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2014 Call for Art:  “Black Baseball Life” 
Three categories for entries:  professional, amateur and youth (under 16).  $30 entry fee for up to 

three entries—one picture of each.  $10 entry fee for Youth Category.  Jpeg’s sent by e-mail or on 

CD to Dr. Leslie Heaphy to coordinate.  {Lheaphy@kent.edu} 

Three (3) entries (jpeg format).  For sculptural works, multiple pictures in jpeg format may be en-

tered. Otherwise, one jpeg image per entry allowed.  Entries must be clearly titled and should not 

exceed 300 DPI. Maximum size for entries are 40" x 40" for 2D works, 60 linear inches for sculp-

tural works. Work must not exceed a weight of 100 pounds. Traditional art mediums accepted. All 

entries must be "by the hand of the artist." No videos or other electronically produced work, 

please.  

Winning entry in each category plus runner-up will have their art displayed during the Negro 

League conference in Detroit, MI.  Conference dates are August 14-16, 2014.  The winning entry 

in the professional and amateur category will  receive a $300 prize and $150 in the youth catego-

ry.  The Decision of the jurors is final.  Photos of winning entries and runners up will also be in-

cluded in an upcoming issue of McFarland Publishers’ Black Ball: A Negro Leagues Journal. 

Deadline for all entries to be received is May 26,  2014.  Winners will be notified 

within three weeks of the deadline.  Winners will be responsible for shipping their 

art and return shipment; and for sending a biography/photo of themselves and a 

short description of the winning piece for publicity and display purposes.  Publici-

ty for artists will include facebook, website, t-shirts, and more. 

 2013 winner Kat Flynn 2013 Winner Amy Steverson 

Jurors 

 Kadir Nelson is an award-winning American artist whose works have been exhibited in major national and 
international publications, institutions, art galleries, and museums. Nelson earned a Bachelor’s degree from 
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York and has since created paintings for a host of distinguished clients includ-
ing Sports Illustrated, The Coca-Cola Company, The United States Postal Service, Major League Baseball, and 
Dreamworks SKG where he worked as a visual development artist creating concept artwork for feature films, 
“Amistad”, and “Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron”. Many of Nelson’s paintings are in the collections of notable insti-
tutions and public collections, including the U.S. House of Representatives and the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame, as well as in the private collections of actors, professional athletes, and musicians. Nelson has also 
gained acclaim for the artwork he has contributed to several NYT Best-selling picture books including his au-
thorial debut, “WE ARE THE SHIP: The Story of Negro League Baseball”, winner of the Coretta Scott King and Robert 
F. Sibert Awards, and was published by Disney/Hyperion in the spring of 2008. Currently, Nelson’s cover art-
work is featured on the album “MICHAEL”, by the late pop singer icon Michael Jackson, Jackson’s first post-
humous album release. Nelson’s upcoming literary effort, “HEART AND SOUL: The Story of America and Afri-
can-Americans,” will be published by HarperCollins in the fall of 2011.  



Jurors (Cont.) 

Byron Motley is an accomplished singer/songwriter/filmmaker/lecturer/author and photographer. 
As a performer, he made his Broadway debut alongside Patti LuPone in the acclaimed show Patti Lu-
Pone On Broadway.  Byron, who holds a Master's degree in Music from USC, has also performed as a 
featured soloist on three separate occasions with the famed Boston Pops Orchestra under the baton 
of conductor/composer John Williams. He has worked with Natalie Cole, Barbra Streisand, Dionne 
Warwick, Melissa Ethridge, Joe Cocker, Celine Dion and Barry Manilow.  Byron is currently produc-
ing a tv documentary entitled “The Negro Baseball Leagues ▪ An American Legacy” for the PBS network. 
His screenplay, EFFA is now in development with Penny Marshall’s Parkway Productions.  In 2007, 
he added author to his accomplishments by co-penning his father’s memoir Ruling Over Monarchs, 
Giants & Stars: Umpiring in the Negro Leagues & Beyond (Sports Publishing, LLC).  Byron’s photo-
graphic works have shown in the US, Europe and Cuba.  His exhibit “Viva Cuba Beisbol: A Photographic 
Journey into the heart and soul of Cuban Baseball” enjoyed a six-month gallery exhibit at the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame & Museum in Cooperstown, NY.  His photographs have also appeared in Vanity 
Fair, The Advocate, New York Daily News, USA Today, Longleaf Style and 3Sixty (UK) magazines. 
Jennifer Ettinger graduated with a Degree in Fine Arts from Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design.  
She has had numerous shows in Canada as well as in the U.S.  Some of her more memorable shows 
include a shared show with W.P. Kinsella, a slide presentation at the SABR Convention in San Fran-
cisco, and three of her “Reflections on Baseball” pieces being included in A Good Eye: Artists at the 
Ballpark, Seafirst Gallery, Seattle, WA.   A number of book covers feature her work including “Our 
Game” (Polestar Publishers) with one of her hockey paintings on the cover and the book “Ted Wil-
liams:  A Tribute” (Jim Prime and Bill Nowlin) includes one of her Williams’ painting and a short de-
scription written by the artist.   
Elise Dodeles has been drawing, painting, and exhibiting her artwork for over 30 years. In addition 
to receiving a 2013 Artist's Fellowship from the NJ State Council on the Arts, she is included in an 
international survey of women artists published by Rizzoli. Dodeles has shown her art in NY, Cana-
da, and Europe. Exhibitions have included a solo show as part of the New Jersey Artist series at 
Johnson & Johnson World Headquarters and the prestigious Aljira National Five. Her paintings of 
Negro League baseball players have been shown at the Jerry Malloy Negro League Research Confer-
ence in Chicago, at Kutztown University’s Rohrbach Library, and the Central Pennsylvania African 
American Museum in Reading, Pennsylvania. In 2011, she was selected by juror Zoe Strauss for a 
solo exhibition at the William Way Community Center in Philadelphia, and in 2012 she had her por-
traits of boxers shown at The Quiet Life Gallery in Lambertville, NJ. Raised in New York, she did 
her undergraduate work at Carnegie-Mellon and New York Universities, and obtained her Masters 
in Fine Art from the New York Academy of Art. In addition to making her art, in 2007 she obtained 
a Masters in Library and Information Science.  Her artwork can be found in personal and institu-
tional collections, including the Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital in Hollywood, Florida.  http://
www.elisedodeles.com/blog 

Benjamin Blackburn is an artist and art collector originally from Chicago. Benjamin works primarily with 
wood and his work can found in public and private collections throughout the world. In 2013, Benjamin was 
awarded a major grant by the government of Honduras, where he lives and works. A fourth generation Cubs 
fan and graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, Benjamin's work can be seen online at wonderboystudios.com. 
 
Garth Potts likes to joke that, in his “first life”, he fantasized about being a sports cartoonist.  Sadly  he was 
forced to acknowledge that he enjoyed life’s simple pleasures (eating, raising a family, etc.,), ending that op-
tion.  In spite of that disappointment, he did receive both his Bachelor of Fine Arts (from SUNY at Buffalo) 
and Master of Fine Arts (from University of Oklahoma) degrees in Painting and Printmaking with Art History 
minors.   
He began drawing at age 4, when his mother discovered that giving him paper and pencil was an excellent form 
of “Garth anesthesia” on a cross country driving trip.  He does many forms of artwork, including caricatures, 
illustrations, paintings, portraits and calligraphy.  The essence of all of his work is line, whether serious or exag-
gerated. A good cross section of his work can be found on his website, www.garthpotts.com.  

http://www.elisedodeles.com/blog
http://www.elisedodeles.com/blog
http://wonderboystudios.com
http://www.garthpotts.com/


Executive Chair 

Leslie Heaphy is an Associate Professor of History at Kent State University at Stark and a lifelong NY Mets fan.  She 

has written or edited four books on the Negro Leagues and Women’s baseball and is editor of the national  peer re-

viewed journal Black Ball, published by McFarland.  Her first book, The Negro Leagues, 1860-1960, was a finalist for 

the Seymour Award for the best baseball book and was selected as a Choice Book Award winner.  Dr. Heaphy is the 

co-chair of the Women in Baseball Committee for the Society of American Baseball Research and serves as a member 

of the Jerry Malloy Negro Leagues Committee that helps plan an annual conference on black baseball.  In 2014 the 

conference will be in Detroit, MI.   For details or questions:  lheaphy@kent.edu    

 

Www.sabr.org/malloy  or www.baseballasamerica.net 

 

 

 

Registration Form 

 

Name __________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone number ________________________e-mail address ______________________________ 

 

URL (if have webpage) __________________________________________________ 

 

Check off which competition you are entering: 

 

____ professional  _____ amateur   ____youth 

 

Please return form and your check for $30 for every three images.  Checks should be made out to SABR (Society 

for American Baseball Research).  Deadline is May 26,  2014.  Images sent to Lheaphy@kent.edu  

 

Send to:  Dr. Leslie Heaphy, Kent State University at Stark 6000 Frank Rd, No. Canton, OH 44720 

  

Online  payment can be made at:  www.sabr.org/malloy—indicate art competition entry 

People’s Choice 

2013:  

John Hanley 


