careers, but the game 
that Tommy John played during 
his rookie year of 1963 was very 
much like the game he played 
during his final season in 1989. 
     When 16-year-old Start began 
playing in 1859, pitchers threw 
underhand with a stiff wrist from 

(Continued from page 1) behind a line 45 feet from home 
plate, a fly ball caught on one 
bounce was an out, and gloves 

were unheard of, as were profes-
sional ballplayers. During his fi-
nal season, pitchers threw over-
hand or sidearm with velocity that 
was unimaginable in 1859.     
     The one-bounce out was 20 
years in the grave, and most play-
ers wore fielding gloves. All of 
the top players were profession-
als, and baseball had become big 
business, far removed from the 
amateur affair of 1859. 
     Despite the dramatic changes 
in the game of baseball, Joe Start 
remained a steady, productive 
player, adapting to the changes as 
quickly as they appeared. He was 
a regular until his final year 
when, at the age of 43, he ap-
peared in just 43 games for Wash-
ington’s National League team.     
     His .221 batting average that 
year dropped his career mark un-

der .300; he finished at .299. 
The decline below .300 was just 
one of the things that causes Start 
to be ignored in discussions of 

great players. His Major League 
statistics aren’t dazzling. He 
played in 1,070 games, had 1,417 
hits, 15 home runs, and 544 RBIs. 
He never hit more than four hom-
ers in a season and had seven years 
when he didn’t hit even one. The 
most RBIs he had in any season 
was 57. He had a lifetime fielding 
average of .963, very low for a 
modern first baseman. 
     The factor that most impacted 
Start’s lifetime totals was the fact 
that he played 12 seasons before 
Major League play began and rec-
ords were officially recognized. 
Baseball is a game in which play-
ers are measured by statistics, and 
during Start’s prime, he had no 
official statistics. He was 28 when 
the National Association (NA) was 
formed in 1871, and some of his 

(Continued on page 3) 

1868 Brooklyn Atlantics.  Joe Start is fourth player from the left 
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best seasons were behind him. 
     A second factor that hurt Start’s 
numbers was the configuration of 
nineteenth-century ballparks and 
the way the game was played. Joe 
Start, at least in his best years, was 
a power hitter, a statement that can-
not be said of many men who hit 15 
homers in 16 Major League sea-
sons. In accounts of games from the 
1860s, Start was described as a 
heavy hitter with a powerful stroke, 
but power did not translate to home 
runs in the 1870s. Outfield fences 
were far away, and the ball was 
very dead. Four or five home runs 
was generally good enough to lead 
the NA, and they didn’t hit many 
more in the early years of the NL. 
     They didn’t hit many home runs, 
and they didn’t play many games in 
those days. Despite playing nearly 
every day, Start appeared in an av-
erage of just 54 games during his 
five years with the New York Mu-
tuals of the NA.     
     He didn’t play in 100 games un-
til 1885, when he was 42. Start av-
eraged almost a hit and a half per 
game during his career, and had he 
played in the era of 162-game sea-
sons, his totals would have been far 
more impressive. Although his 
fielding average is low by today’s 
standards, he led his league’s first 
basemen on six occasions. 
     Start began his baseball career 
with the Enterprise Club, which 
shared the grounds of the great At-
lantic nine and served as a source 
of young talent for the latter club.    
     In 1862, the 19-year-old first 
baseman, along with a few of his 
teammates, was deemed good 
enough to join the Atlantics. Start 
remained with the Brooklyn club 

(Continued from page 2) through the 1870 season, when it 
essentially disbanded. 
     The Atlantics were the domi-
nant team for most of the 1860s, 
and Start was one of their best 
players, hitting for average and 
power, and fielding his position as 
well as any first baseman of the 
era. Playing first base barehanded 
was a challenge, and in the 1860s, 
it was an important position 
manned by an agile player with 
very good hands, not a refuge for 
lumbering power hitters with lim-
ited mobility.  
     When the Atlantics broke up, 
Start joined the Mutuals of New 
York for the maiden season of the 
professional NA. The NA was not-
ed for its suspicious play, and no 
team was regarded with more sus-
picion than the Mutuals. Start was 
one of the very few members of 
the club who was never accused of 
lying down, and some thought he 
frustrated the attempts of his team-
mates to dump games by making 
great catches of balls they were 
trying to intentionally throw away. 
     The Mutuals were dropped 
from the National League after the 
1876 season for failing to complete 
their schedule, so Start joined the 
Hartford Dark Blues for the 1877 
campaign. He didn’t have to relo-
cate, for Hartford played its home 
games in Brooklyn on the same 
grounds the Mutuals had occupied. 
     When Hartford left the League 
at the end of the season, Start was 
without a team once more. He 
spent a season in Chicago and led 
the league in hits and at-bats, the 
only time during his career that he 
was a league leader in any major 
offensive category.  
     In 1879, Start signed with Prov-

idence, where he spent seven pro-
ductive years, and, in 1884, he 
was on the winning team in Ma-
jor League Baseball’s first World 
Series. He had just one hit in 10 
at-bats during the three-game 
Providence sweep, but he drove 
in the first run in World Series 
history with an infield out. 
     The loyal Start again remained 
with his team until it folded after 
the 1885 season. In an era known 
for its revolving, Start, with the 
exception of leaving Chicago af-
ter the 1878 season, stayed with 
his team until there was no more 
team. 
     After finishing his career with 
Washington in 1886, Start retired 
and operated a hotel in Lake-
wood, Rhode Island, just a few 
miles from Providence. He 
passed away in 1927 at the age of 
85. 
     Start was not one of the top 
players of his era, like George 
Wright or Cap Anson. He wasn’t 
a larger-than-life personality like 
King Kelly. In terms of modern 
players, he might be compared to 
first baseman Tino Martinez of 
the Yankee dynasty of the late 
twentieth century. Like Tino, 
Start was an excellent fielder, a 
powerful hitter (although the sta-
tistics don’t show it), a quiet, 
steady contributor, and an honor-
able, well-liked teammate.  
     He was “Old Reliable,” my 
favorite player of the nineteenth 
century. 
 
Editor’s Note: This was original-
ly published by The National 
Pastime Museum. 

MY FAVORITE NINETEENTH-CENTURY PLAYER: 

JOE START (CONT.) 
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Chairman’s Corner (cont.) 

 

tions.  SEE THE LAST FOUR 
PAGES OF THIS NEWSLET-
TER for complete schedule and 
registration information for the 
Symposium which is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 10th at the 
Main Branch of the Cleveland Pub-
lic Library.  This is a joint effort of 
our Nineteenth Century Research 
Committee and the Jack Graney 
(Cleveland Regional) Chapter.  
Registration will remain open until 
October 31, 2018 (postmark dead-
line) but register earlier to ensure a 
space(s) at the Symposium.  Non-
SABR members as guests of SABR 
members are welcomed. 

2019 Frederick Ivor-Campbell 
19th Century Base Ball Confer-
ence (“The Fred”) is scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday, April 26th & 
27th at the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum in Cooper-

(Continued from page 1) stown, NY.  Call for Research 
Presentation Abstracts for the 
2019 Fred begins now and the 
Deadline for Abstracts is: Octo-
ber 31, 2018.  Fred Research 
Presentations are 20-25 minutes on 
any topic of 19th-century baseball.  
Abstracts should be 200-400 words 
and contain a title, proposed pre-
senters name and contact infor-
mation.  Abstracts can be emailed 
to me, peterplus4@earthlink.net or 
mailed (postmark deadline Oct. 
31st) to: Peter Mancuso, 6970 Ely 
Road, New Hope, PA 18938.  Reg-
istration for the 2019 Fred will 
commence in early January with 
the publication of the Winter 2019 
issue of this newsletter. 

2018 Chairman’s Award, in the 
form of a replica and specially in-
scribed vintage 1880s Burlingame 
model baseball bat was presented 
to Nineteenth Century Committee 

member, Matthew Albertson.  
Matt undertook the lead role in 
creating a FaceBook page for 
our Nineteenth Century Commit-
tee (SABR Nineteenth Century 
Committee).  Matt, also took the 
initiative to successfully have the 
Jefferson Street Grounds, an 
existing park in northwest Phila-
delphia designated (with histori-
cal marker) a State of Pennsylva-
nia Historic Site.  The very first 
National League game, Boston 
@ Philadelphia, April 22, 1876 
and; the first documented interra-
cial baseball game, Pythians 
(African-American) v. Olympics 
(white), September 3, 1869 were 
played on these grounds. 

Enjoy the 2019 baseball season,  

Peter  …because baseball histo-

ry, is not only baseball history. 

mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net
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Street Grounds declared a Penn-
sylvania Historic Site.  Each ac-

complishment is admirable, and to 
achieve both in one year proved 
Matt truly deserving of the award. 
     On an undetermined date this 
September, at Graceland Cemetery 
in Chicago, a marker will be dedi-
cated on the grave of 19th century 
pitcher-outfielder Bob Carruthers, 
the fourth in the committee’s se-
ries of marker ceremonies.  Alt-
hough Carruthers had no children, 
it is hoped that some of his indi-
rect descendants will attend the 
dedication. 
     Prior to the next annual con-
vention, there are two 19th century 
events scheduled to take place, 
starting with the 2018 Nineteenth 
Century Interdisciplinary Sympo-
sium in Cleveland on November 
10, 2018.  Registration forms were 
included in the attendees’ packets 
and can also be found in this 
newsletter. 
     The 2019 Frederick Ivor-
Campbell Conference will take 
place next April 26 and 27th in 
Cooperstown.  Proposals for 
presentations are due October 31.  

The conference slots are always 
subscribed quickly, leaving many 
disappointed nineteenth century 
aficionados on the outside look-
ing in.  It is highly probably that 
attendance limits may increase 
this year but would-be attendees 
were encouraged to register early.  
Materials will be sent in early 
January.  The most controversial 
aspect of the 2019 convention 
plans was the possibility of 
changing the luncheon menu from 
the chicken puff pastry that has 
nourished the nineteenth century 
scholars for the past 10 years.  
The prospect of change elicited a 
spirited but distinctly minority 
dissent.   
     In other committee business, 
Bill Nowlin reported that the 
book on 19th Century Winter 
Meetings is scheduled for publi-
cation in December and Bill 
Ryczek indicated that the final 
version of the recreation of the 
1870 game between the Atlantics 
and Red Stockings has not been 
issued due to an inability to make 
contact with the project engineer.  
An all-points bulletin was dis-
patched and it is hopeful that the 
information can be unearthed and 
a final, full length version of the 
broadcast can be posted on line.  
Subsequent to the meeting, Bill 
met with Jason Pomrenke of 
SABR and arranged to have the 
30-minute highlight video posted 
on the SABR site.   
     The meeting closed with a sa-
lute to the committee’s own Larry 
McCray, recipient of The Bob 
Davids Award the previous day, 
principally for his yeoman work 
on the Protoball project.  All 
agreed that the honor was well-
deserved and congratulated Larry 
on his fine achievement.  

O 
n the morning of June 23, 
the Nineteenth Century 
Committee held its annu-
al meeting.  In the ab-

sence of the Chair and Vice Chair, 
Bill Ryczek led the session, which 
began with sincere and unanimous 
wishes for the speedy recovery of 
our esteemed chairman. 
     Tom Zocco announced that Wil-
liam “Dummy” Hoy was the winner 

of the 2018 Overlooked 19th Centu-
ry Baseball Legend.  The Over-
looked Legend committee was 
urged to make every effort to obtain 
maximum publicity for the selec-
tion in order to promote Hoy for 
possible future inclusion in the Hall 
of Fame. 
     The 2018 Chairman’s Award, in 
the form of an 1888 Burlingame 
replica bat, was awarded to Matt 
Albertson, who was the key person 
behind the committee’s Facebook 
launch and who also led the effort 
to have Philadelphia’s Jefferson 

Annual Committee Meeting Report 

William “Dummy” Hoy 

Matt Albertson 
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L 
arry McCray, one of the 
foremost historians of 
baseball's early origins, 
was announced as the 

winner of the Bob Davids Award 
during the SABR 48 Awards Re-
ception on Friday, June 22, 2018, 
in Pittsburgh. 
     The award — which is the So-
ciety's highest honor — honors 
SABR members whose contribu-
tions to SABR and baseball reflect 
the ingenuity, integrity, and self-
sacrifice of the founder and past 
president of SABR, L. Robert 
"Bob" Davids. 
     "Thank you very much. I 
couldn't be more surprised, nor 
more (humbled)," said McCray, 
who was a recipient of the Henry 
Chadwick Award in 2017. 
     McCray created the vast and 
invaluable Protoball Project, to 
help researchers and writers locate 
and refine primary data on the 
evolution and spread of ball play 
from ancient times to up to 1870, 
just before the first professional 
baseball league began. Enlisting 
the efforts of 100 other “diggers,” 
as they are termed on the site, 

McCray is the man most respon-
sible for the new public under-
standing of baseball's predecessor 

games. He served as Guest Editor 
of the special Protoball issue of 
Base Ball: A Journal of the Early 
Game, featuring more than thirty 
articles on this long neglected and 
little understood area. 
     McCray was named to MLB’s 

Special Origins Committee in 
2011 and he also chaired SA-
BR’s Origins Research Com-
mittee for many years, attract-
ing new diggers as well as in-
terested readers in the subject 
of baseball's earliest days. 
     His life outside of baseball 
is also exemplary. After gradu-
ating from Union College with 
a BA and BEE (1965) and be-
ing awarded a Fulbright schol-
arship for 1967–68 in India, he 
received his Ph.D from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1974. His dis-
sertation, “The Politics of Reg-
ulation,” was awarded the 
APSA’s E.E. Schattschneider 
Prize as the best dissertation in 
American government and poli-
tics for 1974. He now helps 
teach a graduate course in sci-
ence policy at MIT. 
     The Bob Davids Award was 
established by the SABR Board 
of Directors in 1985, and is 
awarded each year at the annual 
convention.  
  

Committee Member Larry McCray Receives  

Bob Davids Award 

Larry McCray 

Recipient of 2018 Bob Davids 

Award 

Craig Brown of Threads of Our Game sends 
this picture of the 1877  Binghamton( NY) 
Crickets of the League Alliance. Many of 
this teams members played for Utica in 
1878. 

Craig notes, “But what's really cool is the 
uniform. I've never seen anything like it---it 
takes a whole new angle on how to letter a 
shirt.” 
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Grave Marker Committee Sets Caruthers Stone 

R 
alph Carhart, Chairman 
of the Nineteenth Cen-
tury Grave Marker 
Committee announced 

that a fourth stone has been placed 
by the Committee at the grave of 
Bob Caruthers in Graceland Cem-
etery in Chicago. 
     The inscription on the stone 
notes that he was the “most versa-
tile major league player prior to 
Babe Ruth. In 1887 “Parisian” 

league in 1885 and 1889) and 
averaging over 33 wins for those 
five seasons.  
     During his ten seasons he had 
a .288 batting average collecting 
695 hits in 705 games. His career 
winning percentage as a pitcher 
is .688 (218-99) second only to 
Whitey Ford’s .690 for pitchers 
with at least 200 wins. 
     Plans are in the works for a 
dedication ceremony in the fall. 

Bob hit .357 and scored 102 
runs. Four years later, at age 27, 
he won his 200th game.” 
     Caruthers played ten major 
league seasons beginning with 
the St. Louis Brown Stockings in 
1884. He moved to Brooklyn for 
three seasons in 1888 and fin-
ished his career in in 1893 with 
Cincinnati. 
     From 1884 to 1889 he won 
40 games twice (leading the 
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Photos From the 2018 FRED 

Photos courtesy of Dixie Tourangeau 

Canadian Baseball Hall of Famer Bill Humber ‘s 

FRED Presentation 

Panel discussion on Tom Altherr’s Researsch featur-

ing John Thorn, Larry McCray, Tom Altherr, and  

David Block 

Don Jensen delivers the 2018 FRED  

Keynote Address 

Bill Ryczek, Joann Hulbert and John Thorn discuss the 

production of the 1870 Atlantics and Reds game  

recreation. 
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A Fatal Freeze Out: The Card Game-Spawned Death of Frank Bell  

by Bill Lamb 
official uniform and conspicu-
ously possessed of a large 
nightstick, posed a formidable 
deterrent to gate-crashing and 
other forms of ballpark misbe-
havior by Reds fans. During the 
off-season, he reverted to watch-
man duties that often entailed 
carrying a loaded pistol. 
The early morning hours of 
April 14, 1891 found Bell and 
fellow watchmen Willard Low-
enstein and Bob Burns drinking 
and playing cards at Schoen-
berg's Saloon, a watering hole in 
downtown Cincinnati. In time, 
the game being dealt became 
freeze out, a poker-type game 
with different variants but invari-
ably designed to clean out the 
stakes of all but the eventual 
winner. Ultimately, the contest-
ants were reduced to Bell and 
barkeeper Joseph Hughes. At 
about 3:30 am, Bell tapped out, 
leaving Hughes to pocket the 
game's proceeds. Tragically, the 
matter did not end there. 
Enraged by the outcome (and 
doubtless fueled by alcohol), the 
large, muscular Bell – some 
news reports later described him 
as a Hercules – attacked the bar-
tender "in a savage manner," 
kicking at Hughes, throwing a 
chair at him, and then setting 
upon the over-matched game 
winner. Sporting Life, April 18, 
1891. Bystanders briefly separat-
ed the pair, but Bell promptly 
resumed his attack. As he ad-
vanced toward Hughes again, 
Bell reached for the pistol in his 
coat pocket, or so Hughes later 
claimed. Thrusting his hand into 
a saloon sideboard, Hughes pro-
duced a handgun of his own and 
pressed off three quick shots, all 
of which found their mark. Frank 
Bell was dead before he hit the 

floor, one of Hughes' rounds hav-
ing penetrated his heart, per ac-
counts of the incident subsequent-
ly published in the Austin (Texas) 
Democrat, Canton (Ohio) Reposi-
tory, Cincinnati Post, Pittsburgh 
Dispatch, and newspapers re-
printing the United Press wire dis-
patch. 
The following morning, an in-
quest into Bell's death was con-
ducted by Cincinnati coroner 
Bange. Watchmen companions 
Lowenstein and Burns, as well as 
saloon waiter Theodore Hecker, 
all confirmed that Bell had as-
saulted Hughes, and was re-
advancing on him when struck 
down by the bartender's gunfire – 
although none of the eyewitnesses 
who testified had seen Bell reach-
ing for a gun, as per the Cincin-
nati Post, April 15, 1891. Alt-
hough a published report of the 
inquest's determination could be 
not be found, its outcome seems 
readily apparent: a justifiable 
homicide committed in self-
defense. Whatever the official 
verdict, no further action was tak-
en against Joseph Hughes. 
In the meantime, Bell's remains 
were quietly interred in Wesleyan 
Cemetery in Cincinnati. The fol-
lowing winter, the proceeds from 
the annual ball of the Cincinnati 
Night Owls Club (of which Bell 
had been a member in good stand-
ing) were dedicated to the erec-
tion of a monument over his 
grave, as per Sporting Life, No-
vember 23 and December 19, 
1891. And to this day, a hand-
some, if weathered, granite head-
stone marks the final resting place 
of long-forgotten ballplayer Frank 
Bell, a man cut down in his physi-
cal prime because he proved una-
ble to abide the loss of a card 
game. 

T 
he core baseball and vi-
tal statistics for Frank 
Bell, a long-forgotten 
mid-1880s catcher, are 

provided by Baseball-Reference, 
Retrosheet, and other modern au-
thority. Same reveal that Bell was 
born in Cincinnati on December 
11, 1862. He made his major de-
but on July 7, 1885 assuming the 
backstop position for the Brook-
lyn Grays of the American Asso-
ciation, and quickly demonstrated 
that he was not a major league-
caliber talent. In ten games, he 
batted a substandard .172, and 
fielded worse, posting an abys-
mal .780 fielding average (that 
did not count 15 passed balls) at 
three different defensive posi-
tions. Before the month was out, 
Bell's tenure with the Grays was 
over. He never made it back to 
the bigs, and less than six years 
later Bell was dead at age 28. 
This is the story of how Frank 
Bell met his untimely demise, 
and reveals an aspect of his char-
acter unrecognized in baseball 
reference works: he was appar-
ently a very sore loser at card 
games. 
Following his release by Brook-
lyn, Bell returned to his home 
town and hung around the mar-
gins of Cincinnati-area baseball. 
At first, he played some minor 
and semipro ball. Thereafter, 
Frank was appointed an emergen-
cy replacement umpire by the 
American Association and actual-
ly called three 1889 Cincinnati 
Reds games. But for the most 
part, Bell worked as a "private 
policeman" or watchman, includ-
ing a stint as a ballpark security 
guard at League Park in Cincin-
nati. A broad-shouldered six-
footer, Bell, when outfitted in 
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News & Notes 

-Program details, registration 
forms, and other details about the 
19th Century Baseball Interdiscipli-
nary Conference to be held in 
Cleveland on November  10, 2018 
can be found on pages 11-14 of this 
Newsletter. 
 
-Committee member J. Gordon 
Hylton died on May 2, 2018.  Gor-
don was a frequent contributor to 
SABR-L and the 19th Century 
ListServ with insights about legal 
isses as they evolved in the 19th 
century. Hylton was a long-time 
law professor at Illinois Institute of 
Technology, Marquette University, 
and the University of Virginia.  
 
-Jimmy Keenan has published The 
Lyston Brothers: A Journey 

Through 19th Century Baseball. 
The book covers the story of three 
brothers’ travels through the base-
ball world including brother John’s 
brief major league appearance with 
Columbus and Cleveland in the 
1890s. The book can be found on 
Amazon.com. 
 
-Gary Mitchem of McFarland 
writes that there is a 20 percent sale 
on Base Ball 10 (edited by Don 
Jensen).  Any SABR member who'd 
like to take advantage of the sale 
can visit the book's webpage 

(https://mcfarlandbooks.com/pro
duct/base-ball-10/), click on 
"Add to Cart," and en-

ter the coupon code  
"SABR18" (without the quota-
tion marks, of course) at check-
out.  
     You'll notice that the publica-
tion is  referred to as a book 
since  Base Ball is now a book 
series rather than a journal, with 
new volumes to be published 
each year. 
-The Committee’s Jon Springer 
has published Once Upon a 
Team: The Epic Rise and Histor-
ic Fall of Baseball’s Wilmington 

Quicksteps. The book is availa-
ble  in e-book format through 
Amazon.    

- The 19th Century Committee 
is not the only group marking 
forgotten 19th Century base-
ball graves. Jeremy Watterson, 

co-author of Montana Baseball 
History, raised funds to mark 
the grave of  Ed Colgan, the 
first major leaguer to be buried 
in Montana. The grave is in 
Old Highland Cemetery, Great 
Falls, Montana. 

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/base-ball-10/
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/base-ball-10/
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- 
 

Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) 
Nineteenth Century Committee & Jack Graney Chapter 

Cleveland 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium 
Saturday, November 10, 2018, 9:AM – 5:PM 

Cleveland Public Library, 325 Superior Ave., Cleveland, OH 
 
Program & Schedule: 
 
9:00 -10:AM - Check-in and Continental Breakfast 
 
10:00 - 10:15 - Introduction and Greetings 
 
10:15 - 10:45 – Welcoming Address: John Thorn, Official Historian, Major League Baseball 
 
10:45 – 11:00 – Mid-morning Break 
 
11:00 – 11:30 – Research Presentation: Ken Krsolovic & Bryan Fritz, “League Park: The Wooden 
Era” 
 
11:30 – 12:00 – Research Presentation: Jeremy Feador, “Cleveland Forest Cities” 
 
12:00  -  2:00 – Luncheon and Keynote Speaker:  Prof. David Goldberg, Professor Emeritus of History 
at Cleveland State University, “Mark Hanna, Tom Johnson and the Cleveland Trolley Wars of the 
Late 19th Century.” 
 
2:00  -  3:00  - Special Presentation: John Skrtic, Director of Public Service, Cleveland Public Library, 
“Baseball Research at the Cleveland Public Library” 
 
3:00  -  3:15  -  Break & Book Signings 
 
3:15  -  3:45  -  Research Presentation: David Fleitz, “The Cleveland Spiders of the 1890s: Why Did 
They Always Fall Short” 
 
3:45  -  4:15  - Afternoon Break Snacks and book signings. 
 
4:15  -  4:45  -  Research Presentation:  Joseph Wancho, “Ed McKean, Never Heard of Him?” 
 
4:45  -  5:00 – Closing Remarks 
 
There will be informal evening meal gatherings on Friday and Saturday, November 9th and 10th at 
nearby restaurants.  These will be optional activities, individual pay at the conclusion of dinner.  De-
tails will be announced in the months and weeks ahead. 
 



Cleveland 19
th

 Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium: 
Presentation Details 

 
 
 
Jeremy Feador, “Cleveland Forest Citys”: Though base ball was played in Cleveland sporadically before 
the Civil War, organized clubs did not emerge in the city until the formation of the Forest Citys in September 
1865. As the city grew, the ball club evolved from a group of amateurs into a club consisting of stockholders 
and paid players challenging the likes of the Red Stockings. With the formation of the NA in 1871, the Forest 
Citys, with Hall of Famer “Deacon” White, took the field against the Fort Wayne Kekiongas in the inaugural 
game. By 1872, the Forest Citys imploded, with several players leaving for distinguished careers while others 
left the sport all together. However, the Forest Citys created the foundation for baseball in the city. 
 

 

David Fleitz, “Cleveland Spiders of the 1890s: Why Did They Always Fall Short?”: The Cleveland Spi-
ders of the 1890s, during Patsy Tebeau’s seven full years at the helm, finished in second place twice, posted a 
winning record each season, and never finished lower than sixth in the 12-team NL.  They boasted the best 
offensive keystone combination in the league, Cupid Childs (2b) and Ed McKean (ss), a multiple batting 
champion in Jesse Burkett (lf), a brilliant defensive player Jimmy McAleer (cf), and a pitching staff led by Cy 
Young. The Spiders won the second half of the 1892 split season (but lost the pennant to Boston in a post-
season series) and won the 1895 post-season Temple Cup against first-place Baltimore. Still, the coveted NL 
title eluded them. This presentation will examine the strengths and weaknesses of the Spiders. 
  

David J. Goldberg, (Interdisciplinary Keynote Luncheon Speaker) “Mark, Hanna, Tom Johnson and 
the Cleveland Trolley Wars of the late 19th Century”: Bio:  David J. Goldberg is a Professor Emeritus of 
History at Cleveland State University where he still teaches. He has authored “A Tale of Three Cities: Labor 
Organization and Protest in Lawrence, Massachusetts, Passaic and Paterson, New Jersey”, 1916-1921 (Rutgers 
Univ. Press, 1989); “Discontented America: A History of the 1920s” (Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1999) and 
numerous articles. A lifelong fan, he belonged to SABR for many years and saw his first game at Braves Field 
in 1952. 

 

Ken Krsolovic & Bryan Fritz, “League Park: The Wooden Era”: The co-authors of the definitive book on 
the venerated Cleveland baseball venue will present an illustrated talk on its 19th century, “Wooden Era.”  

 

Joe Wancho, “Ed McKean”:  Many fans may not recognize that before Cleveland became a charter member 
of the AL, they had an entry in the American Association and the NL in the 19th century.  One of the stalwarts 
of the franchise was shortstop Ed McKean, from 1887 through 1899.  His lifetime batting average in a Cleve-
land uniform was .304.  A player who was born and raised 30 miles from downtown Cleveland, he spent 12 
seasons in a starting role for that team.  

 

John Skrtic, “Baseball Research at the Cleveland Public Library”:  The Director of Public Service of the 
CPL will discuss what is available for the baseball researcher at the CPL and how to access it. 

 

John Thorn, “Welcoming Address”: The Official Historian of Major League Baseball, SABR’s Bob Davids 

and Chadwick Award winner, author of “Baseball in the Garden of Eden”, author and editor of numerous 

baseball and sports books and reference works; and co-founder and original co-chair of SABR’s Nineteenth 

Century Committee will set the tone for our day-long symposium. 



SABR, Nineteenth Century Committee & Jack Graney Chapter 
Cleveland 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Saturday, November 10, 2018, 9:AM – 5:PM 
Registration Form 

 

To Register: Prepare and mail this form with payment (see below). 
 

 

Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Nickname for Badge__________________Email____________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City_________________________________St or Prov________Postal Code________Country______ 
 

Telephone Home____________________________Mobile____________________________________ 
 

Symposium includes morning & afternoon coffee service and buffet luncheon with interdisciplinary 
Keynote. 
 

Registration Fee: $50 per person, include up to 3 guests: $50 per. X# _____persons = $____Total En-
closed 
 

Guest Information: 
 

Name_____________________________City____________________________State or Prov________ 
 

Nickname for Badge_________________________Email_____________________________________ 
 

Name_____________________________City____________________________State or Prov________ 
 

Nickname for Badge_________________________Email_____________________________________ 
 

Name_____________________________City____________________________State or Prov________ 
 

Nickname for Badge_________________________Email_____________________________________ 
 

 

Payment and Mailing: 
Payment: Please, make check or M.O. (U.S. Dollars) payable to: “SABR” 
Important: On memo line of check, please, print: “Cleve. 19cBB Symposium” 
 

Mail: Send check and this completed Registration Form (photocopies OK) before November 1, 2018 to: 
Peter Mancuso, 6970 Ely Road, New Hope, PA 18938.  Questions: peterplus4@earthlink.net or call: 

(215) 862-2887. 

mailto:peterplus4@earthlink.net


Cleveland 19
th

 Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium  
Further Information 

 

 

 

Symposium Venue: 
The Cleveland 19th Century Baseball Interdisciplinary Symposium will be held at the Main 
Branch of the Cleveland Public Library located at 325 Superior Ave., Cleveland, OH 44114, 
two blocks from Cleveland’s Public Square.   
 

 

Parking:  Downtown Cleveland an array of parking options in walking distance to the Cleve-
land Public Library. Websites at http://parking.downtowncleveland.com/erieview-district/ and 
www.bestparking.com/cleveland-parking/ list options. 
 

 

Local & Regional Public Transportation:  The website 
http://www.downtowncleveland.com/play/getting-around/public-transportation has information 
on bus lines, trolleys and rail travel.              
 

 

Cleveland Hopkins Airport: There is rail service to downtown from Hopkins Airport. The 
fare is $2.50. 
 

 

Meeting Food Package: 
 
Continental Breakfast, 9:am-10:am (during Symposium Check-in)  
 

Buffet Style Lunch, 12noon-2:pm  
 

Afternoon Break Snacks, 3:45-4:pm includes 
 

Hotels: Due to a Sunday Cleveland Browns football game on the weekend of our Symposium 
it is impossible with a group our size to secure even a small block of rooms at a competitive 
rate.  However, there are individual rooms available at reasonable rates at various size proper-
ties in the downtown Cleveland area. Visit your favorite online booking site to make your indi-
vidual booking. 
  
 

http://parking.downtowncleveland.com/erieview-district/
http://www.bestparking.com/cleveland-parking/
http://www.downtowncleveland.com/play/getting-around/public-transportation

