SABR Baliparks Committee Hewslelter

SepLembeg/OCLuhcr 199 ]

Robertl I, Blulhardt Commitiee Chairman
244 No, Oxford Drive (915) 657-h4it]  Work
San Angelo, T 76901 {915} 9h2-0635  Home

I HEW MEMDIRS

We welcome the following people to the commitiee:

Charles Camp Fost 1950 parks of all leagues; Cleve, Municipal &
15 Ho, lieaumont Avenue Hemorial Std/Bult, [Ponce De Leon Park, Atlanta;
Catlonsville, MD 21228 Ballpark architecture; teaching o baseball course al
Johns Hopkins in sprinpg-1992
Richard "Skip" Jennings AlLl parks of post-1900 era; Savannah’s Graveon Std.,
27 B, 57Lh Btreet wishes Lo do full history of Bavannah's three maln
Savannah, GA 31405 parks; oextensive photo collection of majorfminor pks,
Barl B, Santee All post 1920 parks of all leagues; Colt Stadium &
323 West 8Bth Street San Iranclsce parks; inlerested in history of temp-
Hulte 700 orary facilities and park site selection; has extensi
Kansas City, MO 64105 info on stadia politics, codes, inances, and arch. &
suburban/urban history,
John Husman Swayne Field in Toledo; wanls to have marker for ihe
5311 Jeffrey lane remaining parts of this park and Driving rark in
Sylvania, OH 43560 Worcester, MA, Any info on Swayne Vark appreciated,

Pleasc contact any of these genbtlemen i you see common interests or areas where
you can advise or assist,

II MEMORIAL STADIUM in Baltimore went out in fine lashion as did Comiskey a2 year
before. We received some materials on the last game and the new park at Camden
Yards-~-our thanks bto the contribulors. Lyle Spatz, chalrman of the SABR Records
Committee, atiended the last game and called it "an unforgeitable experience."
Did anyone else get to the lasl game? How about a shori repori for the next news-
letter? The "marketing” of a ballpark's lasl days has taken on a certain style,
Heimember the Comiskey final days? The contrast with some of the situations in the
1950s~~=-~different times and factors considered---is quile intriguing. Regarding
the Baltimore {inish, did you recelve your color brochure with products rom the
"Beaszon Lo remember Collection?" If nob, let me know and I will send you a copy,

TIL LAGT DAYS OF COMISKEY & MEMORIAL STADLU was the Lopic of research and some Iuiure
wriling by David Zuchowski, RD #1, Pox 123, Frederichiown, JA 15333, No word on
the project as yel, If you have something to add, drop him a line, If you have see
some thing in print, let us know!

IV GOODBYE 10 MCCORMICK FIELD in Asheville, NC Several committee members have kept
us posted on the last days ol this 1924 miner league facility that will be Lotally
rebuilll on the same site for Lhe 1992 season, ‘1hanks to Charles Wilson (who attend:
the last pgame in Seplember) and Jim Browm for thelr malerials, SEHD $1,00 for a
selection of ilems,

V BAY MEDEIROS, a loyal member of this commitice and quite the photo collector and

post card collecLor/producer, was profiled in a recent newspaper article in his
stale. Send 85¢ for a copy. Congratulalions Bay!
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USA TUDAY quoles the commiliee In @ story ol September 25, 1941, on Llhe last
game bt Memorial Stadium and Lhe fan response to the loss ol certain parks, He
a BABE of 29¢ for the story,

HURRLCANE 5OB that lashed the east coast did minor damage to Fenway Park accord-
ing Lo a Boston llerald article of August 20, Veleran groundskepper Joe Hooney
nobed Lhat the park crew had ample warning and kept all drains open and several
of the large doors open to lmprove air flow through the park, A 1985 sunmer
storim blew several doors in. Mooney also sald thal there was no danger lo the I
screen aun "a slrong wind blows right through it." The slorm did rip up the canv:
over the IF oky boxes, damaged parl of the roof, and dumped seme waler in a few
Tuxury boxes, Pre-World War 1T fans in Doston will recall the 1938 game al Brawve
Field Lhal was played during a hurricane!

DALIAS PAPTIGT UHIVERGLITY, proud of its championship baseball team, is gelting
ambitious by planning a “classic style" ballpark on its campus, Commitiee chalim
Pob Biuthamil gave a lalk at the campus Lo inlerested sludenis and unliversity
officials on the history of ballparks on Wednesday, October 30, The small park
{1200~1100 meats) will fealure a brick exlerior and an ouifleld backdrop of tre
very.similar to McCormick #ield. For a copy of the program brochure, send a 29¢
BASE, Ho copying charge.

general park plans, amd related items, send 75¢ for postage/copying. Weather co
ditions for the aclivities were not [avorable: 45 degrees, cloudy, and a heavy
mist,

QUILT 10 HONHOR 'IHE 1941 Baseball season and achievements of Ted Williams (batli
J06) and Dillaggio (56-game hilbing sireak) is a project of Barbara Dannenfelse
of IO Box 65, Stillwaler, NJ 07875, Barbrara wwas seeking info on the ca, 1941
RF wall and [neade of Yankee Stadium, If you have any thoughts, please contact

CITY pASERALL MAGLIC, the committee funded pamphlet on how to bulld a belier bal
park, closed oul its ooks and paid back almost hall of the money to the origin
nineteen investors., For lhe record, the loyalists were:

Steve Bennetll dohn Lobingler
John I'astler Parry Evans
Iick Johnsen ot Littiejohn
Bruee Kuklick Keith Danish
Pob Bluthardt Chris Jennison
Frank Ihelps il Lowry

John Brooks Joo TFavane

Mike Frank David Pietrusza
Mike Dempsey Praneis Klulaw

Kyle Johnson
A second printing of Lhe bocokleb was done by Lhe Minneapolis lleview ol Baseball
To oblain a copy, conlact Wm, €, Brown fublishers, 2400 Kerper Ilvd,, Dubugue,
IA 52004-0539, Cosbt was $5.95 Poslage/handling may be extira,
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BIUCK HELUSROMEIH, an aclive member of this commitiee, has been profliled in
the Benver I'ost and he has worked wilh an artist to nﬁluce & "proposed urban
ballpark at 20ih and Plake Slreets,”" While the painling is not to gecale, it
does fealure some of Lthe classic themes many ballpark fans would like to sce
in new construction, Send B85¢ {or copies of bLolh ilems,

RATISING FUHILX FOR BALLPARK FIAQUED is a for~profit service proposed by Bill
Harrington of 322 5, County Koad, #12, ralm Beach, FL 33480, Bill and a local
group had some success o ralsing both funds and fan appreciation for Connie
Mack Field {Lhe site, thabt is). If you have any thoughis to offer, conltact Bill
or send 50¢ for a copy ol hils proposal, The Ballparks Commitiee makes no en-—
dorsement of ihis proposed service,

HAFLY Ooth AHNIVERSARY 10 BOWMAN FIBID in Williamsport, 1A Send a SASE of 294
Tor a copy of a one-page sumnary of the fileld,

BALLPARK DIMBNSIOHS OVER TIME, a proposed project of Rocco Del Sesto, has some
fascinating possibilities. By placing lhe old and newer oullines o certaln
long-lived parks, a very clear wnderstanding of park development is achleved,
focco has used Total Baseball and Green Cathedrals for reference, I you have
olher materials or Lhonghls Lo offer, pleasc conlacl him al 3% 5. Cenler Sireed,
La Grange, OH 44050, For a copy of his preliminary drawing of Fenuway 1912-pre-
sent, send a DAGE of 294 to the commiilee,

LHIAND ARCHIGECT of September/October, 1991, featlures articles on ballparks by
Fhil Bess and John lastier of owr commitice. To gel a copy, contact the publica-
tion at FO Box 10394, Chicago, 1L 60610 {(312) 321-0583. Ho info on exact cosh
plus shipping ab this Lime, so you may want ito eall first,

COHGRATULATIONS to committee member Marce Okkonen on Lhe publicalion amd positive
reviews of his book on baseball unifomms, Bven 1 you don't buy it, check it
out al any major bookstore. It 1ls quite a colorful and informative book,

HASHINGTON DC BALLPARK image fox 1901-03 was discovered by Marce Okkonen, He was
gulle surprised Lo find il as "virtually nothing exisis to document this strucius
witleh was dismanlled and re-assembled at ihe Griffith Stadiwa site in 1904." For
a copy, send a SAGE of 29¢, Our thanks to Marc for sending this bto us,

FOLO GROUNDS came back in the news for a few days in early Octolsy as ihat fame!
home run ("lhe Gianls win the pennant!™) of October 3, 1951 had its LQOth anniver
sary, oaports Illuslraled in its 9-16~91 issue had a fine article on the two main
players in Lhe dyama: Ralph Branca and Bobby Themson, While Lhe LF line ab the
Jolo Grounds was a short 279 feel away, Llhe pennant-winning home run had plenty

on il to reach more distant points,

HigW MEIMAUKEE BALLPARK reports the 8~23-91 Milwaukee Journal in underway with
preliminary road engineering and evirenmental impact slatement work, The site
near the current County Sladium on the parking lol near cenler [ield will have
a new facility by 1995,

GUT OF COWY BTARIUR  Cecil Fielder did ihls firsi-time Lrick for the Tigers
with a 470-fool shol on September 21.
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REEGEARCH 1ROJECTES  I'lease contacl lhese people if you can assisi,

1. Jefr Suntala, 5801 Lotusdale, luima lleights, OH 44130
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He is an llluslrator conductling research for a paintling of Cleve-
Iand's league ark, o additional info on the dale he is portraying.
he reguesls any plelorial relerence:s,

2, Yerry Frasca-Relid, 103 Albany Street #421, Cambridge, MA 02139

fle 15 researching lor his masler's thesis in wrban planning, His
tople examines the effecl of mllparks on the urban janducape.

3. Dan Chorst, UV 5927, 10 Box 50063, Hew Brunswick, HJ 08903-5003

ortudent al Rutgers Undversily, Dan is working on his History Departi~
mental Honors 'Thesits, He bs examining "the changing patierns of Hajor
Jeague ballpark design due Lo the L{ransition from private {(team) owner-
ship of baseibnll faclliblies to.municipal propriectorship of them," He

will use Hew York and Mhiladelphia as examples with Shlbe Fark and Veteran
Sleetium; Bbbets Fleld and Shea Stadium, For a full sumnary of his project
willh his SOUYCCS/'V€SOUYCES, send H0¢ Lo the commiitee,

TURHAROUND 1H KHOZVILIE with leam and the ballpark, Bill Meyer Stadium will
be renovatrd and Lhe team (AA Toronto Affiliate in the Soulhern League) will
stay, BLLL Troy had asked for assilstance from thils commitltee and he thanks
those who offered 1dv;ge or materials, For a copy of some articles thal cover
the rebullding ol the park and {ranchise, send 85¢,

TOROHTY RBIORT  Commitlec member Non Lancaster visited Toronto recently and
noted that the SkyDome tour iz $.8,00 Canadian, It includes a film on the con
struction, views of the lield, and a view from the press box. The time is tak
is 1L houz, The souvenir ahop and MeDonald's at the stadium are open daily.
The shop had Bkylome, 11 omplete Story, $32.95 (Canadian), published by Sun
Controlled Ventures, Inc, Bislribuled by Trving Welsdorf & Co., Lid., 2801
John Slreet, Markham, Ontario 13B 1, 1i is 96 pages and answers many questi
about the Dome, The ISBN # is 0-919233-345-X, Also, Like lo ‘ther in the World
The Slory of Toronte’s Skydome by Hike Filey hs published by the same Sun Con
trolled Ventwres, lne, Distribution is by Fenguln Rooks Chunda, 2801 John Str
Markham, Ontario L3R 1B4, Cost s $35,95 (Canadian); ISBN # O- 019? 1-31-7. Do
notes that "this is an cxcellenl book on the hislory of Tolnto ballparks, the
construction of Lhe Done and opening games) Many photos, including long-gone
Toronto parks, are included. 1t also includes pholtes ol the architects! model
Tor Lthe inalists in the competition,

BALTIMORE MAFS hHat include info and maps ol Hemorial Sladium were given to
the commitliee by Dick Kaufman, We have six available for the poatage of 52¢.
Plrst come~lirst served!

BALAIHORE s 1992 Ticket brochure is quile sharp, featuring the new park and

some illUJfCaLLOHF. Call (301) 243-9800 Lo get a copy.

CHIRA PAGIN project in San Francisco, a proposed ballpark for ihat city, was
a project of lee Murray for his lhesis al college. He kindly donated a copy
for our committiee, '
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LBGERDS magaszine had a plece on BATH and our commitiee in its September/
October issue. Has anyone seen this? If so, please send along a copy of
the article or info/address on how to_gebl @ copy. Me have received several
letiers referring Lo this article,

HORE Ot CIBVIELAND's new park from Evan Heyer.and I, David Gill. For a
sampling of news clips, send $1.50,

AS!ﬁODOHE/UpusLon Astros Info bLrochure fox SALBE of 29¢. I saw my first game
in the dome last September, Bven with 12,000 fans present, 1t sounded preity
lonely in the upper levels!

JROBIENG L MOUTREAL with Olympic Stadium, A fifty-plus ton concreile non-
structural beam f2ll to the ground al 7:%45 am. The exterior beam dropped
to an open conerete swrface wiwere vigliors can be found, The Fxpos were
forced to take the vest of thelir 1991 homegames on the road, In 1986 a
fire coused olher problems in ihe complex, Send a 29¢ SASE for the various
summayies,

ADDIISSS CHARGES »

Chris Nichel, 437 Brook Ridge, Doraville, GA 30340

Sleve Hadel, 2833 Zulette Avenue, 2nd Floor, Bronx, HY 10461

Yhil loury, 1901 Mimmehaha Ave. Scuth, #104, Hinneapolls, MR 55400

Dominick Denaro, 57 Hawlhorne Cly,, Yo, Burllnglon, VI 05403

Ethan Casey, 2235 Wabash, Detroil, MI 48216

GRIFEITE BTADIW had its 30ih * 0 awnlversary of abandonment

fnd commitiee member Gordon Thomas wroite a piece for possible publication,

SEVEN JAVAHESE PARKS  Send 531,00 for fﬁstage and copying. The coples may
be a little light, cbut they are decenl overhead shots of seven large parks
in Japan,

ObDG-H-EHES  The Blue Jays broke ihe H-million mark on annual altendance

in 1991 and the Dodgers used to break the 3-million mark regularly...what
team broke the Z-million waxrk Cirst? ........ 24, louis will move 1n the
Puazeh Bladlum Fences for 1992: power alleys go from 383 to 375 and centerfiel
Irom 444 to 02, ... .. a Boston~Cleveland game of 9-9-91 dyew 1,495, one of
the lower crowds of recent memory,..... dhre Sporling Hews "Answer Man” sectlo:
recently had the question of players homering in all Al & HIL parks Lhey playe
in and Harry Heilmann (Detroit, Cin, 1918-32), Jerf Meath {Cleve,, Hash., St.
Louis AL, Bos, NL 1936-49) and John Mize (3t. louis WL, New Yoek AL 1936~53)
were the only lhree, Il alse noted thal Frank Movbinson and Rusty Slaub share
the recomd for homering in the mosl parks, 32,.... Mel Ott hit 324 or 63%

of his home runs at the home Folo Grounds: what player has a higher hiome run
% at home? ..., a 9-30-91 story in the Sporting HNews noted an inereased
problem with "no shows” at games, especially in the NL where a syslen of

- conntbing those who actually attend a game (vs, the AL system of tolal Lickebs

sold) indlicates rates of 10~15% no shows,..,.. a recenl book 1list had Green

Cathedraly  and the Durso: Yankee Stadiup bvooks for under $10, vut voth were

snapped up within a day of the calalog being recelved.
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W PARK FOR DPTTSBUHGH?  Mayor Sophie Masloff{ surprised the entire cily
with a proposal for a 130 milllon, open alr, natural grass park Lo re-
place Three Rivers Siadluw, 'the #0,000-seat facility would be in Lhe "class
style with an open o +ler {ield that would lock to the city's downtown,

Don Lancaster has sen! our f1les coples of the major Fitlsburgh daily papers
storics on the big proposal, For a sampling, send $1,50

VADDED HALLG M1 CLHCIHHATL came loo late to help lhe Yhillies Lennie Dyksira

whe {racLured a collarbone in o colllsion with rvight ceunter [leld wall, Shad
of FPred Lynn in Boslon at the 1975 World Yeries. Concrele walls have been
a problem al ballparks for years., Ted Williams busled his elbow al an All-
Star game at Comizkey; more Lhan a few culflelders took a crash against the
conercle walls al [Bbbels Field, ...

U Cassy i
TIGER STADLIUM ndate. .. Committee member lithan . has writlen a dengthy rebuttia
to lhe August Sporting lews article on the park and it will run in a future
edition of the Minneapolis Review of Bascball issue (by the way, MRB is taki
a new name, somelhing like Elvsian Field Quarteily). .... The September issu
of the Fan Club newsletiler reporicd that a coalitlon was. launching a petitio
drive to Vloch any new stadium project..... The Hational Truslt for Hisloric
Freservatlion declared Tiger Stadiom as one ol the nation's endangered hilslor
places,

THANKS to J, lobhingler for his generous contribulion to the postal wdget
fund

DALLY SPFORIG-LIBIS are sought and pablished by a features syndicate that
conlacted owr commitiee recently. Karl A, Van Asselt, Assocliate edlitor,
Sports Features Syndicate, PO Box 430, Durham, NH 03824k, is secking "fresh,
generally clever material for our dailly Sports Lists,” Some examples includ:
Most times on Sports Illiustrated cover; % of team players in NIL with a col-
lege degree; Projecled records of Ted Willlams withoul five years mililary
service, ele, I you have somelhing te submit, especilally in the realm of
ballparks, conlachk Karl, Paymenb wag Lisled at $5/published list,

CREEH CATHEPHALS, osecond cdltion, is moving along well in lhe publication
process and is siill scheduled for a 1992 early release {March), No word
yet on projecled price,

COREESIONDIENCE remains high for September/October: 63 letlers and cards
received and 80 senl out, If we owe you a lelior, have fnith!

Our thanks lo all memboers of thls come. tlee who stay in touch and send
materiala for the file::, A few of you have been silent for quite some
time, If you wish to be removed [rom the mailing lisi, please Jet us
now, Otherwise, slay in toucht
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Articl Fortope by for Lhe Civol four pages and Z3¢ Ter eacht fowr papes in

addibion,
Lopyling 1o f.’;v,-*./p:!,f_{e. Anyilhlng extea peoes Lo our poslage {wd to cover

comiid Lheo correspondence,

Piease moake oll chocks Lo Bob Blulhapdl, Slamps are acceptable as pay-
weend, Porr oma Ll amoun b,

1. 1A Coliseun Will Geol Facolift, 1A Times, ©
2. Mdpy over Bird"sonew nest, rovi
3.0A Jook of the posiy A look Lo Lhe futuee, (Camden Yand /} 11, ) o source/dale )

Fredosiek, W) HEoyns, A-toll, sevecal arvticles, 2 pme,

A, Urioles old pavk will be missed; bul new park
should bt special  Phila Dally Hews, O-19-91 4 pgs,

6, Funnling Fenway, Bosbon Glod P=8-91 3 s,

7. Bui iy of o Gledlum, Syracuse Uhicels Cropgram, 1093, 6 s,

G, llckuood Predd, AN arblele, mlse, papoers Lo,

9, leer systom seen high-Lech ab new ballpark (H:th.), Badl. bun, 7-21-910 1 pg,

§-02-91 1 |

16, The Food, ihe bud, and the avful A parks, Columbusn (010
BT Sopl/9t, 3 pas

L2, Lenaving Thelr Hest (Lalt,), Hewsday, 10-6-91, 2 pas,

13, History of ihe Bulipen, Bulls Lllustrated, July/August 1991, 2 pes,

ing, 9/23-10/6, 2 pgs

15, 14 Coliceum: The Dodpers Heelie Home, Sat, Bvening Pant, H=18-59, 7 ps.,

11, Gatewsy Models Unveldled, Dindis

. Stadiums ding howe mms, G

16, Rame thal Stadiue, Hosh, Jeost cditorial on lbimove, 0-22-U5, 1 p,
17, Hew stadiom gees too far with shorl={ly rule (Comishey), balt, Bun, 7-2h-91, 2
18, Ashville Yowvisbs program sectlons, 1991, U pages

info on tnaha's Rooenblatl Sladium, June 1991, no source, & pgs.

20, A stadlum nome thal will please almoot everyone (Balt,) v=7=21

by b planndng for nonew Tieer Shadium,

don’t forpel Uorkbown, HMexicanlown, lel. Pree e

Y-10-91 1 e,

Thanks to the mony popple who sent maleriale Jim Sumner, Inul Shaplro, Gordon Thoma:
Chayles Wilson, Jim Brown, Don lancaster, Bruce Hellerstein, David Plelruasa, Ralph
Lraber, Gory Colemnn, Coerdon Umith, Lyle Dpats, Jim Hibtz, Chris Jennlson, Francls
Bipiasw, Goden Wiscery, and Jobm Guilfoyle
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