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A Publication of SABR’s Negro Leagues Committee 

“We are the Ship, All Else the Sea” 
Editor, Larry Lester                              Memorial Day Issue June 2021 

In the News 

GRAND SLAM: Bethune-Cookman University Receives 
Unprecedented Baseball Book Collection 

By Dan Ryan/Senior Writer-Historian. May 24, 2021  

 
Photo credit: Nigel Cook of the Daytona Beach News-Journal 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Forgive the cliché, 
but a recent donation to Bethune-Cookman is most 
definitely a grand slam. 

John Wakelin of Lakeland recently presented his 
collection of baseball books and memorabilia to B-
CU. The treasure trove of over 180 books focuses 
on the Negro League and greats such as Jackie 
Robinson, Satchel Paige, Minnie Minoso, et al. 

Why Bethune-Cookman? Wakelin simply but el-
oquently put it, a collection like this belongs at B-
CU. 

"I had been looking around at several colleges," 
said Wakelin. "But with Dr. Mary McLeod Bethu-
ne's connection to Jackie Robinson, this is where it 
belongs. " 

While unpacking the collection and memorabilia 
that included almost impossible to find trading 
cards and game day programs, a sense of awe 
overcame the B-CU hosts that included Head 
Baseball Coach Jonathan Hernández. 

"These books will be read by my players," Her-
nandez said. "I want them to be students of the 
game and where the game has come from. I'm 
looking forward to having John come here and talk 
to the team." 

"This is a great opportunity for the university," 
said Brandon Nightingale, Archival Coordinator 
for the Carl Swisher Library. "To my knowledge, no 
other school has a Negro League History book col-
lection, with autographs from former players at their 
campus." 

Ironically, Wakelin's interest in baseball started 
with basketball, when he read the story of Boston 
Celtics great Bill Russell's struggle to travel 
across the country. He then learned of the plight of 
the Negro League players and the sacrifices and 
hardships they endured just to play the game they 
loved. 

"A lot of those stories are so wonderfully ex-
plained in these books," explained Wakelin, whose 
research has been chronicled and appreciated 
by the likes of the  Negro Leagues Research 
Committee and the Negro League Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 

In addition to Dr. Bethune's efforts in Robinson 
integrating modern day baseball, Bethune-
Cookman had significant contributions to the devel-
opment of baseball. Before the merger, Dick Lun-
dy played in the Negro Leagues after playing at 
Cookman Institute. Ted Trent was Bethune-
Cookman's first professional player in the Negro 
League and was regarded as the best curveball 
pitcher of his day back in the 20s and 30s. John 
Knight, the father of the modern Bethune-
Cookman baseball program, also was a Negro 
League alumnus. 

We are so grateful for this marvelous collection 
and simply love Mr. Wakelin's enthusiasm and gra-
ciousness. This collection will feed and inspire 
young minds for generations to come. 

Editor’s note: Approximately 180 books were 
donated by John Wakelin a regular attendee at the 
Jerry Malloy NL Conference.  

Who is the next Batter? 
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Opening Day - 101 Years Ago. 
his year we celebrate the Centennial celebration of the founding of the Negro National League (NNL) in 
1920. The first official NNL game was played at Washington Park in Indianapolis, IN, between Charles 
“Joe” Green’s Chicago Giants and C.I. Taylor’s Indianapolis ABCs. The Opening Day headline in the Chi-

cago Defender read “A.B.C. TRIUMPH IN FIRST HOME GAMES: A THRONG ESTIMATED AT MORE THAN EIGHT THOUSAND SEE 

FIRST GAMES OF THE NEW CIRCUIT.” Writer Dave Wyatt exhaled, “One of the largest and most enthused gathering 
of baseball devotees who ever assembled to do homage to the grand old national game witnessed the initial 
contests that ushered into being what is purported to be the most important and far-reaching step ever nego-
tiated by the baseball promoters of our Race since the birth of the game more than forty years ago.”  

The ABCs behind the pitching of 19-year old Ed “Huck” Rile, a husky 210-pound, six foot-six inch righty, de-
feated the Giants, 4-2. Rile pitched a complete game, giving up seven hits, striking out five and walking three 
batters. While veteran Walter Ball, who started his career in 1902, gave up 10 hits, struck out three and 

walked four batters. This would be the 42-year old Ball’s last year in professional competi-
tion.  

In the first game, Ben Taylor (right) and Oscar Charleston (left) for 
the Indy ABCs, both went 1-for-4 with an RBI each. More than 75 years 
before Charleston got his call to the Hall, Wyatt wrote, “Charleston, the 
great hitter and fielder, although playing in a crippled condition, re-
vealed streaks of his former greatness that made him the most feared 
man at the bat and on the base paths. Wyatt also added his take on the 
2006 Cooperstown inductee, “Ben Taylor is hitting them often and far 
away.”  

In the second game, Lem McDougal started for the Giants with Walt Jones on the mound 
for the ABCs. The ABCs swept the double-header in eight innings, with an 11-4 win. Pitchers Dicta Johnson of 
the ABCs and Otto Bolden for the Giants also made appearances in the second game. A complete box score of 
the second game has never been found. 

Since 1995, we have 
typed into my database 
more than 19,000 box 
scores. Depending on the 
quality of information pro-
vided by  the papers, it can 
take between 30 and 90 
minutes to calculate RBIs, 
Runs Scored, At Bats, In-
nings Pitched, Earned Runs 
and then find the first 
names of players for each 
entry. 

Afterwards, integrity 
queries are run to check 

that the total hits, total runs, total walks equal hit, run and walk totals, etc., given up by the opposing pitch-
er(s). Our team of Wayne Stivers, Gary Ashwill, Kevin Johnson, Patrick Rock and Michael Lynch are now in 
extra innings and we expect to publish records on the Seamheads and Baseball-Reference websites soon. A 
great big thank you to all the contributors over the past 25 years. 

Note: advertisement courtesy of the Chicago Defender, 24 April 1920 (pg. 9). The box score was printed in the 8 May 
1920 (pg. 16) issue of the Defender.  

T 
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Mural honoring baseball 
great Josh Gibson unveiled 

in Homestead 
JERRY DIPAOLA   | Friday, May 21, 2021 

 
 

SHANE DUNLAP | TRIBUNE-REVIEW 

A close-up of the Josh Gibson mural seen Friday, May 21, 
2021 behind Voodoo Brewery in Homestead. 

hen Sean Gibson sees the mural of his 
famous great-grandfather — all 27,000 
square feet of it — he believes one of 

baseball’s greatest players is coming to life right 
there on E. 9th Avenue in Homestead. 

“It is just like Josh is coming out of the wall,” 
Sean Gibson said. 

The mural, created by artist Jeremy Raymer 
and finished in a little more than a month, was 
unveiled Friday afternoon on the outside of the 
Voodoo Brewing Company. Raymer also created 
the mural of Roberto Clemente that greets mo-
torists as they enter the Parkway North, not far 
from PNC Park. 

“Anytime you can have (Josh Gibson’s) 
27,000-square feet (likeness) on a building is 
amazing,” Gibson said. 

Gibson said Voodoo owner Jake Voelker ap-
proached him about the project. 

“Our family is very excited about this project 
because of the photo they chose. Jeremy Raymer 
did an excellent job, a fantastic job on the like-
ness,” he said. 

“We are very excited to have it in Homestead, 
being as the Grays were one of the most domi-
nant teams, not just in the Negro Leagues, but in 
baseball. To have Josh’s face immortalized in that 
community is an honor to our family and to 
Josh.” 

Josh Gibson is recognized as one of the greats 
of the game, having hit more than 800 home runs 
while playing for Homestead Grays and Pitts-
burgh Crawfords in the Negro Leagues and other 
teams. He was the second Negro League player 
inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1972, 
following Satchel Paige. 

Gibson, the executive director of the Josh Gib-
son Foundation, is spearheading a campaign to 
have baseball’s National League and American 
League MVP awards named in his great-
grandfather’s honor. Gibson supporters can sign 
a petition on the website JG20MVP.com. So far, 
2,409 people have signed it, with a goal of 2,500. 

Other candidates mentioned are Branch 
Rickey, who brought Jackie Robinson to the ma-
jors in 1947, and Frank Robinson, the only 
player to win MVP awards in the National and 
American Leagues. 

The awards were blank in 2020 after 
the Baseball Writers Association of America vot-
ed to remove the name of former Baseball Com-
missioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis. During 
Landis’ tenure from 1920-44, there were no 
Black players in the major leagues. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates released a statement 
last year boosting the idea of honoring Gibson. 

“The Pirates are enthusiastically sup-
porting the idea of renaming the MVP 
award after Josh Gibson, as he was one 
of the greatest players to ever play the 
game of baseball,” the statement read. 
“We would applaud such action in order 
to ensure that future generations are 
educated on his lasting impact on our 
game.” 

Sean Gibson said the award is bigger than his 
great-grandfather. 

“The award would be for the 3,400 
men denied the chance to play major-
league baseball,” he said. “It’s great that 
Josh Gibson’s name would be on the 
award, but he will be carrying all those 
men on his shoulders.” 

W 

https://triblive.com/author/jerry-dipaola/
https://secure.pittsburghlive.com/ttm/contribute.php
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A Desired Streetcar 
Named “The Hop” 

 
 

he next time you're in downtown Milwaukee, 
you may notice a specially decorated street-
car. 

The Hop is teaming up with the Milwaukee Brewers 
and Associated Bank to salute the 101st anniver-
sary of baseball's Negro Leagues. 

The Negro Leagues formed because Black play-
ers were not allowed in the majors until 1947.  

While the circumstances were unfair, the Negro 
Leagues turned out to be popular, providing a 
stage for some of the best players in baseball histo-
ry.  

Milwaukee's Negro League team, the Bears, 
played for one year -- 1923. 

On Tuesday, May 25, a Milwaukee Bears street-
car was unveiled.  

There was a proclamation from the mayor, and 
members of the Brewers organization were there, 
along with a few guys who played in the Negro 
Leagues.  

The Milwaukee Bears streetcar will remain in 
service through 2021. 

 
Note, Pete Hill is the only 

Milwaukee Bear inducted into 
the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum (2006). 

 

Jerry Malloy Negro 
League Conference 

Memorial Day, 2021 — Due to the global COVID-19 

coronavirus pandemic, SABR's Jerry Malloy Negro 

League Conference has been rescheduled for June 

2 - 5, 2022, at the Sheraton Birmingham Hotel in 

Birmingham, Alabama. 

Since 1998, the Malloy Conference has been the 

only symposium dedicated exclusively to the exam-

ination and promotion of Black Baseball history. 

The conference, which is open to baseball and his-

tory fans of all ages, promotes activities to enhance 

scholarly, educational, and literary objectives. Each 

year, monies are targeted to donate books to 

schools or libraries; raise funds for the Negro 

Leagues Baseball Grave Marker Project; and award 

scholarships to high school seniors in a nationwide 

essay contest and an annual art contest. 

This year, SABR is hosting the Malloy Conference in 

a virtual ZOOM format. The online presentations 

will be from July 23 (Friday) thru July 25 

(Sunday). A schedule of events will be provided 

very soon. For the latest updates, information 

about scholarships, library grants and the art con-

tests regularly check the SABR website at: 

http://sabr.org/malloy  

The Negro Leagues Committee is one of SABR's 

original committees, formed in 1971. It has contin-

ued to preserve and highlight the contributions of 

African American players in baseball history.

T 

https://sabr.org/malloy
https://sabr.org/malloy
https://nlbgmp.com/
https://nlbgmp.com/
http://sabr.org/malloy
https://sabr.org/research/negro-leagues-research-committee
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101 Notables in Black Baseball 
 call for action was presented on Facebook and to the 550+ members of SABR’s Negro League Research Com-

mittee to select the top 101 notable personalities in black ball history. They could not vote for the 35 men/woman 

and the two writers representing the black leagues already in the Cooperstown Hall of Fame. In celebration of 101 

years of professional baseball since the founding of the Negro National League by Rube Foster in 1920, we present these 

findings. 

Of the 258 nominees submitted, only 13 (5%) of the non-Hall-of-Famers received 75% or more votes. The only living 

player to receive votes was Rev. Bill Greason from the Birmingham Black Barons. The top vote-getters are: 

Lundy, Richard (on right) 100.0% 

Dixon, Herbert Rap  91.7% 

Redding, Cannonball Dick (p) 91.7% 

Marcell, Oliver  83.3% 

Poles, Spottswood 83.3% 

Beckwith, John 79.2% 

Harris, Vic (player/mgr.) 79.2% 

Oms, Alejandro 79.2% 

O'Neil, John Buck (player/mgr.) 79.2% 

Smith, Charles Chino 79.2% 

Allen, Newt 75.0% 

Moore, Walter Dobie 75.0% 

Winters, James Nip (p) 75.0% 

 

Players who received more than 50% of the votes from the Pre-Negro Leagues era were: 

Johnson, Grant Home Run 70.8% 

Fowler, Bud 58.3% 

Stovey, George 50.0% 

 

The top managers with more than 50% of the votes were: 

Harris, Vic 79.2% 

O'Neil, Buck (player/mgr.) 79.2% 

Taylor, Candy Jim 66.7% 

Taylor, C.I. 58.3% 

Malarcher, Dave 50.0% 

 

Currently Cooperstown Hall of Famers Sam Lacy and Wendell Smith represent writers from the heyday of Negro 

League play.  Several writers were nominated, including two who are living, Dr. James Brunson, III and Claire Smith. 

The top four vote getters among writers below, all received 16.7% of the votes: 

Robert Peterson (Only the Ball was White), Lester Rodney (New York Daily Worker), W. Rollo Wilson (Pittsburgh 

Courier) and Frank “Fay” Young (Chicago Defender): 

Only two umpires received votes, Bert Gholston (8.3%) and Bob Motley, who was named on 25% of the ballots will 

fill the umpire slot of 101 Notables listed below. 

Several owners and/or executives are currently recognized by the Hall of Fame; owners Rube Foster, Effa Manley, 

Alex Pompez, Cum Posey, J.L. Wilkinson and executive Sol White. The top nominated owners were Ed Bolden (70.8%) 

and Gus Greenlee (66.7%). 

A 

Sir Richard Lundy 

Grant “Home Run” Johnson 
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 HOFer? POS NAME  

2006 HOF 
Ballot * 

1  2B Allen, Newt 75.0% * 

2  SS Bankhead, Sam 62.5%  

3  SS Beckwith, John 79.2% * 

4 HOF OF Bell, Cool Papa 1974  

5  P Bell, William 66.7% * 

6  OWNER Bolden, Ed 70.8%  

7  P Brewer, Chet 66.7% * 

8  P Brown, Dave 29.2%  
9 HOF P Brown, Ray 2006 * 

10 HOF OF Brown, Willard 2006 * 

11  P Byrd, Bill 66.7% * 

12  2B Cannady, Rev. 45.8%  

13  1B Carr, Tank 29.2%  
14 HOF OF Charleston, Oscar 1976  
15 HOF P Cooper, Andy 2006 * 

16 HOF 3B Dandridge, Ray 1987  

17  2B Davis, Piper 29.2%  

18 HOF P Day, Leon 1995  

19  2B DeMoss, Bingo 62.5%  
20 HOF OF Dihigo, Martin 1977  

21  MGR. Dismukes, Dizzy 33.3%  

22  OF Dixon, Rap 91.7% * 

23  P Donaldson, John 70.8% * 

24  C Duncan, Jr., Frank 45.8%  

25 HOF OWNER Foster, Rube 1981  

26 HOF P Foster, Willie 1996  

27  2B Fowler, Bud 58.3%  

28 HOF C Gibson, Josh 1972  

29 HOF 2B Grant, Frank 2006 * 

30  OWNER Greenlee, Gus 66.7%  

31  MGR. Harris, Vic 79.2%  

32 HOF OF Hill, Pete 2006 * 

33  P Holland, Bill 29.2%  

34  2B Hughes, Sammy T. 62.5% * 

35 HOF OF Irvin, Monte 1973  

36  OF Jenkins, Fats 50.0% * 

37  OF Jethroe, Sam 45.8%  

38  SS Johnson, Grant 70.8% * 

39  OF Johnson, Heavy 54.2%  

40 HOF 3B Johnson, Judy 1975  

41  P Jones, Slim 29.2%  

42  WRITER Lacy, Sam 1998  

43 HOF 1B Leonard, Buck 1972  
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44 HOF SS Lloyd, Pop 1977  

45  SS Lundy, Richard  100.0% * 

46 HOF C Mackey, Biz 2006 * 

47  MGR. Malarcher, Dave 50.0%  

48 HOF OWNER Manley, Effa 2006 * 

49  3B Marcell, Oliver  83.3% * 

50  P Matlock, Leroy 45.8%  

51  P McDonald, Webster 33.3%  

52  OF McNair, Hurley 66.7%  

53 HOF P Méndez, José 2006 * 

54  OF Miñoso, Minnie 70.8% * 

55  2B Monroe, Bill 41.7%  

56  SS Moore, Dobie 75.0% * 

57  UMPIRE Motley, Bob 25.0%  

58  OF Oms, Alejandro 79.2% * 

59  1B O'Neil, Buck  79.2% * 

60  P Padrone, Mulo 45.8%  

61 HOF P Paige, Satchel 1971  

62  OF Parnell, Roy 37.5% * 

63  WRITER Robert Peterson 16.7%  

64  1B Pettus, Bill 29.2%  

65  C Petway, Bruce 62.5%  

66  OF Poles, Spottswood 83.3% * 

67 HOF OWNER Pompez, Alex 2006 * 

68 HOF OWNER Posey, Cum 2006 * 

69  3B Radcliffe, Alex 41.7%  

70  C Radcliffe, Ted 62.5%  

71  P Redding, Dick 91.7% * 

72  WRITER Rodney, Lester 16.7%  

73 HOF P Rogan, Bullet 1998  

74 HOF C Santop, Louis 2006 * 

75  2B Scales, George 62.5% * 

76  OF Smith, Chino 79.2%  

77 HOF P Smith, Hilton 2001  

78  WRITER Smith, Wendell 1993  

79 HOF OF Stearnes, Turkey 2000  

80  P Stovey, George 50.0%  

81  P Streeter, Sam 45.8%  

82  OF Strong, Ted 45.8%  

83 HOF 1B Suttles, Mule 2006 * 

84 HOF 1B Taylor, Ben 2006 * 

85  MGR. Taylor, C.I. 58.3% * 

86  MGR. Taylor, Candy Jim 66.7% * 

87 HOF OF Torriente, Cristobal 2006 * 

88  P Trent, Ted 33.3%  
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89  C Trouppe, Quincy 70.8%  

90 HOF SS Wells, Willie 1997  

91  1B Wesley, Edgar 33.3%  

92 HOF EXEC White, Sol 2006 * 

93  P Wickware, Frank 29.2%  

94 HOF OWNER Wilkinson, J.L. 2006 * 

95 HOF P Williams, Smokey Joe 1999  

96  SS Wilson, Artie 37.5%  

97 HOF OF Wilson, Jud 2006 * 

98  WRITER Wilson, W. Rollo 16.7%  

99  P Winters, Nip 75.0%  

100  OF Wright, Bill 62.5%  

101  WRITER Young, Fay 16.7%  
 

* - Listed on the original Hall of Fame ballot in 2006. 
 

It has often been reported by the media that Buck O’Neil missed election to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by one 

vote. How did this urban myth get started? 

As a baseline for this discussion, the 12-person Committee was provided written instruction by Chairman Fay Vincent. 

See two of several entries below: 

“At the meeting’s conclusion and again at the press conference, I (Fay Vincent) will reveal the names 

of any new electees, if there are any. Those names should be the only ones you discuss in public, as it is 

the electees moment, not necessarily those who did not earn election.” 

Former Commissioner Vincent also stated, “Each member should not divulge to the media how he 

voted. This is not an open election, like the BBWAA, with 500-plus members. All of our discussion be-

hind closed doors should be confidential. Information pertaining to support given by committee members 

to various candidates should not be discussed publicly divulging how you or others voted may hurt the 

families of candidates who did not earn election, or your colleagues.” 

After the press conference, in Tampa, announcing the 17 inductees to the HOF, I was approached by a Kansas City re-

porter. He asked several questions about the election process and my level of satisfaction with the new inductees. After 

the interview was over, with cameras and mikes turned off, he asked if Buck O’Neil (pictured) missed by one vote. I told 

him the voting was anonymous and therefore no one knew the final tally for any candidate. The next day the local rag 

quoted me saying that my dear friend Buck O’Neil missed by one vote. Simply not true. Fake news! 

This lie became front-page news on the Sunday edition of the Kansas City Star with several accusatory statements at 

committee members. The Pitch tabloid provided the phone numbers of each committee member, resulting in several har-

assing and threatening phone calls.  

As satirist Jonathan Swift once said, “A Lie Can Travel Halfway Around the World While the Truth Is Putting on Its 

Shoes.” So if you didn’t know the truth, now you know! 

 

 

 

But I digress. The top selections from the 101 list of 

Notables that were NOT on the original ballot of 39 

candidates included: Player/Manager Vic Harris with 

79 percent, pitcher Nip Winters (75%), owner Ed 

Bolden (70.8%), catcher Quincy Trouppe (71%) and 

owner Gus Greenlee at 67% of the votes. Shame on us 

for missing these notable and highly qualified candi-

dates. Read their snippets on the next page. 
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Vic Harris was a perennial winner in the Negro 

leagues. He managed more East-West All-Star squads 

(eight times) than any man in the game while also play-

ing in seven East-West classics. A left-handed spray hit-

ter, Harris had a lifetime batting av-

erage around .300. In 1929, when the 

Homestead Grays joined the Ameri-

can Negro League, he filled the 

leadoff position in the lineup and 

batted .333. “Vicious Vic” who was 

known for his competitiveness and 

love of fighting, played with the 

Grays from 1925 to 1933, the Pitts-

burgh Crawfords in 1934 and re-

turned to the Grays in 1935 and 

stayed until 1948.  

 

Nip Winters is one of the few pitchers in Black 

baseball to win 20 or more games 

in a season. During the twenties he 

was rated as one of the most con-

sistent pitchers in the league.  Dur-

ing the 1924 season, many teams 

were in the path of this tornado 

terror.  For there was no break in 

the storm, as Winters whirled to 

20 victories, as teams got fewer 

hits than snowflakes in the Sahara.  

Each season, Winters froze batting 

averages to occupational lows.   

He was equally effective in the 1924 Colored World 

Series against the Monarchs of Kansas City.  Winters 

pitched in four of the ten games played.  It was the best 

of nine, with one game called due to darkness.   

Winters rubbed his batters with a frostbiting fastball 

that froze runs to zero levels. Many baseball experts 

agree he was one of the finest southpaws in black base-

ball history.   

“Smokey [Joe Williams] and Nip Winters both had 

long arms.  It looked like they were handing the ball to 

the catcher.  When they delivered the ball, it was on you 

before you knew it,” recalls HOF writer Sam Lacy in our 

1999 interview. 

 

Ed Bolden, Rube Foster’s 

counterpart, was founder of the 

Eastern Colored League in 

1923. A solid candidate for any 

baseball hall of fame.  

According to biographer 

Michael Haupert, “Bolden was 

an owner (of the Hilldale Club 

and Philadelphia Stars), officer 

in three different professional 

leagues (The Eastern Colored 

League, the American Negro League, and the second 

Negro National League), and one of the great innovators 

in the history of professional baseball.” Haupert adds, 

“Bolden was a creative marketer, a skilled businessman, 

and a shrewd baseball scout, assembling several premier 

teams during his career. He excelled at recognizing tal-

ent, whether it was at the local or professional level.” 

 

Gus “Big Red” Greenlee, the originator of the 

East-West All-Star game, reju-

venated interest in Black base-

ball after the Great Depression. 

Historians have given Rube Fos-

ter the title of “The Father of 

Black Baseball,” Gus Greenlee 

could fairly stake a claim to this 

honor with the resurgence of in-

terest in Black Baseball after 

Foster’s death in 1930.  When 

the two major Black Leagues folded during the Great 

Depression, and wandered in the wildness for several 

years, it was this Moses, who led resurrection of the 

leagues to unprecedented popularity by the late-thirties. 

During his lifetime, Greenlee catalogued a unique re-

sume of achievements.  His potpourri of professions in-

cluded cab driver, politician, nightclub owner, restaurant 

owner, bootlegger, gambler, numbers baron, card shark, 

boxing promoter, league official, baseball club owner 

and humanitarian.   

 

Quincy Trouppe, not Elston Howard, was the first 

African American catcher, at 39-years old, in the Ameri-

can League with the Cleveland Indians in 1952. He was 

an East-West All-Star player eight times and manager of 

the 1945 Negro World Se-

ries champion Cleveland 

Buckeyes. Riley Stewart, a 

pitcher for the '48 Chicago 

American Giants expressed 

thoughts about his former 

manager, "He was one of 

the few managers that 

would fit-in in any era.  Any 

era, now or in the past.  He 

was so far ahead in strate-

gy then most managers.  I 

played for [Olan] Jelly Tay-

lor in Memphis and Candy Jim [Taylor] in Chicago and 

Trouppe was the best manager of the lot.  He was a real 

gentleman.  He was clean-cut, and well dressed.  He was 

a model for the guys on the team.  He never cussed.  He 

might say 'dawg gone.'  I never played for a finer gen-

tleman.  And he knew the game -- very well!  I respected 

him more than any manager I ever had.  Not even the 

great Candy Jim was the teacher that Trouppe was." 



The Courier - June 2021 – a SABR publication – Page 10 of 10 

 

 

Sunrises! 

JUNE 
  8TH – LIONEL EVELYN - 92  
21ST  – ART SIMMONS - 84 
23RD  –  ULYSSES HOLLIMON – 90 
 

JULY 
19TH – JOHNNY FAIRLEY – 80 
26TH – PEDRO SIERRA – 83 
 

AUGUST 
  1ST – A.J. JACKSON - 88 
  8TH – GRADY MONTGOMERY – 90 

26TH – IKE WELCH – 101 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Nonagenarians LIONEL 

EVELYN, GRADY MONTGOMERY, ULYSSES HOLLIMON 

& CENTURION IKE WELCH.  

Sunsets . . . .  
CHARLES LEROY MEANS, 92, died April 25, 

2020,  in Columbus, OH. Means played second base and 

shortstop for the 1947 Detroit 

Wolves. He is buried in Evergreen 

Burial Park in Columbus, OH.  

 

MILTON EDWARD TIDDLE, 
86, died October 

10, 2020, in Atlan-

ta, GA.  Tiddle 

was a catcher for the 1955 Kansas City 

Monarchs. He is buried in Elmwood 

Cemetery in Birmingham, AL.  

 

ecently, Dr. Jeremy Krock, Leland Longstreth 

and the team designed the headstone below for 

Creole Pete Robertson to be placed at Pine-

lawn Memorial Park in Long Island, NY. Robertson was 

famously known for gumbo at his Harlem restaurant.  

FRANK “LEFTY” MARSH, JR., 90, died Febru-

ary 9, 2021, in Mobile, AL. Marsh played first base and 

outfielder, from 1955 to 

1959 for the Kansas City 

Monarchs, Birmingham 

Black Barons and the De-

troit Stars. He played in 

the 1956 East-West All-

Star game for the Black 

Barons.  

A graduate of Gram-

bling University, he was 

the baseball team captain and the assistant baseball 

coach. At Bishop State Community College in Mobile, 

Marsh was a basketball coach in its summer program. In 

addition, he taught school for more than 20 years until 

retirement. 

WILLIAM REGINALD “LEFTY, BILL” BELL, 
JR., 90, died March 6, 2021, in Des Moines, IL. Bell 

pitched for the Kansas City Monarchs and the Bir-

mingham Black Barons from 1949 to 1954.  

Bell worked for the U.S. Postal Service in Iowa in 

various supervisory and management positions for 34 

years. He was the co-chairman of the 

Committee for Better Race Relations 

at East High School in Des Moines 

from 1972 to 1974, where he had 

been a graduate.  

Bell coached the Babe Ruth base-

ball team for three years and helped 

the team win an Iowa State Champi-

onship title. He is buried in Glendale Cemetery, Des 

Moines, IA. 

JAMES E. “JAKE” SANDERS, 86, died May 10, 

2021, in Birmingham, AL. Sanders 

was an outfielder from 1955 to 1959 

for the K.C. Monarchs, New Orle-

ans Bears and the Detroit Stars.  

He was a 20-year employee at 

Kelly Manufacturing Company in 

Birmingham and president of the 

local union. Sanders is buried in 

Elmwood Cemetery, Birmingham, 

AL 
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